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ieh auf erpelẽ to find in it. is defign'd to be A True 


Seoret Hiſtory of the Kings of England, from A. 


liam the Conqueror, to the End of the Reign of the 


late Queen Anne. The Second Volume contains tbe 


moſt Secret Tran ſactions of the Reigus of King Charles 


the. Fin, King Charles the Second, and the late King 
James. In which: are inſerted, The ſeveral Secret 


Steps that were taken before, and in the Managing 
the late Revolution: Some Private Efſays about the 


Abdication ; vith many other Things, which haue 
been hitherto kept Secret. And 10 render this Secret 


Hiſtory. Compleat, No Pains have been omitted, in Ex- 
amining thoſe Secret Memoirs now in the Hands of 
ſome Perſons of Quality, who have generouſly» lent em 


towards the Compleating this Mork: So that the 


whole confiſts chiefly* of Original Manuſcripts, never 
Publiſhed till no. 65838 


3 * 
0 
7 


» Reader, 1 have here an open Field to diſplay my Sin- 


Cerity in; for when ſeveral Ages lie between Princes 


and their Hiſtorians, they are at liberty to uſe them as 


familiarly as they deſerue ; and to arraign their Acti- 
ons with as much Freedom as thoſe of their Subjects: 


» * 5 3 4 


0n 


NO Tenn * 
, & 'Þ * #2 hd n * f * hs ; 
"Fo the Impartial Read 
x | ; way" 
| 'o the Impartial Reader, 


Nor can the Proſpeft of the greateſt Preferment, tempt 
me to be a flattering Hiſtorian. „„ 
Sume People tell us, that Truth is not always to be 
ſpoken ; which perhaps might be ſo, while we were 
under the Arbitrary Government of the late King James ; 

but we now live in a Reign, where Truth does not 

| paſs for Treaſon : And therefore, as tuas one of 

= the Encomttums, given to Suetonius, That he made 
| 7 2 * Publick to the World, the Vices and Miſcarriages of 
CY the Twelve Cæſars, with the ſame Freedom with which 
. 4 they were once Committed ; ſo I have follow'd his Ex- 
as ample in this Secret Hiſtory : for Truth ſhou'd be bol- 
der than Error. And if any of our Engliſh Mo-. 
++ narchs have done thoſe things in Secret, they ought not 

ou to have done, tis fit it ſhou'd be made Publick'; for 
> A Cat may look ona King: Aud if we ſpare Vice 


more in a Crowned-Head than in a meaner Perſon, (when 
*tis'our Duty to divulge it) we diſcover a mean Spirit; 
* und the rather, as the detecting the Secrets of Wicked 
„ Kings, bas ever been à Great Benefit to the Publick.— 
1 And ſo very fond are all Engliſh Men, of knowing what 
Bas been kept as a Secret, that no Secret Hiſtory was 
8-4. ever jet Publifh'd, but has met with a kind Reception: 
Tet none of them pretends to give us the COUR'T SE- 
CRET'S of any more, than Three or Four of our Kings. 
5 But this is A General Secret Hiſtory of al the Kings 
dad Queens of England. And as there are ſuch Secret 
125 Memoirs in this Work as are not to be found elſewhere, 
. ſa I ſpem not only the Events, but alſo the Secret Cauſes, 
* the Iutrigues, and the Means which have contributed 
to the Unhappineſs of our Britiſh Monarchs. And as 
© there were ſeveral Secrets Communicated to me upon 
_ thoſe Heads, which the World is a ſtranger to; ſo they 
+8 are now Publiſh'd with ſuch good Authorities, as may 
Jui Entitlemy Work, The True Secret Hiſtory of 


* 3 
9 


all the Kings and Queens of England, from William 
A the Conqueror. And as it ſets all our Kings in a 
»  ». FRUER Light than they have yet been; ſo tis not 

+ , ** | 


bs | doubted, 
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Wbt, but *rwill meet with what ir merits; For 
herein the Reader will ſee, that tho? the Conftit 10 


of our Government be a Limited Monarchy, wheres 


in both the King's Prerogative and the Liberty 


of the Subject are Eſtabliſhed by Lau, which is the 


- Common Boundary, and Superiour, both of King and 


People; yet moſt of our Princes have fancied ſuch Un- 


accountable Charms to be in Arbitrary Power, that 
they never Eſteem d all the Sewels of 

whilſt that was wanting, nor thought em to ſhine with 
any Luftre without it. And yet it was their vain Af- 


fectation of this Power that has been the cauſe of a 


their Misfortunes; ſo that by their affefting a Power 
above what the Law intruſted them with, they came to 
be abridg d of that which they might have lawfully ex- 
'erted : And like the Dog in the Fable, while they have 
graſp d at the vain ſhadow of Arbitrary and Ab- 
"ſolute Dominion, loſt the real Subſtance of the Juſt 
Authoriry and Royal Dignity, which both GOD 
and the People had inveſted them in. Here the Reader 


will likewiſe ſee the moſt Wicked and Nefarious De- 


ſigns weil'd over with the faireſt, Pretences 3 and 
how Religion and the Publick Good, have been made 
Stalking-Horſes for carrying on the moſt Villanous 
Intrigues, and for perpetrating the moſt Barbarous 
Actions. Here alſo the Reader will behold, in ſeveral 
Inſtances, how no Ties of Blood are ſo near, nor 


Oaths and Vows ſo ſacred, but they have been broken 


by ſome Princes, like Sampſon's Threads, when Law- 
leſs Ambition and a Uſurped Crown, has been the 
| Prize they aim d at. And here—But why ſhould I go 
on to multiply Particulars, and foreſtall the Readers? It 
is enough that they will have plenty of Examples, that 
tho Princes have proſper d in their Wickedneſs, and 


that the Earth has cover d the Blood they have ſhed, 
and Juſtice was not to be had below; yet a Divine 
Nemeſis has at laſt overtaken em; and they have 


found 


their Crowns, 


. —_ 
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| To the Impartial Reader. 
found in the Couclufion of all their Iojuſt (tho* ſome- 


times Proſperous Enterprizes) That there is not onl 
a Reward for, the Righteous, but that there als 


Having g iuen this brief Account of my Undertaking, 
1 ſhall further add, That the main Objeftion againſt 
Secret Hiſtories (that they are ſeldom True) is Satis- 
Jattorily auſwer'd in this Work ; for as to the Truth 
of what is here advauc'd, tis either warranted by 
Authentick Authors, and Manuſcripts of Unudoubted 
Credit, or communicated to me, by the Reverend Mr 
W, who'was a Spy in the French Court, aud by 
that means took Minutes of the moſt Secret Tranſacti- 
ons between England and France for many Tears. 
I ſball only add, That to render this Secret Hiſtory 
Compleat, .I. have (beſides the Aſſiſtance I had 
from Maouſcripts) interwove in their proper Pla- 
ces, All thoſe Scarce and Valuable Pieces of Secret Hi- 


| ſtory which were to be purchas'd ; and what was not, 


I have conſulted in Publick and Private Libraries. And 

to make ſeveral: Bafſages in this, Secret Hiſtory the 

more Intelligible to the Reader, I have prefix'd to every 

King's Reign an Abſtract of their General Hiſtory ; 
-which in a few Lines preſents the Reader with a Scheme _ - 
of their whole: Reigus. © N 
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INTRODUCTION. 


| HAT the Writing of 4 True Secret His I. 
| ſtory isa moſt neceſſary and uſeful Under- 3 
_ taking, appears from hence, That it both  * 
ſets things in a true Light, and ſheys. the Secret 
Springs and real Cauſes from ' wlicnce ſo many 
ſtrange and various Effects have proceeded; which 
_ oftentimes has been very different from what has 
been pretended: And as thoſe Pretences were only 
deſign'd for a Blind to obſcure the Obliquity of 
thoſe Actions which they. endeavour d to hide from 
the World, fo the taking away of thoſe falſe Sub: 
tertuges, and bringing the Truth of things to Licht 
does both inform our Judgments; and rectifie thoſe 
Miſtakes which have ſo long been obtruded upon 
the World. It is indeed-a difficult Work, both — 
as well for the Antiquity of the things we are to 
treat of, in many of theſe Reigus; as alſo becauſe 
11 thoſe that are nearer vs, there has been ſo mich 
Care and Caution us d, to conceal the inward and 8 
particular Motives of their Actions from us: vet 
according to our Collections of thoſe Ancient RRR⸗- 
mains that are left unto the World, and the Con- 180 
ces, Ads and Inſtruments of late Pines, wr +, = 7 


C "The Introduction. FE | 
mall deliver the Secret Tranſactions and Courſe . 
Affairs to the Publick View without Paſſion or Parti- 
wel; Endeavouriag to be of no Side but that of 
Irxuth, as it ſhall appear to our Apprehenſion. And 
that we go no farther backward than Wiliam the 
. Sirnamed the Conqueror, i is becavſe we thiuk it 
buta needleſs piece of Curioſity to lock farther back 
into the Times paſt, than we can well diſcern, and 
whereof we can neither have Proof nor Profit: For 
indeed, had we the particular Occurreats of all Na- 
Vos and all Ages, it might more incumber, but 
not better our Underſtandings: We ſhall find the  - 
| | ſame Correſpondencies to hold in the Actions of 
Men; their Vertues and Vices the ſame, tho' riſing , 
0 falling according, to the Worth or Weakneſs 
of Governours: The Cauſes of the Ruines and 
Changes of Coinmon-Wealths to be alike, and the 
Train of Affairs, carried by the Precedent in 4 
Courſe of Succeſſion, uader the like Fignres. e 


Mo 


MEET 


0 05 We have only this father to inform our Reader, ; 
That tho” the Secret Hiſtory of each King, is the , 
Principal Deſign of this BOOK; yet we ſhall iatro- 

: duce the Secret Hiſtory of each Reign, with a 

=” ſhort: Abſtract of the General Hiftory of each | 


* : 
| Prince. Which as it will not take up much of our ; 
Room, ſo it will give the Reader a better Idea of | 
256 4 
1 what Ls Aly $57 Ss in 17 98 7 . | 
. ; | N 1 75 528 : 1 2 . 2 LE ; F.. : a ä 85 * 
N. ET 3 n 58 go ; 83 f 
4 > EN : . : 
1 * 1 * = ff 25 2 3 ; l | 
« 4 7 4 * * 4 2 25 f 1 8 5 * 7 * 3 4 2 x F 
| — 2 2 * ? oh 1 N : : * 0 * of - 
2 . * AF: — " "4 he * 2 3 4 
JJV ; "> PHE | 
V Be FM : 
© 3 * 7 2 . ke > "vt, | 
Fi ; * — 5 x ' . " * 8 = 
wg 2 RE ned * i ; FF * s #4 p + Y - 7 * 1 
« * : ; | 4 0 r 172 Ph 
OS 1 v. | 5 | 
: A K. : 8 7 4 þ Þ * { 
. # "eb 8 : N * * ka * 
FP T5 ? A * 8 . 
I. : « — 4 by A ? F 


Tree SECRET HISTORY). N 
King WILLIAM the Firſt, 
tents, Þ DONE 7 
- CONQUEROR. 
—_ ILLIAM the Firſt, 02 4 called the : Jl 


'  Conquerour ) was Baſtard Son to Robert Duke \, 
of Normandy, and after his Father's Deceſe 
ſucceeded him in that Dubędom; And upon 
. the Death of Edward the Confeſſor, laid 
claim tꝰ the Grown-of England: To obrain which, he prepar'd 4 
Thouſand Ships, fur niſb d with Men, Horſe, and all Warlike Provi- * | 
; | ſions, and ſailing for England, Landed on the Coaft of Suſſex; and 5 
; After a bloody Baniel at Haſtings, obrain d the Victory over King . 
Harold, with the ſlaughter of near Seventy thouſand men on both | 
fides ; wherein Harold himſelf being ſlain, Duke William came 
to London, an4 was. Receiv d and Crown d at Weſtminſter, l io 
-Aldred Archbiſhop of York.  #e ujed his Victomy Tyrannically, 4 CR 
8. Paſſeſſing moſt of the Engliſh of their Lands, and giving them to the 
Normans: for- which Oppreſſions he was continually moleſted ; ſome- 
times with the Danes, hen with the Welſh, and as other times with „ 
the Scots out of Ireland ; beſides his Troubles in Normandy amongſ t 
his own People: e deſtroy'd and. laid waſte all the Countrey ve © + Fl 
twixt York and Durham for the ſpace of Sixty. Miles: And in 
Hampſhire pull d down Thirty fix Churches, and deſtroy i many Towns | 
and Villages for iht [pace of Thirty Miles, to make 4 Foreſt of, fir \" 
Wild Beaſts. And-baving ian d over England Twenty Tears, Ten | 3 Mi 
Months, and odd Days, he died at Roan in Normandy, Sept. 9. 45404 
1087. Aged Sixty four Tears ; and was with ſome difficulty buried MY 
at Caen in Normandy; having left the Dukedom of Normandy 0 £ 
his Eld:{ Son Robert, and the Kingdom of England 10 his Second Son 1 
William, who ſucceeded him. 1 hus far hi, General Hiſtory. > 3 


bi 8 
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As for his Secret Hiſtory, ie began before his Birth, W Rick 
was a Work of Darkneſs, and therefore a Secret thing: For © 
Robert Dake ot Normandy, the Sixth in deſcent from Rollo, Ri- ; "£7 


ns | 


E «„ 
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1 F True Secret Hiſtory of a 


ding through Falais, a Town in Normandy, ſaw certain young 


| Perſons Dancing near the Way; and ai he ſtay'd ſome time to 


behold their Paſtime, he particularly fix'd his eye upon a 
young Damſel named Arloize, who was but of mean Birth, 
being but a Skinners Daughter ; ſhe Dancing there among the 
reſt, the Duke was ſo taken with her Perſon and Dancing, that 


the ſame Night he cxus'd her ſecretly ro be brought to his Bed, 


of whom he then begot this William : And ſo laſcivious was 
this Arlotte reporged to be in her behaviour, when the Duke ap- 
proach'd to embrace her, that the Engliſh afterwards 
(adding an APication to her Name) from her, calłd every . 


unchaſte Woman a Harlot. | 


This King being the firſt of the Norman Race, and coming 
in, as ſome'would have ir, by Conqueſt, and acting by his 
own Arbitrary Will and Pleaſure 3 is b, ſome Writers of later 


years mightily cry'd np for making Enzliſh Men Slaves, and 


entailing Slavery upon us even to this Day: For Dr. Fulbeck 


in his Pandetts of the I aw of Nations, Chap. 19. p. 69. hath. 
theſe Words: For England rus much I dare ſpeak, and under the 


Rule of Medeſty proteſt, That fine? the Untverſal Conqueſt of Wil- 
liam, who firſt Conimanded and Impaſed Tribute upon this Land, (for 


Conguerors may Com nan) Tribuè and Subſidy have been as juſtly, 


both by rhe Law of GOP and the Law of Nations, paid in England 
n in Jerry ; yea, and juſtly continued, as 4 Remembrance of 4 Con- 
queſt. To the tame purpoſe one Blackwood allo Writes, 


concluding; That we are all Slaves by reaſon of the Conquelt, - But 


by theſe Gentlemens leaves, as much 1n love with Slavery as. 


they are, the Caſe is far otherwiſe ; nor did King William him- 


ſeif lay any claim to the Crown by Conqueſt : *Tis true, he 
acted like a Conquerour in the Courſe of his Reign; and like 
ſeveral of his Succeſſors, trampl-d upon thoſe Laws he had 


ſworn to preſerve ; depreſſing the Engliſh by all manner of 


ways, advancing his Nor ans, and ſupplying all Vacancies with 


them, both in Church and State; inſomuch chat ſcarcę any No- 


ble Family of Eagliſh Blood was ſuffered to bear either Office 
or Authority within the Realm: Seizing all the Foreſts and 


Chaces in the k ingdom into his own poſſeſſion; and not only ſo, 
. _ ut to make a great Foreſt near the Sea in Hayy Sher he diſ- 
Peopled Villages and Towns, laying all waſte for about the 


ſpace of Thirty Miles, to make a Deſart for Beaſts of Chace. 
The great end pretended for ſuch an unexampled piece of 
Tyranny as his deſtroying Jo many Vil ages, was, the great de- 


light he took in Hunting: Bur its ſecret and true cauſe was, to 
make a place of Footing for his Normans, and other Friends 


Out of France ; in caſe the Engliſ (whom his Tyrahinical Go- 


vernment had ircitated to the higheſt degree) ſhould attempt 
2 Revolt. And the more to enſlave the Enghſh, he cauſed the 
Las to be turned into th: Norman Language, which was a 


Barbarous and a Broken French, not well underſtood of the 
ene themElvyes, and not at all of the Vulgar Engliſh; and by” 
; F 1 2 FE Ty ; . CY 
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| King WI LEL AM the Firſt | 5 73 | 


this means becoming ignorant of the Laws, many were thereby 


Extreamly intangled; and others for the breach of em rather 
made away, than juſtiy Executed; which was his Secret Inten- 
tion herein. Acting in this Cale rather worſe than Caligula, 

of whom it is reported, That when he intended to make Ad- 
vantage of his penal Edicts, he cauſed them to he written in 
ſo imal} Letters, and the Tables of them. to he faſtened ſo high, 
that it was inipolhbie any Man ſhould read them. He alſo 
cauſed all the Monaſteries and Abbeys to b# ſearched, upon 

the Specious pretence of the Rebels and their Aiftants having 


conveyed their Riches into thoſe Religious Houſes, as into 


places priviledged, and free from Seizure; but the Secret In- 
tent of King William was, under the Colour thereof, to diſ- 
cover what Treaſure they had, and then to Rob them of it; 
which he alſo did, ſeizing upon the Plate, Jewels and Treaſure 
of all the Monaſteries in FnWand, taking ſeveral of thoſe Re- 
ligious Houſes wholly into his own Poſleſſicn, and ſeizing upon 
the Liberty of others, which. they were after wards forced to 
_ redeem at very high and Exceſhve Rates: And ſeveral of the 
Strangers which he Entertained in his Pay, he diſperſed into 
many of theſe Religious Houſes, and lome alſo among the 
Nobility; bis Secret Deſiga thereby being both to fat our his 
- own Purſe, and to have Always a Watch over them of whoe 
Allegiare2 he had any ſuſpicion: And for the gommon fort 
of People, he diſarmed them, and by a Law Enàcted that in all 
Towns and Villages they ſhould. ring a Bell at Eight a Clock 
at Night, and that upon the ringing thereof, all the Inhabi- 
tants ſhould put out both their Fire and Candle, and po to Bed; 
ſecretly by that means deſigning to prevent their aſſociating 
together in the Night. le ſt thereby any Plots or Conſpiracies 
ſhould be carried on againſt him: Compelling them to imi ate 
the Norman Faſhions; inſomuch that their Children at School 
were taught their Letters and Principles of Grammar in the 
Norman. Language. | | „ E 
But tho all thoſe Proceedings do ſufficiently ſhew bim a 
Tyranyical and Arbitrary Prince, and one who defign'd the 
üntire ſubjecting of the Nation to the Will and Pleaſure of 
the Normans, yet did not the King ſo, much as pretend to an 
abſolute Conqueſt, which will ſuſficiently appear by the man- 
ner of his Coronation; which 1 will here inſert, it not being 
commonly to be met with. , SS PDU 
Duke William being Couſin German to King Edward the 
Confeſſor, did after the Death of that King pretend, that 
the Right of the Crown truly devolved vpon him; and not 
only fo, but alſo that the ſaid Edward had deſigned him for his 
Succeſſor, and by his laft. Will had bequeathed the Kingdom 
to him: And this was confirm'd by the Conſent of the Nobi- 
lity, and principally of Harold himſelf ; who had ſworn to him, 
That he would, aſſiſt him in the qptaining of the Croun of 
England, if ever Edward died without iſſue. But it ſeems Oaths 
22 ĩ Ins 
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6 The True Secret Hiſtory "EO OR 
are but little regarded, when a Crown is in the way; for King 
Edwird being Dead, Harold (inſtead of aſſiſting Duke William 

ſet the Crown upon his on Head; which the Duke hearing, 


ſent over an Ambaſſador to him, requiring him to remember 
the Oath he had made to the ſaid William in the time of his Ex- 


tremity; (for he was then his Priſoner. in Normandy : ) But 
Harold being now at liberty, and in 4 oſſeſſion of the 1 hrone, 
return d for Anfer, That as for him to take an Oath to deliver up 


the Inheritance of any Realm, without the general Cinſent and Allom- 


©". ance of the Senate and People could not but he a pirce of great Preſump- 


Ton ; yea, altho be might have juſt Title ſo to do: Wherefore it 


was an unreaſonable Requeſ of te Duke now to require him to re- 


naounce the Kingdom, in which he was o well ſettled, to he good liking 
of and content of the People. U port the receiving, of this unkind Re- 
turn from Has old. hy way of Anſwer to his Demand, the N:rman 
Duke (that he might not be altogether his own. Judge) refers 
himſelf to the Pope (which at that time was Alexander the Se- 


cond) to decide the matter, and ſo refolved that thę infallible 


Chair ſhould determine who had the juſteſt Right to the Crown 
and Kingdom, Harold or Himſelf: And the Roman Pontiff (like a 
good Old Gentleman, who would not be behind hand wich him 
in Civility for ſo great a kindnets as was the Appealing to him, 
and ther@byghattering him with a Judicatory Power over Prin- 
ces? was verveaſily indyc'd to Pronounce Sentence on Duke 
William's behalf; Who being thus firengthen'd. by a threefoid 
Claim, viz. His ſucceeding to King Edward in the Kingdom by 
Right of Inheritance, the Bequeſt of the Crown to him hy the 


Confeſſor, and the Popes Definitive Sentence in his Favour, he * 


_ reſolved to try what he could do to gain the Poſſeſſion of it by 
Force of Arms; for Harold, it ſeems, regarded not all th-fe 

Pretences. VVV | 
Duke William therefore convening his Parliament, or, Aſſem- 
bly of three Eſtates, which conſiſted of the Clergy, Nobility 


and Commons, the Nobility promisd to -ſerve him, and the 


Clergy and People to aid him with Money, according to their 

ſeveral Abilitigs. So that being thus tupply'd,and aſſiſted, with 
ſeveral other of his Friends, makes for England, and arrived 
ata place in Suſſex called Peveneſſy, (now Pemjey) and was no 


ſooner on Land, but by his Proclamation. he declared upon what 


_ occaſions he thus entered the Realm, and ſo pi epared to give 
Harold Battel. And as Perjury ſeldom . or never eſcapes un- 


puniſhed, ſo here was a viſthle inflance . of the Divine Juſtice | 


upon Harold for his Breach of Oath and Covenant to the Duke; 
for in the Battel of #ajtings he met wich his Reward, loſing 
both his Crown and his Life at once; leaving Wiliam tofiniſh 
the Day with Victory, over thoſe that were yet reſolved to diſ- 
pute the Cauſe with him. OTE 5 
And being thus rid of higStubborn Enemy, in the heat of the 


5 Chace he got to London, and poſſeſſed himſelf of that Kingdom 


which he pretenced was his own by Right before, wi the 
2 88 5 — 05 * f 4 ZE , ? 72 | ; x £9 4 5 | g itles 
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Titles we have already mention'd. Yet was it not in any ſuch 1 
bpaughty and inſulting way as many wand fain have us i e 
dT 8o believe, upon their bare Credit and Te ſtimony: No, (ke 
cChoſe the more grateful and complying Artifices of a Courtier, "0 
Add ſetiled himſelf in it by a mutual Agreement and express 
Compact. as. will appear by the manner of his Coronation, '. . 
* which] before promis d to inſert, and to which this Account HS. 
- - "his Claim and Coming-over, is hut pr 
The Duke having sorten the Bittel at Haling on the 15 
of oOdlober o. was the Chriſtmas following Crown d at Weſt- | 
minſteꝛ, by Aldred Archbiſhop of Tort, ( Stigand Archbiſhop of 
' Canter bury, not being held to be Canonically inveſted in his 
See) At his Coronation, the Excellent and moſt Famous Laus 
of Sc. Edward being ſhewed to him, and be being asked, 
herber he wꝛiuld gavern the Realm by theſe laws? He anſwered, 
* He would: The Archbiſhop then asked th= ( Engiiſh) People, 
I Tf they would Ant to have the Duke their Ring? And if ke ſhoull then * 
be Crowned? To which they all with an Unanimous Conſent,” i Di 
EE Anſwered? Yea, Yea, Whereupon be took the Coronation- * *.* 3 
Oath : the ſenſe af which. take as follovssͤ̃ 8 
f This Scepter / moſt thankfully receive, and with it do moſt So- | 
ke lenny Promiſe and Smear to Govern both Church and State in Peace. 
, - And Vn to Rule my subjed with that Fuſtice and prudent Care 
"as becames a good King. I will ( mith the Advice and Conſent of 
my Great Council) Exafl Right Laws: Which done, he witneſs all 
ye Saint, That ro the tmaſt of. my Power, I will my ſelf religtouſiy 
b rrve and keep it: For what can be more vain and incmſiſient with . 
He the common, Reaſon of ail Mankind, than for 4 Prince Publickly and 
© Solenmly ta prdain a Faw, and the next moment after to break and 4- 
broęuiè it in bis Cloſ't ? All Rapines I will forbid, and all Falſe a 
Judgment e*: No Mega or arbitrary "Atts, under the Pretence of the by 4 2 
Preropative R:yal will ] ſuff-r er pet mit, to the "oppreſſion of thy 3 
_ Engliſh Subjects, betw ten whim and my Normans, I will adminiſter -, + AF 
3 Equal Right. And tha: G 0 P, Angels, m Nor mans, and vou, may an 
ce be ume er Panties tothecSincerity of myHeart, That, I will not take 4 
ir the Engliſh-Mens, Inter jtance: by Injull ice, or thruſt them out of hei 
Patirnal Paſſeſſions by Wrong + That I haue not, nr will not pretenlan 
d iſ 20 any Alſelute or Deſpotical Power, over their Lives Liberties and | 
Eſlates; nor violate, break, of after the Eundamental Rights f 


— 
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at WM the Kingdom (as Tyrants do-whoon'y A An to inſtare theirPeaple.) I 

e 40 lere Solemrly Promiſe ani Swear inthe Preſence of all ibe mighty -. 

Ws: -- Po wert, invi lably to obſerve and keep the Sacred Lans of St. i. 3 

e 0 TTT £ 
2 5 Which being ſaid, the Archibſhop of rork, ſet the Imperia! 
12 Cron upon William's Head: And thus of a Duke of Norman 
ih - "6, be Was Created King of England. e. 
_ And nos, Reader, I will leave thee to Judge, whether Duke | 

or. William's. overcoming; King Harold at the Battel of Haſtings, -- 

od .* Jocks like an abſolute Conqueſt of Englund; or whether abſo- 

INT | 


m weh Diſclaimingall Title 9 Deſpotick Power. 
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6 RE.) The True Secret Hiſtory of 
he was not admitted to the Crown by a Solemn Compact, and 
; mamutual Agreement? Ks CCC 
| If it be objetted, That he acted contrary to what he had ſo 
ſolemnly promis'd and ſworn, I readily grant it: And yet even 
| the moſt arbitrary things heRcted, were done under the ſpecious 
_ Pretences of Reforming the Laws; not being willing to own 
any Open violation of them: Nor did he fo pertinacioufly in- 
| ſiſt upon the Alterations he had made, but that upon Com- 
EE. Haan made to him, he often.redreſs'd their Grievances. And 
= 1 


7 


erefor᷑e after he had cauſed the Laws to he pat into the Nor- 
man Language, the agrieved Lords and People of England, ten- 
_ dering their humble Petition, and beſeeching him, in regard o., 
bis Oath made at his Coronation, and by the Soul of St. Ed- 
ward, from whom he had the Crown and Kinzdom, under whoſe 
Laus they were Born and Bred, that he would not add that. 
- Miſery, to deliver em up to be judged by a ftrange Law they 
underſtood not: Whereupon the King gave Command to his 
*® Jufticiaries to ſee that the Laws of St. Edward ( which were ſo 
called, not that he made em, but that he Collected them out 
of Merchen-Law, Dan'-Law, and Weſt{ex-Law ) ſhould be invio- 
lably obſerved throughout the Kingdom: Tho'after all, it muft 
be confeſſed that that Command was: rather given to quiet the 
'8 People, with a ſhow of the continuation of their ancient Privi- 
1 '.* edges, than that they did indeed enjoy them; for (as others 
8 of his Succeſſot᷑s have done ſince )whilft he ſeemed to preferve 
OR and defend, he ſecretly was undermining their Liberty: 
| Whereas had he kept ſtrictly to the obſervance of his Coro- 
nation-Oath, he might baye liv'd. more belov'd, and dy d more 
lamented To conclude. I know no better Teſtimony of 
dum that can be given, than out of his own Mouth: For lying 
„„ on his Death- Bed, (where Men are moſt ready to ſpeak the 
PEN Truth) theſe were his Words: The Engliſh I hated; the Nobles 
diſhonoured, the Commons I truly vexed, and many I unjuſily diſinberi- 
; ved in the County of York, and ſundry other Places; an innumerabl® 
' + «fort with Hunger and Sword I Slew; and thus that Beautiful and 
Noble Nation, I made defelate with the Deaths of many Thouſands. 


. Baut how he was forſaken at his Death, and with what Uiffi- 
* culty his dead Body obtain'd a place of Burial; the Reader 
—_ may be imformed from thoſe who have Written his General 
_._: „%% mc, To Eo en, 
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King WILLIAM the Second, 
FSirnamed RUFUS. 


of bis red colour) was ſecond Son ro William Firſt, 


ing Dicke of Normandy, who lthewiſe claimed the Crown, but 


was pactfied by tbe Mediation of Ring William's Friends, and the 


Fromiſe of 3000 Marks 4 Tear. Robert having left England. 
- ſoon after Malcome Xing of Scots invaded it, burning and ſpdiling 
as far 4s Cheſter : Aud no ſooner was there Peace made between 


King William and Malcome, but he and his Brother Robert fell 


out again, aul again were reconcild: upon which Malcome, King 


of Scots, male another inrode into England, but being Encounter d by 


Robert Moubray Earl of Nothumberland, the Xing and his 
Son were there both Slain, William and his Brother Robert falling 


out the third time, are after much trouble again reconcil'd, and Ihen | 
Robert went to Jeruſalem, and Conquer d it. Many, fearful things - 
bappened in this Kings Reign, as Earthquakes, Dreadful Lightning, 


Apparitions, Blazing Comets, Innundations and Deluges, to the De- 


ſtruction of the People, and much Land was over-whelmed-by the Sea, 
never to be recovered, among which were Ear! Goodwin 's Lands, now 


called Goodwins Sands, When he hal reigned near Thirteen Tears, 
be was Slain by an Arrow in New-Forreft, by Sir Walter Tyrrel 


4 French Knight, and being brought to Wincheſter in a Colliers 


_ Cart, was there buried Anno. 1100. on the 2d of Auguſt, 
Thus far his General Hiſtory. 7 | 


His Secret Hiſtory begins with the beginning of his Reign, 7. 
ſor the Stepping into the Throne before his Elder Brother, was 
a Secret Contrivance; which he was ſo intent about, that 
he left his Father in a Dying condition, that he might be readỹ 
to Seize upon the Kingdom, before his Brother Robert: Lis 
true, he had it hy his Father's, Will; who by this Attdeftroy'd t! 
the Right of Primogeniture, and by a Secret Contrivance be. 
tween him and his Father, his Eldeſt Brother was abſent in7er- 2 
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IVV dme, Crowned Ning of England at Weſtminſter, | 
; Z Lanfrank Archbiſhop of Canterbury, his Elder Brother Robert 
E 


4 


ä The True Secret Hiſtory of . 


/ many, whilſt he poſſeſs d himſelf both of the Kingdom, and | 


his Father's Treaſure , and thereby diſappointed his Brother of 
making thoſe Efforts for the Recovery of the Crown, which he 
would otherwiſe have done: For, natwithſtanding his Father's 
Will, it was the Opinion of many, that the Right of Succeſſion 
lay in Robert; and that it was not in.the Power of the King to 
di inherit his Eldeſt Son, and to appoint another to ſucceed him. 


And this gave him no ſmall Trouble; for notwithſtanding 


his Father's. Will, he knew well enough he muſt both be put in, 


and hold Poſſeſſion of the Crown, by the Will of the King- 


dom: And the way he took to purchaſe that, was by privately 
promiſing to the Engliſh the Redrefmg of their Grievances, 
and ſecretly bribing the Normans with large Gifts. This he 
thought was the ſureſt way to go to work; and therefore goes 
down to'Wrncheſter, where his Father's Treaſures lav, and pro- 


fuſely (quander'd away all that which with fo much Care and 
Avarice his Father had amaſſed together: This he diſtributes 


thereii for tho' he got the Love of many, yet he loft the 


Love of more, not being able to content all. And afterwards + 


failing of his promiſed Supplies to the Nirmant, (who expected 
he ſhould be always giving). and taking from the Engliſh thoſe 
' Liberties he pretended to give em, it procured him a general 
Hlatred, and forced him to all thoſe diſhonourable Shifts for 
- Faiſing of Money, that could be deviſed ; inſomuch that he re- 


ſumed his own former Grants. | 


— . , 


ITis true, whilft Lapfrank lived, u r | 
Piety and Vertue, (as the Times then went) he conceald his 


Vices, and kept himſelf in ſome good order; but he being 


dead, the King (as one got looſe from his Chain, and having 
the Reins upon his Neck) gave himfelf up to all I.icentiouſ- 

2 preying upon all that Rood: in bis way; eſpecially upon 
the C 


ergy, as thoſe amongſt whom he found the richeſt Bo- 


ties: An where a rich Biſnoprick, or Abbey, became vacant, 
it was uſual with him to keep them in his own Hands; and one 
time he_hadmo leſs than three Biſhopricks, to wit, Canterbury, 


W Wincheſter, and Saliibury, and twelve Abbeys, all in his own 
Hands; all which he let out to Farm, and receiv'd the Profits; 


threat Normans, and yet obtain'd not altogether bis End 


ho was a Prelate of great 


he fir ſt introducing that Cuſtcm which bas been ever ſince kept 


up by his Succeſſors, That the Kings of England receive tbe 


ITemporalities of Biſhops Sees, as long as they remain vacant. 
The Archbiſhoprick of Canterbury he kept in his own Hand, af- 
ter the Death of Lanfrank, Four Years; and would have d one 
fo longer, but that in a dangerous Fit of Sickneſs he had ſome 
Reluctancy of Mind, or Qualms of Conſcience about it; and 


Fearing he ſhould die, he conferred the Biſhopfick of Corterhw | 


0% 


upon Anſelm, and the Biſhoprick of Lincoln upon Robert Bloet, 


two Eminent Men of that Time; But as ſoon as he recover d 


his Health, he repented of the Good hechad done in his Sick- 


-- neſs, and won d not be ſatisfied, till he had caus d Blper to 1 8 
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of 5000 l. and had allo receiv'd conſiderable Summs of Money 
5 from Anſeim; which tho' he tranſacted ſecretly, came ſoon af- 
3 — ter to be publickly known, to his great Diſhonour: Which 
3 made one ſay of him, Thar he repented not more in Time of Sick 
2x neſs of the Evil he bad done in Health, thin being in Health be re- 
0 pented of the God be had dine in Sickneſs + So that in bim this Pa- 
Bo, radox was werified, That there was ntbing made him Sich but Health, 
5 an ! nothing made him be in Health but S:chnzſs, But theſe were x pr 
wy not all the ways he had of getting Money, as 1-ſhall preſently : 
3 ſhew you; and indeed he had ſo many, and many of them ſo 5 
* unjuſt, that it ſeemed he cared not how he got his Money, ſo 2 
#5 he did but get it. Having once agreed to pay the King of 
A France a great Sum of Money, he raiſed it in this manner: Un- 2 
i der a Pretence of wanting Soldiers for his Wars in Norman iy, We 
A be cauſed 20000 Men to he levied ; and when they were ju wy 
E ready to take Shipping, the King lets em know, that whoſo- 
* ever would pay Ten Shillings towards the levying of Soldiers 
d in Normandy, ſhouldl be excus'd from going, and tarry at Home. 
a This Offer appear'd ſo plauſible, that there was ſcarce a Man 4 
4 | that did not accept of the Condition. This was one of tze 
e moſt innocent ways he took, but he ſtuck not at thoſe that were 
1 far worſe ; for he not only uſually ſold all Spiritual Prefer ments 
to them which would give moſt, bat he alſo took Fines of 
- Prieſts for Fornication; and took Money of the Fews, to cauſe 
Re ſuch oC them as were converted, to renounce Chriſtianity, and 
: return to Judaiſm ; their Unbelief bringing him more Advan- 
47 tage than their Converſion. For a young Few being converted 
75 to the Chriſtian Faith, and his Father being very much troub ed 5 
- at it, preſented the King with Sixty Marks, defiring that he | 
4 would order his Son to return to his former Judaiſm: Where- 
L upon the King, being willing to earn the Money, ſent for the 
55 young few, commanding him to return to the Religion af his 
8 Nation, without any more ado. Bur the young Man, nothing 4 
t. daunted, very ſmartly aniwer*d, That he wondred his Majiſly 
8. wou'd uſe ſuch rds; for being a Chriſtian bimſelf, he ſpould much "i 
is rather pes ſwade him to Chriſtian'ry : With which Aniwer the Kirg 
was ſo confounded, that he commanded the young Man to ger 
out of his Sight, But che young Man's Father (the old Fw) _ 
t 5 ſeeing the King could do no god upon his Son, demanded his 
5 Money again: No, faid the King, I have raken Pains enough for ie 


f. | ' Money, tho' I han't mrn'd hin; and yet, ſaid the King, that you 5 4 
5 may fee how bindly [ will deal with you, you ſhall bave one half, and 


> the other ba'f you can't in Conſcience deny me.— He alſo cauſed di- 

K. vers of the Nobility to pay grievous Eines for very ſmall 2 
d Tranlgreſſions, of which he had ſecret Notice given by ſuch f 
J | Spies as he had lurking in every Place. He alio ſet forth a 

We. Proclamation, forbidding any to go out of the Realm without 

d his Licenſe ; the Pretence for which, was, that they might not 

5 ſtir up Enemies agdinſt him abroad: But the ſecret Intent of it 


was, that they might pay well for their Licenſe : And this 
3 . | brough - 
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hrought him in no little Gain; for many, by reaſon of the 
Oppreſſions they lay under at Home, were ſo diſcontented, that 
they choſe rather to content him for giving them Leave to go 
Abroad. And from hence grew the Cuſtom, or Law, Ne Extat 
Regno; for, as one well obſervęs, Precedents of Servitude are ſure 
to live when Precedents of Liberty are ſſ ill born. | | 
Hiſtorians tel} us, That this King valu'd himſelf much upon 
keeping his Word, and being juſt to what he had promi:'d ; 
and that he often uſed to ſay, That even God himſelf was obliged 
by bis Mord: But his ſecret Deſign in ſo faying, was, I hat Men 
might be careful to keep their Words to him, rather than that 
he intended to keep his to them: Or elſe why did he not take 
Care to keep his'Word to his Brother Robert, to whom. he pro- 
mis d to leave the Kingdom of England, after his Deceaſe, but 
ee, it not? Why ęlſe allo did he not keep his Word to 
is Engliſi Subjects. to whom, in the Time of the Rebellion of 
the Norman Lords, he promiſed; That if they would now ſtick 
to him, they ſhould have their Ancient Laus reſtor'd, and be 
allowed to hunt in his Foreſts: which Promiſe he kept not at 
all, or at leaſt quickly brake it? Nay, why did he not keep 
his Word with GO D himſelf, ta whom (being ſick at Glou- 
71 and in ſome Hazard of his Life) he made a ſolemn Vow, 
hat if he Recovered, he would lead a new Life. and leave off 
His diſorderly Courſes; but being Recovered. he grew more 
diſorderly than he had been before? So that if we muft make 
our Jucgment from his greateſt Actions, it cannot be ſaid he 
was juſt to his Word. But juch # the Privilege that Princes 
elaim over their Sub je s, that if they make a Promiſe, it muſt be 
| 958 and tho they break it, yer they will allow none to que- 
ion it. / N 1 
He is charged by ſome with being extreamly Laſcivious; but 
no particular In ſtances thereof appearing, I ſhall not ſay much 
thereunto; tho, if it be conſidered that he was a ſtrong- 
bodied Man, and never married, it may be probable enough 
that that Vice did not eſcape him; yet Probabilities are not al- 
ways concluding, Tis trove, he had one baſe Son, named 
Burtrannus, whom he advanced to Honour, and matched into 
a Noble Family: But, as on? Swall:w does not make 4 Summer, 
ſo neither 1s one ba'e Son enough to denominate him an ex- 
treamly la ci vious Perſon. | e „ 
- Far more evident it is, that whatever Pretences he made to 
Religion, he ſecretly was an irreligious Man; as will appear by 
theſe Inſtances following: He appointed a Diſputation to be 
held between che Chri/tians and the Fews ; the Fews, before the 
Day came, to the end they might have an indifferent Hearing, 
brought the King a Preſent ; which the King not only receiv'd, 
but encouraged them to quit themſelves like Men; and ſwore 
by St. Luke's Face, which was his uſual Oath, That if they pre- 
vail'd by Diſputation, he would himſelf tfrn Few, and be of 
their Religion. At another time, Fifty Gentlemen being ar- 
, | | i cus'd 


— 


Jĩõĩ S ² · . ² , CET. Yo ̃ͤ ] ⅛ ³ Be. Bo, x 


. % — : 


1 


e Th 


ER Ot Does Fl Et / i > A. 


Kino WILLIAM the Second. Ty 


cus q of Hunting, and killing the King's Deer, which they de- 
nying, were condemn'd to the Ordeal, or Tryal by Fire; 
waich; through the Divine Aſſiſtance, they paſſed through un- 


touch'd: By which means the King. being deceiv'd of thoſe - 


Confiſcations he expected, ſaid, Bom happens thu! Is BOD 4 


juſt Fudge in ſuftering it? Now a Murrain take him that believes it: 


Which was a very plaſphemous and irreligious Saying. . And 
therefore his Teftraining of his Subjects from going to Rome, 
and with-holding the Annual Payment of Peter-Peme; whereby 
he ſeemed not ſo much to approve of the Pope's Proceedings, 


or the Romiſh Religion, as divers Kings before him had done, 


was rather attributed to his Covetouſneſs, and Irreligion, than 
td any right Notions that he had of Truth: Tho? he would of- 


ten ſay, That they (that 1s, the Popes) follow not the Trace of 
St. Peter, but greedily gape after Gifts and Rewards; and, That 


they retain not his Power, whoſe Piety they do not imitate. Tis cer- 
tain he was no Bigot to the Romiſh Religion; for he wou'd often 
ſay, That be believ'd not the Praying to Saints could avail any Man 
in the Sight cf GOD; and therefore ſaid, Neither will I, nor any 
other that is wiſe, make Interceſſion either to Peter, or any other 


Faint fir Help. 


As to his Death, tho' it comes not ſo properly within the 


Compaſs of Secret Hiſtory, being recorded by moſt Hiſtori- 


ans ; yet ſince very few have given us all the Particulars there- 
of, I will here relate it 3 and fo much the rather,-as it ſhews. 


the Secret Curſe of God that followed both the Father and the 
Son, for their deſtroying Towns, Villages, and Churches, and 
depopulating the Country for 20 Miles together, of which I 
have ſpoken in his Father's Reign. I will therefore fitſt ſhew 


the manner of the King's Death, and then thoſe Remarkable 


Circumſtances that attended it. The King being reſoly'd 


on the Day after Lammas- Day (which is the firſt of Auguſt) to 
80 a Hunting in the New Foreſt, about Tfinner-time an Artifi- 
cer came to bim with Four very ſtrong Croſs-bows, of which he 


kept two himſelf, and deliver*d the other two to his Bow- 
Bearer, which was fir Walter Tyrrel, a Knight of Normandy, 
ſaying, Here, Tyrrel, take you theſe two, for you know how to ſpoot 


to purpoſe. And ſo going to Dinner, and there drinking more 


liberaily than uſual, he afterwards rid out to Nem Foreſt, where, 


as he was hunting at a Place call'd Charingham, he flightly 


wounded. a Deer with an Arrow; and the Deer running 
away, the King ftay*d his Horſe to look after it, holding his 
Hand over his Eyes, becauſe the Beams of the Sun ( which was 


then near ſetting ) dazled his Sight; and another Deer at the 
fame time croſſing the way, Sir Walter Tyrrel, before named, 


aiming to ſhoot the Deer, (as' tis ſaid) by a Glance of the 


Arrow, ftrook the King full upon the Breaſt, who only giving 


a heavy Groan, immediately fel! down dead, neither by Speech, 


nor Motion ſhewing the leaft Sign of Life; and only fo much 


of the Arrow as was, without his Body, was found broken, but 
5 | + . 4. whether 
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14 e True Secret Hiſtory o/ : 
whether with his Hand, or-by his Fall, is not known, The 
5 Men that were near: ft him (eſpecially Sir Walter Tyrrel ) gal- 
loped away, ſome be ing amazed, and others thro Fear: But 

fome few collecting themſelves, when their Fear was a little 

over, türn'd back again, and taking up the Royal Body, laid 

| | it upon a Collier's Cart with one Horſe, which hapned to come 
by that way, and fo convey'd it to V inchester, biceding very 


going through a miry way, it broke in the middle, and the 


| 
| 


out anv extraordinary Funeral Pomp, it was interr* in the 
Cathedral Church of St. Swithin, being laid in the Quire, un- 

der 2 plain Marble Stone. But afterwards his Boncs were 
- tranflated. and laid by the Bones of King Canutus. 


9 


ky : traordinary Preſages; for at Finchumſted in Barkſhire, near un- 
Wn 7 ro Abington, a Spring caſt up Liquor, for Fifteen Days together, 
7 in Colour and Subſtance like unto Blood, which tintued and 
infected the next Water-Brook into which it run. And but the 


ſtrange Dram, which was, That he ſaw the King gnaw the 
Image of Chriſt crucified ; and that as he was about to bite 
away the Legs of the ſame Image, Chriſt with his Feet kick'd 
him down to the Ground; and that as he lay on the Earth, there 


_— 


* 


cc 
| 3 


Smoak. The Monk told his Dream to one Robert Fi- Mammon, 

| who related it to the King: Pob! aid the King, in a jeſting, 

manner, 1h Mon; wou'd fain have frriething for his Dream: Go, 

= give him a Hundred Shillings, but bid bim look that he dream more 

| * auſfhicious Dreams be reafter. But this was not all ;Aor the ſame 
| 


wy 
* 
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N | Night the King himielf dreamed; that the Veins of his Arms 
= ..- were broken, and that the Blood iſſued out in abundance. 
= , Theſe things, one wou'd think, ſhould have deterr'd the King 
3 from going a Hunting the next Day: And indeed he fo far took 
3 notice of the many Paſſages he had heard and obſerved, that he 
ſtaid within all the Forenoon ; but going a Hunting in the. Af- 
ternoon, fulfill'd the Event he was forewarn'd of: Which evi- 
dently ſhews, that no Warning can prevent a Man's Deſtiny g 
of, to {peak more like a Chriſtian, That there is no warding off 
the Stroke of Divine Vengeance, when the Meaſure of our Ini- 
quities are full; For the Death of this King carries ſo much 


Divine Juſtice remains not upon Record: For this King having 
made a Law, That whoever kil'd a Deer, ſhould ſuffer. the 
fame Puniſhment as he that kilfd a Man, Is it not Tex Ialionis, 


He who baniſh'd both the Service of GO D, and. the Society of 
Men out of this Place, to make a. vaſt Hahiiation for Savage 
Beaſts, ſhould himſelf periſh there like a Beaſt, and inſtead of 
one, does evidently carry the Finger of GOD. along with it. 

| 8 e | 5 


% / ; 5 


much all the way, by reaſon of the jolting of the Cart, which | 


King's Body tell down into the Mud: And the next Day, wich- 


This Death of the King was not unattended with ſome ex- 


very Night before the King was kill'd, a Monk had a very 


= came out cf his Muth a Flame of Fire, with abundance of 


of Digitus Dei along with it, that a more pregnant Example of 


that this King ſhould be kilfd inflead of a Dzcr? And that. 


King WIL 


VI tbe SECOma. 


and points out the Sin in the Puniſhment. Nor do theſe Re- 
flections relate only to the A but the Father alſo, who firſt 
7 


made it a Foreſt: And tho” the hand of Juſtice did not over- 
take himſelf, yet that Richard another Son of the Conque- 


ror, a Prince of great Hopes, and that Wilkam his Second 


Son, and a Nephew of his, the Son of his Brother Robert, ſhould- 


| all come to untimely Ends in this Place, ſhews the Veracity of 


that Word which tells us, G0 will viſit the Iniquities of the 


Fathers upon their Children, unto the Third and Fourth Genera- 


tion. 


o 


like; and himſelf delighted in continual Adulteries, and Com- 
pany of Concubines, even before the Sun: None thrived 


To ſum up in a few Words the Whole of this King's Reign: 
He did not only oppreſs and fleece this Nation, but rather with 

importunate Exactions, did as it were flay off their Skins: His 
chiefeſt Conſorts were Effeminate Perſons, Ruffians, and the 


about him but Treaſurers, Collectors, and Promoters: He 


ſold all Church Preferments, and took Fines of Prieſts for For- 
nication. Hunting in that moſt Remarkable New Forreft, 


alter Hrrel ſhot him to the Heart, with an Artow out of 4 
Croſs Bow, whether of Purpoſe, or not, is no great Matter. 
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Duke” of \Normandy, being offer d the Kingdom of- Jeruſalem, 


bearing bis Brother Rufus was dead, refus d that Kingdom, in hopes 


of obtaining the Kingdom of England, which was already poſſeſſed 


by bis Toungeſt Brother : Notwithſtanding which, be claim the _ 
Cr own, landing at Por tſmouth; but by the Advice of the Nobles en 


beth fides, it was agreed that Xing Henry ſhou'd pay to Duke Robert 
3000 ak; yearly: Ibo "this Agreement laſted not long, new Diſ- 
ert ions ariſing ag tin between em. After Henry bad reigned with 
25 EY La. 
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"WT ENRY the Firſt was the wungeſt Son of William the 

| Conqueror, and ſucceeded his Brother, William in the Ring- 
A. dom: He was @ Prince of great Wiſdom and Leu ming, 
and for that Reaſon was called Beauclerk. He mitigated ths Sue. 
rity of bis Father's and Brother's Laws, and [wayed the Sceptre with _ 
more Moderation than ei ther of them: But hit Eldeſt Brother, Robert 


variout 


» 
Ps 


. — 2 
of F 2 F _ 
. * + mae mY $4. . . By £ \ 
. - 7 4 * 7 4 8 g 7 5 * ö 7 
2 4 / £7 
* . 


0 


: 


de fon Tb r. 
dae ie eu 1135. 


8 


| 2- . + - yulay Vertues be 
1 $15 much obicur 


2 


. 
— 
= Jo 
© 
SS: 
+ 
Av 
. 
= 

J 
2 
= 
Us 
S 
© 
rr 
o = 
a. 
Re 
F 
2 
Pa 
1 
Qu 
F 
3 
= 
= 


Ceres in che Caſe. And yet becauſe a Pretence of Right does OF 
well, toblind the Eyes of the People; thetetore Hoary hid'a Ml . 
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Ning HENRY the Fife. 
7 2 8 : . 4 2 * : 
Son of William King of Erglanl ; he being born after his Fa- 


thers Acoeſſion g the Crown. And by this ſpecious Pretence 


he ſatisſy d t ple, which was as nuch as he car d for, tho 


he himſelf, E there was nothing in it; and therefore it 
was that he Md it to be ſpread abroad that his Brother was 


choſen King of Jeruſalem, and intended never to return from 


thence: And leſt this Report ſhould loſe its Credit by the Truth 
of another, that ſoon ſucceeded, which was, That Aubert was chen 
in Apulia uon his return Home, he caus d himſelf to be Crown d 


with all imaginable Expedition; ſo that within four Days at- 
ter his Brother's Death, he was Crown'd at Weſtminſter by Mau- 
rice Biſhop of London, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Anſelm, be- 


ing then in Exile: This Extream haſte to be Crowg'd, was no 
doubt from King Zenry's Knowledge.of that Old Proverb, chat 


was probable it might have hinder'd it. £4 Þ 
Duke Kobert having refus d to be King cf Feruſalem, and 


Delays are Dangerous: For had the News of Robert's being 
on his Return, been ſpread abroad before he was Crowa'd, it 


finding that his Brother Henry had ſerv'd him as William did be- 


fore him, was reſolv'd however to try his Fortune in a Battel, 
Landing with an Army at Portſmouth, and having many that re- 


ſorted to him; but being of a flexible Diſpoſition, agrees with 


His Brother to reſign his Right to the Kingdom for 2000 Marks 


a Year, and this Reſignatſon was perhaps the beſt Title that 
King Henry had to the Crown. But Robert coming ſome time 
after to the Court of King Hen, he very kindly Entertain'd 


nual Stipend 
heated with Wine, and mightily taken with his Entertainment, 


him: Secretl hoping thereby to wheedle him out of his An- 
| which fell out accordingly: For Robert being, 


releaſes to his Brother the Yearlv Payment of the 3000 Marks: 


But Reflecting upon the folly of ſo inconfiderate a piece ot 


kindneſs, when he was in Normandy, and complaining of his 
Brother for his ſo deſigning upon him, King Henry ſeems to he 


affronted thereat and to make his Brother amendsfor his kind - 


was an odd fort-of Gratitude for the remiſſion of 3 
a Year. For tho we ſhou'd ſuppoſe thattherelea 


Ihould have leave to ſpeak .... . ©... 


| However, Robert, by this proceedin 


rather than perſwad ing, that in r 


| 5 ling of his Brother's, being 
made ſenſible of his Weakneſs,” comes over into England, and 
throws: himſelf upon his Brothers good Nature; intreating, 


_nels, ſent over a great Armj into Normandy, which foraged the 
Country, and Won many Towns and Cities from him; which 
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them might ceaſe ; concluding his Speech thus: I catl you before 


the Seat of your own Fudgnent, v0 3 whether the Relinquiſhiug. 
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pole ing of that ke 
Money was the Voluntary Ac of Duke Koherr, and not at all 
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deſign d by the King, yet Robert: being a Loſer by it, Loſers ++ 


| egard of the Natural Obi 
gation between them by Blood, and in regard of the many good — 5 
Offices and Benefits wherewith he had endeavour'd to purchaſe 

the Kings Love, all Hoftility and force of Arms - b*»twezn . 


„ 
* 


8 Sr 
7 

7 3 
- 
& 
" ct > 
„ 


* 
6 - 
0 2 * * : 4 * J . 
| b | | 4 5 "0 
" 4 ? 4 0 A . 
& * 0 . * % 5 ; * 5 
af yy * ” * 2 
4 „ : ; I wh 1 » 4 1 4 | b 
* 4 n &. : 1 - 1 4 4 
2 j » VB... 2 * . 1 
"x TS 4 a f 8 3 . 
* * * 43 
: 3 


. 
* 


1 
5 * 


P 
x . 
1 
4” if 
Y ww” 
k * 
; — * 
* - 
4 / £ 
* 1 
o 


oF .- 
: 
a 


«a bd 


( „ N 3 
0 . ＋ 
, , SM 
x >. L * 
1 
{ * 


as from Truth 


8 


88 into England: And he that once ſtood fair for two 
= 1 5 loſt hoth, and his Dukedom too, and was confin d a 
Priſbner to Cardiff Caſtle. Now tho this War was very hard 
upon che Duke, und very unnatural in the King, yet | 
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18 Ihe True Secret Hiſtory of 
of my Title to the Crown of England, wöbetber the \releaſing 
my Annuity of 302 Murks, woetber many other Nindreſſes ſo much 


und ſerved, as ſcarce defired, Trould not in rea E 
thoſe Proſecutions, where War. cann't be made 


out ſhame, nor 


Villoiy attain without Diſhoneur : But the nice deſirous the 


Duke was of Peace, with the greater Diſdain did the King re- 
fule it; havirg another Secret. Deſign, than what he was will- 


ing the World ſhould yet know ; his Ambition grew: with his 


Fortune, and the Kingdom of England would not content him 
without the Dukedom of Normandy; and therefore the Kings 
Buſineſs was to Exaſperate his Brother, to give him the Fairer 
Pretention to Execute his Secret Deiiga, D. Kobert therefore 


fincling thr the Kirg his Brother made uſe of Evajions to a- 


void all offers of Agreement, could not at laſt forb:ac ſaying, 
bare caſt my ſelf ſo low as your baughty Heart can pſſibly wiſh; 
whereby I have wrong d both my ſelf and you; my ſelf, in occaſion- 
ing ſome ſuſpition of Weakneſs ; and you, in making you obſtinate in 
your Andbitiuus Purpoſes : But aſſure your ſelf, that this deſire did 


not proceed either from Want of Courage, or of the Aſſijt ance of 
Friends: Ican alſo be both Unthankful and Unnatural, if I am pro- 
 whed: And if all other Aſſiſtance ſhould fail, yet no Am is to be 


Eſfteemed Weak, that Nriſes wiih the Sword of Neceſſity and Fu- 
ſtice. The King touch'd to the quick with his Brothers 
Words, anſwer'd, He cou'd eaſily endure the injury of his 
Angry Words, but to Men of moderate Judgment he would 
make it appear that he intended no more in offending him, 
than to provide for defending himſelf, To which the Duke 
replying,with ſome few Words ſeaſon'd with Anger and Diſdain, 


left him, and went ftraight to Normandy, in order to defend 
himſelf as well as he could by Force; and the King ſoon after 


followed him with a great Army, now throwing off his Viſor 
ina great Meaſure; and by his Money purchaſing Intelligence 
amongſt thoſe that were neareſt to the Dyke, and privy to his 


moſt Secret Eguncils, who. betray'd em daily to the King: 


Nay, Pope Paſcal himſelf, to ſhew he was as far from Juſtice 


that he might gain his own Ends by obtaining 


from the King theInveſtiture of Biſhops, . Encourag'd him in 
this his Llanatural Deſign, telling him he ſhou'd thereby do a 


2,” Memorable Benefit to his Realm. 


WI l 


S Ihe Duke finding his Condition grow worſe and worſe, and 


that bis Army daily .declin'd, reſolv'd-to venture all at once, 
ang either in the Horſe, or loſe the Saddle: And ſo he did; 
for the two Armies meeting ſhortly after, near the Caſtle of 
+ Tenechbray, after an obſtinate Fight, wherein many of both 
Fir e ſlain, King Henry obtain'd a compleat Victory, and 
„ 


e Duke, with many of his Lords, were taken Priſoners, and 
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Ring HENRY the Firſt. 19 
oyſerve a very evident Divine Nemeſis in this Revolution, for 
the Battel at Tenechbray, in which Normandy was ſubdu'd by Eng- 
land, was that very Day Forty Years in which England was ſub- 
du'd by Normandy at the Battel of Haſt inps, | 
There is no doubt to be made bur Duke Robert was very un- 
eaſie under his Confinement, tho* his Reſtraint was at firſt 
ſomewhat ſavourable; and Yet perbaps this was not defign'd 
him as a Kindneſs by the King, but either by the Negligence 
or Corruption of us Keeper, or elſe, that by letting him have 
ſo much Liberty as to endeavour an Eſcape, the King might 
have the better Colour to confine him ftraiter ; And that this 
was the Deſign, appears by that which follows, to be very pro- 
| bable : For Duke Kobert, by that Liberty which was allow'd 
| him, being tempted to make his Eſcape, took hold of the flat- 
tering Opportunity, and fled for his Liberty, as if it had been 
for his Life; but was quickly purſu'd, and as ſoon taken 
again, fitting on Horſe-back, his Hozſe's Legs being lock'd faſt 
iu deep and miry Clav. And now the unnatural King, for this 
atrempted Eſcape, not only commits ! im to a cloſe and ſtrait 
Priſon, but moſt barbarouſly cauſes his Eyes to be put out, that 
he might not ſee his Miſery, and a ſure Guard ſet upon him. 
Conſiamine forbid that the Face of Man ( foraſmuch as it was 
adorn'd with Celeſtial Beauty) ſhonld be deformed tor any O's 
fence ; What can we then think of King Henry, who cou'd in- 
flit a Puniſhment. ſo barbarouſly cruel upon one that was not 
only his Elder Brother, bat one (ulnch was perhaps his great- 
eſt Fault) that had a Right to be his King? In this dark and 
| diſconfolate Condition the Duke continued Seven and twenty 
Years, ſuffering (for it cann't he call'd enjoying) a Life more 
grievous thar Death, even till the Year before the Death of 
King Henry: For ſo long was the Duke a courting of Death; 
and ſo long did the one Brother over live his Gocd Fortune, 
and the other his Good Nature: And vet, forſooth, | wou'd be 
thought Merciful, for indulging him that miſerable Life, and 
that the uttermoſt Extremity was not intlicted. . 
We have already ſeen King Hewy s Ambition and Cruelty ; 
Bur theſe were not all the Vices he was guilty of, for Covetouſ- 
neſs had likewiſe a great a ſcendant in him: And hence it was- 
that he alſo, as well as his Brother William, kept vacant Biſhop- 
cks in his Hands for ſeveral Years together, receiving the 
Tofits of them all that time to his own Uſe. And tho' ic 
cem'd a great piece of Favour and Mercy in him, to change 
he Puniſhment of Mutilation of Members for ſeveral Oſſences, 
nto pecuniary Mulcts, yet the true (tho lecret ) Reaſon there- ,-- 
ff, was to bring Money into tis own Coffers. He alſo, at the 
Time when Marriage of Priefts was forbidden in England, for 
oney permitted them to retain their Wives ; and this was at 
rſt but only for fuch as deſired it: But finding Money come in 
y this Means, he in a little time afrer ſet an [mpoſition for 
hat purpoſe on every Church throughout th: Realm |; Ard it 
82 . ey 


20 The True Secret Hiſtory of | 
2ny Prieſt alledged, to excuſe himſelf, that he had no Purpoſe 
nor Intent to Kcep a Wife, it avail'd him nothing; for the 
King uſed the ſame Argument to the Prieſt, that a late Parſon 
did to a Quaker for the Payment of his Tythes; who, when 
the Quaker told bim that he had nothing foi ir, for he never 
came to hear him: The Parſon reply'd, Tou may if you will, for 
' the Church Door's open. And to miæht the Prieſt have a Wife, if 
he wou'd and if he wou'd not, yet the King wou'd take care 
he ſhou'd pay for one. | 
The Laſciviouſneſs of King Henry is ſo manifeſt, by the many 
Baſtards of his begetting, that it can hardly be brought to bear 
as a piece of our Secret Hiſtory, but that Whoredom is in it 
felf a Work of Darkneſs, and acted” generally as ſuch : For I 
find by an Ancient Author of good Credit, beſides Mary Coun- 
tels of Perch, and Kicbard her Brother, who periſh'd in the fatal 
Shipwrack of Prince William, King Heng's Sen; and Kobert, 
whom the King created Earl of G!/ouc?/ter, (and whoſe Actions 
(tho? he was bale born) prov'd him worthy of that Honour) 
the King had twelve other Baſtards, whereof ſeven were Daugh- 
ters, married to ſeveral Noblemen both of England and France; 
imitating therein a late Prince of this Nation, whole illegiti- 
mate Ifae, adorned both with Stars and Garters, makes at this 
Day a conſiderable Figure in the Houſe of Peers. The Incon- 
tinency of King Henry being by ſo many indubitable Teſtimo- 
nie:, too notorious to be denied, it is notwichitanding thus pal- 
liated by Hiſtorians, with reſpect to King William the Second, 
That the Incontinency of King Villiam was the baſer, and that 
of King Henry the more noble; for this Reaſon, That King Wil- 
liam only took ſuch as he found, being conſtant to the Sin, but 
not to the Perſons with whom he committed it; whereas King 
Henry had certain ſelect Concudines, to whom he kept himſelf 
conſtant, I vill not pretend to decide this Controverſie, well 
knowing, from an infallible Teſtimony, that an immoderate 
and unlawtul Love of Women, i; that*which ofcen proves the 
Deſtruction of Princes: And therefore the Advice of Wiſdom | 
Is, Not to give our Strength unto Women, nor our Ways unto that 
which deſtroyeth Kings. To ſum up all in a few Words: This 
King is branded with Covetouſneſs, intollerable Taxations, and 
Cruelty toward his Elder Brother, whom he kept in perpetual 
Priſon, and put out both his Eyes; and with notorious Leachery, Ml 
1.aving behind him fourteen Baſtards, | 
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King STEPHEN. 


8 TEPHEN Earl of Mortaign and Bulloign. rhe Son of 


Stephen EA of Bloys and Champaign, by Adela, Daugh- 

ter to William the Firſt z being 4 Valiant and Warlthe 
Perſon, was for that Reiſon ſear d, and acknowledg'd by the Peeple, 
and Crown'd by William Corhel Archbiſhop of Canterbury, at 
Weſtminſter, on St. Stephen's Day (for the Auſpice of it) Anno 
1135. Taking the Government upon him by Ilſurpation, contrary ro 
his Oath made to King Henry the Firlt in the behalf of Maud the 
Empreſs ; for which Cauſe his Reign was full of Troubles, and con- 
| tinually harraſ''d with Wars © In which he was ſometimes Viftorious, 
and ſumetimes overcome : Till in theConcluſion an Agreement was made 
between Maud th: Empreſs, and King Stephen, on Condition, that 
Stephen ſhou'd ordain Henry the Son of th? Emprefs, bis Heir, to 
Enjoy the Rino deim after him: And thereupon Peace was Eſtabliſhed. 
This King FReigned Eighteen Tears, Eleven Months, and Twenty 
Days: And was buried at Feverſham. Thus much for bis Rign in 

General. „ f / 


The Secret Hiftory of this Reign will be contracted into a 
little Room: for Men were now ſo little aſham'd of the Works 
of Darkne!s, that they Acted them in the Light of the Sun: 
| For the very firit ſtep thet this King made towards aſcending 
the Throne, was a Publick Violation of his own Faith, and 
that of the whole Nation: For HZenrv the Firſt, Secretly ſuſpe- 
Qing (and that not without Cauſe ) that ſome ſuch foul play 
might be offer'd to his Daughter Maud the Ewpreſs, as had 
been play'd by himſelf with his Brother Fobert, Cauſed the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament to take an Oath to be true 
to the Succeſſion of her and her Sons: And this was firſt raven 
by David King of Scots, Uncle to Maud, and by Stephen Earl 
of Bolloign and Mortaipn, Uncle to the King : So that Srephen's 
Aſcending the Throne, was a Maniſeſt Perjury and Uſurpation; 
and therefore as the Juſt Reward thereof, he got nothing by 
getting the Crown but inceſſant Troubles, and reſtleſs Toyl ; 
and Labouring to leaye it to his Poſterity, was by an over-ruling 
hand of Providence at laſt fore d to make DukeZenry the Son of 
| 35 | Mas 
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Maud his Heir; and ſtript of all his Royal Embelliſhments, 
left only to his Second Son William the Poſſeſſions which he 
held before he uſurp'd the Crown. 1 

And yet Stephen ſet not the Crown upon his own Head, as 
Hareld had done after the Death of Edward the Confeſſor; 


but Secretly acted ſuch a Part, as Engaged the States of the 


Kingdom both to Elect, and inveſt him with the Crown, with- 
in thirty Days after the Death of King Henry : Fur he under- 
hand cauſed it to be ſpread abroad, that in a Nation wheſe 
Kings are anointed, a Woman ought not to he admitted to the 
Crown; and alſo, That ſeeing King Henry had Married his 
Daughter out of the Realm without the Conſent of the Eſtates 
of the Kingdom, they might lawtully refuſe her: And Stephen 
having thus by his Emifſaries Secretly cooled the Affections of 
the People to the Empreſ>Mauud ; the next Point was how to in- 


troduce himſelf to be acceptable to the States of the Kingdom; 


for he was altogether without ane Title ro the Crown: unleſs 
he ſhou'd claim a Right of Succeſſion, as being the Son or Adela; 
and in that Caſe Theobald his Elder Brother, who was Earl of 
Blois, ought to have been preterr'd before him: And Henry Fitz- 


Empreſs the Son of Maud was certainly to be prefer'd before 


either of them, (if they did not live to have the Mother) as 
being nearer in Blood to the right Stem. Seeing therefore 
none of theſe things wou'd do Stephen's Buſineſs, he was re- 


ſolv'd to manage Matters another way: For being a Man of 


Poſſeſſions both in England and France, having one Brother Earl 
of Blois, a Prince of a great Eſtate, and another Brother Biſhop 
of Vincleſter, and not only ſo, but the Pope's Legat in Eng- 
land alſo 3 which at that time of Day render'd him a Man of 
Eminent Power; being betides very Populous for his great Af- 

fability , Zoodly Perſonage, and Activity of Body: Theſe things 
Itephen cauſed to be Secretly ſpread abroad; as to many Steps 
by which he might Aſcend to the Throne : But the chief point 
is yet behind, which did him the moſt Service, and that was, 
the Engaging of the Clergy to be on his ſide; which he 
brought about by the Secret Working of his Brother the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter : For the Nobility being at that time mightily 
infivenc'd by the Clergy , and they having ſhew'd their ap- 
probation of Stephen, the Nobility and Commons were eaſily 
brought to Comply: And if any ſhould ask how the Clergy 
came to be ſo much his Friends, ſeeing they alſo had Sworn to 
the Succeſſion of the Empreſs Maud and her Sons? Ianſwer, They, 
look d upon it to be their Intereſt ſo to do; and that for two 
| Reaſons: Furſt, I hey were of Opinion, That the leſs his Title 
Was, whom they prefer'd, the greater wou'd his Obligation be 

to them that preter'd bim: And ſo they might much better 
lecure their Liberties under ſuch a one, than under one that 
preturning on his Hereditary Right of Succeſſion, might make 
their Liberties truckle to his Prerogative. For how much 


 fpever the Clergy pretend to the Kingdom of Heaven, they 


are 
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are for graſping as much of the Kingdoms on Earth as they 
can. Nor can thev think they are ever well difpos'd of, with- 


out they have a Finger in the Pye: And wherever they have, 
they will be ſure to mind their own Intereſt ; as appears in the 


- inftance before us : For before they would give him alift into 


the Throne, they made him priyately take an Oath before the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Th it he would confirm the Antient Liber- 
tiecof the Chich; nor wou'd they take his Oath without Secu. 
rity 3 and therefore made his Brother undertake betwixt God 
and him, for the performance of it. Nay, ſo ſtric were they in 


this point, that when they ſwcre A legrance to him, it was with this 


Condition, So long as He obſerv'd the Ternor of his Oath. And 
when afterwards the King ha ſome difference with the Biſhop 
of Salisbury, and ſ2iz'd his Caſtles and Treaſure into his hands; 
it turn'd the whole Stream of the Clergy againſt him, inſo- 
much that his on Brother ( who was then the Popes Legate) 
was for bringing in the Empreſs, and up her taking an 
Oath, That all the great Buſineſſes, and eſpecially the Dona- 
tion of Biſhopricks ard Ahbeys, ſhould be at his Diſpoſing, if 
he with the Church would receive her as Queen of England; 
the Biſhop made no ſcruple to acknowledge her for Queen, 
tho' ſhe never came to he ſo; and ſwore Fidelity to her as ſuch. 
Thus the Eccleſiaſticks can fail with every Wind; and have no 
other Rule for Right and Wrong, but as it ſuits with or againft 
their on Intereſt. 6 


There is one thing which ſome Authors of very good Cre- 


dit affirm, which muſt not be left out of the Secret Hiſtory of 
this Kings Reign and that is, That « hen a Battel was ready to 
be fought between King Stephen, and the Son of the Empreſs, 
Duke Henry; The Empre(s went privately to the King, asking 
him how he conld find in his heart to Fight againſt him that 


was his own Son? Or can y forget, ſaid ſhe, the Familiarity 


you bid with me in my Widow-hod? If this be trüe, we 
have had more Biſtard Kings Than one, ſince William the Con- 


- querour, And there is on? or two things that makes this ſeem 


probable : Of whigl 


high one is this: Duke Heng being on a cęr- 
tain time in ſume 


raits for Money, ſent to the Empreſs Maud, 


7 0 


his Mother, to help him to ſome; but ſhe ſent him Word that 


her own Straits were then ſo great, that ſhe could not do it; up- 
on this the Duke ſent to his Uncle Earl bet, to furniſh him; 
but he was as unable to help him as his Mother: Whereupon 
he ſent to King Stephen on the lame Frrand; who, tho* then 


an Adverfary, and ſtanding in terms of Oppoſition (for it 


* 


was before the Peace was made) yet ſent preſeatlv,' and ſup · 


ply'd him with what he deſir'd: Which either ſh2w'd King 
Stephen to be a Man of a yery good Nature ; or ele that he had 
a greater reaſon for this kindaz(s; than every Body was aware 
of. My other reaſon to think there might be ſome Truth in 


Agreement then made between King Stephen and Dale Henry 3 
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the fore- mention'd Report, is, That it is certain there. was an 


„Tie True Leet Hh, 
© - -and that they afterwards continued in mutual Love and Con 
cord, as long a+ King Stephen Liy'd ; which, to ſpeak Truth _ 
was not long after; for of almoſt, Nineteen Years that he 
= reign'd, he ſcarce Enjoy d ten Months in Peace: Leaving this 
1 Character behind him, That he was infamous for Per jury, a 
. Hater of this Nation, à hom he durſt never truſt, but oppreſ- 
ſed the Land with Strangers; notwithſtanding he received the 
Crown upon Conrteſie. He left behind him no legitimate 
iſſue, but two Baſtards. . 8 
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| iN Henry the Second, Sirnamed Shortmantle, (Be- 
5 | cayſe be was the firſt that brought the uſe of fhort Clokes 
| out of Anjou into tngland) was 4 Princ e of great Valour 
aud large Dominions, for his Stile was, Xing of England, Lord of 
| Ireland, Puke of Normandy and Acquicainz Earl of Poitiers and 
Anjou: He came to the Crown with-uniyerſal Applauſe, and was 
„ Il Three times Crowned ; firſt at Weſtminſter, by the hands of Theo- 
5 bald Archbiſhop ofs Canterbury; next at Lincoln, and thirdly at 
"> +» ,- Worceſter. Imjhis Reign, One of North Wales infeſted 
> * England, but was retuls'd by him i not without great loſs and 
Danzer. After which, tbe Xing (ail d into Normandy ; Lewis the 
| French King and be, being upon the point to bid gach other Battel, 4 
Tee was concluded berween em. Jhe King mkes Thomas Becket 
Arrohbiſbop of . who in requital becomes @ Plague to the 
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Kin; ant being feld by the Pope, brought the mhole Realm into 
Ks . in the End, Becket having been ſuſpended by 

* © The*Kyng, ant appealing to the Pope, he makes a feigned Submiſſion - 

09 the King then ia Normandy; and ſo Becket returnd into Eug- 

luaßd again, where by his Banghty Carriage fomenting New Troubles, , 

be is lain in his Cathedral Church of Canterbury four Knights ; © 
Jos whithiheKing's accu, d, bur denying «ll knowlelpe thereof, does 
Foo. morthſtending aftirwards do Pennance_ at bis Tomb. The King 
= * Cauſertis Eldeft gon ic. be (rom d Ring of England, hy which 

| 1 mut ans, and the vonn # E-Injolency; be ert aies himſeif New Trou- 

| lues, till iße wum weng lien, regem ing of bis former fally. » He 

7 « "* Gongtierodgeland n fle bag ef RUhard Strongbow Earl of Pem, 
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c 5 "King HE NR Vibe Second, 257 
An brook, and going thither, afterwards himſelf, Reduces that Comm. 


- WH ty 10 Peace and Civitity, The Kings Love to his Concul ines is 


he made 4 Pretence for his Queen and Sons radfing Arme againſt him; pt. 
11S ' who are joined by the Ring of France; with whom the Ning mikes 3 1 "0 
| an Agreement; And after baving reigned 34 Tears, Nine Months, © __** 
Cle 21 Five Days, be died at Chinon in France, Fuly 9. 1189, % 
he was buried at Fonteverard in Normandy. So much for his 
te Reign in general. I proceed now to his Secret Hiſtofrg. 
Rt WD, WS [OWE oi ge =, 
5 It ſufficiently Evidenc'd Solomon to be endew'd with Divine FEA 
— Wiſdom, and well acquainted with the Working cf our Natu- m_ 
— ral Paſſions, when he tells us, T hat the Heart of Man is never 1 
2 ſatisfied, but as his Poſſeſſions, ſo his Deſires increaſe; of which . * 


8 our Second Henry is a remarkable Inftagce : For being the El- ———— 
1 deft Son of Geoffery Pluntaginet Duke of Anjou, he Succeeded his 


Father in that Dukedom ; but his Father being a Prudent Man. 


; and having two Sons beſides Hem, that is to lay; Geoffery ane 
1 _ William; knowing that Henry, in right of bis Mother, was heit 


to the Crown. of England; he leaves to hisEldeft Son Henry tre 
Dukedom of Anjou, with this Condition That he ſhould holt 
2 it no longer than till he came to be King of England, and that 
then he ſhould reſign it up into the Hands of Geoffery, his Se. 
cond Son: And ſearing (as indeed it afterwards fell out) that 


bis Son Henry would be unwilling to part with the Dukedom 
be- of Anjou to his Brother, when he came to be King of England, * 
es he maue bis Lords to Swear that they would not ſuffer his Bo» 
ur dy to be buried, till his Son Hemy had Sworn to do it: Henry _ 
of Was very unwilling te take this Oath ; but rather than his Fa- 
nd thers Body ſhould be unburied, he takes it: But as far as we 
as may gnels by the Event, never intended to keep it: For Henry 
o- being afterwards inveſted in the Crown of EaghenG upon the 
at Death of Kiog Stephen, and Geoffery Plantaginet ſeing upon 
ed the Dukedom of Anjou, according to bis Fathers Will, Henry goes 
2 over into France, and not only. takes from him the Dukedom, 
he * but alſo the Towns and Caftles of Chinon, Lodon, and Mirabel, 
4 | hich his Father had left to Geoffery, to ſupport him while his 
et Brother enjoy d the Dukedom: Than which nothing could 
te be more unworthy or unjuft ; and yet to juſtifie himſelf there- 
17/0 in, he pleaded, That it was no reaſon a forced Oath. upon 
by ſuchan Occaſion ſhould bind him to let go the Inheritance of 
on his Birthrigꝑbt, being all the Patrimony that was to deſcend to 
S him from his Father: And that tho he had . rec@ered te 
20 Kingdom of England,” that came not by his Father, but by a- 
9 . nother Right. And that tho? he held his Brother dear unto 
es him, yet having Children of his own, he was to provide cher 
ng what was „ to them. And pet as ſpecious 
ch | - as this Plea of his ſeems tö be, he had ſome ſecret uneaſineſss 
1. in his own Breſt, as being cenſcious to himſelf he hac; not acteed 
e either towards his Brother, or bis Father, as he ought to haves RR 
Ny. N done; for had it not been ſo, what need pad he to get a Dil- 2 wy” % 1 | 
k E ns wade oY „ ay. 85 1 - ,penlating ©. "_— 7 
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penſation from Pope Adrian for his Oath made in this Caſe. — in. 
And yet notwithſtanding the Pope's Abſolution, his Sin fol- the 
= Jow'd him all his Days@His Wife was a Plague to him, and his mi 
Children, who ſhou'd have been his greateſt Comforts, (and | wi 
8wWo whom he was above meaſure indulgent.) were his greateſt 1 
== x Croſſes; nor were theſe the only Diſappointments he met with, ſw 
x hut alſo a Servant of his own, rais'd by himſelf from a mean e 
as Condition, to be the chief Prelate of the Kingdom, gave him - 
Yu more Diſquiet than any one thing he met with in his Reign ; ble 
4 and by his haughty Carriage, and intollerable Pride, made good | 
—_ the Proverb, Set 4 Begger on Hsback, and hell ride to the th 
SY Devil ; The Man I mean is Thomas Beeket, Archbiſhop of Can- th 
=_ . zerbury, whoſe Story tho it makes ſo great a Noiſe in our Chro- H 
1 nicles, yet having found ſome private Paſſages relating to that w 
Affair, whichare but rarely to he met with, a brief Recapi- Ti 
=_ + „ tulation thereof, may well enough be brought within the Com- 2 
1 7 * 2 of dur Secret Hiſtory, without being guilty of a Di, 0 
3 ORE LOS ERR OS, 10 ENG 5 
. The Clergy in the Reign of King Stephen, having made . tt 
15 | 


good Conditions for themſelves, (as 1 have ſhew'd in the Se- 
cret Hiſtory of that Reign) tho they thereby deprived Ring 
HZemys Mother and himſelf of the Succeſſion to the Crown, 
Vas ſo much remembred by the King, after he came to the Suc- 

Cegſſion, that he Secretly Endeavoui'd to Retrench their Exorbi - 
tant Power as much as he could; believing that they had En- 
larg'd their Juridiction in this World, bevond + what Men that 
pretended fo much to another, ought to do: Nor was this the 
Opinion of the King alone, but the Nobility alſo (either being 
Emulous of the others Authority, or Secretly inſtigated by the 
King thereunto) complained heavily againſt them; alledging, 
That the Immunities of the Clergy took away ſo much from 
the Prerogative, that the Execution of Juſtice cou'd have no 
general Paſſage in the Kingdom; that the Church have their 
Dominion a part, and would be fi 
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| ſubject to no other Authority 
than their · oun; And ſo being exempt from Secular Puniſh- 
ments, many Enormous Crimes were committed hy the Clergy, 
without any Redreſs to be gad. Nor was this Complaint 
without Cauſe; for it was plainly made to appear before the 
King, That ſince tte begi ning of hit Reign, (which was not then 
above Six Tears) there had been abroe one bundred: Manſlanghters 
s within the, Realm of England by Prieſts and Men in 
Orders. . / Yu © 5 
For thecancing this Lawleſs Power of the Clergy, the 
Kings ls a Parliament at Weſtminſter, and there propounds to 
have it Enacted, Tbat all ſurb of the Clergy as ſhauld be taken and 
Convicted of any Fefnous Offences, ſpoul.! Joſe the Priuiledge of the | 
Fel urcb, and be delivered to the Civil Magiſtrate, ele puniſhed, as | 
_— other of the King: Subjelt. were: For if after Spiritual. Pariſhe 
3 , ment, no Secular Corre&icn ſhould be uſed, there would be no 
1 * ˖ lufficient means to reſtrain them from doing Miſeheif, And 


1 4 a oo one Aa. FT SS TY 


i C * 4 * 

rr ev ; * 
1 N 1 p « 8 ” > 20% 2 | y * N % YM 1 

* ; 1 * 7 8 - of. s ; 1 . a : * 4 * „ Fa? 2 
x 7 4 5 5 , ; 3 w ; | 6 ( 6 Ps # 1 Fw. j 1 RF , ow - \ 92 
F - . 4 N * LY * . * * L PR 

1 * 3 4 H 4 © * 4 4 * *% I 4 4 4 % of > 
F "OO" — 2 > 8 . a * — EP GY . , : 3 
8 * ** +. ;- ©. „ +" EIS”. 
5 wes. v " þ * : d : +4 2 i 23 4 1 5 be of 4 - + 7 P * * w 5 3 2 
. 1 BT: R 8 » * . I 


* Xing HENRY the Second. 27 


therefore ſuch a Law muſt ſurely be highly reaſonab'e. But 
in-oppoſition to this, Becket the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, with 
the reſt of the Biſhops, (who it ſeems took it ill, that they 
might not have the Liberty of doing what Miſchief they would, 
with impunity) alledged that they were not to yield to any ſuch 
Act, as being againſt the Liberty of the Church, which the Kine had 
ſworn to defend and maintain; and therefore humb iy beſought him that 
he would not urge any thing to the Prejudice of their Furiſliction, 
and ſuch Immun ties they had hitberto Enjoyed under him and his No- 
ble Progenitors. | 


The King not at all liking this Anſwer, demanded, whether 


they would ſubmit themſelves to the Laws and Cuſtoms which 


the Archbiſhops and Biſhops in the time of his Grandfather, 


Henry the Firſt, did obſerve ? To this they made anſwer, They 
would ; but with a Reſervation as bad as a Denial; which was, 
Their Order, th: honour of God, and holy Church, in all things 
ſaved. The King diſpleas'd to ſee himſelf thus eluded 
by them, broke up the Parliament; nothing being then effected; 
for the King ſaw the Biſhops ſtuck faſt to one another, and 


that they were all animated by the Archbiſhop Becker, from 
whom he expected the moſt ready Compliance, as being a 


Creature of his own making. And therefore to be even with 
him in what he cou'd, not only denies him Acceſs, but al ſo un- 
derhand countenances all ſuch as were his Oppoſites 3 and Se- 
cretly ſets on the Earl of Clare to conteſt with him about his 
Homage for the Caſtle of Tunbridge, in which the tacl prevails: 


And by other private ways, brings off and ſeparates the Arch- 


hiſhop of York, with the Biſhops of Lincoln, Hereford, and 
ſome other Prelates, from the Counſel and Company of the 


Archbiſhop , inſomuch that the Pope himſelf (as bad as he was). 


ſent a Meſſenger to the Archbiſhop, to exhort him to make 


Peace, with his Lord the King, and promiſe to obſerve his 


Laws without Exception, Becket mov'd by this Meſſage, 
and Urged by ſeveral of the Principal Perſons of the 
Realm, repairs to the King to Woodſtock, and there promiſes 
in good faith (ſays my Author) without any evil mean- 
ing, to obſerve the Kings Laws, ſo far forth as was 
requir'd. „ 

The King believing now the great Remora was removed, 
and that things were prepared for the paſſing of that Law, 
Summons a Parliament to meet at Clarendm; where John of 
Oxford, the Kings Clerk, being Preſident, a charge is given 
from the King that they ſhould call to Memory the Laws of his 
Grandfather, Henry the firſt, and reduce them into Writing: 


Which being accordingly done, he ordered the Archbiſhop and 
Biſhops to ſet their Seals thereto: Which when the reft were 


content to do, Archbiſhop Becker refuſed: Yet at length, by 
the perſwaſion of ſome. of the other Biſhops (who were urgent 


with him to ſatisfie the King herein; as fearing there was evil 
intended againſt him, for the ruſhing of the King Servants. 


"P 
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25 The True Secret Hiſtory of 
up and down, with threatning Countenances, made 'em 
& that ſome Violence might be offer'd him) he com- 


ſuſpe | ; i : 
plied, and took his Oath to obſerve the Kings Laws without 
any Reſeryation. But ſoon after repenting of his ſo do- 


ing, he ſuſpended himſelf from the Service of the Altar ; 
and inflicted ſevere Pennance upon himſelf, until he had 
obtain'd Abſolution of the Pope, for that abominable Crime 
of Conſenting to a juſt-Law, for the puniſhing of Wicked- 
Prieſts. 

The Archbiſhop having by this proceeding Extreamly Exaſ- 
perated the King, gets out of the Land, and repairs to the 
Pope, giving him a Copy of thoſe” Laws, which the King 
calbd his Grandfathers Laws; and which being read in the 
Preſence of the Pope, Cardinals and Prelates,the Pope Condemn'd 
them for ever, and Curſed all thoſe who obeyed, or any way favnur- 
ed them: And that the Reader may (ee what theſe Laws were, 
it will not be a miſs to recite them : | 

That there ſhould be no Appeal to the Apoſtolick Sea, without the 


Kings leave. a - | 

That no Archbiſhop or Biſhop ſhould go out of the Realm but by the 
Kings Permiſſr.n. 7 | 

That no Biſhop Excommunicate any who held of the Xing in Capite; 
er interdif any Official of his, without the Kings leave. 

That Clergy. men ſhould be liable to Secular Fudgments. | 

That Laymen, (as the King and others) ſhould handle the cauſes 
of the Church, Tythes, and ſuch. like. : 

Theſe were the Dangerous Laws at which the Pope and all 
the Clergy were ſo much diſturbed, and look'd upon as ſuch a 
Deſtructive Encroachment on their Liberties: | Which too 
3 75 ſhews the woful Tyranny of the Romiſh Clergy at that 

ay; and in what wretched Slavery they kept not only the 
Souls, but alſo the Bodies of Men: So that it may well be 
ſaid of that Age it was both the Hour and Power of Darkneſs. 
This Controverſie between the King and Becket, continued more 
than Six Years (for fo long time was Becket in Exile. At length, 
through the Mediation of the Kivg of France, the Earl 
of Bloys, and Divers Prelates and great Men, a meeting was 
agreed upon between the King and the Archbiſhop,as Montmiri- 
#/, before the King of France; where the Archbiſhop kneelin 
at the Feet of his Soveraign Lord ihe King of England, cane? | 
He would commit the whole Cauſe in Controverſie between em to bis 
"Royal Order, GOD's Honour only Reſerved. „„ 

_. The King (who had been often uſed to that Reſervation) 
turning to the King of France and the reft, ſaid with an angry 
Countenance, / harſoe ver diſpleaſeth this Man, be would have 

ro be againſt (0 De Honour ; and ſo by that ſhift would challenge 
zo himſelf all that belongs io me; but becauſe you ſhall not think me 
to go ahout to reſiſt GOD's Honour and bim, in what ſhall be fit, 
look what the greateſt and moſt holy of all his Predeceſſors have done 
10 the meanejt of #3ine, let him do the ſame to me, and it ſhall ſuffice. 

8 | h | This 
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This Anſwer of the Kings being ſo reaſonable, and ſo much 
beyond the Expectation of all that were preſent, carried the O- 
Pinion of all to the Kings fide: Inſomuch that the King of 
France, ſaid to the Archbiſhop, Will you be greater than be 
Saints? Beiter than St. Peter ? What can you ſtand upon? I ſee it is 
your Fault, if your Peace be not made: To which the Archbiſhop 
replid, That as the Authority of Kings bad their beginning by De- 
grees, ſo had that of the Church; Which being now, by the Provi- 
dence of 60D, come to that Eſlate it was, they were not 10 follow 
the Example of any that had been | aint or yielding in their Places: 
The Church had riſen and increaſed out of many Violent Opp eſſiont, 
and they were now to hold what it bad gotten, Our Fathers, (ſaid 
he) ſuffered all manner of Afflitions, becauſe they wou d not for- 
ſake ite Name of Chriſt 5 and ſhalt I, to be reconcil'd to any Mans 
favour living, Derogate any thing from his Honour ? 1 55 

This haughty reply of the Archbiſhop, to ſo condeſcending 
a Speech of the Kings, gave great offence to the Hearers, who 
look'd upon Beckers Stiffneſs to proceed rather from Obſti- 
nacy, than to that Zeal he pretended for the Glory of GOD. 
Upon which the Conference for that time broke up. But 


there were ſeveral other Meetings after that; and an Agree- 


ment at length being concluded between them, the Archbiſhop ' 
return'd into England; but with the ſame Imperieus and Un- 
quiet Spirit with which he had Carried himſelf all along; 
iuſpend ing all ſuch Biſhops as had upheld the Kings Cauſe a- 
gainſt him. Which violent Proceedings of the Archbiſhop 
being related to the King in Normandy, He Paſhonately ſaid, 
In what @ miſerable State am I, that cannot be quiet in my own 
Kingdom, only for one Prieſt? Ts there no Man will rid me of this 
Trouble? Whether the King ſecretly deſign'd by theſe words, to 
put ſome body upon ſendingBecter out of the World, is uncertain; 
but that ſotne Perſons (to wit, Sir Hugh Morville,SirWilliam Tracy, 
Sir Richard Britain, and Sir Raynold Fits-Urſe) took occaſion from 
thence ſo to do, is certain: For theſe Gentlemen going over 
into England, and as ſotne affirm, with a Secret Commiſſion 
from the King, to ſee if they cou*d bring the Archbiſhop to 
reaſonable Terms, and to uſe more Moderation in his Place; 
and alſo to deſire him to take his Oath of Fidelity to the Young 
King, (whom Henry had caus'd to be Crown'd during his Life- 

rime) and to reſtore the Biſhops to the Execution of their 
Functions; whereby the Church might have Comfort, and the 


Kingdom Quietneſs : and finding Becket not to anſwer their 


deſires, but Peremptory and haughty, without regarding the 
Kings Meſſage; firſt threatned him; and. when they found 
that did no good, after giving him ſeveral Wounds and calling 
him Traytor, at laſt beat out his Brains at Divine Service, ſo 
that the Altar was Beſprinkled with his Blood : And this was 
the end of that great Boutefeu of the Church. The Unfortu- 
nate Gentlemen, who had done the King ſo great a-peice of 
Service, que ſtioning (and not without reaſon) whether heRing 

| would. 


30 The True Secret Hiſtory of - 
would acknowledge it as uch, with-drew themſelves and got 
beyond Sea, where leading a ſort of Fugitive Life, they are 
reported within Four Years time to have all died Miterably: 
Tho ſome affirm that thev obtain'd the Popes Pardon, on the 
Condition of going on Pilgrimage to Feruſalen 

But certainly, nothing can more Demonſtrate the ſordid Sla- 
very, in.which the Church kept the World at that Day, nor 
ſhew the meanneſs of King Henrr's Spirit, than his going after- 
wards to viſit the Tomb of this Pſeudo- Martyr Becker, not 
only Lighting off his Horſe, but going three Miles on his Bare 
Feet, to his Tomb, which were made by the hard Stones to 
yield bloody Tokens of his Devotion on the way: And as a 
farther Pennance, ſuffered himſelf to be Whipt with Rods, by 
every Monk of the Cloiſter: And all this he did as to a 
Saint and Martyr, tho himſelf knew he was a Rebel and a 
A 8 | 

But tho' King Henry was in the Right, with reſpect to the 
Controverſie he had with Becket; yet he was much in the 
Wong in ſeveral other things; making little Conſcience of 
what he ſaid or did: As Witnels that wicked Expreſſion of 
his, when he heard the French King had taken Mentz, viz. 1 
ſhall never hereafter Love GOD any more, who bath ſuffered a 
City þ dear to me, to be taken from me. Witneſs alſo his unjuſt 


Dealings, with thoſe whom he had Encouraged to go over into 


Ireland to aſſiſt Dermot Mac Morrogh; who after they had ſub- 
jected many places there, he on a ſudden ſends for home, cau- 
ling a Proclamation to be made, that no Veſſel ſhould carry any 
thing out of his Dominions into Ireland; and that all his Sub- 


jects ſhould return from thence, and leave off their Attempts, 


or otherwiſe to forfeit their Eſtates at -Home; which he had no 


reaſon for, but a Secret Deſign to Seiz upon what they had 


gotten at their own charge, and at the Expence of their Blood 


and Treaſures, for himſelf. Witneſs alſo his Dealing with his 


Son Richard, whoſe affianced Wife Adela, bein ⁊ delivered in- 
to the Kings Poſſeſſion, to keep her till She ſhould be of Years 
Capable of Marriage; was kept by him many Years after, and 
refuſed to be given to his Son, whoſe betrothed Wife She was, 

and whoſe Years required the Conſummation of the Marriage; 
but alſo that he deſigned to be divorced from his Wife 
Queen Eleaner, and to take the ſaid Adela, to be his Wife; 


. having diſcovered to a Confident of his, his Secret Intention 


herein. REY | 5 
But ĩt is no Secret (tho? what he ought to be aſham'd of) that 
he kept a Concubine called Roſamond, (or the Roſe ot the World) 
from her ſurpaſſing Beauty; ſhe was Daughter of Walter Lord 
Clifford; whoſe Face and Features ſo dazled the Eyes of King Henry, 
as by his Gifts he got this Paragon of Beauty to his Bed; and to 
hide her the better from his Juno's Eye, he built a moſt intricate 
 Labyrimh at Woodſtock; into whoſeCloſet, for its irexplicate wind- 
ings, none cou d approach: But QueenEleonar(who!e jealouſie had 
| . - turniſh'd 
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furniſh'd her with ſuch a Piercing Eye as could find out a way 
through the moſt intricate Mazes) found a way to come to her 
by this Accident: - The fair Roſamond litt ing to tare the Air, let » 
fall out of her Lap a Clueof Silk; which running from her, the 4 
End of the Silk faſten'd to her Foot, andthe Clue ſtill unwind- _ 
ing,remain'd behind;which the Queen eſpying, follow'd till She _ 
had found what She ſought : It is generally {aid that when te 
Queen came to Roſamond, She preſented her with a Dag 
ger, and a Cup of Poyſon, and bidding her take her choice, ſne 
took the latter, Wherewith ſhe ſoon Expir d: Others ſay, 2 
That when She ſaw her, being amaz'd at her Beauty, Sbe on- * 
ly upbraided her with her unlawful Familiarity with the King 
and fo left her; Roſamond telling her ſhe would never be Guilty 
of that Fault again. But however that was, certain it is, that! _ 
Roſamond liv'd but a ſhort time after the Queen had made her 


he . 


4 


* 
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© King Henry had alio another Famous Concubine, hich wass 

ſo much more Scandalous than that of Raſamond, "as. this 

was the ' Wiſe of another Man, id eſt, of Sir Ralph, Blewer, + 
Knight, by whom he had à Bale Son, Memorable in Hiſtory for : 
this, That being to be made a Biſnbp of Durbam 3 he went 1 
to Rome for à Diſpenſation (for; without that, his being a __ 
Baſtard made him uncapable of it.) But the Pope refufing to 5 

grant ale. he would own himſelf the Lawful Son of _— 
Blewet, got the Natural Son of the W He reſo- „ 
lutely anfwer d, he would for no Cauſe in the World deny his 
Father; chodſing rather to loſe ſo conſiderable a Biſhopri eck 
than the Honour of his Blood, as being the Son, tho but 
Baſtard Son, of king Henry. Of whom (to wit, of King Henn "I 


l oe 
ry) I have ſaid enough, when J have ſaid, That tho h's Domi: 
nions were the greateſt of all the Kings of Enxglaꝶ before him, _ 
yet none made himſelf” ſo little as he; who became a Servitor —_— 
to his own Son, an! a Superſtitious Worſhipper at the Shrine __ 


of his own Rebel Subject. Leaving this r behind him, -- © ; 
| That there never was ſuch a horrid Exactor of Money from te _—_— 
Subject as this king; Who became Infamous for his Perjury, - 
Jealouſie, and Leachery; Curſes all Children on his - = 


Deart-Bed , and ſo" Dies, leaving behind him Thees 2p 8 
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1 Ing Richard the Firſt, firnamed Cuer de Lyon, or, Lyons Grant 


Heart, was Crowned at Weſtminſter by Baldwin, Arch- Wh anew, 
LX biſhop of Canterbury: And ſoon after his Coronation, ba -· Mone 
ung vai d a prodigious Sum of Money, be Committed the Govern- | 
nem of the Realm 10 William Longchamp, (who was the - Popes 
2 ; | Legate, and Chancellor F England) and then ſail'd with his Navy 
I  Compay of the French King, and Duke of Burgundy ) ro- 
_  . - zpardsthe Holy Land; and in bi:Paſſzge thither, ſome of his Ships being 
_. - s bipwrach a, and ſeveral diſpers d by a Tempeſt, "near gh Iſle of 
Cyprus, and Iſacius King of Cyprus, refuſing to Hab relieve 
im; hut on the contrary Pillaged and Abuſcd him, Ring Richard 
Conquer d the Iſland, Carrying him and his Daughter away. Priſonors ;, 
u leaving theKingdon of Cyprus under two Vice-roys, put to Sea 
sgi, then Conquers Projemais and goes to Jeruſalem 3 but 
—_—. I ench King and Dufte o Burgundy, Envying bis Honour, re- 
SL -  - Trurnd back; aud left hin; by which means the King was forc d 10 
mate a Truce ith Saladint, the Emperour of the Turks. And 
= _ Then returning in Diſpuiſe like a Merchant, was diſcovered and taken 
/ Lropold Duke, ef Auſtria, and lept Priſoner 15 Months, and 
ben delwer d 9 ne great Ranſame. His Brother John in the 
mea tine endeavouring to ſet the Crown upon his own Head, But 
==. . Richard returning again, forgave bis Brother, and was again Crown'd 
_ .&t Wincheſter ; Afterwards jailing into Normandy, and being 
WE - there Victorious againſt the King of France, be was Slain with an 
s ar ibe Beſieged the Caſtle: of Chaluz, having reigned Nine 
Nes, ne Months andig Days, and was ſucceeded in the Kingdom by 
8 FW. 5 pa 81 John. Thus far his General Hiftory. I pro- 
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_ His Secret Hiſtory: It vas no doubt a Subtile and Politique 
de³ſięgn of the Pope, to ſend the European Princes on «a Fools 
Riad, to Endeavour the Recovery of the Holy Land, from 
55 Infidels (which was the great Buſineſs of this Age) that in how 
© + themean time he might Eftabliſh, a Lawleſs and Aboſute Do- To 
mination at home; and by weakning themſelves through the Wis, 
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vaſt Charges they were at to convey an Army to ſo diſtant 4 
Cduntrev, made him ſo much the ſtronger to carry on his De- 
fiens againſt em. This Project of the Holy War (for ſo for- 
ſooth the Pope had chriſte d it) was a fatal thing to our King 


Richard the Firſt; who tho! he had an almoſt immenſe Treaſure 


left him by his Father, (uo leſs than Nine hundred thouſand 
Pounds, a Sum at that time of Day exceeding great) yet this 
was not thought enough f and therefore the King rais d at leaſt 


200000 I, more, by ellis his own Eſtate, and uſing divers 25 


other ſecret and indirect Courſes; impoveriſhing his People 
without inriching himſelf: Or at leaſt, waſting all he got in a 
fruitleſs and unneceſſary Voyage. Amongſt Auer 

he had to get Money, this was one + He ſecretly makes away ' 
his Great Seal, and then makes a New one, different from the 
former; putcing out a Proclamation, That witgever had any 
Grants under the Great Seal, ſhould come and have it confirmed 


#\ 


anew, or elſe it ſhbuld be void. "This brought a great Sum of 


Money into his 7reafury, but a greater Diſhonour upon his 
Name; it being no better than à plain Cheat upon the Subject, 
who was thus ſorc d to pay for one thing twice over. Having 


by theſe, and ſuch other ways, ſqueez'd what he could from his 


People himſelf, he went over into Normandy, in order to-proſe- 
cute his Voyage; but before he went, he ſends over his Vices 
roy, the Biſhop-of Ey, with as abſolute a Power. as he cou'd 
give him, te provide Neceſſaries for his intended Expedition; 
and he, without any other Conſideration than how he might 
pleaſe the Kiug, made many illegal Exa&ions upon the People; 
being only juſt in cauſing the Clergy to bear the ſame Burdens 
with the Laity: And tho this mighty Expedition was pretended _ 
to be ſo much for the Service of the Church, yet the King ſe- 
cretly gets 3-Power from the Pope, by which he was enabled to 
diſmiſs from the Taking ot the*Crols, as it was then phras d, 


and cauſe to ſtay at Home whom he pleas d; nay, tho he had C 
made à Vow to go: Which in plain terms was nothing but a 


Juggle between the King and the Pope tô get Money: For this 
Power to abſolve and difini's, was bought of th Pope; and 


the King ſtood in mote need of Money than to give it May ſor 


nothing; and therefore, hover obtain d this Diſmiſſion and 
Abſolution, was ſure to pay for it: And many were fo wWilling 
to be deliver d from the Fatigue ſo long à Voyage threaten'd | + 

'em with, what they were willing to excuſe themſelves with no 
lictie Charge: Fot the King very wen knew thilt this Power of - 
Diſmiſſion was a' Marketable Commodity, and therefore would 


2 — , 
— 2 


not part with it under a good Price: And indeed it brought 


3 in a ſhört time. 
Let us ide a litele now what was the Iſſue of all theſe migh-- 
ty Preparations; for certainly one would think ſomething - 
conſiderahie ſhou' d be pwr Whey = er {© great an Expence: 
To find this out the better, one th 
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„ | The True Secret Hiſtoryoſ, 
ſociate or Co-adjutor%in this Voyage to the Holy Land; he Ga 
having ſolemnly ſworn upon the Evangeliſts to be ready, with 
=_— all the Princes and People of his Kingdom, who had the 
r VUndertaken the Croſs, at the City of Tours, preſently aftet haz 
_ Eaſter ;-and from thence to ſet forward for the Holy Land: to | 
But for all this mighty Flouriſh, it was not ſo much a joynt yet 
Teal in theſe Princes, as a mutual lation 3 and a Jealous the 
ye; for whatever outward ſhey the made the Secret Cauſe, W In 1 
©” and real Truth was, That they knew not how to truſt one a- Que 
1 * other; and the Event too plaialy Juſtiſy'd the Truth of it: Mot 
Men, the two Kings hay ing ſettled all things relating to their fou 
15 Joynt Expedition, and ſworn to eachother never to return back Hol 


2 empeſt, he was forcid to hire twenty Gallies. and ten 

5 other great Veſſels to tranſport him into Sicily; and the King 
5 pf France taking ſhipping at Genoa, was driven by Tempeſt into 
. = the ſame place. and arrived there before the 
a .- Where their two Armies, tho? deſign'd to be both of a fide; 
LIKE : FE 17 foul upon one another; and the Kiags taking part with 
—_ f:. -- heir Sphjects, and being of Equal Power, and alike Emulous, 
| of Honour. and Revenge, by theſe Early beginnings ſhew'd 


— 


1 Zs to the hindrance of their on Affairs. | 
J 7 At khe Opening of the Spring, both Kings bein 
4 Fa *conald, and New Articles between em ind 
TR France lets firft forward for the Holy Land; but 
=, ard was not in ſuch hafte, having ſome! ir 
bl Eye; for William t | 
iP yer K 
hp ; _ Ounces of Gele 
1 ure of the ſame 
Wl Fear of Brian 
M to lucceed Him! 
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| Garriſons therein: And here King Richerd ſhew'd himſelf to 


have underſtood the Doctrine of Equivocation;: long hefore 
the Feſvites broach d it in the World; for the King of Cyprus” 
having been taken Priſoner, and intreating King | Richard not 


to put him in Bonds of Iron, he promis d he would not; and 


yet heing reſolved to put the King of Cyprus into Fetters, and at 
the · ſamè time keep his word, he puts him into Bonds of Silver. 
In this Iſland King Richard ſolemniz d his Marriage, with his 
Queen We n e to the King of Navar, whom his 
Mother brought to him into Sicily. Thus Sicih and (Cyprus 
Found ſuch Treatment from King Richard in his paſſage to the 
Holy War, that they could hardly have met with worle from 
Pagan's themſelves: For he left not ꝙprut till he had left 


Richard de Canvile and Robert de Turnham, as his Lieutenants; 


taking half the goods of the Iahabitants from them, and 
chought he had uſficiently gratified them for it, when he had 
in lieu thereof confirmed the uſe of their own Laws. 


Well at laft the King comes to Prolemais (called aiſv con 
or Aſcalon) whichhaving been two years beſieged by the Chris 


ſtians, and defended by Saladine; he now finding the Chri- 
ſtian Army much increaſed, rendred it up upon Contlitions. 
Upon the Entrance of the 'Corifizans into this City, Lempold 
Duke of Auftria' hadi{et up his Colours upon the Walls, which 
King Richard with great ſcorn cauſed to be thrown: down, and 
thoſe of his own to be ſet up; Which piece of Honour coft 


him dear in the Concluſion. For now the King of [England 


and France begin to quarrel : The King of France: claims half 
the Kingdom of Cyfras(which according to theirArticles was in- 
deed his Right) but to ballance'the Account, the King of 
England claims half the Treaſare and Goods of the Earl of 
Flanders, which the King of France had ſeized on; but either Party 


Hy deſigning one upon the other: Uatill a dangerous Sick- 


neſs ſeized upon both; of which, tho they. recovered again, 
yet both loft their Hair, which was more than they got by 


their Voyage. . Wig 
The King of France being weary of an Undertaking where. 
in he ſaw neither Honour nor Profit was to be got, pretended 
the Air of the Country did not agree with him; ſolicites 
King Ricbard for leave to go home, (for without leave of 
each other neither cou'd return) King Richard was very 
hardly brought co comply with this defires herein; but upon 
his Solemn Qath not to moleſt his Territories in his Abſence, 
he complied, and yielded to his departure; tho® by that means 


ng l further hope of doing any thing againſt Salladine, was 


ut off. For which King Philip was not at all concern id ; for 
ſeeing King Richard was lige to go away with the Glory of 
al; he. was unwilling to contribute any thing thereto, 


And therefore tg he left Ode Duke of Burgundy! his Lieute- 
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kept what. they had, and yet neither was ſatisfied, but Secret? 
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thing ſeeing another muſt carry away the Honour. And ſo b fd 
degrees things dwindled away to nothing; and tho King Ri- 
chard purchas d the airy Title of King of Feruſalem, for the C 
real Kingdom of Cyprus; yet he never could get poſſeſſion of - 
Feruſalem, tho be Endeayour'd it with a vaſt Expence of Wh 
Treaſure: And hearing that the King of France and his Bro- 1a 
ther Jobn were cantoning his Dominions in France, he made a; 
a Truce with Saladin for three years, upon the Diſhonourable t 
Conditions of Reſtoring 4ſcalon in the ſame State wherein he th 
found it before the Siege. See here the Fruit of all the Trea- 
ſures that King Richard 1o rapaciouſly ſcrap'd together for Bi 
the Recovery of the Holy Land ! His Treaſure waſted, and his th 
Honour loft But this is not yet the worſt of this Buſineis: ba 
For leaving his Wife, Siſter, and People to come after him as he 
well as they cou d, takes a Ship, with ſome few of his Follow- to 
ers, and Secretly returns from this Action, with as great Pre- 0 
cipitation as he undertook it: Having conſum'd therein all that jn , 
mighty Treaſure that was left him by his Father, and all that me 
otherwiſe he cou'd tear from his Subjects, and Others, either 
by Violent Extortion, or Cunning Practiſes. And after all, to the 
return in this Secret manner, cannot but denote much Incon- BF. . 
ſideration, and therefore was attended by an Anſwerable Event : MW... 
For having taken up by the way three Gallies to condutt him 
to Raguſa, for Three hundred Marks of Silver, under the Diſ- the 
viſe of Pilgrims, his laviſh Expences diſcover d him to be ve 
ome greater Perſon than What he was willing to appear; and pre 
a Rumour was ſpread that it was the King of Exglind; and tho afte 
upon Warning thereof, he preſently left all his Company, and 
with one Man only takes Horſe, and travelling Day and Night 
through all the Dangers of a wild Country, and a Rocky De- WT 11 
ſart, paſſes into Auſiria; where Fame, that was a ſpeedier Poſt, 
and more ſwift chan he was, got before him: The King, tho he. 
Jodg'd at a poor Inn in a Village: near V. enna, finding himſelf | kum 
diſcover'd, and no means poſſible to eſcape, puts off his Diſ- 
guiſe, and puts on his Princely Apparel: Which Duke Leopold 
underſtanding, ſent pretently to have him apprehended : But 
King Richard refuſing to yield himſelf to any but to the Duke 
himſelf, the Duke came, and led him to his own Palace; which 
tho! honourably - enough, yet under a ſtrong Guard; remem- 
bring now how he threw down. his Colours at Aſcalon. But 
as ſoon. as the Emperor heard of the King's being a Priſoner 
with-the Duke, he ſent to him to ſend King Richard to him, on 
Pretence of keeping him more ſafely ; but indeed, that he 


might come in for a Share of his Ranſoumn. 
Whilſt King Richard, with the Expence of ſo much Trea- 
. Ture,/ has purchas d himſelf, nothing but a Ggal,, ler us take a 

Mort Survew of his Life; and we ſhall find, that as he was the 
firſt, he like wiſe was the worſt of all the Richards: For ſuch 
was the Udevenneſ of his Femper, that he was never well 
Peither full nor fafting; and the Unſteadineſs of ts Judgmen 1 


„ 
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made his Government very uneaſie and diſtaſteful to almoſt al 
' I forts of Men. That he was an ill Son, needs no other Proof 
than the Preternatural Reſentment} of his dead Father, whoſe 
F Corps id abhorr'd his Preſence, that it over-acted its Part, (if 
eve may ſo ſay) to charge the Guilt upon the unnatural Of- 
TIX fender; for the Blood guſh'd out of his Noſttils, as he lay bare- 

tac'd upon his Herſe, as ſoon as his Son Richard approach d with 
© aiſſembled Reverence to kiſs His Hand. That he was an ill Bro- 
ther, apptars by the ill Uſage of bis Brothers, Fobn and Geoffery 4 
5 the Gr of whom, without any juſt Cauſe of Suſpicion, he 
wou'd have forcd to abjure the Realm; the laſt to quit his 
T I Biſhoprick ; and whether his Unkindneſs or his Injuſtice was 
| the greater, is not eaſie to determine. What kind of Hus- 
* IE band he was like to prove, was manifeſt by his Deportment to 
25 her that ſhou'd have been his Wife, the fair Lady Adela, Siſter 
to the French King, whom he did not more deſire when he 


© cou'dn't have her, than he ſlighted her when he cou' d; ſend- 
at ing her Home ſo unexpededly, that tis hard to ſay, whether he 
more diſparag'd ber, his Father, (who was his Paramour) or 
55 himſelf; making the Buſineſs the worſe, by the ſame means he 


thought to make it better: For his giving her many Jewels, 
was only to make the World think it a Recompence of that 
t: one Jewel ſhe had left behind, and thereby confirming the Opi- 
nion of the World, that the Father enjoy d ithe Pleaſure; and 
il. the Son paid the Charges. Having thus found him anfill Man, 
be we ſhall find him a worſe King; behaving himſelf more like a 
nd projector than a Prince: For (as we have already mention d) 
after he had rak'd up as much Money preparatory to his Voy - 
nd age into the Holy Land, as if he intended to have ſpent all his 
own Domiritons in Recovering thoſe, he found out ſo many 
de- Tricks to cozen' and cheat the People-of more, that at lengths 
ft, in deceiving them, he deceiv'd himſelf too: For thoſe whom 
ho he compell'd to pay new Fines for the Lands they had bought of 
ſelf him, upon Pretence of having loft his old Szal,-flipt in ſuck 


Dil, Wnew Conditions, unperceiv'd, into their new Patents, that 
pod BW made them Gainers by the Loſs; whilſt his Covetouſne(s ſuf- 
But fer d him not to perceive it, or his Neceſſity nofifiiyprevent the 
uke ¶ Inconvenience. But that which renders him Woſt unworthy 
ch the Affections of his Subjects, was, the not ohly making him- 
cm- gſeif a Stranger to them, (for during his Reign of Nine Tears 
But and Nine Months, he was not above E' ght Months with them 
* in all) but leaving them to be govern'd by a Stranger, who, 


however a Man of the Church, had ſo little regard to Juſtice, 
Honour, or Religion, that he obſerv'd no other Law but that of 
his own Will. But to make his Injuftice yet more inſupport- 
able, after he return'd Home, he reſum d all the Crown Lands 
he had Aliened for the carrying on his holy Deſign, without 
giving the leaſt Satisfaction to thoſe who had furniſh d him with 
Money upon them: Which nothing cou'd have excus'd, had 
any body elſe ſuffer'd by it, but 255 Clergy- men that put 1 70 | 
BO | 2 I 
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Grſt apon that Project. But laſtly, To ſhew h. had as little 


Bnd to his Ambition and Avariee, offer d 


Pre. chat being deny d, he beſieg d the Caſtle of Chellons, where 
de ſuppoſed the Treaſure Was hid; from whence, by a fatal 


* 


1 The True Secret Hiſtory 3 
Senſe of Honour as of Equity, he pitifully and meanly did de- 
poſe himſelf, and deliver up his Kingdom to the Hands of the 
Emperor, after he was taken Priſoner in Germany; being not 
aſnam d to attempt to make his People Slaves, on. Condition 
he might be free himſelf. And wherefore was all this Toil and 
Charge, Embaraſſing himſelf. and his Subjects, but only to hold 
up the Vain-glorious Reputation of his Courage, and make 
good that Beſtial Adjunct of Cur de Leon; which was not im- 
operly given to bim, if we conſider, that the ſame Creature 
* much noted for his Voracity as Cowage ? And yet the Exceſs 
of his Valour was moſtly ſpent in Private Quatrels, as has been 
already related. And what was the End of his great Enter- 
prize in the Tol) Land, after having tarried above a Year there, 
but the Taking of one Tawn, and Beſieging another; which, 
upon Notice of the Diſorders at Home, (that a wiſe Man 
tnight eaſily have fore · ſeen and prevented) he quit with 70 
le Diſorder, leaving the whole Action with as much Precipi- 
tation as he took it up; inſomuch that bis Wite and Siſter chat 
panied him, and all their Attendants and Officers, were 
24 to ſhift for themſelves, and get Home aàs they could; 

which Inconſideration of his, met with that pitiful Event be- 
Fore mention d: To redeem him from which, his Subjects were 
ain to flrain themſelves beyond their Abilities, Lay-men and 


Cilergy parting with a Fourth part of their Real, and à Tenth 


6f their Perſonal Eſtate; all which was not ſufficient to make 


up dis Ranſom, till they pawn'd and ſold their very Chalices 


and Church Ornamente. 
Being thus as it were Un-king d, and expos d Naked to the 
Yulgar, ftripp'd of his Honour, as well as Treaſure, he thought 
imſelf not ſecure of the Faith and Reverence due to his Birth, 
by any other way, but by a Re-coronation ; which: being as Ex- 
traordinary as the reſt of his Actions, ( for he was the firſt we 
meet with twice Crown d). was, notwithſtanding the Poverty 
of the T7 with that Solemnity, as ſhew'd he had 


che fame hing tho not the ſame Purſe, as when he began his 


Voyage to the Hoh Land. How: afterwards he fitted out a 
Fleet of One hundred Sail of Ships, to chaſtize the Rebellion 
of His Brother ahn in Normandy, and then how his In- 
dignatiom was wholly diverted upon the French King, I will 
leaye to the Writers of his General Hiſtory': Oaly I cannot 
but take notice how Providence, having determin d to put an 
and to 5 | a Fatal Occaſion, b 
the Diſcovery of tome Treaſure-Trove: For the Viſcount a 
Tymoges' having found a great Treaſure of Silver and Gold in 
the Ground, voluntarily renders the King a Part, which 
tempted him to claim the Whole; and ſo eager was he of the 


re 
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die RICHARD the Firſli, 39 
Arrow ſhot from the Hand, of one whoſe Father and two Bro- , 
thers be had killd with his own Hand; he was unexpectedly Y 
lain; leaving no Iſſue either of his. Body or Mind, except 
Three Daughters which a Prieſt told him of; which in an An- 
dient Manuſcript I find thus related: Whilſt King Richard 'was 4 
in France, againſt King Philip; a French Prieſt, called Fulco, amm 
to him, telling him, That be had Three bad Daughters which he - 


- 


wi 4 to beſtam rom bim in Marriage 4 and when the King lar. EE a 
pr NN be, knowing of ndae he had: res, Bid *2- 
the Prieft, thou cheriſbeſt Three Daughters, Pride, Covetouſneſs, m ' © © 
Leachery : Which the King leeming to take merrily, ſaid to fis 

Lords, This Hppocritical Prieſt bath found that I hate Three. Daugb. 
ters, Pride, Covetouſneſs, and Leachery, which be would have ms 
beflow forth; and if any ſuch I have, I bave faund out fit Huabands 

for them: My Daughter Pride I bequeath ro the baughty Templars and 
Hoſpitallers, who are as proud 4s Lucifer bimfelf ;,my Daughter 
Coverouſneſs I give 30. the White Monks H the Ciſtercian Order, far 
they coverathe Dell and all 5, 20d, 0s Jor mf Daughter Leachery,"t . 
can beftow'her no where better than on the Pf iet. ap! 17 of od 
eit 9 


Time, But however King Kicherd made 4 Jeft of the Brie 
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Words, certaitl it is, that he rak'd more Money by. unparalleleg 
Taxes upon the Nation, than any King before him: His Voys _ 
age to the Holy Land par d it to dhe Bones, by many unjuſt 
"x . e 2 * 5 : 2 } Thos - 
ways; but his Unlucky Return quite Ruin d its, as died by a | 
poilgn'd Arrow, and jeft two Baſtards behind him.® 
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NG JOHN ſucceeded bis Brother Richard, tho" the 
Right of Succeſſion was in Arthur, wha was Son to Geof- | 
fery Duke of re ® oa Eldeſt Brother > However, | 
John was gowntl ar Weſtminſter, by Hubert Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury; and aftermards in 4 Battel ſurpriging bis Enemies, and 
taking among tre Priſoners Prince Arthur, commirs him to Priſon ; 
 Whers he ſoon after dies, nit with ut Suſpicion of being murthered by 
King Johns, Privity; His Principulities in France are ſeized on by 
the French; Wales it in Combuſt ion, Ireland in an i proar, Scot- 
land preparing agairſt him ; England in Confuſion, the Xing, the 
Feers, the Prelatcs, and Commons, at perpetual Div: fin, The Pope 
tluaders out bis Excommunications againſt the King and all that Obey 
bim; and Interdifts the whole Realm. The King goes into Ireland, 
and ma be: up the Breaches, and cements the. Diviſions there; and 
returning into England, Llnelwyn Prince of North. Wales, in- 
vades the Marches of England, but is Encountred and Conquer d. 
Ie Pope gives the Kingdom of England to Philip of France; but 

ing John making Peace with the Pepe, fe his Crown to 
Pandulphus the Pope's Legate, and for Monty and good Words is 
- Abſolved, and reecives it again, Philip of France atremprs to in- 

vade England, but his Fleet is beaten, fratter d, and taken by King 
John. Lewis the Dauphin of Erance lands at Sandwich, comes 10 
London, and takes the Oato of Allegiance of the Barons and Citi- 
gens ar Paul's Church ; and yet is afterwardi forſaken of the Engliſh 

ords, Ning John, being freed from Invaſion and Foreign Aſſaults, 
is poiſon'd by 4 Monk in Swinſted-Abby, having reign'd Seventeen 
Tears, and Seven Months; ending bis Reign the 19th ef OSober, 
1216: au was buried in Wortefter, Thus far his General Hiſtory, 
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Nis Secret Hiſtory runs through his whole Reign; for all his 
Works were Works cf Darkneſs; and he had a Secret Deſign 
in all he did, contrary to the Intereft of the Kingdom, and 
his on Intereft too: His Uſurping the Crown was both unjuſt 
and unnatural, for he knew it was the Right of his Nephew 
. %)CCCCCC * Prince 
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Ty)be Tyre Secret Hiſtory, & e. 41 
Prince Artbur: And as he obtain d the Crown by Injuſtice, ſo 
by Injuſtice he govern d; and emhroil'd the State and himſelf 4 
in thoſe deſperate Confuftons, that made his Reign uneaſie, and 1 
bis Death unpitied; making all his Actions ſubſervient to his 
own Ends; pretending, falteſt where he intended fouleſt: Thus 
he pretends a Scruple of Conſcience; l Avice his 
Second Wife, Daughter and Heir to the Duke of Glouceſter, 
alledging ſhe was Conſanguine in the Third Degree; when the 
True and Secret Reaſon was, That he had a Deſign to marry 
(as he afterwards did) Iſabel, Daughter and Heir to the Eat! 
of Angole ſme, (tho ſhe was before betrothed to Hugb le Brun, 
Earl of March, (a Peer of great Eſtate and Alliance in France) 
by Conſent of King Richard, in whoſe Cuſtody ſhe then' Was. 
But Hugh le Brun, who had his eſpouſed Wife thus taken from 
Him dy King Fobn, finding himſelf touch'd in the moſt ſenſible | 
part, combines with Prince Arthur, the Barons of Poicton and = 
Britain, raiſes a ſtrong Party, with whom{alfo: joins the King © 
ef France, notwithſtanding ali the Tyes he ftood engaged igt LM 
King John; for finding his Intereſt would be of that fide; he 
found alſo that Intereſt would not lye; ſo that he was now at- 
| fail'd by the King of Frante on one fide, that is, in Normanihyi; 
and on the other. by Artur, and the Barons of Anjou; wheres 
King John, with great Secrecy, Expedition and Force, came un- 
expectedly, and defeated the whole Army of the Affailants, - 
and taking many Priſoners; among whom were Prince Arthyr * 
| his Nephew, Fb le Brun, whoſe affienced'Spouſe' be had mar- 
ried; with the Barons of *PojFor, and aboye 200 K nights ant 
Men of Command: All which he carried away bound in 
3 5 into divers Caſtles, both of Normandy and 
BBl. ING 


This Victory, which brought thoſe into his Power which he 
had moſt Reaſon to fear, one would think ſhould ſufficiently 
eftabliſh him in the Throne, and ſettle the Crown upon his « 5, 
Head; but inſtead of that it undid him; for he had i re. 
ſigns in all he did, and a Secret Curſe continvally purſud him: 
AnJ the ill Uſe he made of this Victory, ruin'd his Repumtion 
for ever. Prince Artur his Nephew, the right Heir of the 
| Crown, was ſoon after ſecretly murthered in Priſon; and tho he 
did what he could to clear his hands of it, yet was it generally - 
laid at his Door; which, with the cruel Execution of many of 
bis Priſoners an! Hoſtages, ſo exaſperated the Nobility of Bi- 
| ain, Anjou, and Poictou, that they all took Arms againſt him, 
and ſummon d him to anſwer what he had done, in the Gurt 
of Juſtice of the Ring of France, to whom they appeal; which, 
he refuſing, is condemn'd both to loſe the Dutchy ot ' Normandy, - 
(of which his Anceſtors had been poſſeſs d by theè ſpace of 300 
Tears) and all his ether Provinces in France, which the next 
| Year after, either through * Is (being given over to 
the Pleaſures of his young Wife) or by the Reyolt of his own 
Mpüfſters, (incenſed likewiſe againſt him) or rather through 
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tat Secret Curſe which always follow'd him, he became wholly 
diiſpoſſeſs d of, tho*; himſelf was all the while upon the Spot, 
dat the General Hiſtory of this King, ſufficiently declaring 
the Tnfelicities of bis Reign, it would be but to hold a Candle 


to the Sun, to ſpeak. further thereof. So many and ſo great, | 
were the Impoſitions laid upon the Nation by this King, that. 
2 they refuſed to pay any more; and the Archbiihop of | 


Jerk having ſolemnly curſed the Receivers thereof, ſecretly 
witirdrem bimſelf out of the Kingdom: 1 he Barons allo being 
ſummon d to attend the King into France, they all by a general 

- Conſent ſent him word, That unleſs he woulg reſtore to them 

- their Rights and Liberties, they wogid da him no Service out 


of the Kingdom. And this was the beginning of a miſerable; 


Breach between the King and the woe both be ing out of 
order; the juſt Ligaments of Command and Obedience, that 
ſhoujd- hold them together, being - diſyainted ; the reducing 
whertof into juſt Proportion again, coſt more Nohle Blood 
than all the Foreign Wars ſince the Conqueſt: For this Con- 
tention ceaſed not, (tho it often, bad ſome. fair Intermiſſions) 
£il1-the- great Charter to keep the Beam right hetwixt Sove- 
raignty ard; SubjeRion, firſt obtained of this King Fobn, and 
v afterwards. of his Son-#enry the Third; (tho neyer truly ob- 
ſer wd by either) was in the Maturity of a Judicious Prince, 
. Edward the Firſt, freely ratified, in the 27th Year of his Reign, 
Which was above Fourſcore Years, after. 1 


IT This being the firſt Civil Diſſention we find oce Willign the 


Firſt, between: the King: and his Nobles, of this Nature ; it 


* * 


will not be here amiſs to ſearch into the Secret Grounds and 


Quuſes thereof, and io we ſhall be the better able to judge of the 


Occaſions given and taken for the Riſe of it. It was now 

about 140 Years ſince William the Eirſt had planted and ſettled 

here the Norman Nobility, whole Iſſue being now become meer 

- Engliſh, were grown to be of great Numbers and Means, and 

- of great. Spirits, ever exercis'd in the Wars of France, where 

- maſt;of them were Commanders of Caſtles, or Ouners of 

other Eſtates beſides whar they beld in England : and being 

no by this violent and naſuccefsful King, ſhut out from Action, 
and their Means Abroad, they began to-think of preſervin 

_ what was left at Home, which by their martial Freedom, and 

the Priviledges of the Kingdom, (which now Neceſſity drove 

them to look more narrowly into) they were the more encou- 


- raged to Attempt, in regard they ſaw themſelves and the 


dam brought almoſt to Ruine; being perpetually haralod gt 


the Kings Will; which was-ageinſt their Right, his Violence 
and Corruption taying no Right to wb Sai * Tho 
it muſt be acknowledg, that their Caule was. better than their 
Proſecution: For whilſt they ſtrive £0-1ecoyer, what they had 
loſt, and the K iag to keep what by the Advantage of the Time 
and the Peoples Sufferance; he had gotten, many unjuſt and 


inſolent Courſes were uſed on either ide. But there were 
* EE 8 ; 3 II „ | 5 ſome 
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ſome particular Inſtances of King Fol vs Violation of the Laws 
und Liberties of the Realm, which Secretly influenc d the 
Lords to demand the Reſtitution of their Rights at this time: 
One of which was, his Endeavouring to haniſh the Earl of Che- 
ſter only for adviſing him to leave his Crueſty and Incontinence: 


Another was, that he endeavour'd to Debauch a Daughter of 


Robert Fitz water, calbd Maud the Fair; but ſhe not conſenting 


a Potch'd Egg, whereof ſhe died. A Third was his Crueity to 
the Family of William de Brauſe, a Nobleman; the Story is 


( which his own Conſcience ſecretly told him he had given Rea- 
ſon enough for) ſends with a Military Power to all the Potent 


their Fidelity ; wherein many of them ſatisfied the King's 
Will, ſending fome their Sons, ſome their Nephews, and others 


a Nobttman, being defir'd to deliver in his Pledge, his Wife 
preventing her Husband's Anſwer, rells the 2 Thar 
the King ſbon d have none of her Sons to keep, who was ſ ill a 
Keeper of bis own Brobbr's Son, Arthur: For which raſti and 
. Inconſſderate' Speech, the Baron ſharply reprehending his Wife, 
before the King's Ser vants, told them, He was ready, if be bud 
offended, wo ſatisfie ibe Kg, witbour- any Pledge, according to the 
Fullgment of his Court, or that of bis Peers, at any Time or Place 
whereſoezver, Upon the Report of this Anſwer, the King ſends 
don Secretly to appretiend the Baron; but he either having 
pri vate Notice, or doubting «hat would tollow, fled wic his 
Wife and Children into Ireland; where after ward, this afflictad 
Lady is ſaid to have ſent Queen Iſabe! Four hundred Kine, and 
| & Bull which yet could not obtain her Pardon, nor pacifie the 
King's Wrath; but was afterwards taken, with her two 
(her Husband eſcaping into France) and was ſent to the Caſtle 


zmiſh'd to Death. And now I am ſpeaking of innocent Children, 
I, cannot omit to mention -another Bloody Action of this 
Wicked King's; which is, That at his Return out of Feland, 
paſſing through Wales, he there ſubdued certain Rebels, and 
takes Eight and twenty Children of the beſt Families, as Pl 
of their future e but not long after, hearing that t 
grew mutinous, and re 

them, that he would not go to Dinner till he had ſeen thoſe 
Iwenty eight Children all hang d before his Face; which was 


Guilty. But what elſe cou'd be expected from ſuch a Prince, 
who made his own Will the grand Meaſure of all his Actions, 


ſtianity it ſelf, and turn Mahometan; for being in ſome Di- 
ftreſs, he ſent Thomat Hardingron, and Ralph Fitꝭ Nichols, Knights, 
to Miramumalim, King of Africk and Morocco, with Offer of his 


aan 


to the King's Luſt, a Meſſenger was ſent to give her Poiſon in 
this: Ihe King, to prevent the Defection of his Subjects, 
Men of the Kingdom, to require Pledges for the Aſſurance. of 


| the neareſt of their Kin: Among the reſt, William de Brauſe, 


| of Windſor, where ſhe and her two innocent Children were fa- 


elled again, he was ſo incenfed againſt - 
done accordingly : Thus cauſing the Innocent to ſuffer for the 


and who, to gain his own Ends, was ready to renounce Chri- 


Kingdom # 


24 The True Secret Hiſtory, &c. 
Kingdom to him, upon Condition he would come and aid 
bim; and that if he prevailed, he would himſelf become a 
Mahometan, and renounce the Chriſtian Faith. And the 


Overthrow in France, he very paſſionately ſaid, That nothing 


4 dad upon the opening of a fat Buck: See, ſaid he, how this 
Wit) N Deer hath proſpered, and how Fat be i:; and yet I dare ſwear he 
. never heard Maß. Of this King, ſays one, we cannot reckon 
e : < ſo. many Impieties as he had: Unnatural to his own Blood, to 
| Lethe Wife of his Boſom ; bloody to the Nobility and Clergy ; 
r, nnotoriouſly guilty of Perjury, often Swearing, but, never 

© keeping his Word: Betraying his Crown and Kingdom to 

| * the Pope; and rather than want his Will, wou'd ruine both 
Church, Nobles, and the whole Nation: Sends an Ambaſſa- 

_  - -* or to a Mooriſh King in Africa, to render him the King- 
_— dom of England, to hold it from him as his Soveraign Lord, 
9 f “ and to renounce Chriſt, and receive Mabomet. In the Heat of 


paired to Swinſted- Abbey, where. he was Poiſoned, leaving 
Three Baſtards behind him. His Character is ſumm d up in 
a few Words by à late Hiſtorian, with which 1 ſhall conclude 
u have to ſayof him; which is, That be wor neither fir for 
XZ. ofperizy,” nor Adverſity : For 'Proſperity made him inſolent, and 
NE . 


s 27 


8 Truth is, conſidering how he acted, it was no Matter what 
33 & Faith he was of: And moſt think he had none at all; for ſome } 
IP Expreſſions of his, ſavour very much of Atheiſm : Witneſs, | 

| that after he had been reconciled to the Pope, and received an 


had proſpered with him, ſince be had been reconciled to God and the | 
Pope. Not much unlike to which, was another Expreſſion he 


his Wars with the Nobility, Gentry, and Commons, he re- 
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King HE N RT the Third, 


— ING HENRY the Third was the Eldeſt Son of King 
John, by label Daughter of Aymer Earl of Angoleim : 
' This Henry was born at Wincheſter, and oy crown'd at 
| Glouceſter by Peter Biſbop of Winchefter, and Joſſeline Biſhop 
of Bath; and after Agreement with bis Lords, he was again 
| crown'd at Weſtminſter by Stephen Langton Archbiſhop of En. 
terbury: Gualo the Pope's Legate, the Biſhop of Wincheſter, and 
William Marſhal Earl of Pembrook, being the Protector of the 
King and Realm, 1he King being but Nine Tears old; by whoſe Pru- 
dent Government, Lewis the Dauphin of France, with all his French 
Armies, being expulſed out of the Land: The King forgave all the 
Layety that had taken part with Lewis, but made the Clerg y pay 
great Fines ; then King Henry went with a great Army into Bri- 
train, againſt Lewis King of France, an ſpoiled the Country; till 
at laſt 4 Peace was concluded. Richard Earl of Cornwal, * 
King's Brother, was made King of ite Romans; the King Joſt al. 
his Lands in France, except the Vutchy of Acquitain 3 an _Inſurre- 
Aion in Wales, Ireland in Rebellion, England. in Confuſion. The 
= King entertains Poictovines our of France, and gives them Places o 
= great Honour in the Kingdom ;, which made the Engliſh Barons raiſe 
| Arms againſt the King. The Earls of Leiceſter and Glouceſter 
rock the King at the Bartel of, Lewis: The Lord Chief Fuſtice was 
Kill in Weſtminſter-Hall. Bur after all theſe Broils, the Xing 
died in Peace, baving reigned 56 Tears, and One Month; ending his 
Re gu the 16th of November, 1272. and was buried in Weſtminſter, 
Thus much for his Reign in General, I next proceed to 1 


His Secret Hiſtory: His Father leaving him young, (for he - 
was crown'd at Nine Years of Age) he was for ſome time un- 

der the Tuition and Governance of a Protector; 'and-whilft 
he was ſo, both himſelf and the Kingdom were happy: For all 
that time being under; the Power of à Guardian, a Reſtraint 
was put upon his Natural Inclinations : But no ſooner was he 
Lome of Age, and had taken the Coyernment into ny | 
„ . x : * 
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Hands, but he quickly began to ſhew himſelf, and to let the 
World know that his Subſects were not beholden to him for 
that Eaſe and Quietneſs they enjoy'd in the firſt Years of his 
Reign: For he no ſooner came to take the Government upon 
himſelf, but he was ſecretly laying Foundations for raiſing up 
the late demoliſh'd Structure of Arbitrary Government and 
Abſolute Rule; heaping up one Grievance upon another, till 
the whole Frame of Government was again unking'd ; For the 
King being come to ſome Years of Underftanding, was, in a 
Parliament holden at London, put in mind by the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, in behalf of the State, of his Oath made, and 
taken by others for him, upon the Peace made with Lewis, for 


Confirmation of the Liberties of the Kingdom, for which the | 


War began with his Father, it being the chief Baſis wherenpon 
both his own Good, and that of his People, muſt ſubſiſt; with- 
cut which, the whole State would again fall in ſunder; and they 
would have him to know ir betime, that he might the better 
avoid thoſe miſerable Inconveniencies which the Diſ- union of 
Rule and Obedience might bring upon them all. But this 
Counſel, as good and as profitable as it was, found ſome of the 
young King's Counſellers to oppoſe it, who urged it to have 
an Act of Conftraint, and therefore not to be performed : 

Yet was it notwithſtaading at that time promiſed by the King 
to be ratified, and twelve Knights, or other legal Men of every 
_ Shire, were by Writs charged to examine what were the Laws 
and Liberties which the Kingdom enjoyed under his Grand- 
father, and return the ſame by a certain Day; which Prolonga- 


FE tion, for all the fair Shew that it carried, was no other than a 


Secret Deſign to elude the Force of thoſe Laws; For during 
the whole Reign of this King, which was Six and fifty Years, 
the longeſt of any King of England) it was this put him to 
the greateſt Trouble, and moſt of all embroit'd his Affairs, 


making him ill- beloved of his People, and far leſs a King than 


He would have been, only by ftriving to be greater than he 
Thould ; which indeed is but the juſt Reward of all Violations; 
For even this firſt Hefitation, upon the requeſting of their Li- 
berties. was ready to turn the Blood, and ſhew'd how {ſenſible 
the State was in the leaſt Stoppage of that tender Vein. 

Tube next Year another Panliament was held at Weſtminſter, 
an which was required the Fiftieth part of all Meveables both of 
the Clergy and Layety, for the Recovery of thoſe Dominions 


in France, wich held from this Crown hy Lemis the now King, 
Contrary to his Oath and Promiſe made here in England at his 
Departure: Which Motion, tho' it concern d the Honour and 


. of the Kingdom, Dr Inheritance of the Kin 
and the Eſtates of moſt of the Nobility, and other of the King 
Subjects, ' who had Lands and Poſſeſſions in thoſe Parts, which 
Acußtlels they deſired! to recover with! their ütmoſt Means) yet 
Would they pot yield to the Grant of* this Subſidy, but upon 
Confirmation of thelr Liberties; witch in dhe end they cin l 
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| ſtody, he Cancels a 


and all others, i 


King HENRY rhe Third. N ; 
ing John had granted them 
in the two Charters before; And Twelye Knights or Legal Ment | 
are choſen. in every Shire, upon their Oath, to 155 the Old 

| t 


in the ſame words and form 38 


Foreſts from the New; and all ſuch as were found to have been 


inkoreſted ſince che firſt, Coronation of Hemp the Second, 


to be diſforreſted, and diſpoſed at their pleaſurẽ who were to 
poſſeſs them; whereupon they were laid open, 1 and 
improved to the great comfort. and benefit of the Subject; 
whereby Men were ſuſtain d inſtead of Wild Beaſts, and more 


room made for ein to Employ their Induſtry,  - 


All this while the Ane in his Non- Age; and for that 
reaſon two years alter, calling a Parliament at Oxford; where- 
in he declares MOT to be of lawful Age, and free from Cu- 

| 1 Anguls the Charter of the Forefts. whic 
he had before granted; as having then no power of humlelf, 


or of his Seal, and ſo of no Validity ; And the more to ſhow” 


himſelf, cauſes Pe to be made, That bath Clergy, 


Seal ; for which they were conſtrained to pay, not according 
o their Ability, but the WII of the Chief Juſtice, Hugh de 
Burgh, upon whom. the blame of all is laid ; for it was very 
commort win this king to give Secret Inſtructions to 
bis Miniſters... to do What be had a mind to have 


done; and When thereby an Odium as rais d upon the 


King, he would be ſure. to lay all the blame upon his Miniſters. 
| Nor hur that Hugh de Burgh was bad enough of himſelf ; at 


ven him, as of Right it ought, the Chief Juſtice adviſes. "the 
King to Appre 
ſtody z whigh 


* 


com 


Dangers, at l 
After this 


1nd all others, if they «gald enjoy thoſe Liberties, ſhould fe- 
new their C harters, and. have them confirmed under his New © 


for he having demanded the poſſeſſion of the Caſtle to be gi- 
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"cey,and;of the City of Zandon, forthe Redemption of their 
15 kilos ns third part of all the Goods of the Jens) 


met by the Nobles of Poiftou, they with the Eart of 
ritain do homage to him; and after much Miſchief done in 
Tale, Xantonpue, and Ar gondis, where their Friends and Ene- 


mies ſuffer all alike, at length a Peace is concluded, and the 
ing returns without Glory or Profit, bringing with him the 
_ - Eartof Britain and many Pofctovins, to receive Rewards for do- 


Ang nothing; which notwithſtanding all their former Expence, 


' To which purpoſe he diſplaces ſeveral of his Officers and Re- 


frauding kim in their offices; of whom Ralph Breton Trea- 
ſurer of his Chamber was the firſt, and he is both committed 
to Priſon, and grievoully fin d; the next is Hubert de Burgh his 
Thief Juftice, a man who had 
1 | Pace always Obnoxious to Detra 
= TOs call d to account, for all ſuch Money as had paſs d his Ofie 3 
| For which, tho be had the Kings Grant for it during Life, yet 
be is thruft our, and very great Crimes laid to his a, 


for 
no ſooner was chis great Officer fallen into the Kings 


1 iſplea- 
. dim: Which be to avoid, flies te a Church fon, Sanctuary; 
we but it proves no Shelter to him, for from thencb e was taken 


Patong of Violence thereby done to the Church, he was again 
? brought thither; but that could not ſhelter him from the Wrath 
8 % of the King, who found out a way to make him leave the San. 
'Qtuary of himſeif; for cauſing a Strict Guard to be ſet about 
all the Avenues, that ſo no Suſtenance might be brought to 
Bim, Hunger quickly Compell d him to come ont, rather than 
Je there and Starve: And ſo committing himſelf to che Kings 

= . *Mercy,he was feat Priſoner to the Devizes and HisFreafure which 
oY he had left in the Cuftody of the Templars. was brought forth, 


wotre as ſtolen out of his Exchequer, Now cho the removing 
5 ef Corrupt Minifeers, and calling them to accompt, he a good 
"| twins in it ſelf, and the way to have Juſtice Impartially executed, 

pd nh none of the Kings deſign herein ; for what hi 
| ſecretly intended, was to bring Money into his own Coffers, 
1 __ and tg grarifie thePoiftoyins and other ftrangers, chat he Had 


y . 
- 
: 
1 * 
p „ 


Srovghr with him out of France; for o 
Fer tec in the room of all the Officers that were turn d out; 
r 
ot theif tinte dö that end, bat to the gr. 9 the 
| 89: p 
2. Heing (as tis (ard) the Biſhop of ""mehefter,” who was lately 
ow 


urn 'd from the Holy Wars abroad tò be the Auth 
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muſt be ſqueez'd out of the Subſtance of his Engliſb Subjects: 
<eivers, calling them to accompt, and charging them with de- 


rubd all under him, in a 
on and Envy, and he is 


B ſare; but a whole Volley of Accuſations were diſcharged upon - 


= dy force, and committed toPriſon ; but theBiſhop-of London com- 


and Seiz d into the 7 rin. he Claiming that, and much 


oly rangers were pre- 
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Counſellors, Biſhops, Ear's, and Barons of the K indom were 
removed, as diſtruſted, and Strangers preferred in their 
rooms. : | 
Theſe Open Violations and Inſufferab'e Violences, ſo exaſ- 

perated the Nobility, that many of em ( whereof. Richard, 
now Earl Marſhal, upon the Death of his Brother William, was 
Chief) entered into a Combination for the Defence of the 
Publick, and boldly ſhew'd the King, his Error, and the ill.advui- 
ſed Courſe he took, in preferring Strangers about him, to the Diſ- 
grace and Oppreſſion of his Natural Liege People, contrary to their 
Laws and Liberties ; and that, unleſs he would reform this Exceſs, 
whereby his Crown and XK ingdom was in imminent Danger, he and 
the reft of the Nobility would withdraw themſclves from bis Coun- 
cil. To which the Biſhop of Wincheſter replied, That it was law- 
ful for the King to call what Strangers be pleas'd about him, for the 
Defence of bis Crown and Kingdom, and thereby to compel his proud. 
and rebellious Subjets to their due Obedience, Which haughty 
Anſwer of the Biſhop's, caus'd the Earl, and the reſt, to de- 
part with extream Indignation ; vowing, That in this Cauſe, 
which concerned them all, they wou'd ſpend their Lives, a 
The King hereupon, both ſuddenly and ſecretly, ſends over | 
for great Numbers of Po:#0vins to aſſiſt him; chuſing rather 
unworthily to be aſſiſted by Strangers, than to take the good 
Advice and Counſel of his own People; by which means, in- 

ſtead of healing the Breaches already made, he only made 

em wider. Soon af er this, the King ſummons a Parliament 

at Oxford, whither the Lords refuſed to come, as well becauſe . 
they found themſelves deſpisd, as becauſe of the great Num 

bers of Strangers that were about the King, which made them 

not look upon it to be ſafe. It was thereupon thought fit by | 

the King's Council, that they ſhou'd be a Second and Third 

time ſummon'd, to ſee whether they would come, or not, But 

this not ſucceeding, a Parliament is ſummon'd likewiſe at 
Weſtminſter, whither the Lords ftill refuſed to come, unleſs the 

King wou'd remove the Biſhop of Vincbeſter, and the Poiftovins, 

from the Court; letting the King know, That otherwiſe they 

would, by the Common Council of the Kingdom, Expel him and his 

Evil Counſelors out of the Lan1, and Create a New King, Upon 
this Threatning, Pledges are requir'd of the Nobility, to be 
deliver'd by a certain Day, for the Security of their Allegi- 

ance; but no Act paſſed in this Parliament, by reaſon of the 
Abſence of the Lords: For tho' divers Lords came thither, 
yet in * the Earl-Marſhal, the Lord Gilbert Baſſet, and 

other Lords were not preſent, there was nothing done. After 


his, Writs were ſent out to all who held by Knight's Service, 

o repair to the King at Glouceſter by a certain Day: Which the 

Earl-Marſhal and his Aſſociates refuſing, the King, without the 

Judgment of his Court, and their Peers, cauſes them to be 

proclauned Outlaws, and ſeizes 1 all their Lands, which he 
| | h | Elves 
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gives to his Poictovins; and directs out Writs to attach their 
Bodies, whereſozver to be found in the Kingdom. ; 
The Biſhop of Winchefter, (who was the King's Evil Coun- 
ſellor, and chief Tool in all his Unjuſt Proceedings) that he 
might weaken the Party of the Earl-Marſhal, buys off the Earls 


of Cheſter and Lincoln with a Thouſand Marks; and the king ſe- 


cretly makes great Offers to his Brother, ſo that he likewiſe left 
chem. The Barons upon this, withdraw themſelves into Wales, 
and join with Lewellin, and other great Men in that Countrey 3 
whither alſo came Hubert d- Burg, who had eſcaped out of Pri- 
ſon, and joins with them, cach mutually ſweating, that no 
one without the other ſhould make any Agreement. | 

Soon after, the King with his Army engages the Barons, but 
comes off with Loſs; and afterwards mrets with no better Suc- 
ceſs with an Army of Foreigners. — The King's Arms not pre- 
valling, he ſecretly employs a Fryar of the Order of Minors, 
to ſee if he could perſwade the Earl-Marſha] to come in, and 
- ſubmit himſel to the King's Mercy: The Fryar undertakes 
this Province, and tells the Earl-Marſhal, That he has beard the 
King ſay, That notwithſtanding kis great Offences, if be would ſub- 
mm, he wo:ld- not only pardon, and reſtore bim to his Eſtate; but 
would give him ſo much of Herefordſhire as fh5uld conveniently 
maintain him: Adding, That it was the Deſire of the King and bu 
Counſellors, that this Submiſſion ſhou'd be made in Private; uſing be- 
; Hides, all the Inducements he could to draw him thereto; telling 
him, That it was his Duty and Intcreft ſo to do. But all the Pains 
the Fryar took in this Matter, was but in yain, the Earl being 
not at all movedtherewith ; but on the contrary told the Fryar 
what Injuries he had receiy'd ; and, That he could not truſt the 
King whilſt be had ſuch Counſellors about him as were void both of 
© Conſcience, Honour, and Honeſly, and who only ſought the Deſtru- 
ction of himſelf and his Friends, tho they bad alwars been the Xing 
Loyal Jubjects. The Fryar ftill preſs'd the Matter further, an- 
ſwer ing the EarF's Objections, and telling him of the Greatneſs 
of the King's Power, his own Weakneſs, an! the Danger he 
was in. To which the Earl reply'd, That he fear d no Danger; 
that he would never yield to the King's Will, rhat would be guided by 
no Reaſon; and that ke ſhould give an ill Example, to relinquiſh the 
Fuſtice of his Cauſe, to obey that Will which wrought all Injuſtice; 
and that ſo io do, would be to declare be lov'd worldly Poſſeſſions more 
than Right or Honour. And ſo nothing was done; but the War 
. continu'd with much Effuſion of Blood. At length the King 
carried on another Secret Deſign to be rid of the Earl-Marſhal ; 


and that was, by fending over a Secret Commiſſion into Ireland, 


to ſeize upon all. thoſe great Poſſeſſions that the Earl had there, 

and which deſcended to him from his Anceftor the Earl of Strong- 
bow, the firſt Conqueror of that Country; all which were 
ſpoiled, and taken from him, by virtue of that Commiſſion: 


Which the Farl hearing, went over thither, and by ſeeking to 


recover his Eſtate, loſt his Life, being circumvented and flain 
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by Treachery. The Death of this great Man was lamented 
both by his Friends and Enemies : But the King (who was un- 
derhand the Cauſe thereof) diſavows the (ending of this Secret 
Commiſſion into Ireland, proteſting he never knew thereof, and 
charges it upon his Miniſters. Tais was but a pitiful Excuſe, 
and commonly the Shift of weak Princes, who are conſcious to 
themſelves of having done ill things, and then are aſham'd to 
own them. WD : 

The King, after going on in his own. Evil Courſes, for two 
Years, and wanting Money extreamly, calls a Parliament at 
Weſtminſter, wherein the Biſhops gravely admoniſh the King, by 
his Father's Example, and his own Experience, to beware of the 
Miſchief of Diſſention between him and his Kingdom, through 
the ill Advice of his Miniſters; and perſwade him to be at Union 
with his People, by removing from him Strangers and others, 
by whoſe Inſtigation, for their own Ends, theſe Diſturbances 
are fomented, and his Natural Subjects eſtranged from him, to 
the great Alienation of their Affections, which was of dange- 
rous Conſequence : And therefore (after reciting the Grievan- 
ces of the State, and the Abuſes or his Miniſters) they hum» 
bly beſought him to govern his Kingdom as other Nations did 
theirs; that is, by the Laws and Natives of the ſame: Other- 
wiſe they would proceed by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure, both againſt 
his Counſellors and himſelf.- | „ | 

The King ſeeing to what Condition his Extravagancies had 
reduc'd him, and that he had no way to ſubſiſt, but by tempo- 
rizing ; he makes a Vertue of Neceſſity, and more for his own 
Ends, than to ſatisfie his People, conſents to call home the 
Lords out of Wales, reſtores them to their Places and Poſſeſs 
ſions, removes the Strangers from about him, and calls his 
new Officers to account; and the Biſhop of Winchefter, Peter 
de Rivallis, and Stephen Segrave, thereupon take Sanctuary; but 
the King having ſufficiently ſqueez d em by great Fines, let 
them afterwards have their Liberty. It was the uſual way of 
this King, when he wanted Money, to promiſe to redreſs Grie- 
vances, and confirm the Peoples Liberties; but no ſooner was 
his own Turn ſerv'd, but he forgot all his Promiſes, and in- 
ſtead of Redreſſing, increas d the Number of their Grievan- 
ces; which was ſo notorious throughout his whole Reign, that 
it can hardly be accounted a piece of his Secret Hiſtory : But 
what the Temper of thoſe Times. was, and what Reputation 
the King had with his Subjects, will beſt appear by the follow- 
ing Paſſages, not commonly to be met with; which I have 

erefore the rather inſerted. Cs | 

During the Time of the Parliament, in which the King was 
ſo hot upon undertaking the Croſs, and going to che Holy Land; 
Habe! Counteſs of Arundel (Widow) came to the King about a 
Ward detained from her, in regard of a ſmall Parcel of Land 
held in Capite, which drew away all the reft; and the King 
Eving her a harſh Anſwer, and _— away from her ; * 
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the Counteſs taking unkindly, thus addreſs d her ſelf to him, 
My Liege, why turn you away your Face from Fuſtice, that we can 
obtain 15 Right in your Court? Tou gre conſtituted in the midſt, be- 
wwixt GOD and us; but neither govern your ſelf nor us diſcreetly, as 
you ought : Tou ſhamefully vex both the Church and Nobles of the 
K ingdom by all means you may. The King having heard her, diſ- 
dainfully replies, Lady Ccunteſs, have the Lords made you a Char- 
ter, and ſent you, becauſe you are an Eloquent Speaker, to be their 
Advocate and Prolocutrix? No Sir, ( reply d the Counteſs brisk- 
Iy) they bave not made any Charter to me; but the Charter which 
your Father and you made, and [wore ſo often to objerve, and ſo often 
extorted Money from your Subjefts for the (ame, you unworthily tranſ- 
greſs, as a manifeſt Breaker of your Faith: Where are the Liberties 
of England, ſo often written, ſo often granted, ſo often bought ? 
My ſelf (tbo 2 Woman) and with me all y'ur Natural and Faithful 
People, appeal againſt you to the Tribunal of that High Fudge above; 
and Heaven and Earth ſhall be our Witneſs, that yeu bave dealt 
moſt unjuſily with us; and the Lo GOD of Revenges avenge us, 
The King being diſturb d at her Words, ask d her, If ſhe expe- 
Red no Fav ur from him, being his Kinſwoman ? ow ſhall I hope 
for Favour, faid ſhe, when you deny me Right? I therefore appeal 
before the Face of Chriſt, againſt thoſe Counſellors of yours, who 
only greedy of their own Gain, have h:witched and infatuated 

you, | 
Nor was it only a Woman that durſt ſpeak thus to the King: 
For altogether as bold, tho' in fewer Words, was the Repartee 
made him by the Mafter of the Hoſpital in Feruſalem, in Clerken- 
well; who coming to complain of an Injury committed againſt 
their Charter, the King told him, The Prelates, and eſpectally the 
Temflars and Hoſpitallers, had ſo many Liberties and Charters, that 
their Riches made them proud, and their Pride made them mad; and 
that thoſe things which were unadviſedly granted, were with Diſcre- 
tics to be revoked; alledging, that the Pope had often recalled his 
own Grants, with the Clauſe non obſtante; and why ſhould not he 
vacate thoſe Charters inconſiderately granted by him and his Predeceſ- 
fors * What ſay you, Sir? reply'd the Prior, (whom the King's 
Words had touch'd to the quick) GOD forbid ſo ill a Word 
fhould proceed out of your Mouth ; ſo long as you obſerve Fuſtice, 
Jou may be a King; and as ſoon a; you violate the ſame, you ſhall 
leave to be a King, More could not have been ſaid in ſo few 
Words; and this would haye been ſufficient in another Reign 
to have coſt him his Head. But this King, by his often pro- 
miſing, and as often breaking his Promiſe, had made himſelf 
cheap to his People; as will further appear by the following 
Inſtance: The Fryars Minors had a Load of Freeze ſent by the 
King, to cloath them; but they return'd it back with this Meſ- 
ſage, That he ought not to give Alms of what he bad rent from tht 
Poor, neither would they accept of that abominable Gift. With 
theſe, and many ſuch bold Incounters, was the King affronted : 
Which ſtews the ill Complexion of that Time; and wittal, 
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how miſerable a thing it is for a Prince to loſe his Reputation» 
and the Love of his People. And well might he loſe his Reputa- 
tion, who ſo little valued his Word and Oath, taken perhaps in 
the moſt ſolemn manner as ever any Oath was taken; for it was 
taken by the King, Nobility, and Prelates, all cloathed in their 
proper Ornaments, with burning Candles in their Hands, to 
hear the terrible Sentence of Excommunication againſt the In- 
fringers of the ſame. And at the lighting of thoſe Candles, 
the King having received one in his Hand, gives it to a Prelate 
that ſtood by, ſay ing, Ir becomes not me, being no Prieff, to hold 
this Candle; my Heart ſhall be a greater Teſtimony z and thereupon 


laid his Hand ſpread on his Breaſt all the time the Sentence was 


read: After which, throwing away their Candles, which lay 
ſmoaking on the Ground, they cried out, So let them who incur 
this Sentence, be extinf, and ſtink in Hell: And the King with a 
loud Voice ſaid, 4s GOD me help, I will, as I ama Man, a Chri- 
ſtian, a Knight, and a King Crowned and Anointed, inviolably ob. 
ſerve all theſe theſe things, Certainly never were Human Laws 
in any Nation confirmed with more Ceremony to make them 
Sacred and yet were ſoon after broken by the King ; and his 
Breach of them defended by the Sword ; by which means, a 
world of Noble, as well as Plebeian Blood, was ſhed ; as the Ge- 
neral Hiſtory of this Reign ſhews at large. But it is now time 
that I conclude King #enry's Secret Hiſtory, after having given 
you ſome further ſhort Acconnt of the King; of whom I have 
this more to ſay, That he was neither conſtant in his Love, nor 
in his Hate; for he never had ſo great a Favourite, whom he 
brought not into Diſgrace; nor ſo great an Enemy whom he 
receiv'd not into Fayour : Of which, Hubert de Burgh, Earl of 
Kent, was an eminent Inftance, who was his Chief Juſtice many 
Years, but then turn'd out and proſecuted with the greateſt 
Rigour ; and indeed he deſerv'd it, if that be true with which 
he was accus'd, which was, That to diſſwade a great Lady from 
Marriage with the King, he told her, That the Xing was 4 ſquint- 
ey d Fool, and a kind of Leper; decentful, perjur'd, and more faint- 
hearted than a Woman, and utterly unfit for any Lady's Company : 
And yet after all this, he was reſtor'd again to Favour, when 
the King had ſufficiently fleecd him: This ſhew'd that the 
King lov'd Money more than Honour; which allo further ap- 
pear'd by ſelling his Right to thole two great Dukedoms of Nor- 
mandy and Anjou. And yet had he not been more deſirous of 


Honour than Quietneſs, he had never contended ſo long with 


the Barons, about their Charter of Liberty; which on his 


part was but a Punctilio of Honour. To conclude all, The 


Sum of this King's long Reign, is in ſhort, no more than this: 
He was a Chip of the Old Block, for no Oath could ever bind 
him; always jealous of the Nobility, brings in Strangers, de- 
ſpiſeth all Counſel in Parliament, waſteth all the Treaſure of 
the Kingdom in Civil Wars; ſells his Plate and Jewels, and 
pawns his Crown. | 
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KK EDWARD the Firſt, Son er HENRY the 


Third, was Thirty five Tears old when te began to Reign 
| being at the time of bis Fathers Death in Paleſtine, called 
the Holy-Land, Engaged in Wars againſt the Saracens 3 ſo that be 
returned not home till the next year: He was of Stature higher than 
ordinary Men by the Head and Shoulders, and was for that reaſon fir- 
named Longſhanks : He was Crowned at Weſtminſter the z 4th dy 
of December, in the Second year of his Reign, by Robert Arch. 
biſhop of Canterbury, and Stiled himſelf, Edward the Firſt, Duke 
of Acquitain and Anjon, Lord of Ireland and Xing of England. 
He b1onght Wales wholly into Subjection to the Crown of England, 
#ftabliſhed Peace, cauſed all corrupt Fudges and Officers of Note t0 
be Exemplarily puniſhed , with Fines, Impriſonments, and Baniſh- 
ments: With a Navyof Sixty Shipe, he overcame and took Three hun- 
dred Ships of France. He created his Son Prince Edward, (an In- 
Fant ) the firſt Prince of Wales of the Engliſh Blood. The Scots 
made War upon King Edward, who at the Battel of Foukirk flew 
Seventy thouſand Scots in one day; and the Wars between England 
and Scotland continued ſo violewly, that there were more than One 


- Gundred and thirty thouſand Men ſlain on both fides, He Reigned 


near Thirty froe years, and was buried at Weſtminſter, Ending his 
Reign Fuly 7. 1307. Thus much for his general Hiſtory. 


His Secret Hiſtory: We ſhall herein have leſs to ſay than in 


that of ſeveral other Kings: He being, for the moſt part, a 


Prince that acted above board, there was not ſo many Secret 
Intrigues carried on in his Reign, as in that of other Princes: But 


if there was no Secret Intrigues carried on by him, yet there 
Was againſt him: For being at the time of his Fathers Death, 


in the Holy Land; and having reſcu'd the great City of Acon 
from being ſurrendred to the Soldan; out of envy to his Va- 


lour, one Anaim, a deſperate Saracen, who had often been 


Employ d to him from their General, being one time upon 


Pretence of ſome Secret Meſſage he had to deliver to him, ad- 


mitted alone into his Chamber, on a ſudden, with a Poyſoned 


Knife, 
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Knife, he gave him Three Wounds in the Body, Two in the Arm, 
and one near the Armpit; which were ſo dangerous, that his 
Phyſicians concluded them mortal, unleſs ſome humane Crea- 


ture would ſuck away the Empoyſon'd Blood out of the 


wounds; at the ſame time declaring that ſuch Perſons wou'd 
run a deſperate hazard of loſing their own Lives: Upon this, 
the Life of the King being ſo Eſſential to all their Safeties, the 
thing was p1opos'd to ſeveral of the Courtiers; but they all 
wav'd this dangerous piece of Loyalty ; and as well as they pre- 
tended to love the King, yet lov'd their own Lives better; and 
therefore with a Complement declin'd it : Which when the 


Vertuous Queen perceiv'd, and that the King muſt dye, for 


want of ſuch a kind Aſſiſtance, She with a Bravery worthy of 
her, declar'd ſhe was reſolv'd her ſelf to undertake this Cure 
and venture her own Life to ſave the King her Husbands ; and 
ſo accordingly ſuck'd all the Poyſonous matter from the 
Wounds, and thereby ſav'd the King: And Heaven, which did 
inſpire her with that generous Reſolution, preſerv'd her too, 


as a Reward for her great Conjugal Affection. But to return 


from this Digreſhon, 


King Edward being return'd home and Crowned, by the | 
Obſervations he had made of things in his Fathers time, found 


that the Power of the Clergy was too predominant ; and there- 
fore Secretly determined to Clip their Wings, fo as both to 
keep them from further growing, and to reduce them to more 


moderation; And this he thought beſt to do by degrees: And 


therefore for a Trial of their Patience, ſoon after his Coro- 
nation he has a Tenth granted him of the Clergy for two years, 
and a Fifteenth befides of them and the Temporalty: And in 
the Sixth ycar of his Reign he depriv'd many chief Monaſteries 
of their Liberties; and took from the Abbot and Covent of 
Weſtminſter the return of Writs, granted them by the Charter 
of his Father. And the next year after, he got to be Enacted 


the Statute of Mortmain, (or the Dead-hand ) which was an 


effectual way to hinder the increaſe of their Temporal Poſſeſſi- 


ons: For the K ing conſidering how the Clergy by being with 
ſick and dying Perſons at their laſt moments, eafily perſwaded 


them to give their Eſtates to the Church, that their Souls might 


be pray-d out of Purgatory ; thought by this means. the moſt 
part of the Lands in the Nation.. might become the Lands of 
the Church; which in the concluſion wou'd be a loſs to the King 


and Kingdom: For, it often happened that Temporal Eftates for 


want of Heirs fell to the King; and ſometimes to the Lord; 
but if it was given to the Church, it cou'd never be reſumed 
again, but was held as it were by a dead band, which never lets 
any thing go: Hence this Law was made to prohibit Perſons 
from giving their Lands to the Church; and providing that all 


ſuch Lands ſhould be forfeited to the King. How ſenſibly the 


Clergy were touch d by the paſſing of this Act, appears by this, 


That the Kings Treaſurer, Marehian, ac quainting him, that in 
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Churches and Religious Houſes there was much Treaſure to be 
had, the King made no ſcruple of Conſcience to cauſe it to be 


taken away, and brought into his Exchequer. But finding the 
Prelates extreamly diigufted hereat, the King to pleaſe them 


again, bids them ask ſomething of Him, and they ſhould ſee bow 


much he favour d em: The Clergy glad of ſuch a Promiſe from 
the King, ask him to repeal the Statute of Mortmain, which 54 
been made ſo much to their hindrance : Which ſhews plain enough 
that they were ſenſihle where the Shooe pinch'd em. But the 
King was as fond of that Statute, as they were of having it 
aboliſh'd; and only anſwer'd them, That that Statute was 
made by the whole Body of the Realm, and therefore it was not in 
bis Power, who was but one Member of tbat Body, to undo” ghas 


which all the Members together had dene. And ſo their great 


hopes of getting that Statute repeal'd, prov'd abortive. 
If it be ask'd how the King came thus to intrench upon the 
Clergy? Ianſwer, The Temporal Lords having been ſatisfi- 


ed by him, in the beginning of his Reign, by the Enlarging 


of their Liberties. and granting them eaſier Laws, in the Par- 
lament called of Weſtminſier the firſt, they were not ſo much 


ſolicitous for the Clergy, who had a kind of diſtin& Intereſt 


by themſelves. Tho it muſt be confeſt, that whatever he 
did to them without the conſent of Parliament, was but a 


Proſecution of the old Deſign of his Father and Grandfather, 


of Exalting Arbitrary Power above the Law ; and adyancing 


his Prerogative above the People's Liberties : Of which, 


what he now did to the Clergy, was not the only inſtance in 
his Reign: For he ſeverely {qucez'd *em ſeveral other times: 
In the z 2th of his Reign, they pay'd the Moiery ot their 
Goods; which amounted to Six hundred thouſand pounds 


a vaſt ſum of money at that time: And the next year he 


ſeized into his hands all the Priories Aliens, and their Goods; 
beſides which he had a Loan of the C lergy, which amounted 
to above One hundred thouſand pounds. But in the 25th year 
of his Reign, ( althothe Citizens and Burgeſſes, in a Parliament 
held at St. Edmorndsbury, granted of their own Gcods an Eighth 
part, and of others a 12th part ) the Clergy abſolutely retuſed 
to grant any thing; upon pretence of a Prohibition from 
Pope Bontface, That no Tallage nor. Impoſition laid by any 


'Lay-Prince, upon vhatſoever appertained to the Church, 
ſhould he paid; which Prohibition is ſaid to have been pro- 


cured by themſelves, in regard of the many Levies lately 


made upon the Eſtate Ecclefiaſtical: This Refuſal of the 


Clergy, the King took ſo ill, that he ſecretly retolved to be 
even with them for it, and ſoon after. puts them out of his 
Protection; Reſolving that they who would not be aſſiſtant 
to him in maintaining the Laws, ſhould have no benefit by 


emz for by putting them out of his Protection, they could 


have no Claim to any benefit by the Law, no juſtice in. any 


of his Courts, but were to be look'd on as a company of 


Out- 
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out-law'd Perſons : This was a ſtretching of his Prerogative 
beyond any of his Predeceſſors; which ſo amazed the Clergy, 
who by this means were Expoſed to all Offences and Injuries 
whatſoever, without any means of Redreſs, that the Arch- 
biſhop of Tork, with the Biſhops of Ely, Durbam, ' Salisbury - 
and Lincoln, agreed to give the King, the fifth part of 
their Goods towards defraying the charge of his Wars; 
and having hereby appeas d the Kings Wrath, they were 
again receivd into his Favour, and the Protection of the 
Law: But the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and all that were 


animated by him to oppoſe the Kings Will, and ftand out, 


had all their Goods feiz'd, and all the Monafteries within 
the. Province of Canterbury, ſo ftanding out, were taken in- 
to the Kings hands, and a Warden appointed by . the 
King to ſupply the Monks with what was barely neceſſa- 
ry, and to convert all the reſt to the Kings uſe. By 
which Treatment, the Abbots and Prieſts being induced to 
give the King the fourth part of their Goods, they were 
thereupon reſtor'd likewiſe to the Kings Fayour again. | 
The King having thus brought the Clergy to his Bow, 


 woud Exert his Arbitrary Power upon the Temporal Lords 


alſo : To which end he calls a Parliament of his Lords at 
Salisbury, without the Admiſſion of the Chuthmen; wherein 
he requires certain of the Great Lords to gd unto the Wars 
of Gaſcoign, which requir'd a preſent Supply, upon the 
Death of his Brother Tired, -C wha having ſpent mach 


Treaſure and Time in the Siege of Burdeaux, without any 


Succeſs, retired to Bayonne, then in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Engliſh, and there Ended his Life. ) But the Lords all 
making their Excuſes, the King in a great rage threatned 
that they ſhou'd either go, or he wou'd give their Lands 


to others that ſhou'd. Upon which, Humphry Bohun Earl of 


Hereford, High-Conftable, and Roger Bigot, Earl of Norfolk, 
Marſhal of England, 'declar'd that if the King went in Perſon, 
they wou'd attend him, otherwiſe not. At which anſwer, 
the King being more offended, and the.Lords being urged 
again to go, The Earl Marſhal proteſted he wou'd willing- 
iy So thither with the King, and March before him in the 
Vant Guard, as by Right of Inheritance he ought to do: 
But the King told him plainly, he ſhould go with any 0- 
ther, tho he went not himfelf in Perſon ; To which the 
Earl replied, I am not io bound, neither will 1 take that 
Journey without you. Upon which the King Swore, By 
GO D, Sir Earl, you ſhall either go or hang: And I ſwear 
by the ſame Oath, ſaid the Earl, I will neither go nor 
hang. And ſo immediately went from the Kings Preſence. 
For by the Law the Zords were not to go any where but 


whither the King went in Perſon, nor then neither, unleſs 


the King went into France or Scotland, The King therefore 
takes this Denial of the Lords, as well as he could at 
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preſent, but ſecretly reſolves to call it to mind another time. 


For he was now obliged to go over to Flanders to Aid 


the Earl thereof, againſt the King of France, who was 
coming againſt him with an Army of Sixty Thouſand Men. 
This made the King ſmother his Reſentments in his own 
Breſt at preſent ; and ſeeing the Lords would not go with 
him, he thought it beſt to carry it fair to them, that they 
might not do any thing to his Prejudice during his Abſence , 
which he had the more reaſon to fear, becaule being juſt 
ready to take Shipping, the Archbiſhops, Bithops, Earls, 
Barons, and the Commons, ſent him a Roll of the general 
Grievances of his Subje&s, concerning his Taxes, Subfidies, 
and other Impoſitions; with his feeking to force their 


Services by unlawtul Courſes ; his late Impoft of Forty 


Shilling upon every Sack of Wool (being before but half a 
Mark) eſtimating the Wool of England to a fifth part of all 
the Subſtance thereof: By this the Complexion of the Times 
may be- beſt ſeen; by which it appears, that tho' the King 
had ſuch vaſt Subſidies given him by the Parliament, yet 
the King fttretch'd his Prerogative to the oppreſſion of his 
Subjects, and exacted Money from them by indirect Courſes. 
However, the King in anſwer to this Complaint, return'd 
this Meſſage, That he cou'd not alter any thing without 
the Advice of his Council, which were not there about him; 
and Exhorting ,them to do nothing in his Abſence to the 
rejudice of the Peace of the Kingdom, promiſed upon his 
efurn to ſet all things in good Order. 

But, for all theſe fair Promiſes, there is reaſon to believe 
that had he proceeded in his Expedition, and his own turn 
ſerved; he would not have much concern'd himſelf with 
the Redreſſing of their Grievances, but rather have made their 
Yoke heavier ; for it has been generally the Practice of our 
Kings, when they have had no Publick Deſign carried on 
abroad, to carry on ſome Secret Deſigns at home, in or- 
der to make themſelves Abſolute : But King Edward's Suc- 
ceſs was'nt anſwerable to his Expectations; For the Em- 
peror Adolph failing of the Aid and Perional Aſſiſtance he 
had promiſed, put the King of England by his long delays 
to very great Expences ; which forc'd him to ſend over 
for more Supplies of Treaſure ; to which End he gave order 
for a Parliament to be held at Tork by the Prince, and 


ſuch others as had the Management of the State in hi 


Ablence : Wherein, becauſe he would not be diſappointed, 


he conde:cends to all ſuch Articles as were demanded con- 


cerning the great Charter, promiſing from thenceforth never 
to charge his Subjects otherwiſe than by their Conſents in 
Parliament: and to pardon ſuch | gs had denied tg attend 


Him in this Journey: And for this the Commons of the 


Realm granted him the Ninth- Penny of their Goods; the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury with the Clergy of his * 
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the Tenth Penny, and Tork and his Province the Fifth. Thus, 
by ſelling the People what was their own before, the King's 
Wants were ſupply'd. | | 

But notwithſtanding the King's Condeſcenſions in this Par- 
nament, the Earls of Hereford and Norfolk thought not them 
ſelves ſecure againſt the Secret Deſigns of the King; and there- 


fore, when he was afterwards going againft the Scots with a 


creat Army, theſe Earls urged upon him the Ratifications of 
the Two Charters of Liberty, and their Pardons 3; which they 
held not ſufficient, becauſe the Ring was out of the Realm at 
the late granting thereof. For it ſeems they knew the King 
ſo well, that they knew not how to truſt him; and the Event 
ſhew'd it: For, for all their Caution, the King was too hard 
for em, when his Affairs were better fettled; for then be- 
ginning to ſhew his Reſentment of their former Carriage, 
he ſo terrified the Earl-Marſhal, that to recover his Fayour, the 
Earl made the King Heir of all his Eftate, reſerving only to him- 
ſelf 1000 J. Penſion per Ann. during his Life, tho he had a Brother 
living, Of others he alſo got 5 — Sums for the ſame Offence; but 
the Earl of Zecreford indeed eſcaped by Death, and ſo was before- 
hand with the King. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, ( whom 
he accus'd to have difturb'd the Peace in his Abſence, he ſends 
over to Pope Clement the Fifth, ( who ſucceeded Boniface ) that 
ſo he might be cruſh'd by a double Power. This Pope was a 
Native of Burdeaux, by which he was the more inclinable to 
grant the King's Deſire, and the King more confident of his Fa- 
vour; which that he might be the more ſure of, he takes the 
right way to obtain, by ſending him a ſet of Veſſels to furniſh 
out his Chamber, all of maſſy Gold; which tho' he gilded over 
with the ſpecious Pretence or Affection and Duty to the Apo- 
ſtolick Chair, yet the Secret and True Reaſon was, That the 
Pope might ſo help him to cruſh the Archbiſhop, that he might 


make of him double the Value of what he ſent 3 and 
! 


likewiſe, that the Pope might Abſolve him from the Obligation 
he lay under to his Subjects, with reſpect to the Charters he had 
given them, and confirmed by his Oath : All which the Pope 
accordingly gratify'd him in. Which ſhew'd as little Piety in 
the Pope, as Conſcience in the King; who thinking he ſhou'd 
now have no more need of his Subjects, diſcover'd with what 
little Sincerity he formerly granted thoſe Liberties, which now 
he is at ſuch Charge that he may again infringe. 

Among other Examples of this King's Secret Deſign to make 
his Power equal to his Will, the Caſe of Sir Nicholas Seagrave 
is a Remarkable Inftance, who being accus d of Treaſon by 
Sir Fobn Crombwel, offers to juſtifie himſelf by Duel; which the 
King refutes to grant, in regard. of the preſent War then in 
hand: Whereupon Seagrave, without Licenſe, and contrary to 
the King's Prohibition, leaves the King's Camp, and gnes over- 
Sea to fight with his Enemy; for which the King, as againſt 
one that had not only contemn'd him, but as much as in him 


lay, 
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lay, expos'd him to Death, and left him to his Enemies; wou'd 


have Juſtice to proceed againſt him: Three Days it was before 


the Judges cou'd come to a Reſolution, and at laft adjudg'd 
Seagrave guilty of Death, and all his Moveables and Immove- 
ables forfeited to the King: Notwithſtanding, 1n regard to the 
greatneſs of his Blood, they added, He went not out of England 
in Contempt of the King, but only to be revenged of his Accuſer ; 
and therefor it was in the King's Power, in this Caſe, to ſhew 
Mercy to him. The King having heard what the Judges had 
faid, reply'd in a great Rage, Have you been all this while con- 
ſulting for this? I know it is in my Power to confer Grace, and on 
whom I will to confer Mercy; but not the more for your ſakes than 
4 Dog s. But tho' the Knight was in terrorem committed to 
Priſon; yet after this, giving the King good Security for his 
. he was ſet at Liberty, and reſtored again to his 
ate. 

However, We muſt do him this Juſtice, to tell the Reader, 
That before he dy'd he liv'd to ſee his Error, and reform it; 
and to acknowledge that the Love of his People was his chiefeſt 
Strength. How after this he again entered Scotland, laying 
waſte the Countrey, and growing ſo inexorable to the Scots, that 
he ſpared none, of what Degree ſoever they were, ſhewing 
unexampled Severity upon Perſons of the greateſt Quality, I 
leave to thoſe Hiftorians who have writ the General Hiſtory of 
bis Life at large; and ſhall only acquaint my Reader, That 
after a Reign of Thirty four Years and eight Months, in the 
68th Year of his Age, he fell fick of a Diſſentery, and died 
in Scotland, at Borough. upon the Sands; as if he had thereby de- 
fign'd to ſhew on what Foundation he had built all his Glory 
In thts World; leaving behind him this black Character: He 
govern'd his Will by his Power, and ſhed more Blood in this 
Kingdom than any of his Predeceſſors; he counted his Judges 
2 be Dogs: and died as full of Malice, as he lived full of 
Miſchief. 
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5 ING EDWARD the Second, Sirnamed Carnarvan, 


becauſe born in Carnarvan-Caſtle in Wales, was Crowned 
at Weſtminſter by the Hands of William Biſhop of Win- 
Cheſter, (as Deputed by Robert Archtiſhop of Canterbury, then in 
Exile:) He was 4 Prince extreamly addicted to follow the Council of 
| 1157 and vain Perſons: He loved Pierce Gaveſton to that Exceſs, I 
that be thereby diſguſted the Nobility, and brche the Oath his Father on 
his Death. Bed caus'd him to take, n:wer to recal him, Gaveſton was 
by Birth a mean Gentleman of France, of good Parts, but. always iff 
apph d; by which means be became the Cauſe both of his own De- 
ſtruction, and of the Ring, whom he had miſguided. This Gaveſton 
mas Three times baniſb d, and upon his Third turn, Guy Earl of 
Warwick took him, and cau d him to be beheaded in Warwick- 
Caſtle; which ſo inrag d the Kine, that he vow'd Revenge-npon all 
That were the Cauſe of his Death. Robert Brace OY of Scots 
gives the King a mighty Overthrow at Bannocksbourn, where the 
Engliſh and their Confederates loſt 50000 Men, the Wing bimſl 
being in great Danger to be taken. Famine, Sword, and Peſtilence, 
afflict England at once, ſo that the Living were ſcarce able to bury 
the Dead, The King prepares for Revenge againſt his Lords, Raiſes 
the Spencers from a mean Eſtate, and prevailing againſt the Barons, 
cauſes Twenty two of them to be Executed in divers Parts of the 
Kingdom; but in the Concluſion, the Spencers are taken and hang'd, 
and the King bimſelf depoſed, and afterwards cruelly murtbered, when 
he had Reigned Nineteen Tears , ſeven Months, aud four Days. 
- Thus far his General Hiſtory. | 


As for his Secret Hiſtory, it runs through his whole Reign; 
which was nothing elſe but a Secret Deſign to undermine the 
Laws of the Nation, and the Liberty ot the Subject, and to 
ſet up himſelf and his Minions both in Oppoſition to em, and 
Above em: Which made the Reign of this King but one con- 
tinued Scene of Folly and Misfortune. Nor was it like indeed 
to be otherwiſe : Lor how can ve expect much good "oe a 
| | King 
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King, who began his Reign with the Breach of his Dying Fa- 
ther's Admonitions, and the Obligations he lay under by him 
in Matters of Duty ? Nay, tho' thoſe Commands were given 
him in Charge by his lat Words, on Pain of a Curſe for his 
Diſobedience ; For the very Beginning of his Reign ſhew d how 
much he had forgotten his Father's Commands, and purſu'd the 
more pleaſing Remembrance of his own looſe Will, and ungo- 
vernable Inclinations, As will appear by this Inftance : The Bi- 
ſhop of Chefter, Walter de Langton, who was likewile Treaſurer 
of England, had in his Father's Life-time, like a juſt Servant, 
reproy'd him for thoſe Lewd and Vicious Practices in which he 
indulg'd himſelf; and complain'd of Gaveſton, as the Author, 
or at leaſt the Encourager of the Prince in thoſe Courſes that 
were ſo unbecoming his Dignity ; for which afterwards the 
King confin'd the Prince, and exil'd Gaveffon : And now Prince 
Edward coming to be King, having ſecretly harbour'd a Grudge 
in his Mind againſt the Biſhop, reſolv'd in the firſt place to ſhew F 
his Reſentments, by puniſhing a Man that ſo early durſt tell 
him the Truth; and thereby let the World fee how little he 
lik'd that troubleſome Vertue ; and therefore caus'd him to be 
arreſted by Sir John Felton, Conftable of the Tower, and com- 
mitted to Priſon, ſeizing upon all his Goods, and making a 
new Treaſurer of his own. 

But this was not all ; for before his Father's Funeral, he ſends 
for Gaveſron from Exile, in direct Oppoſition to his Father's 
Dying Commands, and his own Oath ; and ſo haſty he was in 
this Action, that it look'd as if he ſecretly deſign'd to diſturb 
the Peace of others, before he had laid his Father's Bones at 
reft. Gaveſton is no ſooner return d, than he is made Earl of 
Cornwal, and Lord of Man, being both the Demains of the 
Crown, andadvanc'd to be his Chief Chamberlain. Thus the 
King's Favours were his Markets; and it way well be ſaid, He 
wore the very Jewels of the Crown: Nay, he had ſo great 
an Affection for him, that he was not aſham'd to declare, 
That if it lay in his Power, Gaveſton ſhou'd ſucceed him in the 
Kingdom. | 

This Exceſs of Favour in the King, made Gaveſton as proud 
and haughty as the King was kind ; ſo that he look d upon all 
the Nobility below him; his Inſolency and Preſumption ſcorn- 
ing them as much as they hated him; and to let them know he 
did ſo, he wou'd frequently give em Nick- Names, calling 
Thomas Earl of Lancaſter, tho of the Royal Blood, The Stage- 
Player ; terming Armer de Valance, Earl of Pembrook, Foſeph the 
Few ; and Guy Earl of Warwick, The Black Dog of Ardern: Which 
Scoffs do generally leave behind them a Sting of Revenge, eſpe- 

cially where they touch; as Gaveſion ſoon found: For this ſo 
enrag d the Nobility, that they preſs for Gaveſion's Baniſhment, 
at a time when all things were prepar'd, and ſeveral Royal 
Gueſts arriv'd, to ſee his Coronation ; Which, without the King 
wou'd baniſh Gaveſtor, they threaten'd to hinder. The King, 
| purſu'd 
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purſu'd always with a fatal Unfleadineſs,. to avoid ſo great a 
Diſgrace, yields to their Demands, and faithfully promiſed to 
do what they demanded in the next Parliament; And yet after 
he had promis'd the Baniſhing of Gaveſton, ( which to be ſure 
be ſecretly intended never to perform) he permits him to 
carry the Crown of St. Edward before him at his Coronation; 
Which aggravated the Lords ſo much, that the next Parlia- 
ment they proceeded much higher; and purſuing their Advan- 
tage, the King not only grants them Power to draw-Articles, 


but rakes his Oath to confirm whatever they concluded. And 


Gaveſton was again baniſhed, being ſent by the King into fre- 
land, not fo much an Exile, as Lord-I.ieutenant of the Coun- 
trey : But the King being impatient of his Abſence, and not 
enduring to be without his Company, appear'd himſelf, whilſt 
Gaveſton was abſent, more like one banith'd than he; and ne- 
ver ceas'd ſecretly working, till he had found means to recall 
him again; and when he came, receiv'd him with that Exceſs 
of inconſiderate Joy and Kindneſs, that it ſeem'd as if Gaveſton 
brought always ſuch Charms along with him, as were more 
owerful than any Divine or Human Obligation. 

Bat this Return of Gaveſion, with a ſtill greater Increaſe of 
Fayour, rekindled ſuch a Fury inthe Barons, that they plainly 
told the King, That unleſs Gaveſton were immediately Baniſhed, 
they wou d proceed againſt him as aperjured Prince, And that which 
ſo much Emboldened the Lords, was, That they had found the 
King was moſt inclin'd to grant, when he was moft afraid to 


deny: Which Diſpoſition was not only very dangerous to him- 
ſelf, but to his Favourite too: And this Gareſror's frequent 


Baniſhments, aad at laſt his Ruine, clearly juſtify'd : Tho), to 
ſpeak the Truth, *tis hard for any Prince, tho' more reſoly'd 
than Edward of Carnirvan, to ſecure the Condition of an 
Envy'd Favourite againft the Weight of a diſpleas'd and injur'd 
Nation. | 4 WS 

It was this juſt Reſentment of the Barons againſt Geveſion, 
and their ſharp Proceedings with the King, that procur'd his 
laſt Baniſhment; ſo much worſe for Gaveſton than the former, 
as that now Ireland was to be no more a Place of Refuge to him: 
Nor cou'd he hope for any Entertainment in France; Queen 
Iſabel having complain'd to the French King her Father, That 
Gaveſton had withdrawn the Affections of the King her Hus- 
band from her; and with his Love, a conſiderable Part of her 
Allowance had been likewiſe took away: Of which, the French 
King had complain'd to his Son-in-law in yain, ſo powerful an 


Aſcendant had this Fayourite over him. And therefore France 


did of all Places ſeem the moſt unfafe, by reaſon of the Power 
and Intereſt of the King of France, who wou'd be ſure, when- 
e er he came within his Reach, to Revenge his Daughter's Inju- 
ries upon this Powerful Favourite." And it ſeems Gaveſron him- 
Flt was ſenſible enough of this, whilſt in his Baniſhment z and 


found all Places fo unſafe, that tho he knew there was a 181 
5 . | 7 again ; 
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inſt him, 
| 9 he was to ſuffer Death as an Enemy to the State; 


Vas entertain d and bred up by King Edward the firſt, in 


by which, if he were found again within the 


he rather choſe (when he had lurk d a while in Flanders) to 
return back to England, and there ſcek for a Shelter in the Bo- 
ſom of the King, (a Sanctuary which he hop'd wou'd not be 
violated ) than ro expoſe himſelf to Foreign Dangers : And 
into England back again he comes; and is again (according to 
his Expectations) receiv'd with all th Exceſs of inconſide- 
rate Joy the King cou'd ſhew : The Satisfaction of having 


' Gaveſtin again, o'er-ballancing with him all the Diſturbance 


that it con'd create throughout the Nation; yea, tho' it made 
his Subjects as careleſs of their Duty and Affections, as they 
had found him of his Oaths and Promiſes: And that he mizhe 


the better ſecure his welcome Favourite, he carries him into 


the North, hoping that there the Eye of Envy might not find 
him out. . 5 | 
It was at Tork this Year that the King kept his Chriſtmas, 


where all the great Rejoycing ſeem'd to proceed from his en- 


joying Gaveſton again: Which ſo inflam'd the Lords, for all 
the Diſtance. who now look d on themſelves to be deſpis'd and 
injur'd to the laſt Degree, that they reſolv d ftraight to betake 
themſelves to Arms; and for their Leader, chole Thomas Earl 
of Lancaſter, who was the Son of Edmond the Second Son of 
Henry the Third; and who was likewiſe Earl of Leiceſter and 
Ferrers, and by Marriage, of Lincoln and Salisbury too; a moſt 
powerful and popular Subject. Upon which, the Barons aſſem- 
bled at Bedford, making the Earl of Glouceſter Cuftos Angliæ; 
and then taking care to guard the Seas, left Strangers ſhould 
come in to aid the King, with their united Power they march'd 
to Tori, where Gaveſten was left; who fled from thence to Scar- 
borow, where they cloſely beſieg d bim: Who having now no 
Means of Safety, but the Hopes of getting once more into 


the Preſence of the King, he delivers up himſelf upon thoſe 


Terms; the Earl of Pembrook undertaking upon his Honour 
that he ſhould; and in order thereto, brought him to a Man- 
nor of his between Warwick and Oxfurd : But the very next 
Morning, the Earl of Warwick comes, and by Force takes him 


away, and carries him to Warwick-Caſile ; where, after ſome 


Confultation among the Lords, he was brought to a Place then 


called Blacklow, and there in their Preſence he was beheaded ;_ 


the King interceding, tho' to no Purpoſe, to have the Fatal 
Blow prevented. And this was the End of Pierce Gaveſton 3 
who being the firſt Privado we have yet had to do with in our 
Secret Hiſtory, it will be no Digreſſion, we preſume, to en- 
quire a little what this great Favourite was, and what were the 


Reaſons of the King's Affection to him, and of the Barons 
Averſion. | = 


Pierce Gaveſton was born in Gaſcoine, and for the great 
Seryices his Father had done to the Crown of England, 


the 


wo 


the Company of his Son the Prince; being of | a Perſon, - 

very Charming, of a ſharp Wit, an undaunted Spirit, and | 
of great Courage, as ſufficiently appeard by the” Turna 1 
ment, which he held at Valling ford, wherein he Challeng d — 
1 after his haughty manner) the beſt of the Nobility,” and i 

oil'd em alſo; which made him inſupportably imperious; and 

that inflam'd the Anger of the Lords againſt him. For being 
rais'd to Power, he grew from all Evennels of Temper, and 
was as Intolent as he was Great. And his Mind and Frame 
being equally fitted for Luxury, by how much he was 

the more. acceptable to th? King, by ſo much he was abhorr'd 
by the Nobility 3 as one who by his Senſuality, drew King 

Ed ward from the thought of all great Enterprizes; whilſt 
himſelf revelled in the Exceis of outward Delights, waſting 

the Riches of the Kingdom, or” converting it to his own. 
private Uſe : It was from the Obſervation of this Luxu- 
rious_ Temper of Gaveſtone, and che vicious Exceſſes into 
which be thereby drew the Prince, that King Edward the 

Firſt baniſh'd him the Realm, and enjoyn'd his Son upon his 
Death-Bed never to recal him. But Gaveſione had got too 
great an Intereſt in the King, by the likeneſs" of his Tem- 

per and Diſpoſition to that of the Kings, for him to ob-. 
ſerve what 2 Father enjoyn d him; or otherwiſe he wou 
have ſuffer d him to tarfy abroad, at leaft till his Father's. 
Funeral was over, that his own Aye, might not be ſo pr f 
parent. But one great Reaſon of the Kings Fondneſs © LT 15 

to Gaveſton, was, I hat having been let into the Rings Se- > 
cret Deſigns, and Knowing: how irrezular his Inclinations 

were, he was willing to flatter him therein: For thoſe "of _ 

the looſeſt and moſt dehauch'd Principles, are apteſt to feed 

the humours of thoſe Princes, who love to be nouriſh'd by 

ſoft Flatteries: For ſuch even tempt their Tempters, by 

ſuffering them to creep into Power, who are perperualiy "© TED 
whiſpering to em, how they may Enlarge theirs: It Was 1 
by this Gaveſton came to have ſs great a ſhare in his Prin- | 
ces Favour, being a greater Counſellor to his Humoars'than 3 
his Intereſt: And by his perpetual Flatteries betrayinz him „ 
to the Temptation of unlimitted Power: And this Violent "4 
Driving of Things into . Extreams, was the Fall of King EK ll. 

ward, who: when he had Power, ſhew'd no Mederation; and  <. J 
- when he wanted it, betray/d as much Dejection. But enough 
has been ſaid of the Favour and Fate of Gauefton. 
17 * a after this, the King (who could not live without * 

a Minion) takes the two Spencers into his Favour”; Men 4 
for more Vicious than Gaueſten; and conſequently were guick- | 94 
ly as much hated, or rather more; for in them not one 11 
good Quality cou d be ever tracd: They were Men never 5 
ſatisfied with Wealth, nor ever ſatiated with Revenge: ne - © iþ 
Riches of the Nation ſeem d but enough to ſatisfie their am.. A 
Hitions,” and the Deſtruction of it to W „ - 
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Hrrſt juſtly made Men their Enemies, and then/deftroy'd them F 
for being ſo, The younger Spencer had been bred in an unbe- t 
coming Familiarity with the King, (to ſay no worſe of it) « 
and had obtain d an abſolute Empire over him, ſucceeding Ga- I 
veſton in an almoſt - unlimited Favour and Power: W hich firſt 1 
ö en at the Siege of Berwick, which being ready to be taken U 

from the Scots, the King openly declat d ( what he had before Aa 

8 ſecretly deſigu d) that the young Spencer ſhou'd be Governour b 
5 of it. Upon which, the Earl of 27 ter withdrew bis Forces, t] 
with whom the Lords preſently took Arms, and declar'd the 2 

Cauſe to be for the Removing the Spencers: Nor was it with- 4 

out Reaſon shat the Earl of Lancaſter declar'd himſelf againſt | 
the Spencers, when they had: ſet on ſo mean a Perſon as one tl 
Richard Si. Martin to claim the Earl's Wife, as having lain with fc 


© Hex, and to take her away by Force; claiming likewiſe by her 
the two Earldoms of Lincoln and Salisbury: Which, had he not 
. been ſecretly ſupported by the Power of the Spencers, he durſt 
. Never have done; conſidering how great a Perſon the Earl of 
Lancaſter was, as being of the Blood-Rgyal, and the King's 
near Kinſman. | | . 
The Lords with their Forces advance towards the King, and 
doldly demand the Baniſhment of the Spencers: To which the 
King, being nor ſtrong enough to oppoſe them, ſeems willing 
to comply; ſecretly. deſigning only to gain time; and therefore 
_ Keclares he is willing they ſhou'd- be puniſh'd; ſo it be by Form 
or Law; but wou'd not baniſh them unheard, but promiſes 
they ſhould anſwer ta any Charge; and (wore (what he never 
intended to perform) that he would never pardon their Offen- 
ces, if proy'd. But this Equiyocal Anſwer of the King's, did 
not ſatisfie the Lords; who therefore continu'd their March 
to London, where the King grants whatever he had before 
_ deny'd. But his After-AQions apparently ſhew'd he had at the 
_ - Tame time ſecretly reſoly d no longer to keep his Word, then 
=: till be had an NR to break it; retaining ſtill his for. 
mer Inclinations: For he had ſo us d himſelf to act indirectly, 
5 , that he did it without force; and rather proceeded in a way 
BEES"; familiar to him, than from any New Neceſſity ; practiſing 
2 &s.much from Nature as Occaſion. For tho the Spencers by 
an Edict publiſnd in Veſiminſter- Hall by the Earl of Here- 
* ford, were haniſh'd the Realm; yet in a very little time, ( when 
the Lords were teturnd home) the dict was revokd in a 
Council held at Landen; over whom the King had ſuch a Se- 
eeret influence, that the Archbiſhop of .Camerbury. declar q the 
Judgment of Baniſhment againſt the Spencer was Erroneous. 
[= Baut this was, not all, the King had a Secret defire of Re- 
"# VvVioenge lay boyling in his Breaft, againſt the Lords, for what 
| RMuimſelf bad granted; as if all his Favours were his Errors, 
and his Severity his * 


rudent Juſtice: And therefore now: that 
tte Lords were all retir d, and thought themſelves reſtor d to 
Peace, the King prepares for War; and on @ ſudden raiſing 
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and Gentlemen, being taken Priſoners, 
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Forces, purſues the Barons, many of whom revolt to him; 
the reſt made what Preparations ſo ſhort a time wou'd give 
em leave, and ftaid with their Forces at Burton upon Trent: 
But perceiving the Kings Army very 'much Exceeded theirs 
in Number, the Earl of Lancaſter thought it Wiſeſt to re- 
treat till thoſe Forces he had ſent Sir Robert Holland to raiſe 


among his Tenants were arrived: But this Retreat of the Lords, 


being judgd by the Kings Army to ariſe from Fear, inereas d 
their Courage; who falling upon em, after ſome Reſiſtance, 
put em to flight; the Earl of Lancaffer, and many Noblemen 


s 3-2 


As ſoon as theſe mighty Enemies were in the Kings L 
the Spencers (now grown big with Revenge) urg'd ſtrongly 
for their ſudden Execution: And tho Valence Earl of Pembrook 
interceded for Mercy, yet it rather haſten d than retarded 
their Fate: For Spencer was ſo apprehenſive that the Kings 
Mercy to any, would be a Cruelty to him, that he prevail d 
for a quick Execution: and thereupon the King with other 
Lords (among whom was Hugh Spencer, now Earl of Vin. 
cheſter ) ſat and gave Judgment upon the Earl of Lancaſter, 
who was preſently beheaded, and many other Lords beſides, - 
in their ſeveral Countreys, that the Terror of their Arms 
might be diſpers'd the further; above twenty Men of Qua- 
lity being put to Death at this time; which, what ever was 
pretended, the King Secretly ,deſign'd as a Sacrifice to appeaſe 
the Ghoſt of Gavefton, as well as to ſecure himſelf and his New 


Favourites: Tho' the Event was far otherwiſe ; For, how high 


ſoever the Streams of Court-Flattery might now riſe to the 
King, applauding his Choice of ſuch Favourites as the Spencers ; 
yet they ſoon found the Uncertainty of a Violent Proſperity, 


which they might aſſure themſelves wou'd nom be wateld 


over by the Unwearied Searches of Envy and Revenge : And 
indeed it needed not a very piercing Eye to foreſee chat 
their Violent Actings cou'd not continue long; for being 
puff d up with their Succeſs, they ſhew'd too plainly what 
thew wou'd be at; Law now lay contemn'd under Power; 
and Will and Pleaſure were the only Meaſures: of their Go- 
yernment 3 any Actions favouring of Juftice and Moderation, 
being thought to reflect Shame and Diſhonour on the Prince: 
So perfectly was all he did, the Reverſe of what he ought to 
do. But this was but an ill choſen Ground of Safety in it 
ſelf, and therefore very improper for a Prince, whoſe unſteady 
Judgment, and ill uſe of Power, had already prepar'd Mens 
Minds by their Miſtruſt, not to be cozen'd into Slavery, . _ 
The Kings Power being. now ſwelfd by the Breath of his 
Flatterers to ſo great an heighth, that he was: made to believe 
yoching was able to reſiſt him: He Reſolves to March with his 
orces from Tork into Scotland, with what might indeed be 


fee great, but not a Powerful Army; for their Numbers 


int without Diſcipline and Proviſions, render d em ap . 
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that they needed not an Enemy to deſtroy them: And this the 
Scots were aware of, who therefore only keeping them from 
Proviſions, left them to overcome themſelves; as they very 
quickly did : for their Wants increaſing, they were Beaten 
Without Blows, and retura'd back again purfi'd by Want 
and Diſhonour, as well as by the Scors : Who Entering after 
em into England, return'd home again with great Spoils. 
Upon this Diſhonourable Retreat, the Kings Reputation 
ſunk Extreamly, and he had now leaſure to think more Calmly 
upon what he had done; and ſo it appears he did; by the 
Anſwer het gave to ſome who ſolicited him to pardon one of the 
Earl of Lancaſteris Followers, but a Man of a mean Condi- 
tion; What unjuſt and wicked Counſel irs are ve, laid he in a. 
great Paſſion, io urge me h much we the Life of 4 notar ious 
_ Varlet, and yes wou d not ſpeth one Word to ſave the Life of my 
near Kinſman the Earl of Lancaſter, who had be Ilivd, might 
have been uſeful to me and the whole Kingdom, Ic was the Kings 
Misfortune thus gave Him the leiſure of ſo cool a Refle- 
ction, which in the Streams of Succeſs he wou'd hardly have 
Entertain d: This beiag rather an unſteady than a firm 
Return to more Prudent Thonghts and Counſels ; for. his 
Nature was ftill the ſam?, which made his Favours or Di- 
{pleaſure equally dangerous: Of which, Sir Andrew Herley, 
rais d to the Earldom of Cz /iſle for taking the Earl of Lan- 
caſter, was an inſtance : For growing great enough by his 
new Honour to give ſome cauſe of Jealouſie to. the Spencers; 
or, as tome will have it, Combining with the Scots; hurry'd 
on thereunto perhaps hy the Divine Nemeſis that fo!llow'd 
him, he loft his New=Enjoyed Honours and his Life together, 
being firſt Degraded, and then Executed. 
Thus far things ftill went well with the Spencers, who ha- 


ving made an abſolute Conqueſt of the King, their Eyes 


were ſo much dazled with the Wealth and Glory they En- 
joyed, that they could not ſee how they were laying the 
Foundations of their own Ruine, as well as that of thz King 
their Maſter: they had overcome their Enemies, and were 
ſecure from any Competitors in the Kings Favour,; the Hea- 
yen of their Happineſs was all Serene and Calm, nor was 
there any the leaft Cloud that threaten'd them with a ſucceed- 
wg Storm. And tho' fair Weather is often ſucceeded by 
foul; yet had not the Spencers leiſure to conſider it; the For- 
tunate and the Ambitious rarely contemplating the Inſtabi- 
lüity of Fortune. And hence it was that not contented with 
the depreſſing of ſo many Noble Men, nor with the Spoils of 
the Kings Enemies; tho chey had the Sale of his Favours 
to his Friends to boot, and that all Favours and Honours 
were purchas d of. them, as in a Common Market, and every 
thing expos d as they thought fir ; yet it ſeems all this was 
. not enough, but they muſt fill farther ſupply their Wants, 
to the Queens Prejudice, lefſening both her Attendance - and 
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ber Maintenance ; by which they ſooa began to raiſe a Storm 


that was moft likely to diſturb their proſperous Courſe ; For 
now the Queen that had been hitherto rather a Support, 
and a means of Compoſing Differences, being touch'd in ſo 
ſenſible a part, meditated nothing but Revenge for the In- 
jury receivd. And by being ſent by the King into France 
to mediate with her Brother about ſome Differences that had 


aroſe there, ſhe had the better opportunity to meditate Re · 


venge againft her Husband and the Spencers: And manag'd 


her matters ſo Politickly, that ſhe made it appear neceſſary to 


the King, to have the Prince ſent over to her, in order to 
bring things to a fair Accommodation; which being obtain'd, ſhe 
ſoon began to diſcovei that Secret defire of Revenge which had 
ſo long been rak'd up in Embers: This being made known 


to the King by the Biſhop of Exeter, the Queen and Prince 


were Summon'd into Exgland: but delaying to return, ſne 
and the Prince were dechar'd' Enemies to the Kingdom; and 


Having receiv'd private Intelligence of a Secret Defign to 


have the Prince murder'd, and that great Sums were offer d 


upon that Account, thę Queen withdrew: with. her Son to 


Heynalt, and there contracting the Prince to Philippa, Daugh- 
ter to the Ear], procur d both Forces and Money: *Tis true, 
her Forces were inconſiderable, but ſhe rely d more on 
what ſhe ſhould find in England, than on what ſhe brought 
with her; being well affur'd that any thing wou'd be wel- 
come to the Engliſh that brought but the leaſt ſhew of 
Redeeming them from the Oppreſſions they ſuffer'd under: 
Upon theſe Conſiderations the ventur'd to Sea, and Landed 


near Harwich z where ſhe ſoon found all he Conjectures 


true, many Lords and others immediately repairing to her. 


And now the King too late began to ſee the dire Effects 


of thoſe ill Counſels he had taken ; but tho* he ſaw it, yet 
*twas too late to repair thoſe Misfortunes which his Errors 
had brought him into: Where-ever he went, he found no 


| Subjects, for he had loft their Hearts before: But led by as 


uncertain Counſels as thoſe he had govern'd his Life by, 
knew not where to fly, but only fled; not knowing what 
Place to . propoſe for himſelf, where he had not reaſon to 


expect certain Enemies, or at leaſt uncertain Friends: What 


he had laſt relolv'd on, was tor the Iſle of Lundy ; taking 


with him the Earl of Glouceſter, and (the Author of all his 
 Misfortunes, ) the Spencers and Robert Baldock Chancellor, and 
ſome few others, with whom he takes Shipping: See here 


the ſtrange Extreams of Fortune! They that before cou'd 


not content themſelves with ſo much Plenty and ſo large 
Dominion, ſhew'd now no more Ambition than what a Small 


and Naked Iſland cou'd Satisfie; where Safety was their on- 
ly Hope, and a Choſen Priſon their Liberty, — 


The Queen with ſtill - increaſing Forces, purſues her flying 
- Husband ; and from Oxford marches to Glcucefter, and from 
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thence to Briflol; where the King had put the Earl of Arundel, 


and Spencer the Father, to defend the Place: Which tho 


fortify'd as well as time wou'd give leave, ſoon yielded to 
that Succeſs which ſeem'd to deny all hopes to the Kings 
declining Condition: And here Spencer was taken, and Exe- 


cuted ( being hang'd and quarter d) with all the Rigor 


that coud be ſhewn by peflons bent upon Revenge; ta- 
king that Life away by Violence, which muſt in a little time 
have reſign d to Nature; being then above Fourſcore years 
old: Bur this is particularly obſervable in his Death, That 


as he and his Son had all along bid defiance to the Law; 


ſo he was now Executed in contempt of it, being condemn'd 


without any Tryal. 


There was about this time Proclamation made, That if 


the King wou'd come in, and conform himſelf to the Laws 


and Government, he ſhou'd be reſtor d by the General Con- 


| ſent of the People: But the King either wou'd not, or his 


Fayourite Spencer durſt not, let him truft this Declaration. 


For being Conſcious of his own guilt, and knowing his Con- 
dition deſperate, he held his King the faſter, ſeeking to fave 


himſelf by the ruine of his Prince. But the King, not Com- 


-plying with this Proclamation, was till eagerly purſu'd by 


the Queen, and ſoon after taken Priſoner with his Favourite 


Spemer, (as if, the King muſt always appear inſeparable from 
the Cauſe of his Misfo 
Brother to him that was beheaded at Pomfret. | 
Spencer was carried along to grace the Queens Marching 
Triumph; and as the Chief Cauſe of her taking Arms, was 
render d as contemptible a SpeQacle as poſſible; and Expos'd 
in a fitting Poſture to increaſe the Scorns and Reproaches 
that uſe to attend ſuch miſerable Objects; and at laft hang d 


rtunes ) by Henry Earl of Lancaſter, 


upon a Gallons fifty Foot high, in his Coat Armour, where- 
on was Written, Quid gloriaris in Malitia? Pſal. 52. 1. - 


I be King was convey'd to the Caftle of Kennelworth, where 
he continued till Candlemas following; at which time a Par- 
liament was held at London, where it was adjudg'd, That 

Edward the Second was no longer fit to wear the Crown ; and 


for his Male- Adminiſtration of the Royal Authority, was there- 
Fore Deſpoſed, and bis Son to be Elefted King. To this the 


Biſhops conſented, and the Archbiſhop of Canterbury Preach- 


ing upon this occaſion, choſe for his Text, Vox Populi Vox Dei. 


© The Queen with a Counterfeited Sorrow, when ſhe: heard 


« this heavy Sentence of Depoſing the King her Hushand, 
eem d to fink under the Weight that he was to bear; and 
ſo to act the part of a good Wife, in ſharing the Mi 


| of her Husband: But ſhe that had by force ſo eagerly pur- 
ſu'd him, till ſhe had brought him into that Condition, cou'd 


nom hardly with Counterfeited Tears and feigned Lamen- 
. e any to believe that ſhe really deplor'd it. 
» Eſpecially conſidering that unlawful Paſſion for Mor- 
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7; but bow culpable ſoe ver he had been, yet it cou d not but agpre* 1 


ate his Calamity, to find bis People were poſſeſs'd with ſuch 4 


| batred 10- bim, that they wou'd no longer Endure him for their 


Sovereign, nor ſuffer bim any more to Reign over them ; But that 
under theſe hard Cirtymſiances, if his Condition cou d admit of any 
' Conſolation, it muſt proceed from the Kindneſs they had ſtill retained 
for bis Son; and thank'd them for that Teſtimony of it they had 
given him, in Elect ing him the ir King. N 


Aſters this Speech of the Kings, they proceeded to the Ce- 


remony of his Reſignation, which conſiſted chiefly in the Sur- 
rendering up the Royal Enfigns: Which being done, the Com- 
miſſioners caus d a formal Renunciation of his Royal Power, 
to be drawn up, and afterwa: ds pronounc'd by one of the 


b Judges, whole Name was Willtam Truſſel, which he did in 


theſe Words: | 


ant thee, © 
the Name of all Ben of this Land of ENG- 


LAND, and Pzolocuto? of this Parltament, 


Beſign to thee EDW ARD, the Homage 
that was made to thee ſome time: And from 


this time fo2th, J DOefie thee, and Depuve 


thee of all Royal Power: And J ſhall ne- 


ver be Attendant on thee as Ring, alter this 


Which being pronoun, Sir Thomas Blount, Steward of 


te Kings Houle, by breaking his Staff, Religned his Office, 


and Diſſolv d the Houſe hold. And then the Commiſſion- 5 
ers with the Royal Enſigus return'd to London; and repor- 


King, J William Truſſel, in 


tec io the Convention the Kings Refignation, who preſently 


- . EleGled his Son, by the Name of Edward the Third, for 
P 5 | eh 


The unhappy Edward of Carnaruan.( now no more a King) 


Vas kept in Confinement with a Small Allowance 3 that he 


might not in any thing reſemble a Prince: And ſuffer d now 


for his unſteady Errors, as much by the wounding Reflection 


of their Memory, as by what he Enduted for them: Secing, 
| when too late, the Unhappyneſs of his loſing thoſe Friends 


that cou'd preſerve him, and keeping none but ſuch as coud 


help only to deſtroy him. Princes are too apt to believe 


that the Right of Power ſhou'd preſerve them, how unjuſtly 


ſoe ver they uſe it; but they will find at laſt, that the injurd 
People will Revenge their Wrongs with as much want of 


Tenderneſs as they 
And ſo King 


Dad taken away his Crown, were not Satisfied whilſt be 


have ſhewn in their opprefling of em. 


Edward, to his coſt found it. For thoſe: that 


- 
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iwd, 1 mean his Queen and Mortimer; who conſulting with 

her Oracje the Biſhop of Hereford, caus d him to be remov d 
from his Kinſman, the Earl of Leiceſter's, where they thought 
be was us'd too kindly; and committed to the Cuftody of 
Sir Thomas Gurney and Fobn . Matravers, with a Commiſſion 

to carry him where they wou'd, and probably to deftroy him 
how they pleas d. Being beſides Encourag'd by a dark Sen- 
tence writ by the fore-mention'd Biſhop,” which Was, 


E dvardum Regem Occidere Nolite timere bonum eſt. 
| Which being not pointed, at once gave an Encouragement 


to them, and conceal'd an Excuſe for himſelf. For ſoon 
after the Receipt thereof, they brought him to Berkly Caftle, 


| where be was wickedly Murthered by them, with a hot 


Iron thruſt through a Pipe behind into his Bowels, chat the 
Marks of their Violence might not be perceivid. © 
And yet as cruelly as he was murther'd, his Death was 
not perhaps more miſerable or. grievous to him than his Life; 
being forſaken of all his Subjects, Friends, and Allies in ge- 
neral; and ue his own Wife, Son, and Brother; 
and even of himſelf too, conſidering with what ftrange Ab- 
jection of Spirit he fiſt reſign' d his Crown, and then his 
Life. —— He was the firſt that caus d the Royal Blood of 
England to be ſhed upon a Scaffold, in the Perſon of his 
Kinſman, Thomas Earl of Lancaſter; and ſhed more Blood 
of the Nobility by Publick Executions, than all the Kings 
that were before him fince William the Eirſt. No wonder 
therefore he ſhould loſe his Kingdom, even before it was 
taken from him; fince by betraying himſelf firſt, he taught 
others to do it afterwards, - He was a Man given up to 
his Pleaſures, and obftinately Wedded to his own® Will: 
Under apprehenſions of Danger, he won'd Vow and Swear 
to any thing; and when he thought the Danger was over, 
de wou'd break all his Oaths and Promiſes with the ſame 
Facility as he had made them; as was but too Evident 
by the many Prejuries he was guilty of, with reſpect to his 
Favourite Gaveſton. In ſhort, he was the Diſgrace of the 
Nation while he lived, and brought nothing but Diſhonour 
to it by his Death. Having this Character long ſince given 
him, That he was a Man given to all ſorts of unworthy Va- 
nities ard ſinful Delights: The Scourge and Diſgrace of 
* this Nation in Scotland, againſt a handful of Men with the 
« greateſt ſtrength of England. After ſo many Perjuries about 
«© his Favourite Gaveſton, and Slaughter of the Nobility, he 
is Depos d and Murder. 
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King EDWARD che Third 


DWARD the Thd was Born at Windfor, we 
e x me of England, after bis Father King wars 
the e f was. Depoſed ; was Crowned at We minſter by 
| Walter Reignolds Arbbbiſbop of Canterbury, being but Fifteen © 
years, of, Age 4 Diſhonourahle Peace u made with Scotland; 4 
Parliament meet at Nottingham, whereir Mortimer is Arraignts | 
fer High Treaſon, Condemm d, and Executed, being brought to 
Landon, drawn to Fyburn, and there Hang 1. King Edward i is : 
ummor' d by Philip de Valois of France to do him Hamage. After 

— Contentions berween England and Scotland a Peace is conclu · 
and David le Bruce, the young Prince of Scotland, is Married 

te Jane, King Edwards. cifter be. King Maries Philippa, the | 
Earl, of Heynault's Daughter, at York, with whom he lived 42, 


ears. A great Battel at Hailidoun Hill, in which were ſlain of 


the Scots Eight Earls, Four age Knights and Baronevs, Four 
bundred Efquires, 5 Thirty foe thouſand. common Suldiers, The | 


BE claim 0 the Crown 0 France, and with Two hundred 
Wt, feb t with, Three hundred Ships of the French, and kills Thirty 


ad of their *_ Fc firſt inſtigutes the Honourable Or- 
* Fights the famous Rittel of Creſſy in France, 

; 2 rs the Ki e and Ten other Princes. with many 
Knight, MID 3 and Thirty thouſand Soldiers of the 
Erench were ain. After which, the Scots were « 1 by the 
Queen, and David King of Scots talen Priſoner. c Xie ig ſoon 
after beſirges Alice 9 at laft takes it; and the Bl rince, 
Ning Edwards Son, bears the French Army 41 Poitiers,” and takes 

E Jobs Kip King of France, and ** Philip, Priſoners ; with à vaſt 


of Noblemes, Knignts, Eſc and common Soldiers ; "af 
þ which the Ning goes over rs Thy ag] bps Army, Sub= 


many Places — and Quarters: the Arms of France with N + ap 


| 7 England. David King * Sa Scotland, after Eleven, years I 
. _ ſonment, is ſet at liberty, paying One hundred rhouſl ant Mok s Sterl 
for bis Renſome ; and ſo likewiſe is Jon. ＋ nerf after D 

Tears Impriſonment, upon 4 Peace concluded, and Ten bundred 
thouſand Pound paid for bis Ranſome, Edward the Black Prince 


85 leaving ts 4 Sen Richard behind bim; mu was by his "Fave 
| F 
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father created Earl of Cheſter and Cornwall, and then Prince of 
: Wales, and afterwards ſucceeded to the Crown: . King Edward, bg- 
| ving bad by bis Queen Philippa Seven Sons and Four Daughters ; of: 
ter d Reign of Fifty Tears, died at his Manor of Sheen ( now Riel 
mond) in Surrey, the 21th of June 1377, in the Sixty fourth year 
of bis Age. Thus far his General Hiſtory, © 


His Secret Hiſtory; Amongft all the Kings of England from 
William the Firſt to this Day, there is no Prince more celebra- 
ted by Hiſtorians than this our Third Edward; occaſion d Prin- 
cipally by the many Victories with which Providence favour d 
him, over Scotland and France; both whoſe Kings are his Pri- 
foners in England for a conſiderable time: And then the Ex» 
traordinary Vertues of the truly brave Black Prince his Son. 
caus'd the Vices of the Father to be leſs taken notice of. Not- 
withſtanding all which, this very Prince has left marks en 
behind him to ſhow whoſe Son he was, and that he was a 
ſcendant of the Norman Race; one that was for exalting his 
Prerogative, to the Depreſſion of the juſt Liberties of the 
Subject; and cou'd to tat end be as forward in Promiſing, 
and as ready afterwards to break his Promiſes, as any of his 
Predeceſſors: Which was ſo much the worſe in this King than 
in another, as one that had the Example of his Father recent 
before him; And in which himſelf was thought to be ſo much 
concern'd, that it left a Blemiſh upon his Memory; and ſuch 
2 one as cou'd not be purg'd away by all the After-Glories of 
his Reign: For however he was at the time of committing 
that horrid Fact of his Father's fout and moſt unnatural Mur- 
der (a Crime no leſs odious for the circumftance, than the 
- boldneſs of the cruelty ) under the Government of his Mother, 
as ſhe was under that of her Minion Mortimer; yet being then 
Maſter of ſo much reaſon as to pauſe, as he did, upon the firſt 
motion of the offer of the Crown, it cannot but be preſum d —— 
that he was Maſter of ſo much Power as to have prevented the Mw 
haſte of the Execution, ſince it was a violation of the Law of \ © HY 
Nature. And tho ſome wou'd argue his Piety from the early 
Execution of Mortimer; yet conſidering how Mortimer live 
with his Mother , and had Ufurp'd the Adminiftration and 
e N of all Affairs, it will to an impartial Judge look 
more like a piece of Revenge than Juſtice: And ſer vd only to 
throw the Odium of that Murder upon another, the Guilt ,- 
whereof lay upon himſelf; his Father's Death putting an end 
to thoſe Factions & Sidings which his Life mghthave occafion'd, 
and making him fit more ſecurely(tho much more guiltily) upon 
his Throne. And that which makes this more than probable, 
is the Fate of his Uncle Edmond Earl of Rem, Brother to the 
Depored King his Father, who was Accus d and Condemn'd 
upon his Conteſhon, for intending the Reſtoration of his Bro-. 4 
ther and conferring with divers great Men concerning the _ 
ſame ; tho nothing was acted therein. For this offence he op 
„„ e was 


— 
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was brought to the Block; the unfortunat2 Earl being 


forc'd to ftand upon the Scaffold from One of the Clock till 
Five, before an Executioner cou d be gotten to diſpatch him, 
ſo much was he beloved; at laſt an abſect Fellow was releas'd 
out of the Priſon of the Marfbalſea to be his Executioner, by 
whom he was Beheaded; and the Royal Blood of England a 
Second time ſhed on a Scaffold. And this Kings Reign dy'd 
with:the Blood both of a Father and an Uncle. 5 
And now to the Diſhonour of the Kingdom, and its irre- 
Pairable loſs, a Peace is concluded with the Scozs ; but ſuch 
a Diſhonourable one, as has left an indelible ſtain, upon his 
Memory; for by the Secret workings of the Queen Mother, 
the King ſurrenders to the Scots, by his Charter, his Title of 
Soveraignty to the Kingdom of Scotland; and reſtores divers 
Deeds and Inftruments of their former Homages and Fealties; 
With the Famous Evidence call'd Ragmans Roll; and many An- 
cient Jewels and Monuments, amongſt which was the Black 
.Croſs of  Scatland, Cc. and any Fngizſh-man is prohibited to 
hold Lands in Scotland, unleſs he dwelt there. And in con- 
ſideration of all this, King Bruce was to pay Thirty thouſand 
Marks: A Price ſo ſmall, in compariſon of the Value of what 
we parted with, that King Edward ſold them a very lumping 
Penny worth: And Mortimer's ignominious Death, who was 
charg d to have procured this Peace, ( tho' his Body hung up- 
on the Gallows ( Tyhurn) for Two Days and Two Nights) 
Was no ſufficient compenlation. | 55 
This K ing ſpent moſt of his time in the Wars of France to 
make good his Title to that Crown; which his poor Subjects 


felt in their Eſtates and Families; And it was a happineſs to them 


t hat he was ſo much abroad, for whenever he came home, as 
he wanted Money, ſo the People got ground to urge their Pri- 
viledges ; by which means Aſagna Charta was at leaſt Twelve 


times confirmed in this Kings Reign, and ſtill as often broken: 


For tho this King is ſo much cry d up for a_ good Prince, and 


the heſt that Reign'd ſo long and ſo well; yet the following In- 


ſtances will not ſhew him to be ſuch; or will at leaſt ſhew us, 


If he were ſo, that bad's the beſt: The Inſtance we ſhall 


mention, is concerning his Engagements to 12 the grand 
Charter: This King, in the Parliament held in the Fifteenth 
year of his Reign, had granted and given the Royal Aﬀent to 
divers wholeſome and ſeaſonable Laws, which he engaged for 


_ Himſelf and his Heirs, That they ſhould be firmly kept, and 


remain inviolable for ever, for the Ratification of Magna Charta, 
and other good Laws formerly Enacted; and that all the Offi- 
cers of State, as Chancellors, Treaſurers, Barons of the Ex- 


chequer, Judges, Oc. ſhould at that preſent in Parliament, 
. and for ever after, take a ſolemn Oath, before their Admiſ- 
Hon to their Offices, to keep and maintain the grear Charter 
And the Charter of the Foreſt, Cc. But no ſooner was the 

- Parliament Diſſolved, but the very ſame year he publickly re- 
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voked theſe Statutes, pretending that they were contrary to 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Realm, and to his Preropative 
and Rights Royal; Wherefore we are willing ( faith he) provident- 
ly to revoke thoſe things we bave ſo tmprovidently done ; becauſe 
( faith he) (mark the Diſſimulation of Princes, even in Par- 
liaments) we never RE Al L conſented to the makingof them ; bur, 
as then it heboved us, We Diſſembled in the Premiſes, by Proteſt a- 
tions of Revocation if indeed they ſhould proceed to ſecure the Dan- 


gers which by denying the ſame we feared to come. I lie ſum of 


which words is this: The King wanted Money; the Parliament 
wou'd give none without their Liberties ( contain'd in the 
1 455 Charter, and Charter of the Foreſt) were confirmed: 

his the King was unwilling to confirm, becauſe it took from 


him the Power of unjuſtly oppreſſing his Subjects at his own 


Will and Pleaſure, (and Arbitrary Power is ſuch a Tempting 


Bait to Princes, that no former Experience of its fatal Effects, 


nor conſideration of what may be the following - conſequence, 
can keep em from Nibling at it.] But finding without Con- 
ceding to the Deſires of his People in the Con rmation of 
their Liberties, ( which yet was no more than his Coronation 
Oath oblig'd him to) no Money was to be had, which was the 
rhing he chiefly wanted, be Diſſemblingly paſſes thoſe Laws, 


with a Secret Deſign ſoon after to break em; as indeed he did. 
Now what can be more baſe and unworthy of a King, than 


thus to Diſſemble with bis People! 


The Publick Tranſactions of this King abroad, I will leare 


to the Writers of his General Hiſtory: only let me obſerve, 
That when King Edward had befieg'd Tournay, and Philip de 
Valois the French King was, in order ro relieve it, preparing to 
Engage with King Edward, the Eyes of all Chriftendom look: 
ing to ee the Event of ſo conſiderable an Action, Jane de Valos, 


the Siſter of King Philip, and the Mother of King Edward's. 


Wife, mediatins between her Brother and her Son-in-law, 
caus'd a Truce to be concluded for a year; both the Kings diſ- 
ſolving their Armies, King Philip going to Paris, and King 
Edward and his Queen returning for Enz/and: Now tho King 
Edward pretended to yield to the making of a Truce, ſolely at 
the Defire and Mediation of his Mother- in- law, the Secret and 
true Reaſon was, the want of freſh Supplies, his Treaſure be- 
ing Exhaufted, notwithſtanding thoſe mighty Impoſitions which 
were laid upon his People, to furniſh him for his undertaking, 
or elſe he would not ſo eaſily have condeſcended to a Truce. 

The King upon his'laſt going into France, had in great 


Diſpleaſure remov'd his Chancellor, and impriſoned his Frea- 


— 


ſurer, with ſeveral other Officers, whereof moſt were Clets . 


gy-Men; which were very much Employed by. this King in 
the chief Places of Truſt; not ſo much out of love to them 


as to himſelf; for the King thinking by reaſon” of their 
Vo of Celebacy, they wou'd be more free from Tempta⸗ 
tions to defraud him, than thoſe that had Families to Jae 


care 


— 
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care of, and Children to provide for; generally made uſe 
of em where the greateſt truſt was requir d: And he had, 
another Secret deſign: therein likewiſe 3 which was, That if 
he ſometimes made them refund what they had gotten un- 
dier him, perhaps too by the Oppreſſion of his Subjects; 
they had neither Wife nor Children to Clamour againft 
. kim: And thoſe who had been oppreſs'd by em, wou'd 
think em well enough ſerv'd, baving much rather the King 
ſhou'd have it than they. But to return to what I was a- 
bout to relate. The King having ! as I ſaid before, ) im- 
priſoned ſeveral of his Officers, where they ſtill remained, 
obn Stratford, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, (whom the King 
chiefly blam'd for the Neceſſities he now. lay under) writes 
him a Letter which fully diſcovers the face of thoſe times, 


** 
** 


and ſhews what were the Grievances which the Subjects then 


lay under; boldly and plainly letting him know that it was 
for the Safety of Kings and their Kingdoms, to uſe grave 
and wiſe Counſellors, laying many Examples out of Sacred 
Writ before him, by which be might ſee the happineſs of 
thoſe that took ſuch a Courſe, and their Infelicity that 
follow'd the Contrary : And then bids him remember how 
his Father led by Evil Counſel had almoſt ruin'd the King- 
dom; putting to Death divers of the Nobility, contrary 
to the Law of the Land; and then advis'd him to conſider - 
how fatal the ifſue of it was at laſt. Then he tells him how 
he himſelf at firft had through Evil Counſel almoſt loft the 
Hearts of his People; but that by the great Circumſpection 
and Care of his Prelates and Nobles, bis Miſcarriages were 
retriev d, and the Love of his People recovered to that de- 
gree, that both Clergy and Layety have given him their 
Aſſſtante, beyond what they had done to any of his Pro- 
. genitors; whereby he had triumph'd over his Enemies, the 
French and Scots, by which means he has obtain'd the grea- 
teſt Reputation of any Prihce in Chriſtendom, - But not- 
withſtanding all that, he tells him that at this preſent, through 
the wicked Counſel of ſome that are about him, who ſeek 
their own Profit, more than his Honour, or the Welfare 
of his People, he had cauſed both Clergy-Men and others, 
to be arreſted and kept in Priſon by undue Proceedings, 
contrary to the Laws of Eagland, (which he was bound by 
his Coronation Oath to obſerve) and againſt Magnz Charta, 
which whoſoever ſhall preſume to infringe, are to be by the 
Prelates, (according to the Bull of Pope Innocent the 
Fourth) Excommunicate : So that hereby he incurred both 
Danger to his Soul, and Detriment to his Eſtate and Ho- 
Nour: He then likewiſe tells him, That if he proceeded fur- 
cher in this manner, he wou'd quickly loſe both the hearts 
of his People, and their help; whereby he wou'd be un- 
able to proſecute the War he had undertaken, and be ford 
% fubfect himſelf to the Will of his Enemies, to the Over- 
. e | throw 
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therefore to aſſemble the Nobles, and prudent men of the Land, 
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and to conſult with them concerning what was amiſs, that 
it might be rectiſied. And whereas ( continued the Arch- 


biſhop) certain Perſons near about you by their Adulation 
and Plattery, falfly betray and deceive you, We here de- 


nounce them Excommunicate, and beſeech you, as your Spiri- - 


._ tual Father, that you hold them ſo; Concluding, That where- 
as through the negligence, of his Miniſters, the City of Tourney 


was hindred from being taken, it was neceſſary that that 
matter ſhou d be Examined in Parliament; and Enquiry 


made to whoſe hands from the beginning of the War, the 
Wools and Moneys were committed to be beſtowed; and 
in whom the fault lay, that the City of Tourngy was net 


taken, but came to be left fo. And that as an Equal and 
Wiſe Prince, he wou'd chaſtiſe ſueh as were found--Culpable ; 
and not condemn his Subjects without ſufficient Tryal. 

But the Archbiſhop finding but little effect of this Letter 
to the King, writ alſo to the Chancellour, Robert Bouſer, ſhew- 


ing him what large Contributions the Clergy by their free 


Confents had yielded to the King, and that none other 


were to be Exacted of them. Requiring him to do nothing 
8 to the Law of Magna Charta; and that if any 


rit, Commiſſion, or Precept, had gone out of the Chan- 
cery contrary thereunto, or to the Priviledges and Liberties 


of the Church or Kingdom, he ſhould: within ten days after 


the Receipt of theſe his Letters (as, ſaid the Archbiſhop, 
the Chancellor was bound to do.) revoke and annul theſame.) . 
But it ſeems neither the King nor the Chancellour gave 
that regard to the Archbiſhops Letter that he Expected, and 


: therefore he ſends a third Letter, which he directed to 


the King and his whole Councel, Songs That whereas, 
contrary to the Priviledges and Liberties of the Church and 
Kingdom, contained in Magna: Charta, Fobn de St. Paul, Mi- 
chael de Wath, Robert Chickwil, Fobn Thork and Henry Stratford, 


were  Arrefted, committed to Priſon, and there detained, 


without being indicted or convicted of any [notorious Crime; 
and that whoſoever were aiding or counſelling to this pro- 
cceding, had incurred the Sentence of the Cannon, which he 
nad cauſed to be: publiſhed both in his own Dioceſs, and 


in all other of his Suffragans; and therefore he beſought 
the King and his whole Councel, without delay, to delwer 
the ſaid Priſoners; otherwiſe, that according to his Paſtoral 


charge, he muſt proceed to the Execution of the Sentence, 


concſuding how notwithſtanding it was not his Intention to 
include therein the King, Queen, or their Children, ſo ſar 
us they might by Law be Excuſed. Thus we ſee the. King 


was for heatkening to Exil Counſellors, and oppreſſing bis 


Tope, contrary- to bis Oath, und to the Laus which be 
had himſelf ſo often con firme. 


BY ZE 
& wn 5# 4.4% 


SS | 
* * 
* - 
; - 


Wu 


2 1 * * _— 
== $1V 1 


in the goth year of his Reigu, A Parliament was called 
at Weſtminſter, which had the Name of the good yarliament ; 


the Occaſion of its being called, was to Cure the Diſeaſes 


of the State; for (ſays my Author) the King 3s miſied, his 
"Treaſure Exhauſted, and bis Affairs ill managed; in this Par- 
liament the Kings Wants are opened, and Supplies required: 
But the whole Body of the Aſſembly, weary, of bearing 
theſe continual Burthens, inſtead of Contributions, Exhibit 


Complaints, charging the Kings. Officers with Fraud, and 


25 humbly craving that the Duke of Lancaſter, the Lord Lati- 
mer, then Lord Chamberlain, and Dame Alice Pierce, the Kings 
Concubine, ( Anglice n bore) and one Sir - Richard Iturry 


might be remov'd from Court. And theſe Complaints of 


the Commons are fo vehemently urg'd by Sir Peter dela Male 


their Speaker, that the King choſe to comply therewith, ra- 


ther than not not be ſupply'd: And thereupon: all theſe 


Perſons were preſently put. from Court. But the Death of - 
Edward the Black Prince happening loon after (a Prince of 


that Solid Wiſdom and Vertue, that his Death prov d a grea- 
ter Loſs to the Nation, chan all the Treaſure that was 


Squander d away. in France) the face of Affairs was quickly 


chang d; and the late Excluded Perſons return again to 


Court, and to their former Places there: And that impu- 
dient Strumpet, Alice Pierce, working upon the Dotage of 
the King, cauſes Sir Peter Dela Mare, the Speaker of the Par- 


lament, to be committed to perpetual Impriſonment at 
Nottingham! which was an Act without al! Preſident and 


Example in former Times : And the higheſt Affront that cou d 


be put upon the People. But that haughty Whore, Alice 


Pierce, had ſuch an Aſcendant over the King, that ſhe did 
what ſne wou'd; and grew fo. inſolent, that ſhe was not 
aſham'd to intermeddle with. Courts of Juſtice, and other 
Offices; and even to ſit there her ſelf, to effect her De- 
ſires; by © which ſhe render'd her ſelf the ſhame of the 


- Kingdom, and the Diſhonour of the King. For at the 
Kings Death, (which follow'd not long after) before his 
Breath had left him, he was left by all his Attendance; this 


Concubine of his leading the way; and firft packing away 


_ what ſhe coud ſnatch, even to the very Rings of his Ein- 
Sers, left him; and even his other Attendance by her Ex- 
ample, ſeizing whatever they cou d faſten on, ſhifted away; 


: _- and all his Councellors and others forſook him in his laſt 


Agony, when he had moſt occaſion for em, leaving his Cham- 
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ber quite Empty: Which a poor Prieſt in the Houſe ſeeing, 


as he paſs d by accidentally, approach d tothe Kings Bedſide; 
And finding him yet breathing, call d upon bim to rrmembet his 
_ « Saviour, and to ask Mercy for his Offences; which was a grea- 
ter Piece both of Piety and Compaſſion, than all his Courtiers 


enen him: for they ſtill Hatter'd bim with hopes of Life, 


even when they ſaw the Pangs of Death upon hin: Which 


) 


renders 


[a 
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renders the Condition of Princes truly miſerable z the Aadlvlu 
lation of their Courtiers not ſuffering them to know them-- 

ſelves nor their own State, neither in Health nor Sickneſs: ?: 

Making them negte& thoſe Spiritual Cogitations fit for a Dying 
Chriſtian, But the King ftirr'd'up by the Voice of this poor 
Prieft, ſhew'd ſome' ſigns of Contrition, his expiring Breath 
uttering the Name of F ES Us as it left him. 

Thus have we ſeen this once Puiſſant ant Victorious King, 


after a Series of Fifty Years, Ending his Reign as poorly and in- 
gloriouſly as he begun it: Who having ſept into the Throne 
before he'ſhou'd, out-liv'd that Reputation he had once ac- 
quir'd in the World: Nor is it any wonder he ſhou'd, having 
out-liv'd the beſt Wife that any Prince (except his preſent 
Majeſty King William the Third) con'd ever boaſt of; and 
the beſt Son likewiſe; and indeed, at laſt out-liv'd himſelfs _ 
Being ſo unfortunate, after all his great good Fortune, as to 
ſee his Glory unravell'd, as well as his Happineſs': There 
being nothing leſt bim of all his Gettings abroad, purchaſed 
with ſo much Travel, Expence and Bloodſhed, but only the 
poor Town of Calais. But: we muſt look on't as a Curſe 
that he inherited with his Crown, not to be permitted to dye, * 
till he ſaw himſelf (like his Father) forſaken of every Body 
but a poor Prieſt, who only tarry d to torment, hin with e 
a Remembrance of his Sins; and left him at laſt, as he left the | 5 
World, in ſuch a State of Uncertainty, that our Hiſtorians 23 
are yet to ſeek, whether to place him amongſt the Rank o 
of our Fortunate or 'Unfortunate Princes, The fatal DV 
ſions of his Poſterity, to which his Weakneſs gave their firſt 
riſe, being ſo pernicious to the whole Kingdon,” as well as to 
- themſelves, that if the Deceas'd know: any thang of what is 
done among the Living, be need no other Hell to torture 
his guilty Spirit, than the. Viſion of thoſe Murther'd Princes 
of his own Blood, whoſe Ghoſts juſtled one another where: 
eer they met. I will conclude his Secret Hiftory with a ph, 
brief Account of what one, that didn't love to flatter Kings 
long ſince ſaid of him: vid. Edward the Third, to his EEE 
„ Everlaſting Stain of Honour, ſurrenders by his Charter his 
| Title of Soveraignty to the Kingdom of Scotland; reſtores. . 
« the Deeds and Inftruments of their former Homages and 
4 Fealties, (tho after the Scott paid dear for it) tofſupply = 
- * his Want. Whatever he yielded to in Parliament; was for ). © 
* the moſt part . preſently revoked: And in that Parliarnene 
© which was called, The Good, they deſire the King (ba-. 
ing abundantiy ſupply'd his Wants J to remove from Cours - 
** four Perſons of ſpecial prejudice to ys Honour, and the _ 
Og 3 . Piers, the Kings Con- = 
„ cobine, an Impudent troubleſome Woman: But go agg — 2 
ended this Parliament, having gotten their Moneys Fas JE 
four forbidden return to Courr, and their wonted Inſdlenn 
* cies: The Speaker, who Ba! ms the Kingdem's Gries | © _ 
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N "© & lyanoes, at the ſuit of Alice Pier, is © _mmitted | 
| „ 3 e n 


0 THE TRUE 


SECRET HISTORY. 
or 


King RICHARD & the Soonnd, 


"ING Richard the Seon wer the Son of Eduard prime 
of Wales, common iy called the Black Prinee; and was 
Eben by the Name of Richard of Bourdeauz, from bis 
ing bern "there : Lie came to the Crown at Eleven years of Age, 

* th was Crowned at Weſtminſter by Simon Sudbury Archbiſhop 

of Canterbury : Soon after 'which, 50 prone hips 4 rived* at 

ye in Suſſex, Cel on” and ſpoil d that Town, and divers 

otber pa 2 of the coming as far as Graves-End, which 
T '4 and rift 45 E Commons a1 ofe in Rebellion in divers 
7 ae 4 Kent, Effex, Surry, Norfolk, Cembridge ; the Ken- 
Men (being 50000 came w Londen, where they Commit. 

1 mum Bdrbatons Outtager ander the Command . Wat Tyler 
and Jack Straw, who were animated thereno by one John Ball 


an Excommunicate Fricſt à but fl. kilf4by Sir Wilniam 
| + - Wallworth, then Lord Mayor, or affronting the Ning, rhe Rebels 
were diſpers'd,, Jack Straw am Ball the 2800 being Exe- 


cuted; 41 "the reſt plundered, "after they hid beheaded Si- 


mor e op © Canterbury, and sir Robert Hales Tord 
Treafurer, roying an the Rolls and Retords of Chancery. a 
'The Duke Arr al Ge Kings Unkle") being accuſed by 4 
ot 4m Fryer-of Treaſin, 't 1 wes Cruellj Mur dered, and 
Pate (tho e at ſuſpition) Cleured. Parwick was taken 
e Scots, and, {of the Earl of Northumberland. King 
955 raiſes. ent Army 0 Conquer Scotland, bur bit De- 
By pod 4 5 ive, Differences ariſe e between the "King ant the 
3 5 "The Scots Emer England under the Command of "a 
i "Willialn nor ls, _ Kd rg Encountred. * the 1 
"Was ain, und otlp IL. 2 
LENS Teb "I 1 'cors into No Pe to a #* ant 
10 dime Hedty, Fon 0 John of Gaunt Dube of © Lan- 
1 e Tine of Mt) -GovernwMent, the Ring is De -· 
5 ards Murdered. . Ks + far. bis General * 
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of Four · pence upon every head, above Sixteen years, > 
called a Pole- Tax, was granted: The levying of which, Fm 
the accidental Rudeneſs of an inconſiderable Taxngatberer, 
occaſton d a very great and dangerous Inſurreckion: The man? 
nerithis, 'A Tax. gatherer at Deptford, coming into the Houſe 
of a poor Tyler, and demanding Four-pence a Head for each 
perſon in bis Family, the Tyler asg nis Daughter was 
not Sixteen years of Age, and ſo Notable ro pry? and the 
t Tax-gatherer going about to urn dp tf veungs 
n Ooats, to ſee whether ſhe was of Age er ao, Her Father. * 

e „ proven 


ung RICHARD tbe Second. 


Edward the Second) runs through his whole Reign; which 
may, like that, be call'd the Reign of Favourites; by whom 
the King was diſpos'd to all Looſeneſs and Careleſneſs, and 
being ſwell'd and puff d up with their Flatterries, became 
Deaf to the Cotplaints of his People; being promoted by 
his Minions to obſerye no Law but his Will, while they were 
the Diſpoſers of all things. Soothing him up in that Supt- 
neſs and Neglect, which they knew would bz ſuitable to his 
Nature, and Serviceable to their Ambitious Deſigns. | 


The three Great Favourites of this Prince, and who 


were therefore his Miniſters, were Robert Vere Earl of Oxford, 


and afterwards Marqueſs of Dublin and. Duke of Ireland, 


Michael de Ia Poole Earl of Suffolk. and Robert Treſillian Lor 

Chief Juſtice : The Duke of Ireland ſeem'd the heſt, and could 
not well do otherwiſe, having two ſuch Foils to fer him 
off: For Michael de la Pool Mas the Abſtract of all Vice; 
being in Proſperity the moſt inſufferably Inſolent, in Ad- 
verſity the moſt abjectly deſpicable. And as for Tyefillian, 
he was only a Lump of Complicated Villany ; being ready 


to proſtrate all Law to otcaſion, and make Juſtice ſubſer- 


vient to the baſeſts Deſigns; his Underſtanding” was No- 
thing but Debauchery, and his Vertue the greateſt Outrage. 
And this made him fo ready to Execute whatever others 
had de ſign d. ; n.. 
The King's being in his Minority, made Foreign Princes 
think it the moſt proper time to Execute their intended 
Deſigns againſt England; and thereupon the French firſt laid 
hold on the Occaſion, aud landed Forces, doing ſome Miſ- 
chief, and burning ſome Places near the Sea, as Rye, Portſ: 


mouth; Darimouth, &c. The Scots alſo about that time al- 


ſaulted the Caſtie of Berwick, and won it; but it was taken 
again by the Earls. of Northumberland and Nortingbam, and all 
put to the Sword but Ramſey, ho took it by a bod and 


deſperate Attempt with a few Men. 


- Theſe | Troubles occation'd 4 Parliament, in which” Aire 


Piercy, the late King Edward's ' Concubine was banifl'# (as 


che well deſervd) and alf her Goods confiſcated; In this Par- 
liament an Extraordinary Tax (as it was then e 


impuden 
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. be True Secret Hiſtory of - 
the Neighbours to ſecond him; and thereby the whole County 
of Kent, and then of Eſſex, Suffolk, Norfolt, Cambridge, and other 
Places, roſe up in Arms, deſtroy ing not only the Three Pr inci- 
pal Miniſters of S ate, that is to ſay, The Chancellour, (who 
was alſo Archbiſhop of Camertwy ) the: reaſurer and the I ord 
chief Juſtice; but alſo came ſo near to Majeſty it ſelf, ( for 
ſome of the Rebels were little leſs rude with the Kings own 
Mother, than his Officer had been with their Captain's Daugh - 
ter) that it was thought nothing cou'd deliver the King him- 
ſelf from the approaching Danger, but meeting it halt-way; 
which, to ſpeak the truth, he did with ſo well temper'd a Cou- 
rage, as never any King before him ſhew'd, except Ceſar, and 
he but once; or his own Father ( whoſe Son ke in this in- 
ftance only ſhew'd himſelf ) at the Battel of Poifrers; when 
he was begirt with as many perhaps, but not ſo inſolent nor un- 
worthy Foes. And this being as much beyond the Expetta- 
tion of his years, as of his' Enemies, charm'd them for a 
- while into fubmiſſion „but the Diſtemper being Univerſal 
* raging, and the Contagion ſpreading inſenſibly through 

many parts of the Kingdom, it was not poſſible to heal 
the Evil only with 'a Touch. 


But it was not the Rudeneſs of the Tax-gatherer that 


cCou'd have caus d fo univerſal a Defection, had not the Peo- 


ple been pre diſpos' d thereto: It will be therefore neceſſary 


to look back a little, that we may trace this Miſchief to, 


the Fountain-Head: This King being ſet upon the Throne 
at Eleven years of Age, the Parli- ment, when he began to 
govern them, conſulied about hat Perſons were fitteſt to 
govern him; and becauſe the ſafety of the Kingdom, as 
well as of the King, conſiſted in the multitude of Counſel- 
lors, they were of Opinion to add to his Uncle Lancaſter, 
(ho put in to be Protector) che two other Brothers, Ed- 


mond Earl of Cambridge, and Thomas Earl of Waordſtech, after 


wards Duke of Glouceſter, with whom they conjoyned ſeveral 
Temporal Lords of known Wildom and Integrity. This 
ſo offended the Duke, as thinking it a dangerous Reflection 
on his Ambition, not to be truſted ſolely, that he refus'd 
the Charge, and retir'd into the Countrey, to his own 
Bouſe; when it leems le Added ſo like a King, that a 
Weil meaning Fryer, thought himſelf bound in point of Al- 
legiance to accuſe him of an intention to Uſurp the King 


mz. and as à conſequent thereof, to De ſtroy the King; 


and it! was: the opinion of ſeveral that he wanted, not mat- 


© "xi 


provok'd thereby, fell upon him; which occaſion d other of 7 


WY. a 
x 
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ter enough to maße good that Charge: But what the Duke 


wanted ef Innosence, was ſo well ſupply'd by Power, 


that the. Accuſer: not being ſufficiently back d, was. thrown. 


into Priſon, and there mhumanely Murder'd, by thoſe that 
had him in Cuflody; who tying, one End of a Cord about 


is Neck, and ite other to his Privy Members, hung him up 


. 


| King RICHARD the Second. 85 
in that poſture on a Pin. and with the weight of a Stone 
laid upon his Belly, burſt his wr, he being in this 
+ barbarous manner privately put to Death, all further Cri- 
minations died with him. But as ſecretly as this was done, 
it was well enough known ta ſeveral, who were thereby the 
more Confirmed in the truth of the Fryar's Accuſation, but . 
his. wretched Fate made them fear to declare their Sentiments; 
which makes me call to mind what Advice a Perſen of 
good Note left behind him to his Son, That in Pablick Af 
fairs be ſhou'd be cautious what fide be took, for that . ſometimes 
it might be as ſafe to deſtray the King, 4s 10 preſerve him. But 
the Impunity of this Treaſon, 'derogated, fe much from the 
. Wiſdom nay Juſtice of the King, that it apparently lef- 
ſen d him in the Opinion of the Peop'e; who being igno- 
rant, or at leaſt not able to diſtinguiſh, whether it was want 
of Skill to diſcern, or Power to puniſh, began from thenceforth 
to worſhip the Duke as the Indians do the Devil) out 
of Fear; while the Duke in the mean tame, omitted no oC» 
Caſion to propagate Tumults and Encourage Faction; and in a 
little time, by ſeeming to make the People's Diſcontents the 
| | grownd of his own, got the Opinion of being their Patri- | 
ot, while he Secretly promoted their being goaded with DE 
Needleſs Taxes ; which made them, like mad Oxen, ready 2 
to break the Yoak of Authority from off their Necks. 


7 8 This was the Cauſe ( thro' the Secret Practiſes of the 

WY Duke of Lancaſter ) that ſo ſoon blew up thoſe Embers of 

- Diſcontent that lay glowing in the Breaſts: of the People, 

> | into ſuch. a Flame of Rebeilion as had like to have con- 

> umd the Kingdom. F 4 kt | 

8 _ - The firſt ten Years of this Kings Goveenment, which was 

5 the beſt, tho' not the longeſt part of it, he Reiga'd wit 

5 great Splendor ; if he may be properly ſaid to reign, whilf 

[. de was under the diſpoſe of others: But after he came to 

Cr be of Age to do all himſelf, he began very vitibly to undo » 
* Himſelf; haſtening the flow pace of his Deſtiny, by his quar- 3 
3 relling with Parliaments; who yet gather d ſtrength by the 

n Diſcovery of his Weakneſs: Which ſo Enraged the King, 

=: - (who ſecretly deſign'd the very raſing of the Legal Con- 

n Kitution ) that he cou'd not forbear telling the Parliament 

A (the very next Seſſions after he was out of his Wardſhip, - 

+ i as he was wont to calls it) That he perceiv'd they had a "2 

g- Mind to rebel . and therefore thought he cou'd- do no bet - -" So 

XY ter than to ask Aid of his Couſin the King of France, into | 

t- BB whoſe hands he had rather fall, being a Prince, than ſubmit 

ke to his own Subjects: Which however it might ſhew a very . 

r, MK proud and vindiftive Stomach, was certainly a very raſh and a 
un unadviſed Speech, and in it ſelf ſo low and abject, and ſo 1 
at 4 unlike, a King, that nothing cou'd' be meaner. 10 wt 1 
ut Michael de la Pol, being made Earl of Suffolk, by reaſon 1 
up of his Exorbitant Actions grow. as much hated by the * 

ia 6 15 — 3 „ 


868 The True Secret Hiſtory of bes i 
ple as he was honour'd by the King; as the Effect where . 
of, a Charge was Exhibited againſt him in Parliament, the 
chief Articles of which were, For profuſely waſting the 
Treaſure ot the King in Riotous Prodigality, and unneceſſary 
Expences; for running into the Kings Debt and cozening 
the King in Farming the Profits and Revenues bf the Crown: 
But this Charge had only Audience, but no Examination; 
which gave ſo much Offence, that when an Aid was de- 
manded, it was deny'd; for which: this Reaſon was given, 
That it was to no purpoſe to give Money, when the ill 
uſe of it was countenanc d. But che neceſſity of the Kings 
Affairs requiring Money, and the Parliament inſiſting upon 
the Examination of the Charge, at laſt procur'd what they 
ſo warmly deſir d; and the Canſe was put to Selected Noble- 
men to Examine; and a Subſidy was afterwards granted. 
The cauſe heing heard by the Earl of Suffolt's Peers, the 
the Duke of Glouceſter and the Earl of Arundel being two of 
his Judges, he was convicted, and depriv'd of his Office 
and Chattels, and condemn'd to a Fine and Impriſonment. 
Bot ſuch was the Kings Extravagant Fondnels for this Earl, 
that all this ſeem'd rather Arguments of Merit, than Cauſes 
of Puniſhment; for the King (as his great Grandfather 
Edward the Second did by Gaveſton ) preſently re ſtot d him 
to all former Favours; as if what he had ſuffer d had been 
fox his ſake; and as if Crimes found out and profecuted 
by a Parliament, had been the Teſtimonies of Merit, and 
f the beft Arguments for che Princes Favour : Theſe unſteady 
5 Counſels increasd the Miſtruſt of, his Subjects, ho now 
began to ſee the King reſpected his Favourites to that de- 
 gree, that the whole Kingdom was unable to ftand in Com- 
petition with them. Nor was it without reaſon that they 
thought ſo, ſince the return of the Duke of Peland, who 
had been driven away by the Diſpleaſute Contracted againſt 
him, and was now again Embrac'd with the tendereſt Ca - 
reſſes, and receiv d into Equal Credit and Favour with the 
Earl of Suffolk, did ſufficiently juſtifie their Suſpicions: To 
2 them alſo was joyn'd the Archbiſhop of Tork, to ſtrengthen 
— their Power, and at the ſame time weaken the Kings : 
1 For having made the King to believe their Cauſe to be 
3 his, they eaſily carry d him on to revenge the Affronts which 
they had receiv'd, as tho' they had been his own; inſi- 
nuating to the King that the Arrows which were Shot at 
them, were intended egainſt him; and that it was nothing 
but Rebellion to confine a King on whom to. beſtow his 
Favours: And therefore to avoid the Diſhonour of a Limi- 
25 ted Monarchy, he muſt be put upon Exerciſing an Arbitra- 
Zo ry end Deſpolick Power. With this Flattery, they rais'd 
= the King to that fatal Confidence which has always prov'd 
| the Rume of miſguided Princes 


' hv | 
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The Trial and Condempation of the Earl of Suffolk, ass 
the firſt Cauſe that excited theſe, newly - return d Favourites : 
againft thoſe that were his Judges; of which, the Duke of 
-Gloucefter being chief, they firſt reſolwvd on his Deſtruction z ö wt 
not fearing his being related to the King, as his: Unkle; J 
for they knew their Power over the King, was 'Taptamount - 
to all Relations whatſbever: Their firſt. Deſign therefore 
vas to invite S lonreſter and others to à Supper in Landen, aad Mi 
there Secretly murther them. But this Deſign was ons 1 
verd to the Duke by Exton, che then Mayor of London, ani 


—— 


the Miſchief for that time pre vente. 
The Earls of Arundel and Nottingham, who were Engag d 
with the Duke af Glouceſter, in the Trial and Cenſure of OR 
the Chancellour Suffolk, having the Command of the Navy, — -— 
about this time perform'd fo many brave Attions, that all 1 
Mouths were fill'd with  thelc juſt Praiſes, Except only he 
Kings, who ought to have 4. the greateſt SatisfaQion 
therein, as-advancing the Honour of his Reign; but in- 
ſtead of that, he Secretly maligued their Praiſe; and gave 
them at their Return ſo cold a Reception, that they ap- 
pear'd rather as Perſons Forgiyen for Miſdemeanours, than — 
eceiv'd for Merits: The ſtrangeneſs of his Carriage tod a 
plainly telling them, That Püblick Merit loſt its nature, when | 
the Deſert was in the Enemies of his Fayourites.; How 
uſual is it for Court-Caterpillers to complain of the King's © 
being Limited by his Parliament ? And yet it is their daj- 
Iy Fractice to Limit and confine his Favours to their Nar- 
row Intereſts; ſo that he mult neither reward Vertue, nor 


* 


” 


puniſh Vice, hut as they direct him. ͤ ts BRED 4 | 3 
| And as an inſtance of the haughtineſs of the Kings Fa- E 
 wourites, the Duke of 1re/ad, wich as as much Arbitrary 7 5 
Power as he pecſwaded the King to aſſume, put away his 
Witte, the Kings Couſin, and Grandchiid to King Fand; 
3 without ſo much as any fault alledg d againſt her; and 
> || warry d, ſome. faya Vininer's, and othersa Joyner's Dausb- 
1 out ſucceſs: The injury done ber was by 'a Favourite; 
4 to. whom his Nature was more ty'd,than to his own Blood. 
. Thus upon no/lefs Nouriſhment can growing Favourites 
h proſper, than by their Princes loG of Intereſt aud Honour. 
- 
it 
— 
is 
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This Acfront to his Lady, was no doubt ſecretiy congivl 
at by the King, chat by the Diſcontent of his Rules at 
ſo notorious 4 Piece of Injuſtice, -the © might have the 


better pretence to Execute his 3 againſt them; at 
i. it ſucceeded accordingly. For the Duke of Glouseſter ſu 
4 | duda Keſented it, chat he told the Duke of frebaud plainly, 
a That he wou'd revgage the Injury done to his Kinſy man. 
d From which very time, che Duke of Feland, (as well a2 
tte King) grew more  athdnous to contrive the Deſteu- 

e ation of che Duke of Glouteſſer. But tauings were not ripe, 

1e . > | 8 64 l * 
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both > it preſently in Practice. The Duke of feland's pre- 
tended Journey to that Country, at this time took up all 
their Thoughts: When after many Delays (which evident- 
 Iy ſhew'd his Unwillingneſs to go, as well as the King's 
to let him) he ſeemingly began, and was accompany'd in 
+ _great State by the King himſelf, the Earl of Suffolk, and 
3 dhe always Officious Chief Juftice Treſllian. But this' Feint 
of the Duke for Trelind, provd only a Progreſs through 
Niles back to Nottingham; where they* Enter'd into more 


private, and blacker Conſultations.” my A475; 
=, Their firſt Deſign was to deftroy the Lords: And for 
that End they ſummon'd the Sheriffs of every County, and 
_ Politively askd them, What Aid they cou'd promiſe againſt 
the Lords, if the King requir'd it? Their Anſwers for the 
a moſt part were, That the Opinion of the People was, I hat 
the Lords were Lovers of their King and Countrey: And 
therefore they durſt promiſe nothing in that matter. 

But they bad more Strings than one to their Bow; and 
therefore this failing, they made Trial of another; which 


Was, By ging ſuch Knights, Citizens and Burꝑeſſes as 


the King ſhau'd appoint. But this receiv d no more En- 


. couragement” chan the other. 
ITI0o what a looſe Hazard they had now reduc'd their 
King, to attempt unſucceſsfully to deftroy his People by force, 
br in a Legal way to make the Nation deſtroy it ſelf! The 
laſt was without doubt the moſt dangerous Deſign: Force 
may Enſlave for a little time, but Slavery by Law, is like · 

ly to be more durable; but the People were not then 


+ _ __,_Cozen'd enough. And indeed it muſt be: the. Concurrence 


of firange Accidents, the Fairneſs of an undiſcover'd -Diſ- 
- Omvalation, and the Opportunity Embrac'd in the fame. Mo- 

ment, that muſt ſo infatuate the People, as to make their 
JJ os a CO YETI ob SS nl 
But they had a third way to bring about their Deſigns, 
And of which they were not fo likely to fail; and that was 
by means of the Judges; for when the Judges aſſume the 
"Power of Declaring what is Law, tho in Expreſs Contra- 
_ - dition to the Words of the Statute, the King can never 
fall of never he pleaſes to be declar d Law: And 
tis Expedient has been made uſe of more than once. Thus 
_  Skip-Money was adjudg d Lawful by the Judges of King Charles 
the Firſt, and a Power of Diſpenſing with the Laws, was 

- adjudg'd Lawful by the judges of King Fames the Second. 
The two "Chief Juſtices of King Ricbard were Treflian 
And Belinap; to whom with others there were püt ſuch 
Queries as might Comprehend the Safety of the Miniſters, 
_ and the Danger of all elſe heſide; or at leaſt of all elſe 
whom they pleas d. Theſe Queſtions were to comprehend 
O large à Treafon, that it was no hard matter to find Trai- 
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tors; for they had reſolv d the very Conſtitution of the Na-. 
tion to be Treaſon. wo; 4 3 ny 


* 


+, The firſt four Queries did moſt particularly, concern che 
Duke of Suffolk, and with him the xeſt of the Favourites: 


For the Cale was put whether the Law it (lf, and the 
Commiſſion for his Tryal, did not derogate from the Kings 


Authority? And then how they were to be proceeded, a- 


inſt that procur d ſuch a Law ? And how they were to be 

talt with, that urg d the King, £9 Aſſent to it? 
The fifth Query was, What: they Merited that oppos'd . 
the Kings Exerciſe of his Regal Authority, in the Remic- 


- 


c et be ebootet or 
The Sixth, Seventh,-Eighth, and Ninth. (for there were 
Ten in all) was to, Enquire, whether Parliaments .cou'd - 
proceed upon any Buſinels but ſuch, as the King ſhou'd 
propoſe and limit by Articles? And whether the Lords and 
Commons Aſſembled in Parliament, might Accuſe or Impeach 
any of the Kings Officers without his Leave? 
The Tenth concern d only the Duke of Suffolk, (his being 
the Leading Caſe.) ànd it was whether the judgment given 
in the laſt Parliament againſt him, were Erroneous, and 
-Revocable ? ?? I5.0- 8 3 


tiag or Releaſing of Penalties, and forgiving of ſuch Debts 


Tkbe Reader may ſee by the Queries, hat the Ax of Ar- 
bditrary Domination, and Rule, was herein Secretly. laid to 


the very, Root of the; Antient Conſtitution of the Govern- 
ment: And the Judges reſolvd the Queries accordingly: 
For as to the laſt Article they determin d very 8 6 | 
That the Proceedings and Judgment againſt the Earl of uf. 


_ folk- were Erroneous and Revorable. And for. the reſt, they 


determin'd all to be Treaſon, and that-the Offenders ought to 
juffer as Traytors; Hereby Condemning the whole Parlia- 
ment as being Traytors, and the Law it ſelf as being Trea- 
ſon · And ſo confident were thoſe Judges of Succeſs in their 
Enterprizes, that they ſcrupled not t deliver theſe bold 

Opinions under their hands and Seals; believing it ſeems. 


- . Juftifie or Excuſe their guilty Actions. BR 


Idas worth obſerving here, how different Times produce 
different Opinions, in the ſame Perſons ; For thoſe Lawyers 


_ who in former Parliaments gave their Advice and Opinions 


for their Proceedings, being afterwards (when the Power 


Was on the King's ſide) ask d, Whether the King, cou'd 


not Diſannul the Proceedings of that Parliament? alwer'd, 


Tes, be mite; for the King was above the Law: The truth 
4 is, they went about to make bim ſo; but faild in the At- 


tempt, and ſo ruin d themſelves and their King too. Nor 
uere theſe wy hug Perſons that made that Experiment, at 


* 
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_ *\ Theſe Reſolves of the Judges were without doubt highly 
applauded by the Favourite-Miniſters, who flatter' d the 
King into a belief of ,what Extraordinary Servants he had of 
ſuch Judges; by whoſe Briskneſs not only the Law, but 
the Troubleſome Conſtitution of the Nation it ſelf might 
be -render*d as uſeleſs as Arbitrary: Power cou'd deſire: 
For ff thoſe Laws that ſeem'd to Limit a King, ſhou'd for 
that very reaſon become void in thernſelves, there cou'd be 
| no Law valid, but ſuch as pleas'd the Soveraign: And then all 
| Laws that are paſt, and or thathereafter may be paſt, would 
in Effect. be nothing elſe but proftituted Writings to the 
Will of Princes. And yet no queſtion but - theſe Judges, 
who had thus given up the Laws, or their Countrey into 
be Power of che King, had the Character of being moſt 
Loyal, for thus appearing moſt deſperate; and from the 
Favourites they indeed deſerved it; their Zeal for them, be- 
1s far warmer than for their Countrey 5 involving them 
: in their Fortunes, by Principles as leud as their De. 


- "However it was, the King look'd upon the Opinions of 
theſe Judges as Authentick, and chat he had thereby ſuf- 
ficient Authority to ſelze upon the* Eſtates and Fortunes of 
thoſe Lords that had appear'd moſt Eminently againft his 
Favourites; ind to ſhew- that he was in good Earneft, he 
began to do ſo; and that the Commonwealth might in no 
Tenſe be the better fort, the Eſtates he had thus unjuſtly ſeiz'd, 
he as profuſely ditpoſes among thoſe whom he favour'd ; 
pref uming them convicted Perſons without any further Trial. 
And. as tho' to juſtifie oue Exorbitance, were to commit 
another, he privately raiſes Souldiers, and ſent to ſurprire 
the Earl of Arundel. ee ee eee , 
| be Duke of Glouceſter having an Account of all ' theſe 
5 things, defires the Biſhop of London to fee if he cou'd dif- 
adle the King from ſuch violent Courſes; and to aſſure 
tim that he neves had an undutiful thought againſt him; 
intimating how much more ſafe and Honourable it wou'd 
for che King, not to be led by - falſe Suggeſtions to ſuch 
a fatal Difference with his beſt and greateft Subſects. 
The Biſhop rightly. judging he cou'd neither ſerve his 
| King nor Country better, than by proſecuting ſo good 2a 
work, perferm'd it with that Zeal and Skill, that he 
thought himſelf in 'a fair way to bring the King to a 
1 more happy Temper: Bur the Earl of Fuffolk, who knew 
well enough he cou'd no longer be fate, than while the 
5 King was in Danger, like an untimely Froſt, blaſted the 
budding hopes of the Kings returning” to the Knowledge 
of his true Intereft, and fell upun the - Biſhop with .harſh 
und inſdlent R S for his good Offices: Which ſo 
Exaſperated the good Biſhop, that he undauntedly and bold- 
y told him, That twar ab the Service of bis Prince that 


guided 


bed | a 
| 
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guided Him, but bis own violent Ambition: And that rather | 
than the Lords ſhould not be deſtroy'd, he wou'd involve the Nas 
tion in Ruine; tbat it was eaſie for ſuch, abjact Spirits as his 
to raiſe Tunults, which muſt be Ended by the ruine of the Bra- 
veſt. Nor was be fit 10 grove. Advice, that was- the. — 
Incendiary, and mad: a Party: by: his Condemnazion. © This Speec 
of the Biſhops was ſo much to the Purpoſe, that Saffolk had 
nothing to reply: But the King being angry to ſee his 
be wry roughly dealt with, commanded- the Biſhop out 
of his fight, | N W eie 182 
The Duke of Glouceſter, and the Earls of Arundel, Mar. 
wick; Nottingham and Darby, having had an Account of what 
paſſed and finding the Counſels of the Favourites influenc d 
the King, contrary both to his own and his Peoples good, 
take Arms: Tbe Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Biſhop of Eh, 
then Lord Chancellour, were ſent to the Lords: Who brought 
matters ſo well to bear; that the Lords agreed to appear 
before the King at Veſtminſter, under the Promiſe of Pro- 
tection. But retaining their uſual Jealouſies (for what Truſt 
can be repos d in that Prince who is wholly given up to 
the Conduct of thoſe who are Strangers both to Honour and 
Honeſty ?) they had aſſuxance given em hy the Biſhop of 
Eh, that if there were any Danger deſign'd em, he wou d 
give em Notice; and he kept his Word accordingly; for 
a; little before the Lords were to come, he gave em in- 
telligence of an Ambuſh laid for em in the Mews, to ſeize them 
as they: came in; upon which the Lords forbear coming up. 
The King pretending to wonder why the Lords came | 
( Secretly concealing his knowledge of the Ambuſh that 
was laid) ask'd the Biſkop of Ely what might be the reaſon 
of it? Who boldly anſwer'd him, That the Lords durſt not 
truſt him, and had diſcover'd the Trap laid for em. The _ . 
ſtill pretending ignorance, commanded the Sheriffs to ſe 
the Mews, and to Kill, or carry to Priſon, all they found 
there. But this, inſt-ad of declaring the Kings Sincerity, 
diſcoverd his Hypocriſie; for the Intelligence was True, 
but the Place Miſtaken; for the Ambuſh the Biſhop gave 
em notice of, inſtead of the Mews, was ſecretly laid at 
Wieſtminſter, by Sir Richard Bramber and Sir Thomas Triver; 
who being inform'd of the Diſcovery, ſecretly convey'd a- 
way their Men. | Bot + TS; . . 
The Baſeneſs of this Secret Ambuſh carried ſuch. a Re- 
proach to the Kings Honour along with it, that it was 
not fit the King ſhou'd own any knowledge of it; and 
therefore, after repeated Prote ſtations of the Kings Ignorance 
herein, and new Faith and Security given, the Lords came 
to the King at Weſtminſter; but ſo ſtrongly guarded, as 
plainly enough ſhew'd they had but little Dependance upon 
the Royal Promiſe; and that they came not like Petiti- 
oners, but like Men that wou'd Claim their Right: fad 


, 
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_ accordingly they Challeng'd for Traytors the Duke of „re- 
land, the Earl of Sufolb, the Archbiſhop of Tork, the chief 
| Juſtice Treſtlian, Sic Nicholas Bramber, and ſeveral of a more 
inferious Rank, but of the ſame Stamp. To which the King 
very calmly and ſedately anfwer'd (for now he was not 
Incircled with his flattering Favourites, the place was too 
hot for them > That if all were true they had alledg'd; yet 
they had not taken the proper way to (eek for Juſtice, by 
a ſhew of Rebellion: and give that Opportunity: to the Licen- 
tious Multitude, which might pefhaps prove difficult to 
take again from them. | 


- But while there ſeem'd ſotne. likelihood of Agreement be- 
tween the King and the Lords, and things look'd with a 
kind of calm Face, the Duke of Ireland was gathering Forces, 
not without the Kings Privity; but being met by the Earl 
of Der, was overthrown near Burford: For he that was 
ſo bold in Council, ſhew'd want of Courage in Action; teach- 
ing his Followers by his own Example, to fly away before 


the Fight was ſcarce begun: Among many things of the 


Dukes which were taken, in one of his Trunks there was 
found Letters from the King, to haften his Coming to Lon- 
don with what Power he cou'd make, where the King wou'd 
be ready to ſhare Fortunes with him. This Letter it is pro- 


\_ - hable haften'd the Duke's March up ta London, and there- 


in bafteg'd his own- Fate, (for he never after appear'd Pub- 
Jlickly: ) His Death is variouſly reported: Some ſay that in 
his Flight from the Bruſh ( for it can ſcarce be calld a Battel) 
he had with the Earl of Derhy, he was: forc4 to take a River, 
and in the midſt of the Stream, foriook his Horſe, and ſwam 
to the other ſide; and by the benefit of the Night, eſcap d 
firft into Scotlant, and from thence into Flanders, and fo 
Into France, from whence he never return d. Others ſay, 
that his Horſe, with his Helmet, Gauntlet, and other Habili- 
ments of his, were found by the Banks of the River which he 
took; and from thence conciuded he was drown'd ; and ſome 
- aſfirm not only that they ſaw him die, but undertake . to 
tell the Circumftances thereof. But however he dy'd, it 
ſeems to be as ingloriouſly as he livd; and perhaps it might 
have been well for King Ricbard if he had never been born. 
Upon the News of the Duke of Hreland's Defeat, u 

whoſe Succeſs, the Conſpirarors ( for ſo T call the. Kings Fa- 
vourites, ) had plac d all their hopes; the Earl of Suffy/h fled 
in a diſguiſe to Calice, and never more return c. 
For his ſake it was that all thoſe ſtrange meaſures were ta- 
ken to overturn the Ancient Conſtitution of the Government; 
and indeed u ho can wonder that a Man ready to fink ſnou d 
ſtrive to ſave himſelf by any Expedient whatſoever. But that 
, Which is the greateſt wonder, is, That a Man of ſuch wretched 
Qualifications as our Hiſtorians generally repreſent him, ſhou'd 
ever get the Aſcendant over a Prince, For he was a Man that 
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was profuſe of what he cou d get, and got it willingly by the 
Spoils of others. He uns unfſt- for Peace, ſo tutbuſent was 
nis Nature; and as unfit ſor War, fo deficient in his Courage: 
In Peace too furious, and in War too Calm; never quiet but 
- when afraid; at all other times intemperate; when he was net 
deſigning Miſchief, his Courage fail d him. He never ſcem'd 
Good, but when receſſity hindred him frem appearing Bad: He 
had no fits of a Diſeaſe, his whole Life being but one continu- 

ed habit of Villany. But to proceed, e 
The Chief Juftice Trefl:an fled from this Storm, and the 
King retir'd! to the Tower; while the Lords with à great Ar- 
my March towards London, and ſhew'd themſelves in form cf 
Battel to the King, who lay with his Forces in the Suburbs. 
At firſt, the k ing ſcem'd to flight em, but at laſt condeſcended 
to à Treaty; for which, the Toner was the Place appointed; 
but the Lotds firſt made what ſearch they pleas d, and came 
with ſuch Guards as they ihought fit; Shewing thereby the 
Diſttuſt they had of the King, and the Confidence they had 
in theix dun Power. When tkey came to the King, they plain» 
ly charged him with the Contrivances at Nottingham againſt 
them; and with his Letter to the Duke of Ireland (contrary to 
his word) to raiſe Forces; alſo with the Agreement he had 


made with the French, to. deliver up Cal ce; with other Grie 


vances which the ili Conduct of the Kings Miniſters had plen- 
tifully furniſh'd them with. At theſe Truths, which were rold 
dy them. that now wanted not Power to Revenge, the King 
inſtead of a Defence, made an Acknowledgment, of his Errors; 
uhich wrought ſo upon the Lords; that it produc d the Agree- 
ment of a Meeting at Weſtminſter the next dax. 1 
The Lords were no ſooner gone, but the Kings Flatterers 
chang d his Mind, by telling him, That by his Meeting them, he 
wou'd expoſe his Ferſon to Danger, and his Authority to Dimi- 
nution; as if a fatal Mutability was to purſue him to his end. 
This alteration in the King fais'd the Lords to ſuch a Rage, 
thar they ſent him word, Thar:if he us'd ſuch indirect Courſes, 
they wou'd chuſe a Ne k ing; upon this Ominous Meſſage of 
the Lords, the King not only went, hut ſubmitted tothole he 
had ſo inrag d before, and deliver'd up that Power which he 
was counſelled before not to diminiſh: So that his ill; imd 
Counſellors made that Misfortune ſure, which they ſeem'd cate- 
e N e e e 
Upon this, a Parliament was png call'd, which began 
at Weſtminſter the Third of February, and continu'd to the 
13th of - Fune, which tho a long Seſſions, yet ſeem'd* to have 
Employment enough ; for in a lets ſpace of time ſo much cou d 
hardly have been done, as to merit that Title which it obtain'd, 
viz. The Parliament that wrought Wonders, 
Upon the firſt day of their Meeting, many of the Judges 
were Arreſted as they ſat in their Places; as if they lere 
Sly ok : e thereby 
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thereby to ſhew that no Buſineſs was fit to be proceeded ons 
till Juſtice were done on the Violaters of Juſtice, 
In the beginning of this Parliament alſo were Summon'd 
Robert Vere, Duke of Ireland, Alexander Nevil, Archbiſhop of 
Tor, Michael de la Pool, Earl of Suffolk, Sir Robert Treſe]ian, 
Lord Chief Juſtice of England, and Nicholas Brember, Lord 
Mayor of London: This Brember was often made Mayor of 
London by the King, againſt the Rights and Priviledges of the 
City being found a fitting Tool to work withal in all Ille- 
gal and Arbitrary Ways; ſacrificing the Lives and Eſtates 
"of many Conſiderable Men, to the King's Inelinations and 
Defigns ; and omitted no Severity that cou'd be pradtis'd 
 againft the Freedom and Privileges of the City: (Like 
the great Mouth of the City in the two late Reigns.) Brem- 
ber expected, as a Reward for his Villany, to be made 
Duke of Troy, (the Ancient Name, as ſome will have it, of 
that City.) Theſe were all Summon'd to Anſwer to Articles 
of High Treaſon ; exhibited againſt them by the Duke of 
Glouceſter, and the Earls of Arundel, Derby, and Nottingham: 
But they not appearing, the Parliament condemn'd them 
- \ {1 cps Impriſonment, and all their Eſtates to be For. 
feited. ö 121 In oy ä 
But Trefilian's black Fate inclin d him to ſtay about the City, 
rather then venture being taken by endeavouring to eſcape be- 
yond Sea; hoping a poor Habit, and a long- Beard, would con- 
cCeal him; under which Diſguiſe he kept himſelf for ſome time 
in an Apothecary's Houſe in Veſtminſter; but being betray'd 
by a Servant of his own, (who it ſeems made good the pro- 
verb, Like Maſter, like Man; for they were both Rogues) he 
was taken the 19th of February, and brought before the Par- 
liament about Eleven of the Clock; and the ſame Day in the 
Afternoon was drawn from the Tower of London to burn, and 
there ( as ſome tel) us) his Throat was cut; an Execution that 
ms very ſtrange, unleſs (ſays a late Author) it was jo or- 
dered be fhould die the reſembling Death of 4 Beuſęt. 
The next Day Bramber was Hang'd and Quarter'd at Tyburn, 
and thereby receiy d a more juſt Reward: than that which he 
defign'd himſelf for all his Villanies. And yet neither his nor Tre- 
filian's ignominious Deaths, cch d deter others in our late times, 
from being wretched Copies ot ſuch miſerable Origitals. 
Aſter theſe Executions, and ſeveral others, were over, 
things were as it were, to take a new Birth; and -accorditigly, 
the King renew 'd his Coronation Oath; atid the Lords ſwore 
Homage and Fealty to him a new; as if he bit then began to 
de a King. and they to be his Subjects. And indeed, their for- 
wer Conditions were rather Tyrant and Slave, than King and 
e; Nor for all this ſeeming &greement, was the King any 
more inclin'd to keep this New Coronation-Oath,* than that 


Which he had ſo often broken before; as à little time will more 


fully make appear. For within little more than a year after 


ths; 
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this, the King grew to he One am Twenty; and the firſt thin 
/ He did to let 15 Subjects know that he was ſo, was the tak — 


the Great Seal from the Biſhop af Ely, (as if he remembred 


he had been ſo bold as to tell him the Truth) and gave it ta 


William of Wickham, Biſhop of Vincheſter; he alſo diſplaced 
others, and ſuſpended the Duke of Glouceſter and the Earl of 


"Warwick from the Privy Council; as if he thought his thus 
Hing, was the beſt way of taking Livery and Seizin of his 
New Power. 1 | 


And now the Tide of Power was turn'd again to the King, 
who ſtill continued to follow thoſe Advices which had brought 


him ſo much hazard before. And the Intereſt and Opinion 
which the French had raisd themſelves into, began in all things 
evidently to increaſe; to which Nation he had too great a 
kindnefs before, had not the Duke of Glourefler and the Arch» 
biſhop of Canterbury formerly temper'd the king with their 
calm and ſure Reaſons, when being enrag'd againſt the Lords, 
he ſwore, as is mention d elſewhere, He would more willingly ſub- 
mit to and rely on the Protection of France, iban thus to be made ſer- 
vile to thoſe be ought to command. 0 ig its ad 
It was about this time that Guido, Earl of St,. Paul, was ſent 
by Charles the French King, to Viſit and Complement King 
| Richard and his Queen; the Earl. according to the ready con- 
fidence of the French, preſently became a Counſellor; For the 
King in Diſcourſe with him, having complain d of his Unkle 
the Duke of Ghuceſter, and in particular that he did pa- 
_ fionately endeavour to diſturb the Peace between England and 
Frame; the Earl preſently gave Sentence againſt the Duke, and 
told the K ing plainly, He was not fit to live: For where a Subject 
was grown fo great, a Prince was no longer ſafe; and that if 
he meant to ſecure himſelf againſt Dangers, the ſureſt way 
was to deſtroy them from whom it might come ſo eaſily. This 


' ey bad Advice to King Richard, who was already too much 
cu 


pon Revenge: For it blew his Anger into a Flame; and he 
began to 8 to ſome of his great Men the Diſpleaſure he 
had againſt t 


little to calm, till he was again ſet on by other fatal Counſel- 
lors: For being afterwdfds ſtirr d up by the Advices of the 


Earl of Huntingdos and Nortingbam, to contrive the Deſtructi- 


on of the Duke of Glouceſter, againſt whom they knew he had 
Malice in his heart; he took this barbarous way of Are 
it: The Duke of Glouceſter was then at his Houſe at Plate 
in Eſſex, whither the King and the Earl of Nottingham rid to- 

gether, as tho they had gone on hunting: When they wete 
la the Forreſt, the Earl with a Company of Armed Men, ſtayd 
there in a Private Place; whilſt the the King with a (mall and 

unſuſpected Train, came to Plaſbey where he was by the Duke 


very kindly Entertain'd and Nohly Treated; and the Duke 


5 


Wanted upon the King to hring him going, diſcourſing . 


a e Duke of Glouceſter: But finding em all to have 
a high Opinion of the Dukes Honour and: Vertue; he began a2 


— 
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larly together as they went; ut as they came near the Earls 
| Secret Ambuſcade, the King on a ſudden ſet Spurs to his Horſe, 
and rid away; which whilſt. the Duke was wondering at, he 
was ſuddenly ſeiz d by the Earls Company, and being blindfol- 
ded by em, was hurry'd away to the Thames, and in a Veſſel 

repared for that purpoſe, he was carry'd to Calice, and there 
don after ſtranaled; the guilt of whole innocent Blood, ag- 
gravated through the baſe and tieacherous vay by which his 
Death was effected, Cried; ſo loud, that it fell at Jaſt with 
direful Vengeance on King Richard's Head; who by his Unkle's 


Murder made way for bis own. 


But this is not all the inhoſpitable Tragedies King Richard 
was to act; for ſeeing Treachery ſo proſperous, he was reloly'd 
to priQtice it again: And therefore the next Day, the King in- 
vited-the Earl of Warwick to Dinner, and in the midſt ot his 
ſeeming Love and Kindneſs ſends him to Prifon; and in like 
manner allo Entrapp'd. the Earl of Arundel and his Son. But 
the King, to prevent all Diſcontents in the People, ( whoſe, Fa- 
vourites—thele Lords, were) publickly declared that they were 
not apprehended upon any former Diſpleaſures; but for New 
Crimes which ſhou'd be charg'd upon hem. 

Then the Kings calls a Parliament at Weſimiafler, which he- 
gan about the middle of September, the Deſign of the Seſſion 
Was opened by the Biſhop of Exerer, Lord Chancellour, who 


declar'd that the Power of the King was Ablolute and Perfect: 


and that thoſe who went about to leſſen or deny it, were wor- 
thy to ſuffer by that Law. which was ſolely in the Kings Power. 
And to make theſe. Opinions hold the Teſt, the King had 
brought thoſe Arguments which were bnly;-proper to ſupport 
em ; which was a guard of Cheſhire Men, that were the moſt 
Eminent for Looſnels, and about 4000 Archers, which he had 
order d to be drawn up about the Parliament / Houſe, with 


Bous ready bent; which were ready to confirm the Chancel-. 


| lours Declaration, That the King deſign d his Power ſhou'd 
appear above the Law. And that every thing might be ſuitable 


3 carry on this Arbitrary Deſign, (Which had been a conſider- 


able time ſecretly a hatching) there appear d new Miniſters to 
manage in the Houle of Commons, -whoſe Repitations were 
as infamous as their Deſigns were Black: Of this Number 
were Sir Jobn Bar got and Sir Henry Green; and of the fame 


Stamp was Sir John Buſby , who was made their Speaker: 


Theſe were che Men that manag d Buſineſs within the Houſe; 


who vere well back'd by the Kings Archers without; Or elfe 


_ They never wou d have Voted, That any one that.ſbou'd be convifted 
of Orpoſing the Kings Power and Regality, ſhow'd [uſfer at 4 Trai- 
tor. But the Power of the Guards and Archers, ſo prevail'd 


2 


upon the - terriiy'd Hou of Commons, chat they undid all 


that the Great Parliament that wrought Wonders had formerly 
done,; and made thoſe the beſt Subjects that were then con- 


dema'd for Traitors: And condemn'd thoſe that appetit f 


Nef 


* 
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 chicfly init. And tho the Earl of Nirringbem, 10 whoſe Cu- 
| Hody the Duke of Glouceſter was committed, gave an Account | 
that he was Dead, (that is, was murder'd ) yet ſuch was the 
fawning Zeal of this Parliament, that he muſt notwithſtand- 
ing have the Tag Sentence pronounc'd againſt him, as the " 
Earl of = I receiv*d upon his Tryal, who was beheaded af- EI 
ter it. As if by their Servile Flattery, t ey ſeem d to be trou- 
bled that the Duke's being already Murther'd, prevented them 
of their Deſign of murtbering him themſelyes. 
The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who among, others was im- 
peach d for being a Streauous flexor of Publick Liberty, but 
called Treaſon ) by Sir Fohn Buſhy their Speaker, in the Name 
of the Houſe of Comnions, was Baniſfd. . After which it 
was ordain'd, that the Lords Spiritual and Temporal ſhou'd 
take their Oaths, That they wou'd ftritly obſerve all things 
that had been Enacted by this Parliament: And-the Prelates 
were to thunder out their Sentences againft any that diſſented 


— 
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The Earl of Warwick was then Arraign'd ; but ſhew'd not 
the Noble and Clear Spirit of the Earl of Arundel, who in the 
midſt of his Tryal gave the Earl of Derby the "os (when he 
cCharg d him with Words ſpoken to him) and deſpis d any other 
. 23 fave his Life, but by his own Innqcencf: Whereas on g 
the contrary, the Earl of Warwick, us d riothing but a trembling 
and fearful Submiſſion, throwing himſelf upon the King's Mer- 
cy; and by that meaner way, prevented indeed the Sentence of 
Death; but cou'd not avoid that more Cruel one, of Perpetual 


De d 
Tubus the Deſigns of Arbittary Power ſeem'd now to have 
obtain d a proſperous Effect; which might probably raile in the. 
| King a Confidence that he was in the full Poſſeſſion of Mens 
Lives and Fortunes,ſceing what Haſte they made to meet their 

don Slavery; and there is no doubt but the Experiment, that 

Terror cou d {6 far prevail on the Minds of Men, and the cruel 
Succeſs of Force and Violence, furniſh'd thoſe new) Upſtart Mi- 
a Arguments ſufficient to confirm in the King's eane. 


| Mind that Treacherous Opinion, That he was more ſafe by ; 
| Cepeith, than gentle Means; and far better ſeeur d by Fear 
8 than Love, Nor indeed were other Counſels to be expected 


from ſuch Men, equally low and mean in their Minds and Ex- 
tractions; who were more Greedy from Poverty, atid Ambi- 
tious from Pride; neither by their Minds nor Fortunes endu dd ; 
> with Principles of Honour. Power was their Juſtice, Violence EL 
{ their Prudence, and Opportunity their Providence... 
. The King was now fully poſſeſs d that he was in a Condition 
j to dipoſe as he pleas'd of thoſe that durſt diſlike his Actions; 
1 and that his Will might now be-one the Law. But che pre- | ; 
7 | ſent Proſpect of things too often d: ceives thoſe that ate wil ing 2 
- to believe the Whiſpers of their own Inclinations3 Who becauſe = 
, they ſee nothing at preletit ſpringing we forget chat the Root 
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grow undiſcern'd *' For the King thinking every Cloud diſpers dl, || a 
1 thoſe Fatal Ways that Miſtaken Flattery cou'd guide 3 
1 Bat ſee the Uncertainty of Humane Glory! The KK ing ha- fr 
ving finifh'a the great Work of his Uſurpation on the Laws I] 
ad Liberties of his People, an unexpected Blow from that in- C 
viſthle Hand that turns ahqut the great Wheel of Cauſes, broke Pe 
the whole Frame of his Propction in pieces; and inſtead of 
making himſelf an abſolute Prince, he was abſolutely depriy'd ur 
both of his Crown, his Kingdom, and his Life to boot: And th 
an unforeſeen Particular Aceident made way for a General Re- m1 
volurico. * Some write, (tho' T believe them in the Wrong) lo 
that the Duke of Hereford aceus'd the Duke ot Norfolk of Words Hi 
_ ſpoken to the Diſhonour of the King: But it is much more pro-: ſtr 
bable to believe (the Circumſtances of thoſe great Men in rela- ne 
4 tion to the Court conſider d) that the thing was thus: The. de 
Duke of Herford one Day diſcoutſing with the Duke of Nor- ſth 
folk, coniplain'd how much the King was milguided by mean w 
and baſe Counſellours; ſuch as fought their 'own Private Iute- Pa 
reſt, and not the Puplick Good; and fear d, that the K iag fol - up 
lowing ſuch Countels, wou'd fo loſe the Hearts of his People, Oe 
that it might Woe Dangerous to him: Afﬀuring him, that no Les 
private Diſpleaſure urg'd him to ſay this, but meerly his Love fe 
to his pan Country; and therefore deſir'd the Duke, be- By 
ing one of the King's Cabinet Counſel, to lay theſe things be - wh 
fore him, Which might be of ill Conſequente, if continu'd, off 
The Dyke of Nrfo!t ſcem'd not to diffike what had been ſaid, go! 
but ſo repreſented it to the King, that he turn'd it rather to not 
an Accuſation than Coun el, having ſecret Malice in his Heart. ußpe 
The king cou'd not endure to hear unpleaſant Truths; ang 
looking then upon himſelf as above all Controul from any one; Wa. 
did therefore ſo reſent this Boldneſs of the Duke of Hereferd, wh 
that he ſummon d him to anſwer it before the Council: Where For 
the Duke vf Norfolk confitm'd his Information, which was de- we 
ny id by che Duke of Hereford; who yet own' d all he had ſaid, Tre] 
and ſhew'4after hat manner it was ſpoken. But the Duke of and 
Norfolk maintaining the Accuſation, the Combate was de- to: 
- manded; and confented- to, and the Day appoimed by the Ter 
. King 5 whick being come, both Dukes appear d Armd: And be 
, being juſt ready to Engage, they were ftopp'd by the King, tre 
. aud Baniſhment pronounc'd: againſt them both, ; the Duke of ſort 
Norfolk, who brought theſe” Matters upon the Publick Stage, late 
„yd pon aſter at Venice : Having enjoy 'd no ſueh Benefit as ic is 0 
to be preſum d he expected, from thoſe precipitate Violences abe 
which ke engaged himſelf in. The Duke of Hereford went an 
over toCalite, and from thence to the French King's Court; tun. 
1 Where he had not been long, before his Father, Fobn of Gaunt, Mac 
ow Duke of Lancaſter, died; by which means Hem) Duke of He- _s 
reford became Duke of Larcaſter: But he being then in Exile, ed 
the King, in his deceivd Opinion of Power and Security, tae 
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acted by the moſt probable Means to ſhake: bothy; feizing all 
the Duke's new deſcended Eſtate into his own Hands, and en- 
deavourd to make his Baniſhment perpetual. . No Motive 
from right Reaſon con'dl urge the King to ſuch an imprudent © 
Injaſtice : For he hereby enrag'd a Perſon thit cou'd only be a 
Conſiderable Enemy : His Popularity gave him an Intereſt in 
power; and his D2ſcent from a. King, the Pretence to uſe it. 
Whilſt the King giving up himſelf unto Effeminacy':and Lux- 
ury, depreſs'd all Perſons: of either Courage or Honour: 8 
that a Valiant Man was counted dangerous, and a Wiſe Man 
mutinous : And; every one ſaw. twas eaſier to proſper by fol- | 
lowing their Prince's Humour, than to purſue his Intereſt and 
Honour. And at this time, without any Puhlick Occaſien, 
ſtrange and unheard-of Ways were made uſe of to levy. Mo- 
ney ; Comm iſſioners were ſent to alt Sheriffs and Corporations, 
decla. ing the King's High Diſpleaſure for the Kindheis they te- 
ſtify'd to the Dike of Glouceſter, and the Fark of Arundel and. 
wick: And for this Affect:on ſhew'd to the King's Enemies, the 
Pardons were to be obtain'd by heavy Fines, or other Taxes laid 
upon them. The Commons were bound, by neu- invented 
Oaths, to perform what they engag d to, and Blank Charters-- 
geabd and Deliver'd to the King's Uſe, whereby their Liber- 
ties might be as well taken awayr as their Properties had been. 
By ſuch: Counſels as theſe, the Subjects were turn d to Slaves : 
who therefore only waited for the firſt Opportunity to ſhake 
off their Fetters: The king in the mean time believing be 
govern d moſt, when he had none to govern: For Slaves are 
not in the Buſineſs of Mankind; their Thoughts are only fix d 
uponc Revenge and Freu. 
The firſt Occaſion that prov'd-what I have ſaid to be true, 
was a Rebellion that broke out in ſreland; the Opportunity of 
uhich Diverſion favour'd the Earl of Northumberland to gather 
Forces in the North. And others of the Nobility and People. 
weary of their Oppreſſiions reſaly'd (whilſt the King was in 
leland, to ſuppreſs that Rebellion) to attempt ſome Relief; 
; and fix d upon the Duke of Hereford as the proper Inſtrument 
| to act by: The King's going about to make his Bapiſhment 
Perpetual, being thus made the Cauſe of that Miſchief which 
he deſign d to prevent by it. The Duke now became the Cen- 
tre to Which all other Diſcontents tended; to whom re- 
ſorted many of his former Friends, and others whom their 
late Oppreſſions had now made ſ 0000. 
Among theſe, the Archbiſhop of Centerbuy was the Chief: 
who in à Speech to the Duke of Herefurd, laid open their Grie- 
vances and Deſires; ſummiag up all the Miſthiefs aud Misfor- 
tanes of an unſteady Government; how Cong we were 
made Abroad; and how heavily Oppreſs d at e; moſt of 
the Nobility being deſtroy d, and the whole Commonalty wa- 
ted : Concluding with earneſtly implocing the Duke to pity _ 
ike Oppreſſion of his Countrey, and to Encourage” thoſe who 
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were ready ro redeem themſelves from Slavery, under his Auſpi- 
cious Valour and Conduct. JFC 
The Duke of Lancaſter needed not the Foree of Eloquence to 
perſwade him: The Loſs of his Unkle, his own Baniſhment, and 
the Impriſonment of his Children, together with the King's 
late unjuſt Seizure of his Dutchy of Lancaſter, were too Power- 
ful Motives not to let him make uſe of! any Opportunity he 
ccu'd lay hold on to Revenge all his Wrongs. And what cou'd 
excite him more, than by one way at once to gratifie both his 
Ambition and Revenge ? et 

The Duke having revolv'd in his Mind what the Archbiſhop 
had ſaid, and conſider d theFendency of the Peoples Affections to 
a Change, being weary'd with Oppreſſion; he at haſt reſolv'd 
to land with a fmall Force in York ſhire ; giving out, That he 
came only to recover his Inheritance; and quickly found his 
utmoſt ExpeCtations anſwer d. Many of the Nobility came 
in to him; ſo that his ſmall Troop was preſently inercas d in- 
to an Army: And the Multitudes that in all Places appear in 
his Cauſe, ſhewid what Foundations a Tyrant had laid for his 
own Ruine; by depending on thofe little Accidents that gave 


him an Opportunity to ule an unjuſt and fhort- liv d Power. 


The Duke finding every thing ſucceſsful, even beyond his 
Hopes, purſu d that Fortune which ſo proſperoully invited him, 
and haſted with his ſtill · increaſing Forces to London; where he 
found a Reception ſuitable to the Joy that diſcontented People 
ſhew in Alterations: He was receiv'd in Triumph, without Vi- 


Cory, and with all the Teſtimonies of Zeal and Duty which 


FlatteringCrowds cou d pay their Lauful Sovereign: Pageants and 
Rich Preſents entertain'd him; and all the extravagant Praiſes 


that cou d be invented; and as many contumelious Reproaches 


every. here heap d upon their late King : All Teſtimonies of 
Allegiance ſeem d loſt; the modeſt Mask was taken off, and 
War proclaim d againſt King Richard and his Adherents. 

Ihe Duke of 7, in the mean time, try'd to raiſe Forces; 
but found a general Reſolution in all People not to be Enemies 
to the Nuke of Lancaſler. The Favourites, that were active 
and bold in Proſperity, ſhew'd; that neither their Skill nor their 
Dean to ſtruggle with Ditficulties ; nor had they either In- 
tereſt or Reputation, if they had attempted it: They were al- 
ways a dead Weight upon their Prince; and, like the Nature 

ot it, hung heavieſt. upon weak Conditions. Buſhey and Green 
were purſu d to Briſtol, and there taken; a fatal Place to haſty 
Favgurites: Bayger eſcap'd into Felund, and ſav'd himſelf from 
preſent Execution; but the Lord Scroop (Lord Treaſurer ) with 
Buſbey and Green, that were taken; loſt their Heads. 12 

King Kiebard-was at this Time in Ireland, (as we have ſaid 
before) Where the News came to him of the Duke's Landing 
in Exgland, and his fucceſsful Proceedings. The News in- 
erg as d by carrying, and every Circumſtance grew inlarg d: S0 


cer 


hat it appear d che blackeſt and moſt portentous Storm that 
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ever gather'd in the full Sun-ſhine of a Prince; which yet his 
Favourites aſſur d him cou'd be ſubject to no Eclipſe. But the 
Contrary appear'd to this unfortunate King, who. was then en- 
gag d in Troubles in /reland; and chinking fl the beft way was 
to make amends for one Injury, by. committing a greater, he 
impriſons the Sons of the Duke, of Lancaſter, and late Duke of 
Glouceſter, in Trim-Caſile ; and took with him the Dukes of 
Surrey, Aumarle, and Exeter, with the Biſhops of London, Lin- 
coln; and Carliſle. 3 3 
The Earl of Salisbury was ſent before to raiſe an Army in 
Cornwal; in which he ſucceeded, tho to ne Purpoſe; for the 
King failing to come within the Time he promis d, they were 
thereby diſcourag'd,' and ſo disbanded, and went home again. 
Soon after this, the King landed in Wales, where finding how 


the Stream was turn'd againſt him, he perceiy'd too ſoon he 


had ftaid too late: For every Place of Strength ſubmitting to 
the Duke of. Lancaſter, he knew not what Courſe. to ſteer, but 
wander'd to Conway · Caſile; where the Earl of "Worceſter, Stew- 
ard of the King's Houſhold, (as if now he had found a fitting 
Opportunity to be even with the King for Proclaiming his Bro- 
ther, the Earl of Northumberland, a Traitor) broke his Staff of 
Office openly, and then went avowedly to the Duke, _ £o that 
now King Richard had Time, as well as Reaſon, to reflect upon 
thoſe dangerous Paths he had been treading in; and might eaſi- 
Iy be convinc'd, that the juſt Limits within a Nation's Confti- 
tution, are much more Safe, as well as Glorious. 

But King Kicbard had ſo accuſtom'd himſelf. to precipitate 
and indirect Counſels, that they were hecome Natural to him; 


and therefore it was that he pull'd down upon himſelf, with 


his own Hands, that Ruine and Deſtruction, which had other- 


uiſe not fallen ſo ſuddenly upon him: And one way by which 


he did this, was his diſcharging his Army, rather than bravely 
uſing of them; as if he beſiev d it impoſlible to recover Power 
Nou, ſince he had us'd it ſo ill Before. rg 


The next thing he ſhou'd haye done, ( when he perceiv'd it 


was impoſſible to ſtem the preſent Stream) ſhould have been to 


have retir'd till a better Occaſion offer d: For he that gains 
Time, gains all: And therefore that Man was without doubt 
in the right of it, who being condemn'd in a Capital Caſe, of. 
ſer d (if his Life might be ſav'd) in Seven Years time to 
make the King's Lyon ipeak as good Engliſh as any of the King's 
Courtiers, or elſe he wou'd be willing to ſuffer whatever Death 
ſhould be iaflicted upon bim; which Terms were accepted: 
Upon which, a Friend of the Condemn'd Gentleman, who had 


heard of his Extravagant Propoſal, went to him, and ask d 


him, If he knew what he had done? Tec, very well, ſays the 
Condemn'd Perſon, very well; for I have gotten Jime, and in that 
I have got all: For if in Seven Tears time, neither the King dies, 


mor 1 die, I am reſolv d the Lion ſhall die; and either of theſe Three 
quits me, Juſt ſo twas in this Cale , had Richard but with» 
— | 4 ys N E Nen ya 3 1 L drew 
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drew himſelf for a time, till the firſt Ferment of the People 
was over , he might perhaps have hop'd as much as the Duke 
of Lancafter then tound. . e Ne * 
But, alas! how wretched a thing is it, to have the Guilt of 
al thoſe Black nefandous Crimes he had been guilty of, through- 
out the whole Courſe of his Reign, at once ſtaring him in the 
Face! To ſee his Unkle Glouceſter's pale meager Ghoſt upbraid- 
ing him with a moſt foul and.moſt unnatural Murder; commit - 
red ata time when he was entertain'd by him with all the Love 
and Duty that a kind hoſpitable Kinſman cou'd expreſs! No 
dont the Guilt of this, and many ' other bare-fac'd and aggra- 
vated Murders, lay on King Richard with fo great a Weight, as 
_ muſt needs diſcompoſe his Mind, and make him uhreſolv'd 
3 % we a an 
_ __ Whilſt King Richard was thus heſitating about what he ſhou'd 
do, the Duke of Lamaſter ſent the Earl of Noribumberland to 
aſſure him of his Faith and Homage, upon Condition he wou d 
call a Free Parliament, and there permit Juſtice to be done un- 
to him: And here Fortune ſeem'd to give him one Stand 
more; which if he had made uſe of, he might have probably 
recover'd himſelf. But this was but (as the wiſeſt of Kings 
has phras d it ) like 4 Price put into the Hands of a Fool, that had 
no Heart to'uſe1t ; forinftead of ſending back an Anſwer wor- 
thy the Dignity of a King, he did what was indeed unworthy 
of a Private Man, begging of the Earl to interpoſe with the 
Duke for him, that he might only have an Honourable Al. 
|  Jowance to lead a Private Life: Thus Depoſing himſelf unex- 
pectedly, before the Duke cou d have the Time and Opportu. 
Lek tho”, perhaps he might have the Thou, ht, to do it pri- 
JJ oe REIT as 
e rapid Motion of the King towards his own Deſtruction, 
did not à little ſurp ize the Duke, who when he heard it, was 
jea cus of ſome double. dealing; and therefore, when he met 
the King at Flim-Caſtle, he ſfeem'd to pay him all the Reve- 
rence due to a King, treating bim with all imaginable Reſpett, 
till they artiv'd at- London; telling the King, he only acted 
uhbat he had done, for the Reformation of the Government, 
and for the E ecovery of his Eftate and Poſſeſſions. | 
When they were come to London, under Pretence of Secu- 
ring the Perion'of the King from the Inſults of the Mob, he 
loc d him in the Tower, where he made him the Inſtrument 
of his on Peſtruction, by calling a Parliament, that had no 
5 pt Bukneſs” but to arraign his Goverment and impeach 
Ide Duke of Tort, that had been intruſted with the Go- 
verument, during the King's Abſence in Ireland, had play d his 
_ Cards fo well, that he was now become the Dake of Lan- 
Alis Chief Countllor ; advifiog luch things againſt the Ol! 
F ing, as might mof confirm the Dake in the Opinion of his 
Nes Lojalty: For he adrivd, that King Richard fhon'! be 
his: ih e preſod 


4 
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= Lancaſter, purſu d its violent Cc 
i ; Of Law and: Juſtice. | 


ſembled in the Tower, King Richard was brought gut in 
Kingly Ornaments, that he might have ſome Enſigns of Glory 


unpreſidented Action of his Life: Telling t 

with the greateſt Calmnels, in this rather Hurricane, than 

Storm of Fortune, That be gone 10 acknowledge thoſe Errors thas 
0 


| inthe following Arncles exhibited again 


. Imprimis, Tiba he mend agg permit the ſajd Duke, of Here- 
war ſo much wronged for his good Advice and Counſel, 


| bouching tbe King's Government ) 1 fits the e 
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pos d. This Advice was preſently purſu'd, and the King 


ſieem'd as readily to yield, as the Duke did  ambitiouſly de- 
fire it. This Reſignation. was ſolemnly made the Day before 
the Meeting of the Parliament.: And yet that Parliament was 
do fit, tho the King was to be no longer a King, in whoſe 
Name it way call'd. This was certainly.a wrong Step; for if 
there was any Virtue in the Reſignation, the Parliamegt.muft 


have been Diſſolv'd by Conſequence: But the Stateſmen. of 


that Age took no notice of it: and the Proverb tell; us, 4 Blot 


m Blot, rill tis hit. For as King Richard's Conduct was diffe- 
rent from all the Methads of Law and Kight; oP. the 
haſty. flattering Zeal that was now to be ſhewn to the Duke of 


* 


1 


Ther 
ninge and Markham. Theſe Commitſhoners being formally: * 
the 


formally to reſign. In this Condition he was Plac'd in a Chair 
af State, in this laſt Moment of his Royalty appeariag moſt 
like a King; ſhewing no Diſorder. of Mind in this great and 

Telin the Commiſſioners, 


bis Youth had made ill Counjeltors capable „f imprinting in Him; and 


that be was. only troubl-d tb at he had not Time allow'd to rep tir thoſe 


mur ies he had done the Nation ; knowing now, from 4 ble Sight, 
that he wus both. willing and cage of performing ſo happy an A. 


tion: For the be. once was per ſmaded be was fhor at through. his 


urſe through all the Obſtagies 


. _ There were ſeveral Perſons commiſſion'd to receive his Re- 
| ſignation; among whom were Lords, Clergy- men, and Law Dy 
vers: Of the latter LN were the two Chief Juſtices, Ther. 
e 


wounded Miniſters yet te nom em that iwas from ibem be receivd 


dom, thango. Engage ir in Blood and Confuſion ; Deſiring only 10 En. 
joy: that Pence which. he had merited in Preſ ruing it for others : 


ud that be was as willing to reſign bis Crown to the Duke of 


Tancaſter, ar. be percets'd they were willing to receive it from 


„ . d 2 Ry” Toe | 
. © After this, he read the Inftrument that was prepar d for 
him, and made two Biſhops his Attorneys, to declare that his 


Reſignation in Parliament: Which was done the Day after, 


to juſtiñe this Reſignation of the King, by a. heavy Charge, 
Em Op 


- 


5 


bis Mounds: Concluding, Iba be rather cboſe the Loſing of a Ki- 
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falſlz-accuſing Thomas Mowbray Duke of Norfolk, and yet baniſhed 
him unjuſily for Six Tears, "© e 
H. Item, That albeit under the Great Seal of bis Kingdom he 
had Licenſe.! the ſaid Duke of Hereford, at his Departure out of 
England, to make his Attorney to proceed for him in bis Cauſes of 
| Law; per (being gone) the Xing wonld not permit any Man 49 deal 
* _ Jor him mhis Abſence. © E. ia To 3 ot INS 
III. Item, That very unc haritably be prohibited all his Nobility, 
and all uhbers, to be Suitors unto him fir the ſuid Duke of Here- 
ford's Returr from his unjuſt Baniſhment, upon the Forſeiture of their 
| Lives and Goods, | _ >. Et, 3 
' IV. Item, That after the Death of John of Gaunt, the Xing's 
Unkle, Father to the ſaid Duke, and Dube of Lancaſter, be bad 
wrongfully ſeized imo hir Hands all bis Moveables- whatſoever, and 
bad divided and ſhared them among his praceleſs and wicked Counſel- 
Jors ; and had alſo ( by like Injuſtice) ſeiged all tbe Pofſeſſions of the 
\ ſaid Dutchy of Lancaſter, ( which rightfully did belong to the ſaid 
Duke of Hereford |) into his own Hands, and kept the Profits there- = 
WO ke . 7... TY 
Vi. Item, That Tolourably, as 4 good Friend to Thomas Arundel 
Arc hbiſbop o Canterbury, (wbo was falſly accuſed of High Treaſon 
to the King, as be ſate next to bim in the Higher Houſe of Parlia- 
ment) he perſwaded tbe Archbiſhop to make no Anſwer at all in De- 
Jence of tbe ſaid Accuſation, nor repair any more to the ſame Houſe ; 
proteſting, That neither the ſaid Accuſation, nor bis Silence, nor his 
Abſence, ſhonld be hurtful or prejudicial unto him, and yet baniſhed 
4 him out of the Realm, not having examined the ſaid ſurmiſed Trea: 
FLY n. 5 8 5 e . 1 
VI. Item, That whereas his Chancellor Ead refuſed ( in an un- 
 _ Juſt Matter) to 455 4 Probibition under the Great Seal of Eng- 
land; tbe Xing kl , tp pervert the due Courſe of Fuſtice and 
Right, granted the ſaid Prohibition under his Privy-Seal, and ſtreight- 14 


iy required that it ſtould be executed and obeyed. © 


VII. Item, That moſt unnarurally and cruelly he had procured Tho- KM _ 
mas Mowbray to ſmother 10 Death, betwixt two Feather bed the a 
King's maſt Noble and Renowned Winkle Thomas ef Woodftock, WM 
Duke of Glouceſter, when wrongfully, and 'withour any good Cauſe, 78 


be was 4 Priſoner at Callice; and afterwards dignified.the ſaid Mur- 

| .  dever, firſt, with the Earldom of Nottingham, 1ben with the Of- 15 
* *. Fre of the Marſhal General of England; and laſt of all, made bim | 
IP Dude of Noriolk, be being altogether unwirthy' of ſo great Ho- 

bp: r n , is v1. 87 | 
VII. Item, Thar the King, to further his laſt Expedition for 
Treland, without Lam, and without Fuflice, took from the Clerey, Mi 
and many Religious Houſes, great Store of Money, Plate, Fewels, 3 
and Rich Ornaments, not having the Owners Conſent ſo to do. * 


IX. Item, That in the jame Fourney, without the Approbation of ! 
WO bis Council of State, be carried with bim imo Ire land the Plate and FP 


Leb Jewels belonging to the Crown, which might have tended to the 


great Impoveriſpmem of this Kealm, © | 
TT nn ooh * lem, 


X. Item, Ae Shire he had Secret Intelligencers, ' upon 
whoſe bare Information that any Man had repmed at the King's bad | 
' Government, the Party ſo accuſed ( without Examination or Trial) 
2 enforced to procure his Pardon by the Payment of a grievous 
XI. Item, That by the lewd Advice of bis wicked Counſellors, he 
bad deviſed mam ſubtile and crafty Oaths, by means whereof many of 
his boneſt Subjects bad been undone, + | 80 
XII. Item, Thar by the lige Advice and Counſel be had procured 
Ruffians and deſperate Companions 20 accuſe Rich (but Weak ) Men 
ef ſundry falſiy ſuppoſed Crimes, and imiagin?d Offences, and by 
means thereof enſorced them to redeem the Combate with mach 


/ fue HE . Friale 3% tots 
XlIII. Item, Tber be gave large Gifts unto wicked and leud Com- 
' Ppanions, who gry of (to advance their own Eflates.) animated 
bum againſt divers of bis Barons, who only defired a good Reformation = 
of bis evil Government; and in poſed divers Taxes-upon bis People, - 
Ex. -- 10 en ich tbem. P Bo Is 0 N Nn ed 6 4 ; 
XIV. Item, That he bad procired ſuch Records 10 be cancelled; and © 
. imbexeled, as teftified his Extortions, and bis Oppreſſidus unjuſtly im- 
XV. Item, That he, had oftemimes ſaid, That the Laws of | bis 
Kingdom were in bis amn Breaſt ; and that (upon this Opinion) be 
had put to Death many of his Noblemen, and ſame of bis inferior 
Fuba, W můãgmęꝶ , 5s rote 3 ET 
; XVI. Item, That moſt of bis Writings and Letters unt Foreign 
Princes and Eflates were fo crafty, ambiguous, doubt ful, and uncer- 
tain, that they could un rely confidently upon any thing which he bad 
written. Rye ES tt 4: 4; 7 . 1 Ne 
XVII. Item, That in his Parliament holden in the One and ten- 
ꝛieth Tear of bis Reign, his Cheſhire Guard ( who only were permit- 
ed and ſuſſered 19 wear Weapons) committed many Robberies and 
Murders, and yet none of them was puniſhed or reproved for the 


. ſame. dA 2 $2. 8 ; 
| bh XVIII. Item, That (to inſinuate Favour with thoſe looſe and lewd 
, WM Companions) tbe King had baſely and fondly diſhonoured his high 
' Eſtate and Soveraigmy, by entitling himſelf Prince of Cheſhire. | 
a IX. Item, That whereas in the The Parliamem ſundry great Lords 
2 


— 


intended liberally and dutifully to have ſpoken of "ſuch things as were 
not well ordered, to the end they might have been reformed ; the King 
in ſuch ſort threatned them, that for fear of enſuing Dangers, they 
' beld themſelves ſilent, and ſpake not at all. | | 


„ XX. Item, That be exalted great Fines from the Wealthieft of bis 
„ Subjeds, for adbering to the Barons, notwichllanding that in fu 
5 Parliament be bad before 2 them bis free Pardon. bs 
VXXI. Item, That by himſelf and bis own Authority, he bad dif- 
1 placed ſeveral Burgeſſes of Parliament, and had placed ſuch other in 


d | their rooms as would better fit and ſerve his own Turn.  _ 
e XXII. Item, That»comrary to his Solemn Oath and Inflrument in 
writing, under the Great Seal of bis Kingdom, he bad not only 1 
e I ns We kf 2 Oe n 
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lowed the Commiſſim granted in the ſame Parliamem to the Thirteen 
Lords 10 enquire of, and to reform” the greur Abuſes, and the appa. 
rent Miſgovernmen of the Commonwealth; hut alſo had exiled, be. 


beaded, and otherwiſe” extcuted; divers Noblemen, and” others, who 


for the King's Homur, and for the Safery and Welfare of the Com- 
menwealth, had procured the ſaid Commiſſion,” or bad executed the 
Jad” Authority "according 10 the Truſt / and Confidence in them re- 


poſed 


1 * 


XXIII. Item, Thar” whereas be bad cauſed" certain Laws in the 
* ſame Parliament to be made for his own Gain, and to ſerve bis own 


Turn, he procured the Pope's Bull to curſe ſueh as ſhould withſtand or 
" diſobey them; which thing greatly tended to the Derogation' of bis 


Ars 
= 


P 


* 


* 
*% 
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Crown, and was dont expreſly againſt bis own Law made againſt 
by Authority of the Pope within this Reulm, but Seven Tears 
ore, p Ir H4þ 26 WT ne "woe e ; FI 8 


XXIV. Item, That ze bad diſplaced Lawful © and good Sheriffs, 


ind bat elected orbers, whim he ſuffered" to continue and 10 bold the 
ſid Office two Tears together, and more; becauſe their unjuſt Oppreſ- 
Hour augmented and encreaſed bis G èͥn. 
Nr „77 n 
4 2 thus brought him to the End of his Reign, tho not 
of his Life, Which he enjoy'd not long after ; I ſhall conclude 


nis Secret Hiſtory with what an Anonymous Manuſcript, writ 


the Life of any that c 
_- ®Exartiple, nor vile Gion, to follow crüel Counſel : A Man 


map Tears ago, fays of him; which take in totidem Verbis: 
- © Tis ſaid of this King, He ſpared neither the Dignity nor 
creed his Pleaſure ; ſpared neither leud 


* pfung d in Pleaſure and Sloth : In his Private Councik wou d 


Kalter whatſoever the Parliament had ſettledz neglects his Debts; 


Prodigal to Strangers; deſtroys the Nobility : And (ſays he) 
for his Hypocrifie, Cruelty, Petjury and Tyranny, is'Depoſed, 


Land afterwards murder d at Pomfrer-Caftte. Of Which, more 


in the next Reign. © > 
y | ; : S : | f | * 


© * b E * * ” 1 . 
nen Lies WIT +4 


% 


[ l « 
” 15 * * * F * 4 1 
3 1 A _ £4 
* q F A 8 ms 1 
4 „ Fa 4 - "i 4 93 4 ba * b - bd 
* 42 5 2 4 4 . 14 i . x n 92 4 T4 LE I LP AR | gen 1 A ? , 
_ 8 ** * N * + yy „ ow . * ' 
* 1 * R ” >, 
+ * * . = 0 * " 1 * * 0 
. "8 - N ., 
J A 1 * —- \ 
- 


. * ® 

L J 4 * 4 

4 * 2 : ! 2 * a bs 1 5 e err is # I 
4 * S F n. % 18841 > Fg > N IR. & : 

5 4 K ; | „ , 


* * \ 7 4 R L 2 4 1 5 ” 8 * © 1 45 ry «Sa 7 8 A ER 
nw 11 3%. 3-S * * 1 © 2 £ 5 1 a ; i "I, LL 3 "33.44 we 1 A 7 *. 25 * 
2 Þ 
- 


= Lt ? 8 1 n SSN. 4% 6 * 
a "+ e or - ba v "> Ws 4 5 * — 1 : : y 2 
L AJ 4 3 BS +5 ; a + k } E To * l Fl % x Bat Ez AS 2} ) 
x Fees F. - 
+ — S . * 7 „ * b 0 
= N 4 1 3 I N jv , r 3 8 ks 47 
wo „ : $3 . 3 * * +? = 3 a ? % 5 4 a 52 
— ' 5 . 
: ; 
0 2 * A [4 8 od x 
L TIL - $704 K* A 5 | N LY” I 8 7 © 3 * * 0 ! * 
: 1 Wa 4 1 * 9 : 43 v ” 1 . I - 4 
* N » & Kt S 2 nog ie — V 
L ®. 0.4 Y * y * 1 6 Ya , | a 
_ > Sn 1 Lie * 4 F © . 1 ” * * 9 er Fg * © 7 « - * « wy 8 4 8 - [a 7 5 8 2 5 a 
SY Lv) * . * * 2 | 1 2 - ; . 0 1 „ * 0 
* * . 3 Ca 1 n F 2 6 „ . < > . * 7 5 F "A 
* 


F, —_— — * 


* 8 S$- 
KI 
** » 
, „ y 


* 8 
x * 
N het — 
— "IE. * - 2 882 — 
——— — — — 4 


ws 


Ly * 8 y > 
* PY 5 4 


4 


% 


®- 4 . 
I * $ 
. 0 
\ 6 
f ; 5 


"FING HENRY the Fourth began bis Reign the 291h of 
September, 1399. He was the Darling of the People, and 
der way a Compleat Prince: Tet having a Flaw in his Ti- 

tie, bis Reign was uneafie, and full of Diſturbance. He was Crown'd 
at Weſtminſter by Thomas Arundel, Archbiſhop of Canterbury; 
and was ſcarce warm in his Seat, before the Dukes of Exeter, 
Aumarle, and Surrey, with the Earls of Glouceſter and Salisbury, 
Conſpir d to till him, and reſtore King ichard again to the Ibrone; 
but their Plot was diſcovered before it was ripe, and they thereby boft 


| Their "Heads. Soon after which, King Richard was munder d ar 
Pomfret-Caſtle; and bis Corps being 
|  publickly expiſed to View in St. Paul's Church, that the People might 


t up to London, was 


be aſſu˖ d be was dead. Soon after King Richard's Murder, Geo 


ry Chaucer, and John Cewerg. (the two Princes of Old Engliſh 


Poets) died. All thoſe "Noblemen, who either favour'd' King Ri- 
chard, or were raiſed by bim, were degraded, diſinberited, or put 


out of rhe King's Favour. The French in Acquitain begin to rebel 
againſt King Henry, but are pacified by Thomas Plercy Earl of 
Worcefter. The Welſh rebel, under the Command of their Cap- 


tain, Owen Glendowre ; 10 ſuppreſs whom, the King went 1hithor 


in Perſon, and quieted them, tho" not without Loſs and Danger. In 


Anno 1403, the terrible Battel of Shrewsbury was fought between 


tbe King and the Earl of Worcefter, the Earl Dowglaſs, the Loyd 


Nenry Piercy, (alias Hotſpur) and others; where, after a bloody 
Banel, Piercy was ſlain, buried, taken up again, and quarter d; 
the Earl of Worceſter was beheaded, Dowglaſs taten, and the 
King victorious. Owen Glendowre aggin raiſeth Wars in Wales, 


and invades the Marches of England. 4 Coumerſrit King Richard 
is ſet up, which gives Xing Henry much Trouble. 140 Ships came 


our of France, and arrived at Milford-Haven, to the Aid of Owen 


. "Glendour. The Earl of Northumberland, and the Lord Bar- 


dolph, rebelling, were bath taken and beheaded. Thus was Kine 
Henry's Peace always imerruptei; and his Reign attended wit 
N c 7 i 
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RY the Fourth. 


ul Troubles, And having Reigned ThirteenTears, fix ur, | 
a I 4 
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and three Days, be ended bis Reign the 20th of March, 1412, legs 
wing behind him four Sons, and two Daughters, and was Royally 
Imerred in Canterbury. Thus far bis General Hiſtory. 


His Secret Hiſtory (eſpecially with reſpect to his Coming 
to the Crown) is a Secret to this Day: For however juſtly 
King Kichard was Depos d, for his Notorious Secret Practiſes of 
Undermining and Endeavouring to deſtroy the Conſtitution of 
the Government; yet dy what Right Henry Duke of Lancaſter 
aſcended the Throne, is yet a Secret to every Mortal: But 

what his Pretences were, we ſhall ſhew you by and bp. 

The Looſe and Diſorderly Reign of King Richard had given 
ſufficient Ground for his Depoſition 3 which Action (as I have 
ſaid in that Prince's Reign ) was farther D by Twenty 
four Articles drawn up againſt him; one of which was, That all 
Law lay in bis own Head and Breaſl. Theſe Articles were own'd 
by the Lords and Commons to be ſo notorious, that they needed 
no farther Examination, or Proot, and were ſufficient for the 
Depoſirg of King Richard. Thus was the Throne become va- 
cant: Rut how ſhall the Vacancy beſupply'd? _ __ 
the Duke of Lancaſter having thus far ſucceeded beyond his 
Hopes, thought now it was high time to ſtrike while the. Iron 
was hot; And therefore, that he might juſtifie the Old Pro- 
verb, In Nomine Domini incipn Omni malum; he riſes from his 
Seat in Parliament, with theſe Words: (Croſſing himſelf with 
great Shew of Devotion, the better to deceive ) In the Name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, I Henry of Lancafter 
claim the Crown of England, as deſ ended by the right Line from 
Henry töe Third. This Claim of the Duke of Lancaſter was 
certainly only made, that it might be ſaid he made a Claim : 
Which indeed was as well falſe, as far-fetch'd:For this Title was 
fetch d from Edmond, ſirnam d Crook-back, or Croucb- back, Eldeſt 
Son of Hen the Third; and that for his Deformity he was 

put by the Succeſſion, and the Crown given to Edward the Firſt: 
And the Duke of Lancaſter was next of Blood by the Mother's 
fide to this Edmond. # This was the Duke's Pretended, Title: 
But the Truth is, This Edmond was not the Firſt, but the Third 
Son of Henry, aud not deform'd at all, but a brave Man both 
in Perſon and Mind, and called Grouch-back from his taking 
upon him the Croſs, or Voyage to the Hoh -Land. But the 
next Heir then to the Croun, was Edmond Earl of March, Son 
to Roger, who was formerly ſlain. in Vreland; who ſeeing the 
Stream ſo violent againſt King Richard, wiſely retir'd, and 
liv'd with all imaginable Care and Prudencde. 95 
And even the Parliament did not ſeem to proceed upon this 
pretended Claim, to ſet the Crown upon the Duke of Lan - 
caſters Head; but by way of Election: For after the Arch- 
biſhop had finiſh'd his Sermon, ( which: he preach'd; on a Text 
choſen for the F viz. 1 Sam. 9. 17. Behold the Man that 

1 ſpake 10 thee /; ihis ſame ſhall reign over my People, The 7 
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being always ready to lend a Crutch to a lame Title) I ſay. 
when the Archbiſhop had tiniſh'd his Sermon, by which he had 
prepar'd em for what was to follow, he mov'd them to pro- 
ceed to the Election of a New King: And perceiving thay 
were An gin for it, he demanded ot them whom- they wou'd 
cheole for their King? And they anſwering nothing; Firſt 
he propounded the Duke of York: But they anſwer d, No. 

Then he piopounded the Eldeſt Son of the Duke of Aumarſe; 
to which allo they anſwer' d, No. Then he propos d his 
youngeſt Son; to which they made the ſame Anſwer; as they 
did alſo. to divers others, which he nam' d, and they refus d: 


Then pauſing a little, he ask if they 'wou'd have the Duke 


of I ancaſter for their King ? To which they gave an Unanie 
mous Copſent ; Which that they might the better expreſs, the 
Queſtion was Thrice put, and every time conſented to. Then 
the Archbiſkop went to the Duke, fell upon his knees, de- 
claring to him that be was choſen King: And then the 
Duke (not to be behind-hand with the Archbiſhop” in Humi- 
lity) fell upon his Knees alſo, and declar'd his Conſent to ac- 
cept the Crown. , PCC 
This Ceremony (whatever was then deſign'd in it) does 
plainly ſhew that Right which can never be ſeparated from the 
People. And was indeed the beſt and only Title that King 
Henry had to the Crown ;, tho' he made himſelf another kind 
of Title: For on the Day of his Coronation, he cauſed it to be 
proclaim'd, That he claimed the Crown of England, Firſt, By 
Conqueſt : Secondiy, Becauſe King Richard had reſignd his 


Royal Eſtate to him, and defign'd him for his Succeflor +. And 


Laftly , Becauſe he was of the Bloud-Royal; and next Heir 
Male to King Richard: Hares Malus, indeed! cry'd Edmond 
Mortimer, Earl of March, to ſame of his familiar Friends; and 
ſo is 4 Pyrate to 4 Merchant, when he takes from bim all be bus. 
But in this Title, that King Henry had now form'd for himſelf, 
he makes no mention of his firſt Claim, as being deſcended 
from Edmond Crouch-bach, whom he there wou'd have to be the 
Eldeſt Son of Henry the Third : For he knew the Truth ot 
that Matter was too well known to be believed. 

I have already obſerved, that in every Revolution the ſpe- 
cious Pretence of Religion goes a great way in Cajoling the 
Multitude: This, King Henry was well enough aware of; and. 
therefore began his Claim to the Crown, as if he had been go- 


ing to 2 as one obſerves, with a In the Name of the Fa- 


ther, and of the Son, c. And to carry the ſame Sham on a 


little further, he appointed: the Das of his Coronation to be 


upon the very ſame Day on which the Year before he had been 
baniſh'd ; as if it had been the miraculous Contrivance of Di- 
vine Providence, to make his Innocence appear ſo much the 
more IIluſtriouſſy. And yet further to caity ow the Cheac, 
he was alſo anointed with an Oyl, which ( as twas pretende!) 
was deliver'd to Ie Father, tog- ther with this P: uphicy, T4 


436 


18 . The True Secret Hiſtory of - 
all aße Kings that recaty'd their Chriſm from it, ſhould be Champions 
of the Chur: Which coming by chance to the Hands of King 
Richard, / as he was going to Ireland, he would have been 
anginted- therewith, had not the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 


anointed. Ys Op” ö e 9 Ef | 
 _But as there is no Day fo clear, but has ſome Clouds; ſo 
King Aenrys Proſperous Fortune met with ſome Rubs: Of 
which, the firſt was that bold Speech made by the Biſhop of 
Carliſte, who was indeed the only Man that wou'd not be per- 
ſwaded to ſwim down the Stream with the reſt of the Time- 
ſerving Nobility :'Who took an Occaſion, from a Debate in 
Parliament, about what ſhou'd be done with King Richard, ( ror 
as yet they had not taken away his Life, tho they had taken 
away his Crown) to expreſs himſelf ſo warmly, with: reſpe& 
to the Complexion of thoſe Jugllog Times, and the Tranſa- 
ctions then carrying on, that I cannot but think it a Reſpect 
due to the ſingular Merit ot that Biſhop, as well as I know 
twill be a Satisfaction to the Reader, to ſet down his Speech 
expreſly as he ſpake it. x TE 


Tube Biſhop of Carlifle's Speech. _ 


TIE Matter now propmnded, is of marvelous Weight and Conſe- 

quence, wherein there are Two Points chiefly to be confidered : 
The Firſt, Whether King Richard be ſufficiently put out of his Throne? 
The Second, Whether the Duke of Lancafter be lawfully taken in? 
Fer the Firſt; How can that be ſufficiently done, when there is no 
Power ſufficient 10 do it ? The Parliament cannot dh it, for the King 
is Heal of the'Parliament : An can the Body pull down the Head! 
Tor will ſay, But the Bead may. bom it ſelf down, and ſo may the 
Xing Refen. It is true : But of what Force ir 1hat which is done 
Yom ? And wie Kn . not bat King Richard's Reſignati-n was 
no other? bs wigs} i M4434 a; | 


* 


Bur ſuppoſe he be'l awfully out, per how comes the Dube of Lan | 


| caſter ro be lawfully in ? f you ſay by Conqueſt, you ſpeak Treaſon 
For what | Conqueft without Arms? And. can 4 Subject take Arms 
againſt bis Lawful' Soveraign, and not be Treaſon? If ſo, then who« 
ever Arms againſt him ſucceſsfully,” does it rightly : And what Hope 
it tbere of Peace at this rae? If you ſay, By Election of State, 
you ſpeak not Re aſon; For what Power bath the State to Elelt, while 
any 15 Living that hath Rigbt ro ſucceed? But ſuch 4 Succeſſor is 
not the Earl of Lancaſter, as deſcended from Edmond Cronch- 
back, the Elder Son of Henry the Third, put by the Crown for De- 
formity of Body For who knows not the Falſereſs:of thit Allega- 
tion? Seeing it is 4 thing Notorious, that neither was thit Edmond 
the Eldeſt, nor yet Crooł d- bac“ d, (tho call d ſo for ſome ae 
PS 10 204 0 WD 9 ok. 9 WT ION 
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dillwaded- him from it, as not being lawful to be twice 


„nere e... wo _ 


” " Xg HENRY 3h "Fourth. © fr 
| ſor) but of 4 goodly- Perſonage, and without any Defornizy : 4 
2 2128 ſorger 4 Ibing ſo lately done, ek 1 
was *that in the — rear of King Richard was de. The Bart 
| clar'd by Parliament Heir of "the Crown, in cuſe King of Marth, 
Richard ſbould die withour-Jſſue : But | why then is ot 515 
that Claim made good? Becauſe that Inter Arma, ſilent hows 
| what diſputing of Titles againſt nbe Streamof ' Power ? But hawfo+ 
ever, it is Extreum lrjuſlice, that Ky be chan ſhould be Con+ 
denned, 'without leing beard,” or once 4 to make ee Di fence 3 
2 what can we js re expect, when our King is thus abu A 
My Lords, Fbave ſpoken this at this time, that yau may confeder. of | 
it before it is too late: Fir 4s yet it is e 10 "Hao that 
Fh which you have keel Art.. 5 


| © Theſs laſt Words of che Biſhop bg: 4 aZeal chat ſoeard £ 
to have fomething of the ſame Effects with Lightning. which | 
is aid to melt the Sword, without ſo much as ſingeing the Scab 
bard: For tho no body that heard him, appear d to be warm 
by what he aid, vet was there a ſecret Fire ſhot into many of 
their Breaſts, chat after it came to be thorod ly kindled initheir 
Conſciences, could not be extinguiſtid; no, not with Blood; 
inſomuch that they continu d their Reſentments, not only for 
their- own Lives, but entaihd the Quarrel upon their Poſteri- 
ties, for fo long did this Fire lie ſmoakjng, even till the Houſe 
| of Clarthre recovered: their Right in the Third Generation af- 
ter, in che Perſon of King Edwaryiche-Fourth, 
For all King Henry's being war age af with that Oy! which was 
to make ni. 4 'Champion-for the «Church, yet I perceive! the 
Church-men were not very willing to truſt him; for the Biſhop = 
| of Cattiſle (as ve have heard) 2 againſt him in Par» 
liament; and there was another Church- man, that not only 
declared, but actually — NS againſt him; and thiæ was the 
Politick Abbot of great Book:Srateſman who 
ſecretly invited ſeveral 222 the Chief Nobility into a Comhi- 
nation againſt King Henry, to take away his Läfe: And this he 
ſecretly thought wou d be a piece of Service to God and the 
Church : For it ſeems this long headed Abbot had heard K ing 
Henry, whilſt he was only Buke of Hereford, utter certain 
Words againſt the Clergy, touching them in the moſt Fen- 
der Point, a That of their Riches: For it ſeems he haps 
pened to hear him ſay, That Princes bad too ltie, and Clergy-men = 
too much, Upon Which the Abbot, calling the Duke's' Words 
to Mind, after he was made King, concluded that Henry would 
be rather a Perſecutor thin a Patros of the Church: Neither, it 
ſeems, was the Abbot only of this Opinion, but the Nation 
in general; för otherwiſe the Houſe of Commons wonld not 
| 1 they did aſterwards) frame a Bill for Settling the Church- 
ands on 9 as OY 158 * —— 
Oblat; on to him. 19 hs 
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This ſeems to have been the Foundation of that Plot lais 
againſt him by the fore- mention d Biſhop, this Abbot, and 
Five Temporal Lords; to wit, the Dukes of Exeter, Surry, and 
Mbemarle, and the two Earls of Salisbury and Glouceſter, with 
many Knights and Gentlemen, their Friends. Theſe Lords 
- vere ſuch as had receĩv d ſome Diſguſt in the Parliament, tho 
dy a Reconcilement and. Pardon all chings ſeem d to be made 
up again. Theſe Lords and Gentlemen were by the Abbott 
2 had before ſounded em, and knew how they ftood af. 
cted ) invited ta bis Houſe, and there highly feaſted. Af. 
ter Dinner they with-drew themſelves into a Setret Chamber, 
were the Duke of Exeter, who ſeem'd very reſolute. either to 
reſtore, or to revenge the Cauſe of his Depoſed Brother, de- 
clared unto the reſt the Allegiance they had ſworn to K ing 
Richard 3 the Honours and Preferments whereunto they had 
been advanc'd by him; and that therefore they were bound 
both in Conſcience and Gratitude. to take his Part, and en- 
deavour to reſtore him to that Royal Dignity of which King 
#enry had deprivd him, contrary to his Allegiance, Juſtice 
and Honour, and bad inveſted himſelf therewith : That King 
Henry, by ſo doing, had declar'd himſelf to be both a Tyrant 
and Uſurper, and that, as ſuch à one, it was lawful for any 
Man to take him out of the way by whatever Means he cou'd ; 
And the Examples of the beſt govern d Commonwealths did 
not only permit of ſuch Actions, and highly. honoured the 
AQors with Statues and Garlands, and the moſt honourable 
Titles of Nobility, but alſo with the Wealth of the ſuppreſ- 
ſed Tyrant, Then be alſo told them, That this Enterprize was 
not only neceſſary to them in particular, but would be alſo 
very profitable for the Common ealth, by extinguiſhing. thoſe 
Wars/wh'ch the Scots t hreaten d, the French prepar d, and the 
Welſh had already. begun; upon this Occaſion and Quarrel: 
That he did not doubt but it might he accompliſh'd by open 
Force; hut he thought it more ſure for them, and more lafe 
for the Commonwealth, rather to make uſe of ſome Secret 
Stratagems: And to that urpoſe, he adviſed. cht a Solemn 
Juſt or Tournament ould be held at Oxford, on the Chriſtmas 
Holidays, between him the ſaid Duke, and twenty on his Part, 
and* the Earl of Salisbury, and twenty of his Part; to which 
King Hewy ſhould be invited; where coming Arm d, ( as the 
Faſhion was on ſuch Occaſions) he hop'd, as they were in the 
midſt of their Military Exerciſe, they might as eaſily ſurprize 
and take off the King, as the Reman Senate did Cæſar; and 
thereby King Richard be again reſtor d to his Liberty and Regal 


' What the Duke had propounded, was apptow'd and ap- 
plauded by the teſt of the Confederates; and every, thing ſuc- 
ded to that degree, that nothing in any Humane Probability 
cou d have prevented the Execution : When the ſame Power 
that had ſet Henry upon the Throne, protected him as 
' "x EO, I, | again 
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themſelves. by ſuch a ftrange and unexpected Diſcovery, as 
plainly enough ſhews, that Secrecy in Treaſon ſignifies nothing, 

- unleſs it cou d be hid from the All-ſeeing Eye of Providence: 
15 the Duke of Albemt le, in his way to Oxſord, gave a need- 
eſs Viſit to his Father the Duke of Tork; who fitting at the 


Table, chanc d to 10 ſomething like à Scrole or Parchment in 


his Son's Breaſt: Whereupon he demanded what it was? Up- 
on which, his Son, humbly begging his Pardon, told him, Ie 
no ways concern d him: by St. George, reply'd the Father, but 
1'Þ. ſee it; and ſo ſuddenly ſnatch d it from him; and finding it 


to be a Counter - part of the Indenture of Confederacy, he or- 


dered his Horſes to be immediately made ready, with an In- 
tention to go to the King, then at Windſor, and diſcover the 
| Plot to him. But Youth being more active than Age, the Son 


himſelf, obtain d his Pardon: before his Father cou d come and 
prove him Guilty. The reſt of the Lords, ſuſpecting, by his 
not keeping Time with them, that all was diſcover d, fly 

Arms, and ſet up a. Counterfeit Richard, whom they pretended 


Windſor; where not finding the King, (for he diſtruſting his 
they fell upon deſperate Courſes, which inſtead of taking away 


: 


| happy Fate: For the Speech o ber 
mention ' d, and the late Deſign of theſe Lords againſt King 
Hewy's Life, in which their great Motive ſeem' d to be the Re- 


their Affection to King Richard, ſerv d only to haſten his un- 


thinking himſelf not ſafe while Richard was alive : And there- 
fore tis reported by ſome, That King Hen ſhon'd one Day, 


with a deep Sigh lament, That neither be, nor the Nation, bad a 


Friend that would pull up that Root from whence Diſquiets and Re · 
| hellions cou'd only ſpring, „„ 3 

Kicbard having ( as we- have heard before) reſign d his So- 

veraign Power, began to find how much he was miſtaken 


with the Hopes of enjoying that retir'd Peace which he ſeemd 


willing to exchange his Crown for. Fortune commonly makes 
haſte in the Proſperity or Adverſity of Princes: And there is a 
reaſonable Cauſe why neither ſou'd be flow ; for the Mitds of 
Unfortunate, being led more by Fear and Intereſt, than Re- 
of this Unhappy King; who was firſt.convey'd from the Tower 
of London to Leeds-Caſthe in Kent, and from thence to Pomffet. 
Ceftle in Yorkſhire 3 where, for à while, there ſeem d to be paid 
this was only the Counterfeit Treating, of the Shadow of a 
mention d, 
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oe R.s HENRY The Trot. 11s 
againſt all their Machinations; diverting the Deſtiny upon 


| Zot thither before him; and being himſelf. the firſt Accuſer of 


fo 
was the true one eſcap'd out of Priſon, and ſo advanced to 
Cauſe, no leſs than his Power, had. poſted heſore to London) 
King Henry's Life, ended in the Loſs of their own. And all 
the Biſhop of Carliſle, before- 


| Roring of King Richard, made King Hemy very uneaſie, as 


Men hurry them to aſſiſt the Succeſsful, and help to deftroy the : 
ſolution and Vertue. Which Truth appear'd in the Condition 


him ſome Reſpect in the manner of his Attendance : But, alas! 
FF 
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EYE „ made kim Uleaſie; who enjo a the ian 
Power. And therefore the Death- of * ing Richard loljow'd 


| quickly after. 


"There are Aivers Reports about King Fiebasds Death; for 
ine write; That upon che News uf che Defeat of thoſe that 


ole againſt" King Hep, de grew ſo diſtonfblate, that he pin'a 
away; and flarva” ieh Others affirm, Th 4 
| 55 3 — ghts" he was kept from all Suſtenance; and with 


hat for Ei'tern 


ce of the Cold-(for it vas in February te was 
— 5 to Death. Othets write, That be had Feafts t before 
Him, vet was not permitted to touch any thing: As if they 


5 deſigu d to imitate the Fable of Tantalus, and SSrarate the 


Cruelty of hisStarving. ut it ſecins a very tinpcotabte thing 


that Kiag Henry ſhou' tire ſuch unheard of Cruel Directions, 


as by ſuch Iinęring Forments to Sr away. the Life of 2 
Prince; When there was a Declaration of the Parliament, That 
che Lite of King Ricbard ſhould' not. be touched; 3 which alſo 
= Henry "apreed to. 

1 —— probably it is, as bein "atteſted by V very good Autho- 
„That che Words 'whicte fell from: King Henty, gave 2 
Þ cient Item ro Sir Pierce Exton, to 1 the Death of 
King Xt Richard : (For no doubt but King Hem y had a mind to 
25 it done, but did not care to be concern 1 in the doing 
't) And" therefore a ſmall Hint, it ſeems, proy'd enough for 
Sir Pierce Exton, and Eight other Villains, ta Haſten to ee 
as if he le d be ſhou'd' be depriv'd of the Honour ef the 
Action. When he arriv'd there, the Preface to tre intended 
"Villany, was the Forbearancę of that” Cetemony of taſting, 
that Was uſvally paid Rirbard as he fate at Pinner: Who de- 
mandigg the Reaſon of that Oriſfion,' he that us d to perform 
5 anfwer'd, Thar” Sir Pierce Exton hat bright ſueb Order frm 
Ktn e fenty : At which the King ſeem'd ſo much tranſported, 
"hi Te duct him, faying, The Devil late Henry of Lancaſter 
thee togerber. Upon this, Sir Pierce, With his bloody Fo 
takers entered, and, ſhut the Door after him: Which being 
reeiv'd b the King, he eaſily guess d at their fatal Inten- 
tions, and Leeb KG fur d in this beat and threat - 
bs Danger, than in all his former, tho? ' er Hazards ) he 
readily and” boldly Ffaatch'd'a Halberd, and with a Refolution 
e from alf his forther Actions, nem Four of the Afaſh- 
"nates z"an with contind d and unweatied Bravery, fought with 
* eſt, till the chief Villain, Exton, got upon a Chair bo 

nd bim, and With 2 Pole. Ax ſtruck him down ; Where 
unfortunate” King ended all his Calatnitles, and left his Mur- 
Aer! to endure future Torments: ; For when he return d a ain, 
expe peAirg great n and e he found Himfelf 
257 '& — ny "in" rhe"Hopes bf an Audition of Favour, 
ee de be appear'd at 
4 ea, hs gil ate "through a Senſe of 
horrid Guilt; in | 8 jence; Ferying Outs 
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Krol and had not a direct Influence upon his Prerogative. An 
by thoſe common Popular Achs he fought to engage the Com. 


ben, incited them to a General Defiance of all the "Engliſh : 


| Richard, ) STS 2 WE Met an ct ns 8 
King Henry hearing that the Earl of Mich was Caken,, 

on no doubt he had much rather had been ſlain) causd it to 
bs reported abroad, that it was done with his d Conent; 
and thereupon refus d to redeem bim: But the Truth is, the 


13 


— N | A* 2 : N 75 9 9 8 ay bc ra * as 
"ding HENRY the Footh. nts 

| Sith che-utmoſt Rage and Horror, Thes to Plegſure One ug. 

- thankful Perſon, be had made both himſelf and hir 


1 ſelf and hit Poſterity Hare” 
ful and Infamous to all the World! And may all ſuch Miniſters of 
Miſchief ſtill meet with the ſame Reward. , 


> ©; 


Requiems of Peace to himſelf; ( if at leaft 'the Guilt of Ki 


„King N ne ee ob i 


1 
* 


eople, he redreſ 


Ri rd's Blood wou'd give him leave to do ſo:) And to pleale # 
I 


many Grievances, which were more 


by 


mon People to him; (äcting indeed like one that had à con 
tinual Senſe of his Guilt upon him.) And yet all this cou'd 
not keep things quiet: For now the elſh thought the State ſo 
much weaken'd by the Blood that had been lately ſhed of the 
Nobility, and others, that ofie (3 lendowre, a private Gentlemat! 
among the Welſp, but of more than e Reputation amon 

em, being mov'd with the Senſe df a particular Crudge of his 


Firſt ſetting upon the Lord Gray of Ruthin, (who had lately re. 
cover d certain Lands of him by Law took him Prifoner, and 
repoſſeſſed . himſelf of them again. And after this, Stormin 


| the Caſtle of Wigmore, he took the geen pat of Maze Britons | 


er (the true Heir of the Erdun, After” the Death of 


very Preſence of that Prince, who was now the True Heir of 
the Crown, was a tacit upbraiding of King Henry with his U. 
ſürpation. But the King's refuting to redeem the Eart of 


March, ſo incens d Hen y, firnamed Horſpur, Son of the firſt 


Ea of Notbumbe/ and, of the Family of the Piercf's, w/ had 


married dis Davghier ; that he, together wich his Unkle the 


Earl of Worceſter, went over to Glendowre ; and entering into 
a Tripartite Ledgue with him, agreed to depoſe the Depoſer, 
and divide the Whole Kingdom betwixt them. By which Divi- 
fion, they had allotted les, (that is, all the Land beyond 
Severn Weſtward ) to be the Principality of Glend wre? The 
Countrezs from Trent, Northward, Vas to be the Lot of the 
biercie? + in Memory whereaf, che ſame being in the Geogra- 
phical Form of a Half Moo, they have ſince gien tlie Creſcent 
for their Cognizance. All the reft, berwixt Sven and Trent, 
Eaftward and Southward, was contign'd to Mortimer, as his 


: 


to deal with Rias Hey; was to do py bim as he had don? by 
King Ricbard 5 which Nas, to make him appear '0410us ro the 
pl: And to, this End, they draw'up Arti tes"againſt him; 
ant the firſt Article as, That It had by bis Letters p7o:ured Bar- 


et af, Kuigbit F Parilimem ib be und/ «hoſen': Wich Veins 
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. wounded King Richard before, might well trouble him to'ſee it 
return'd back upon himſelf. The Second Article was, That be 
had falſified the Oarb made at his firſt Landing, when be ſwore he 
came oder for no other End, but 10 recover his Inheritance, The 
Third Article was, 7hat he bad not only taken Arms Againſt bis So. 
veraign, but having impriſend- him, took firſt bis Cremn away, an 
Afterward bis Life. And laftly, That ever fin.e King Richard's 
"Death, be had detain'd the Grown from the true Heir, Edmond Earl 
4 March, their Ally ;, for which Cauſe they defied him, and vowe1 
is Deltruftion.  , _ | 1 3 
Ihe News of this Double Aſſault, both with Arms and Ar- 
ticles, vas like that of an Earthqua! e, and ſhook the very 
Foundation of King Henry's Greatneſs { The Noiſe of their Ar- 


ticles did great Execution, and batter'd him ſeveral ways; and 


nothing appear d but a Proſpect of diſmal Conſuſion. The 
Welſh goaded him on one fide, and the Scots on the other, and 
thoſe Engliſh of Mortimer's Party, allarm'd him every way. But 
he that wanted not Confidence (tho he wanted a Title) to 
Aſpire to the Crown, when it was uncertain whether he ſhould 
ever get it, or no; having got it, cou'd not want Courage t 
erp it: And if he were able, being but a prirate Man, to get 
it from a King,-why ſhou'd he not believe himſelf more able 
(being now a King) to keep it from private Men; eſpecially 
ſince he that had the Right in the firſt Place, had reſign'd it up 
to him; and te that had It in the ſecond Place, had fuom Al. 
legiance to him at the Time of that Reljgnation?  _ 


.., Theſe Conſiderations were of that Weight with King Henry, = | 


that being fore-warn'd by the Fall of Richard, he reſoly d never 
to tempt any to forſake him, by forſaking himſelf ; and there- 


fore he. intended to fall upon them, before they were united : 


— 


And io make ſhort work, at Shrewsbury the Fiercies and he met; 
they being beck d by divers Scots, and he by as many Engliſb: 
Iimſelf led up the Wing, which was againſt the Earl of Mor- 
beſter; and his Son Henry the Prince of Wales, that againſt Hor- 
ur. The Iſſue of which, was, That he.obtain'd the Vi Sor y; 
the Prince his Son, who bad never been in a Battel before, kil- 
ling Six and thirty Men that Day with his own Hand; as thoſe 
gbiery'd who follow'd him: But I will refer the Reader to his 
. General, Hiſtory. for a more ample Account of theſe Matters; 
and hall only obſerve, That the Badnels of this King's Title, 
and the Oppo tion he met with upon that Account, prov'd a 
Security to the People againſt thoſe notorious Violations of the 
Laws, which were ſo frequent in former Rei 
Reaſon to believe that it was rather the Fear Je had of hazard- 


that wade him purſue it no more Migoraully- 
What Opinion King Henry him 


» „0 


King 


one of the Arrows out of his own Quiver, with which he had 


And there is 
g his Crown, than want of Love to bis Darling Prerogative, 


n Ki himſelf had of his Title to. the 
Crown, the following Story will give the beſt Account of. | 


< Suetonies : 


| * able Taxes, as never were before, nor ſince. 


of his Sickneſs, it might have been given to ſome-other, who 


| had better Right thereunto than he had: But however it were, 


when his Attendants (thro' the Violence of his Diſtemper 


' ſuppoſed him to be dead, the Prince his Son had notice Ember} 
pon 


who preſently went and ſeized __ the Crown; whereu 
the King (who indeed was not dead, tho ſuppoſed to be fo ) 


- ſuddenly ftarted up, railing himſelf on his Arms, and d'emanded 


who it was, that had ſo boldly taken away the Crown ? The 
Prince hearing his Father's Voice, ſtraight brought back the 


Crown, and told his Father, It was he that had took it, being told 
he was dead; and then, ſaid he, it wou d have heen my Rigbt: But 
finding that jou are ſtill ative, I reſtore it again; and ſo ſet it down 

on the Pillow, by his Father. The King, upon the Princes 

Words, fell backward upon his Bed, and fetching a deep Sigh, 


replies thus : My Son, What Right Thad to this Crown, and bew I 
kave enjoyed it, God knows, and the World bath ſeen; ' To which, 


the Prince ( Ambitious enough of a Diadem) anſwerd bim 


thus: Comfart your ſelf in God, good Father ; the Crown you have; 


And if you die, I will have it, and keep it with my Sword, as yon 


have done, And ſo he did ſoon after, maintaining his Father's 


Injuſtice by his own. I will conclude this Secret Hiſtory: of 


Henry the Fourth, with a ſhort Remark made upon him above 


Fifty Years ago, vig. So true is that Diſtich tranſlated out of 


% 


© Who's firſe Exil d, ard after Crown'd, © 
His Reign with Blood will much thound 


i For, ſays he, after he had murdered his Predecefſor, nothing. 
* took up this King's Reign, but Ruine and Blood upon the 


9 


Nobility and Gentry of this Kingdom, with ſuch unſuffer- 
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. King Henry in his laft-Sickneſs, cauſed his Crown to be plac'd 
by him on his Pillow, perhaps as fearing left in the Extremity 
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mouth, from bis ing born there, ſucceeded his Farber 


Crown of, France, and carried it at laſt, tbo', he Iiv/'d.not 10 poſſeſs 


the. Kingdom: But firſt be bad fought the Bartel of Agincourt, 


„ OE eu + + 


Tears, Five Months, and Twenty four Days; leaving #0 1ſſut biit a 
New-born Son, Henry, his Succeſſor, whoſe Education be left 10 the 
Cardinal of Winchefter ; the Government of England, till he came 


| of Age, 10 Humphry Duke of Glouceſter; an. the Regenzy of 
France fo John Duke of Bedford, both the King's Brothers. Thus 
far his General Hiſtory. kD, a 


The Secret Hiftory of this Prince will be contracted in a lit» 


tle room: nis Reign was but ſhort, and the Martial Affairs 
that took up moſt part of his Reign, made it ſeem likewiſe 
ſhorter : But had he liv'd longer, and liv'd at Peace, there's no 
doubt but we ſhou'd have found him of the __ Normen Breed. 


A; * 


panion' of J hieves and Highway-men, and had the Impudence 
to attempt the Taking away a Villain from the Bar of Juftice, 
and ſtrike the Lord Chief juſtice on the Face; which yet did 
not hinder the worthy Chief Juflice from committing hinr'to 

1 7 * 2 73 TH. Ny iſon. 
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| Prifon, 1 ſay, Had not the Natural Temper of this Prince 


been diverted by War, who- knows-to-whet-Extreams he might 


have brought things? The Clergy ere afraid of him, and 


trump'd up his Title to the Crown of France, ( altho they knew 


well enough he had none to the Croum of England) that ſo he 
might not lay daim to their Poſſeſſions; and deal by them as 


Henry the Eigluh did aſte 

The Truth is, Tho ; 
to many wicked Practices, yet when a King, he became mode- 
rate, and left a better Fame behind him than moſt of his An- 


ards 205 Succeſſe 2 


ceſtors. The People had two Advantages by him; Firſt, That 


his Reign, Jas ſhorr 5.296 code. Did was muck om- 
ploy'd in the War with France, f6 


thought themſelves very Happy. in this King's Reign, (e 
their Privileges. were laid aſleep) that they had a little Breath- 


ing time from Domeſtick and (Avil Wars; and had Hopes to 
kegain by degrees. a. Reyir ing of their Spirits. We, | 
But certainly among all Proteſfants, it cannot but leave a 


* 1 
* 2 Vo 5 


great Blemiſh upon the Reiga of this King, That in his time the 


e nd Valiant Knight, Sir ohn C14 Castle, Lord Cabbum, 
ſuffered 
up on the Gallows, and burned; from whence: ſome. think the 

Name F. burn was fir ſt derived. Nor was Sir ohn Od Ceẽꝭẽ 
the. only Perſon that ſuffer d Martyrdom in this Kings Reign, 
bur divers others alſp; among whom were Sir Reger Aden; Kt, - 
| Fohn Brown, Gentleman; Jahn Beverley, a Preacher; and many 
more. No wonder therefore that God ſhoud cut the Reign 

ol chis King ſbart, uh had taken away the Lives of ſo many 
of his Eminent Saints and Servants, only for bearing a faithful 


artyrdons for. the Faith of Chriſt, being both tied 


the Fiſth was, hne a Frince, given 


nt ance, fsk regaining a Tie to chat 
Croun; which he accompljſh'd, and ſo they were free from - 
Civil War; which was a great Eaſe to em; for tho they had 
| fill heavy Taxes, yet they thought it better to pay fot 
taining the War Abroad, than at Home ʒ and truly the 


Teſtimomy to che true Religion and Doctrine of our Bleſſed. . 


Lord, and unto Primitive Chriſtianity. Alis Kirg reignd 
9 about Nine 1 We * ae ener Stories men- 
| - tion nothing but his Wars, Raiſing of Moneys, and Spending 
1 me Blood of M 
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mk rays Frere ATER 
King H 10 N R F. che Sixth. F 


; ING HENRY het Stb, 8 called e 1 
K Windſor, being born there, was the only Iſſue of Henry WM © 
M.A. the Fifth, and was but Eight Months old at the Death of bit 
Fuber; and "therefore, during his Infancy, ibe Kingdom was gv- 
vern d by his Unkles the Dukes of Bedford and Glouceſter. He 
was firft Crowned at Weſtminſter hy Henry Chichly, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, 1429 5 end afterwards at Paris, 1531, by the Car- 
Ainals of York and Wincheſter. He "es: 'd a en, but 4 
5 1185 and unfortunate Printe: In whoſe Reign began the fatal * 
rel fer the Cromn, betwixt the Houſes of York and Lancafter ; 
gh 4. made England bleed many Years, and occaſioned above T welve 
. Field-Bantets in this and the next Reign. The firſt that raid this 
_ Quarrel was Richard Duke of York, who claimed the Crown as hit 
. Right, by bis Motber*s fide, being deſcended from Lionel Duke of 
Clarence, Third Son of Edward - and Elder Brother of John 
Duke of Lancafter. He #00k bis Opportunity from the Diſcontents 
ef the People, occafion'd by be King's Uxoriouſneſs, and his Queen's 
Imper iaus and Arbitrary Methods, who ſat ar the Helm, while he 
_ 'veighed 'only by Proxy. Theſe Biſcoments Richard dub ſecretly fo- 
| ment; and when be ſaw his Time fit for Aci ion, be laid open his 
4 | -Cleim : Then be gan the + Civil Wars —— thoſe two Houſes, with 
E __ Dok both fides; but ſo, that the Houſe of York (after 
| ling for the Crown ) did carry it at laſt. The French, on 
the — de, tab ing Advantage of theſe our Diſtrattiont at Home, 
8 beflirr'd themſelves with might and main zo ſbote off the Engliſh 
„ Pooak, and recover their Liberty : Inſomuch that Henry, who had 
| been ſolemyly crown'd at Paris King of France, 143 1, oft it Five 
2 Tears after 10 Charles VII. Thus, in few Tears, Henry bad w- 
5 zhing left of bis Kingdom of France, but Calais in Picardy, ( long 
Fus loft 100) and gt Norman Iſles of Jerſey and Garnſey, 21 
remaining in our Poſſeſſion. At Home, King Henry was taken F 
ſiner at Northamp:on- Fight : Whereupon 4 Parliament was call a, 
which allow d of aq ogg; Claim; but 25. that Henry was to enjoy 


te Cropn during then 4 young Son named 
=" — who bing : 6 ex — * the — 
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Tue Trus Secret Hiſtory of, &c. 121 
Mother, (an Atfive and Martial Princeſs,: Daughter of Renata, 


Duke of Anjou and Tourain) turned euery Stone to make” bim ſure | 
1 A bog rl Jo the . ſhe wen, where ſbe raiſed an Army ; 
Richard went thither to fight ber, and there loſt bis Life at the: Bante 7 
' of Wakefeild. But Edward bis Eldeſt Son took up the Cudgels ; 
| who at Mortimer's-Croſs, near Ludlow, encoumred the Queen $ 
Army, and came off Viltorious. Vpon this Victory he was proclaimed 
King 4 London; and then Henry retired with bis Queen into Scot- 
land, which put 4 Peridd to his Reign, 2h be lived Eleven Tears 
| Jfier. Thus much for his General Hiſtory. ie 
* The Secret Hiſtory of this King's Reign, began when he be- 
A | gan to Reign: I mean, when he was out of his Minority, and 
as it were ſet up for himſelf: For till he came to Age, the 
Kingdom was well govern'd by his Three Unkles Zumphrey 
of . W Duke of Glouceſter, Fobn Duke of Bedford, and Thomas Duke 
iy of Exeter; who. by their Wiſdom and Juſtice kept up the flou- 
be WM , riſhing Eſtate of the Engliſh Nation: But when his Years of 
g. Nonage were expired, and he came to wield the Scepter with 
He his own Hands, he ſoon loſt what his Father and Unkles had 
of g cot; and all things went to wrack both in France and England. 
ar. For the King marrying the Daughter of the Earl of Armmizch, 
4 with whom he had not a Penny Portion, ſhe ſer up Creatures of 
ar. her on, and govern'd the King as ſhe pleas d, to the undoing 
r; dothof the King and Kingdom: For however the King was by 
Ive WH ſome ſtiled a Saint, yet the Queen, who rul'd by his Autho- 
his WF rity, aQed like a Devil. For the and the New Favourite, the 
bu WW Marquis of Swfolk,-firft put the good Duke of Glonceftey out 
of of his ProteRorſhip, then out of the Council, and afterwards 
hn took away his Lite: Which tho' ſecretly plotted, and privately 
nts acted, was yet apparent enough to the whole Nation: Ani this 
ns for no other Reaſon, but becauſe the good Duke, (for ſo the 
he Duke of Glouceſter was generally called by the People, who 
fo- loved him for his Honeſty and Sincerity ) would not agree to 
bis WW thoſe Counſels which he knew would-be of a deſtructive Con- 
ith WW ſequence to the King and Kingdom. To manage this Work 
ter of the Duke's Deſtruction, it was concluded by his Enemies, : 
on That he ſhould be privarely convicted and condemned, with. © 
me, out any Publick Impeachment: To which End, a Parliament, a 
iſh by the Queen's Procurement and her Partizans, was called at 
ad WW Buy; and, as ſome ſay, unkown to the King, ( whoſe on 
ive WH Weakneſs, and the Queen's Pride, made him vut a Cypher in 


the Government.) - To this Parliament the Duke of Glouceſter 
reſorting, ( whoſe own Innocence he thought a ſufficient De- 
fence ) he was on the Second Day of the Seſſion, by the Lord 
Beaumond (then High Conſtable, abetted by the Duke of Buck- 
ingham ) Arreſted; and committed to Priſon, and all his Servants 


taken from him, and committed to ſeveral Priſons, (for with- 
ed out this, they could not have carried on their Deſign againſt 
2 * his Life:) But being thus alone in the Hands of his Enemies, 
fro 5 * o& | * 2 FJ | ' : | | 


. 
| 
$ 


fatal Con!equences of it. 
Aut beſides what has been al 


Nord to pavour: But Providence had otherwiſe diſpos d of 
the Duke; for being met hy an Exgliſp Man of War, as he 
was going over to. France, he was brought back again, and at 
Dover. Sands, according to the Popular way of Juflice, without 
farther Ceremony or Sentence, had his Head chopp d off on 
che fide of the Long - boat; which, together with his Body, 
were left there, as à Sacrifice to the injut d Manes of the 
TOE of Glauceſler, in which this Duke had a chief 


++ "Theſe things (as I have already noted) gave Occaſion to 
Richard Duke of Tok to try Concluſions for his Title to the 


Crown againſt the Lencefirian Houſe; making uſe of the Diſcon- 


tents of the people, through the King's Exil Government; 3 
ſtretched the Prerogative beyond all Bounds : And tho Riuhar 
Duke of rr was himſelf flain at the Battel of Wakefield, as 
alſo his Son the Barl of . Rutland, (tho begging on bis Knees to 


„ have his Life fay'd)) yet aſvermards his S5n Lare, Earl of 
4 | Jy | ; 5 | | 7 1 b 


oi . —A Das ed SOS Bod [ 9 


King HENRY the Sixth; 123 
March, engaging with the Lancaſtrian Faction at a Place calfd 
Mortimer Croſs, got the Victory; and was afterwards acknow- 
jedg d King by the Name of King Edward the Fourth: And ſo 
by Conqueſt he got the Title to run through the Houſe of Tork, 
having cut it off by the Sword from the Houſe of Lancaſter, 
notwithſtanding the actual Poſſeſſion of three Deſcents, Miſe- 
rable was the Caſe of the People in the mean time: who whilſt 
the Houſes of Tri and Lancafter fought for the Crown, were 
deſtroy'd on both tides; For many Overtures of War were yet 
between them; for Henry was not yet dead, tho for the pre- 
ſeht outed, but as a dying Man ftroye for Life: Till be- 
eee, he was not only impriſon d, but at᷑ laſt 
mufthera; to ſecure the Title: For before his Death, ſort 
times Henry was King, and ſometimes Edward: There being 
0 leſs than Ten Bloody Battels fought meerly for a Title, be- 
{ies all Leſſer Skirmiſnes; wherein many Thouſands of Lords, 
Gentlemen, and Commoners, were ſlain; and yet not one jot 
of Advantage gotten by it for the Peoples Liberties: It beihg 
the Miſery and Folly of the People, to venture all they have, 
to ſet up thoſe who. have afterwards proved moſt Tyrannical 
over them; and to ſow Seeds of future Miſery, by ſpilling 


their Bloods for an Uſurped Title, . 
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King EDW ARD che Fourth. 


JFJYING EDWARD' the Fourth, the Eldeſt Son of Ri- 
NK Chard Duke of York, the Firſt King of this Line, was 4 
"Mitral Prince in War, but Effeminate in Peace. Ile ſuc- 
creded King Henry by virtue of bis Claim, but was fain 10 main. 
rain bis Right as he had got it, by the Sword. This'was à ſtrange 
Reign, both with reſpelt to the prodigiom Effuſion of Blood, as wel! 
a the wonderful Changes and Revolutions that bappened in it: For ſy 
ſtiſy bent was Queen Margaret (Henry the Sixth's Wife] to ſeeure 
the Crown to hey Son, that [he reſolved either to dethrone Edward, or 
periſh in the Attempt. In order to which, ſhe made ſuve of France 
ant Scotland: But nothing cou d bappen more Favourable to her De- 
Nen, than the Acceſſion of the Potent Earl of Warwick to her In- 
rereſt ; whoſe Power was ſo great, that he was commonly call the 
Make-King ; ſor bis Reputation and Influence was ſuch among the 
People, that whatever fide he 200k, be turned the Scale; and be bad 
probably re- ſertle. l th Huſe of .Lancaſter upon the Throne of Eng- 
land, bad net A Miſtake in a Fog made him loſe the Pidt ry in Glad: 
more Fight, near Barnet, where be was ſlain. In ſhort, Such were 
the Changes and Revolutions: of this Reign, before it came to be 
| ſettled, that Henry became twice 4 Priſoner to Edward, and Ed- 
" 5 ward once io Henry. Edward Abdicated, and was fain to fly be- 
Fond Sea, and Henry reſtored from bis Priſon to the Throne: Then 
Henry was rejected, and Edward 3 For the Parliaments + 
always fall»wed the ſtrongeſt fide, Tewksbury - Fight, in which 
Queen Margaret was taken Priſoner, and ber Army utterly routed, 
at laſt decided the Quarrel : There it was that ber Son Prince Ed- 
ward was taken Priſoner, and ſoon after murder d by the bloody 
Hand of Richard Duke of Glouceſter, Xing Edward's younger 
- Brother; and Xing Henry himſelf, not long after, bad the ſame 
Fate, and the ſame Exccutioner, By which, Edward remain d in 
tbe full Poſſeſſion of the Crown ; which he reſign'd up with bis Life, 
when he bad reigned Twenty two Years, one Month, and eight Days, 
ending his Reign the Ninth nf April, 1483. Thus far his Gene- 
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ral Hiſtory „ 
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 ..., The True Sectet Hiſtory of, &c. 125 
| The Secret Hiſtory of this King (as that of his Predeceſſor 
— | js contradtedinto a little room, by reaſon of the Open Con 
between him and King Her) for the Crown which continu d 
the greateſt part of his Reign: For ſuch was the inſatiable 
Defire of Revenge between one and the other, that there was 
no Mercy ſhewn to any that fell into their Clutches on citker 
ſide. And yet as eager as King Edward fought, and as Ambi- 
tious as he was of the Crown, he with a kind of counterfeit 
Modeſty. at firſt ſeemed to deny it: For having defeated and 
routed the Lancaſirian Party, ſoon after the Queen had over- 
come and ſlain his Father, he made what haſte he could to Lon- 
L den, where he was joyfully receiv'd; and the Earl of Warwick 
| | Toon after muſter'd his Army in St. Fobn's Field; and having 
ceſt them in a Ring, the Leader in the midſt of em read the 
u. Agreement of the laſt Parliament; which was, That Richard 
the then Duke of Tork, Father to King Edward, ſhou'd ſucceed, - 


15 as next Heir to the Crown, after the Death of King Hemy; 
„. but that if King Hey, or any on his behalf, ſhou d go about 
nk to diſtuth the Succeſſion in the mean time, that then che Duke 
„ ok 70+ ſhou'dbe preſently admitted King. The Leader having 
fo read this Act, demanded whether they wou'd have King Henry 
he ſtill to reign over them? To which they all cried out, (ha- 
A ving no doubt been prepar d befo. e-hand) Ne, Na. Then 
7 they were ask d, whether, they, wou'd have the Earl of March, 
C Eldeſt Son of the Duke of Tok, by that Parliament proclaimed 
® | Kang, to reign over them? To which, with a; great Shout, 
ho they cried out, Tes, Jec. This being told to King Edward, 
he | who diſſembled the Satisfaction he took therein, told them, 
id | Tho be Jod upon himſelf as e the Place, and unable to 
8 execute it; yet he thanked GOD for the Gift, and them for their 
d. ' good Will, This he ſaid, not that he thought himſelf ſo; but 
5 * that by this feigned Shew of Humility he might render himſelf 
be more Acceptable ro the People. And therefore, two Days 
3 after, he rid in State to St. Paul's; from whence (his Obla- 
* tion being made, and Je Deum ſung) he was attended to Weſt- 
4 { minſter, and there being placd ia the Great Hall, with the 
B Royal Scepter in his Hand, he makes a Solemn Declaration of 
n his Right to the Crown by a double Title: Firſt, As..Son and 
, Heir to Ricbard Duke of Tork, the right Heir, of the ſame; 
U. and Secondly, As Elected by Authority of Parliament, upon 
ly King Henry's Forfeit hereof. Nevertheleſs, added he, I am re- 
4 | ſolved to wave b'th Title and Right hy either, unleſs ibe ſe good People 
Ve will willingly allow of my Proceedings, and lovingly approve of ] 
bs claim: Whereupon they all immediately cry'd out, King Ed 
, ward, Xing Eda ard. Which Speech of his he made, not that 
7, he wou d haye receded the leaſt Tittle from his Claim; but 
4 - that. by his. ſeeming Modeſty he might fix the Crown more 


firmly on his Head. Ps 
To this End, and not ſo much out of Love to Juſtice, it was 
; that King Edward made a She ct ſetting the Beam 5 
6 | | tha: 


— 


hat was to carry the Scale of Juſtice ; fitting hithſelf for 
Three Days together, publickly with his Judges in Weftminfles. 
Hall, and there acquainting himſelf with the Orders of that 
Court, and the Proceedings therein: Ordering his Officers 
to be more mindful of their Duties, and the Advantage of 
the Subject, than of their own unjuſt Gain. Theſe things, 
tho good in themlelyes, yet loſt much of their Value, being 
done by King Edward to carry on a Secret Deſign: For he 
knowing well etiough how tickliſh he ſtood; and what a Com- 
titor he had, did this only to endear hiniſelf to the Mob; 
being more than ordinarily obſequious in courting the Ci- 
tizens; over whom he had ſo great an Aſcendant; that it is 
obſerved of him, He got the Love of the Londsners, by owing 
them Money; and the Good Will of the Citizens, by lying 
with their Wives. „„ I 
But how ſtrange a piece of inconſiderate Raſhneſs and Folly - 
was it in King Edward, when he ſtood in ſo much need of Al- 
tiances Abroad, inſtead thereof, to make Enemies both at Home 
and Abroad too, by ſending the Earl of Warwick on a Fool's Er- 
tand, to negotiate a Match at the French Court, with tlie Lady 
Bona, Daughter to Lewis Duke of Savoy, and Siſter P Carlotte 
Queen of Frame; whereby he wou d have had conſiderable Al- 
liances Abroad; (and beſides have prevented Queen Margarri 
from receiving further Aſſiſtance from Frame, whereby to raile 
new Troubles againſt him in England; as ſhe afterwards did: ) 
Whilft in the mean time, King Edward purſues another Game, 
and courts the Widow of Sir Fokn Gray of Greby, one of the 
Lancaſtrian Faction, flain at the laſt Battel of St. Albans, *Tis 
true, King Edwaru at firſt intended not to carry on the Frol- 
lick ſo far; detigning only to make her his Miſs; but the 
cratty Widow, (Whether out of a Principle of Vertue, or 
with a Deſign to draw on the King into the Matrimonial 
| Nooſe) plainly told him, Thar as ſhe loo d upon her ſetf of 100 
inferior Degree to think of being bis Queen ; ſo ſbt valid her fi- 
mur at 2 higher rate, than to proftirute it to the greateſt Prince in 
Chriftendom,, by becoming his Conrubine. By which Noble Speech, 
the King having as great an Opinion of her Vertue, as he hat 
before of her Bzauty, ſet all Political Conſiderations aſide, and 
made her his Queen. But the Neus of this arriving at the 
French Court, where the great Earl of Warwick was then treat- 
ing of a Match between him and the Lady Bona, as I have fait 
etore, (and which was agreed unto there on all tides ) put 
ſuch a £lur upon the Earl of Warwick, as for ever alienated 
him from. the: Kin 2 and was afterwards the Occaſion of ſhed- 
ding a Deluge of Chriftian Blood; and not only made his 
Throne to ſhake,” but for a Time turn'd him out'of it, as by 
his General Hiſtory the Reader may ſee more at large. By 
which the Levity and inconfideration of this King ſuffieianti 
Appears. — e e 7% 
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wwe EDWARD the Forth. 12 


The Tnjuftice and Cruelty of this King, is alſo no heſs evi- 

dent; as is manifeſt from his Dealing with the Lord ell, and 
Sir Thomas Dymock his Brother-in-Law. The Story is this: 
After che früitleſs Inter view between the King, and the Duke 
'of Clarence, and Eärl of Warwick, at Meſtminſſer- Hall, the 
Duke and the Earl went to Lincoln, at which Place they hat 


"appointed their Forces to meet em, under the Conduct o 


Sir Robert Wells, Son find Heir of che Lord Melle, a Valiant 


Gentleman, and of approved Judgment. The King know 
this, with Intent to "rake off Sir Rabert Melis from Warwick 
Party, ſends for the Lord Welle, and his Brother. in - Lau, Sir 


| Thomas Dymiack,' who coming to attend the K inꝑ's Pleaſure, hat 
| ſome notice given them by ſome of their Friends at Court, 
| - that the King was much ideens d againſt them; whereupon = 
| they take SanQtuiry at Weſtminſter, From wdence, upon the 

| King's "Promiſe of à General Pardon, they came into his Pre- 


ſence; who gave Command ta the Lord Wells, eflectually by 


Letter to ſollicit his Son, Sir Nobert Wells, to leave the Barb of 
| Warwick, and come to the pig Fervice ; which the Lord elle 


King in a 


actordingly did : But becauſe his Solicitation ſucceeded not, the 
Rage cuuſed both their Heads to be chopp'd off. 


Wich batbarous Action will leavela Stait upon the Honour of 


| this King, to all ſucceeding A . 


— 


ſejſed "by bir Father 4 


ES. ks ! * ne 33 
Nor Was this the only 4 of his Cruelty: For when 


Prince Edward, the Son of Ling Berg the Sixth was talen Fri. 
| "ſonier'at the! Battel of "7ewksbiu'y, and brought to King Edward 


"Sir Richard Crofts: He ſterniy demanded of him, Hom be 
thus wirb Bammer diſptay'd' enter into his Realm? Toëhom 


1 


| the! Prince boldly reply, "To. cover my Fatber's Kingdom, aſe 
b 


bis Father and Grandfather ; and after him, bælinging 70 
dne: And "rhetefore how liareſt thou, which art bis Subjeth,\ diſplay * - 
thy cdu gaht bin dy Liege Lend? Upon the peaking ef 

which Words, K ing Edward with his Gauntlet gave him a daſn 
on the Mouth: Which was not only barbarous and inhumane 


un it ſelf, but more fo, in the Encouragement it gave to his 


bloody Brother the Duke of Gtners/ter,- Who with the Duke of 
Clarence, Thomas Marquis of 'Dorſer, and the Lord Haſtings, ; 
batbarouſly Rtabb'd* rheir / Poniards into -the Young Princes 
eaſt, as ſoon 'as ever the King's Back was turn d' If this 
urder was not erfignd by che King, which there-is Cauſe 
enough to believe; yet the Blow the TIRE Lao him in their 
This was a Murder 


= he was aſſiſted both with Men and 
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or Provocatiorr; and not without Suſpicion of the King's 


Conſent, * OC A As ¾ ĩ es (tors gs OT 
We have ſren King Edward's Injuſtice and_Cruelty, let us 
in the next place fre his Veracity, and how true he was to 
his Word. But how can we [expe@ him to be true to bis 
Word, whom Oaths themſelves could not bind: For after 
he had been forc'd to fly to the Duke of-Buygoin, by whom 
| Money, he landed at 
Ravenſpw in Torhſbire, from ' whence he march'd to Fork ; 
where finding no great Weleome, he ſolemnly. proteſted with 
moſt execrable Oaths, That he utterly diſclaimed all Claim 

to the Crown of England, which he ſaid he did acknowledge 
to be King Zewy's Indubitable Right; and that he challeng'd 
only the -Benefit of his Birth-right, which was the Inheritance 
of the  Dutchy of Tork, . unlawfully and . with ſtrong Hand 


| held- againſt him. Upon theſe Proteſtations to the Citizens 


of -York, and upon taking the Sacrament to be à true Subject 
to King #enry, they permitted him Entrance into Tork, which 
before they abſolutely refus d him. But he was no ſooner 


enter d, but he let em know he laid Claim to no leſs than the 


Crown: And thereſore furniſhing himſelf with what he 


wanted in that City, and leaving a ſufficient Garriſon to ſe- 


cure ir to himſelf, he made what Haſte he cou'd. towards Lon- 
don: And when at Nottingham he was met by ſeveral of the 
Nobility, Coho had heard of his Relinquiſhing his Claim te 
the Crown ) they tendered him their Service; but on this Con- 
dition only, That he would take upon him the Title of King; 
and he was very well contented (notwithſtanding his Oath to 4 
contrary at Tork) to conſent thereto. _ Thus we. ſee he not only 
broke his Word without any Scruple; but even made bold 
with Heaven too, by taking the Sacrament, to compaſs his 
own: Ends; which how much it ſavour d of Irreligion, I will 


: 


leave to the Divines tojudge.. I | 
Ho juſt King Edward was to his Word, was alſo experienc'd 
to their Coſt. by . Fauconbridge, and ſeveral. of his Followers, 
who after their General Pardon ſealed and ſent to them b 

the Duke of Glouceſter, upon Account | whereof they ſurren- 
derd up the Caſtle of Sandwich ( of which they were po 

ſels d, and; Thirteen Ships beſides) to tlie King's Uſe, yet af- 
terwards ſeveral of them were Executed in diyers Places ; and 
| Faxconbridge himſelf,” who was compriſed in the ſame Pardon, 
n oi ie in» 

Tus upon a brief View, we ſee what was King Edward's 


Veracity; let us now take a View of his Chaſtity : We have 


Already obſery'd how he marry d the Lady Gray, of which one 
. wittily- obſerv'd, That never any Man that did mirry for Love, did 
o little love Marriage; for he took. a much Pleaſure in other Mens 

Wives as bis own. Of which Shore's Wife was a ſufficient In- 


- Nance, tho not the only. one, He was 'vety much given to 


s a Fw a - 
Ng EDA J THe FOR | . 


5. converſe with fair Ladies; for beſides the Lady {hich to whom! 

| it was reported be was s berrothed, and- by whom he had cer- 

- tainly Iſſue, he N tee Concudi which Tas. he ſaid 
himſelf ) were Fhoes, A Diſpoſitionsz one was the. 

is Verrieſt, Fn was Shore's, Wife) on he « -unningeft, 

ind the Third the Holieſt'Harlot in the N 15 

m but we need rake no further inte this Dunghil : | For of, | 

_ Henry the Sixth, and, Edward the Fourth, it is by. 8 

7 Ancient Author, 18 they 7 wer ro ley born 2s. it vers 

th « for Ruine, this Kingdom; 

i mach 8 and Actions * = ** 1 with Patience: That A 

« rue reaſure,, and (0 many Mens Lives ſhould, be loſt and 

« ſpent, to maintain the Ambition, Han Pride and Ty- 

& nnz of but two Men, in ſo many Gt Barrels, fought in the 

| « Bowels of this Kinadom. Hewy. was ftabb'd with a 


"« by the Duke of Gloucefter, and Edward died at Weſtminſter, 
and left, behind him na . 1 2 miſerable PO. 
13 „„ e Ms Mea 
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Ward, and Richard -his-Brotber. - Jo be rid of 


 - claim Richard King of E 
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„„ PIN A TD een 
King ED NAR D the Fifth, 
„%%% ͤ ͤ ͤ um . E 
ING EDWARD the Fifth, beisg the Eldeſt Son of 
4 ng Edward the Fourth, ſucceeded his Fatber, at tbe Age 
| of Twelve Tears; but was never Crowned, being ſoon re. 

moved by the wicked Pradiſes of bis {nnatural and Ambitious Un- 

kle, Richard, ſrnam d Crouchback, Duke of Glouceſter ; who, 
to clear bis way to the. Crown, bad in his Brother Reign, cauſed 
bis Elder Brother Clarence to be impeached of High Treaſon, by 
which means he was put into the Tower, where he ſoon after ended 
bis Life, being ſaid 10 be drowned in 4 Butt of Malmſey, Thus there 
remained no Black, in his way, but bis two Nephews, this King Ed- 
1s Brother young Princes, 
he got the Proteſtorſbip away from tbe Lord Rivers, the King's Unkle 
buy the Mother's ſidez and next be got into his Clutches Richard his 

Brother, whom the Queen-Mother was fain to part with in great A, 

Niction, and with great Strugglings of Nature. To blind tbe Peo- 

ple, he forthwith gave Order for the King's Coronation, whilſt be ſe- 

cretly contrived with the Duke of . Buckingham, ( bis great Coad- 
Juter in bis wieked Defigns ) 10 f the Crown upon bis own Head. 

Zy whoſe Artifice the City of London was drawn in at laſt, to pro- 
and, the late Xing Edward and bis 
Ilie being 7 eſented 1 Spuriqus to the People. So that this young 

ing reigned but Three Months, and ſoon after became ( with Ri- 
chard-his Brother) a Victim to bis unde, and next Jucceſſor. Thus 


I The Secret Hiſtory of this innocent King, conſiſts only in 
tracing thoſe Secret Steps by which his Bloody Unkle firſt took 
away his Crown 
_ afterwards his Lite ; Which tho' ſecretly: carried on, was 4 
piece of the moſt barbarous, and at lat bare-fac'd Villaty, that 


Vas ever acted on the Theatre of England. It was indeed 
very ſtrange, that King Edward the Fourth, who had been 
_ "guilty of ſo many Private and Tublick Butcheries, after the 
Fffuſion of ſo much Chriſtian Blood, as was ſhed in Defence of 


bis 


. 


before ever it was ſet upon his Head) and 


* 
| be True Secret Hiſtory of &c. 

dis Title, ſnhou'd at laſt; die in Peace. e 

Divine Providence ate oftentimes very. myſterious; His Ways 
e in the Deep and bis Paths are in tbe great Waters, and his Foa - 
| flepr are not known, Hence. poſſibly it was that the Vengeance, 
ſo juſtly due to the Father, Fell. with, redoubled Fury upon the 
Heads of his two innocent Children, this preſent King, and 
the Prince his Brother.3 That ſo by ſuch ari-Extraordinary Pu- 
 niſhment. of the Ambition of the Father, by. the Ambition of 
n Unkle, the World might- ſee as well as feel the Vanity and 
Impiety of that Civil Diſcord which had diſtracted ſo many 
Minds, confounded ſo many Eſtates, and, by the various Mil- 
| chie's that attended it, ſo, ſullied the Chronicles of this Na- 

tion, that ſcarce any can read the Hiftory of thoſe 9905 with · 
xt Horror; while the Globe of Majeſty: was toſs d and tum 
bled from one ſide to the other, like a Foot: ball; and whilſt 


Crimſon, as if it was double: dy d by the Blood they had ſhed 
nd the White Roſe of Tork grown ſo Pale and Wan, partly by 
'the Blood they had loft, and partly by their. Delice of Re- 
rage, the Prickles of either Roſe being ſo ſharp and piercing, 
that as oft as they met, they gave each other Wound for 
Wound: When on a ſudden Providence ſeem'd to declare for 
de Houſe of Tork, by the almoſt. tötal Deſtruction of the 
Houſe of Lancaſter; of whom there being no Heir Male alive 
if the whole Blood, ( after the Death of K ing Zenn, and his 
en) to diſpute the Right of our Fifth Edward, be ſeem + 
bobly Rivetced, both by. Deſcent and Conqueſt; and made his 
try ſo much the more deſirable, in that it e grea 

Iobability-of Univerſal Peace; no Man ſuſpecting the lea 


me ſuch fore-boding Thoughts, from the Ambitious and Aſpi- 
ing Lemper of his Brother Richard , and therefore foreſeeing 
te'Evil that was to other; inviſible, he placd his Son at ſuch 4 
diſtance from him, as might render him leſs -obnoxjous: to 

hunger. And no doubt it was for. ſome ſuch, Reaſons that he 

tt him in Fes, with ſuch a Guard: of his Mother's Friends 

ut him, as being neareſt in Blood, but remoteſt in Title, 
ght probably endeavour to keep off all others from aſcend- 
we Throne themſelves had no Pretence P LR 
This was indeed as much as Human Policy could do; but 

bw vainly do we go about to uphold what Heayen has de- 
nd to overthrow ! The Houſe of Tork muſt fall, and that 
their own Hands: And chich is more remarkable, the 
Eſme Hand that had been embrew'd in the Blood of King 
dy the Sixth, and of his Son Prince BAmard, muſt now as 
N Expiation-6f thoſe Barbarous Murthers, deſtroy the Chil- 
d of King Edward, who if he did not counteriance thoſe, 
lirthers, at leaſt ſuffer d em to be committed with Impuni- 
Hut let us ſee by what means this Helliſh Conttivanses 

3 „ ie 
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by ſaw, the Red Roſe of Lancaſter, bluſhing with ſo deep a 5 


decafion of Inquietude: Unleſs perhaps the King's Father had © - 


Peer of Armed Sold 


c 


> 
| goers about them; the. taking of whom aff, was 


"oF 

fol Beate and. Outs pots e 
verſal Neare. and Quietneſs, wou'd rather ergate Jealouſies ir 
the Minds of the People, than conduce to the, Safety gf 40 


ty and ſincere as he hoped it was, and ſhou d A 


rep to their DeſtruQion + For the Queen having fil f : 0 


ſwaded, tho ſomewhat: ynwillingly, to forhear leb Finger are 


Men, and caſhier'd them they had provided, and ſo attended 
only with their on Menal Servants, ſer forwards towards 
the Queen with the young king; and with more Haſte than 


Lood Speed, came to Noryhampron', from whence. the King 


dent to Sep lee, where the two. Dukes, (thar is, the 


Duke of Glouzeſier and the Dube of Puke) With a 
great Train, and very well provided, arriv'd'; an ü 
the Town ro be too little for the Entertainment of their Com- 


d pretending 
panies, they went to Northampton, purpoſely alighring at the 
very ſame. Inn where tbe Earl, of Rivers, had taken up bis 
Lodging that Night, reſolving to overtake the King the next 
Morning, \ . St | EY A fg” 


At the Duke's and the Earl's Meeting, nothing paſſed but 


mutual Salutations, and all the Signs of Amicabſe Love and 


Friendſihip imaginable, ſupping all together. But no foaner - 


was Supper ended, but the two Dukes pretending wearineſs 


through hard Riding, retir'd to their Lodgings, and che 


Earl went to his. | | os ts MN Go 
But the Dukes had other Buſineſs lay upon their Hands, 


for now with their private Friends they went to Copnſel, to 
reſolve what Courſe to take with the leaſt Suſpicion and 
the moſt Safety, to make away the Earl and his Relations. 


And in this Conſultation they continu'd the moſt part of the 
Night; for it was a Work of Darkneſs that they were about. 
Towards Morning they took the Keys of the Inn-Gates, and 


| diſpers'd their Followers to keep the Paſſages, with Inſtructi- 
ons not to permit Horſe-men or Foot-mea to paſs the way 
FF ö towards 


* 
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a 


. a, pretending that none ſhould g before, 


becauſe the two Dukes might expreſs their Dutiful Reſp 
Kir 


fo the King the better, by being firſt ready to give 
2 ar his going to Horſe. 9 & + Sf £1 


. fy The Earl having Notice by che Inn · keeper of thoſe Proceed. 


ings, did nor doubt but they defign'd his Deſtruction; but find. 


< 


ing he bad nb means to make either Reſiſtance or Eſcape, he 
| fer good Face upon the Matter, and came boldly to the 
Duke of Glouceſter's Chamber, where he found Buckingham 

2 | with the reſt, and defires to know the meaning of his bei 
* thus made a Priſoner, in his Inn againſt his Will: But they 
_ had now gone too far to dally, and therefore inſtead of an. 
of | Mering him, caus d him to be taken into Cuſſedy, Charging 
him with bat themlelves were guilty of, a deſign againſt 
| Ks: 008 having taken Order for his ſafe Tmpriſon- 
ment, they 97 5 took Horſe, and came to Stony. ſtratſord, 
uſt as the King was taking Horſe, to whom they made a 


- 


Per 4 Quariel with the Lord Richard Grey, even in the 
Fe the Duke of Buckinghqn told the King, 
hat he and the Marqueſ$ his Brother, with Earl Rivers the 

3% Queen's Brother, had endeavoured and almoft effected the 
drawing to themſelves the ſole mangging of the Affairs of 

be the Kinglom, and to ſow diffention between the Blood 
„ Royal, of. your Father's Side, and choſe that are ſcarte Loy- 
el on the fide of the Queen, who grecdily ſeek after the o- 


Without any Warrant, but of his own Head, out of the 
_ © Tower of London, ) our Majties Principal Magezine, hath 
taken both the Treaſure and Armour to a great Quantity: 
And tho we are ignorant what he intends to do with it, 
yet there is reaſon enough to believe that it was not inten- 
ded for your Majefty's Service; And therefore it was by 
the Advice of the Nobility , thought Expedient to have 
him Arreſted at Northampton, that ſo he may render an Ac. 
** count to your Majeſty of his Illegal action,. 6 
The King, Whoſe - Youth and Inexperience binder'd him 
from diſtinguiſhing between Pretences and Realities, mildly 
anſwer'd thus: What my Erotter Marque ſi hath dene, I cam t ſay ; 
but for my Unkle and Brother here, I dure anſwer on their bee 
% Thas they are Jundcem of-any ill Deſigns, either "againſt Me, 
. 3 FF 
0, Reply'd the Duke, That has been 4 part of their Deſign 
0 Aue your Majelly's Gordneſs, by concealing their Treaſenablę 
Diraelices againſt Tou, under & Colour of ſerving au. Which the 
Duke had no ſooner ſaid, but (being elle d to go through- 
Mitch with what they had begun) they arrefted the Lord Rich- 
2 Gray, Sir Thomas Vaughan , and Sir Kithard Hull, in the 
King's Preſence, and taking them away from the King's Per- 
Jon, conveyed them to Northampton, to the great * 
— b 1 . : by, g an: 


ew of much Duty and Obedience; but being minded to 


* thers Ruine; and the better to effect itz the Lord Marqueſss 


mate . . Dp CESS 


rr F 
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and Diſquiet of the King; who was old enough to know that = 
theſe Proceedings portended no good to him But they ſtopt 
not here, but (let the King take it hom he woufd) they fe- 

mov'd from him on the ſame Pretences all his old and Faithful 
Servants, placing in their, Rooms ſuch. of their gun Crea- 

Iaures in whom they cou d confide, and whon they cou'd 

ö Command. e N 40 e ee 4 

| © Thus far the Conſpirators had ſucceeded ; and bx charging 

the Queens Relations wich what they were really-guiley of 
themielves, they had gotten. the Ring into their on Cuſtody, 
the Duke of Glouceſter being ſoon after made Prog or; Who + 
in the firſt place took care for conveying the Priſoners to 
| ſeveral Priſons-in the North Parts, and then ſet forwards with 
their wicked Deſigns, That the Marquis and che Queen's Re- 


— 


oo 


lations, had plotted the Deſtruction of the King, and all the 
Blood-Royal, with all the Nabiliry of n — 
5 the Government of the Commonweaſth; (hic were-thins Fi 
io altogether: improbable and unlikely, that no body behey'd 2 | | | 

em) Adding, That they were only, impriſon d.tzll they 3 — 
| | 

| 

q 


be brought to a fair Trial, according to Law... And Glonce/ler 
knowing very well, that the Multitude were mightily led a- 
way by Appearance, they brought. along with em divers 
Carts laden with Armour, (ecrecly propided e 
with Dry- fats and great Chelts, which they reported were fHfH hl 
with Treaſure for the Payment of the Soldiers, Theſe things 4 
zs they came along the Countrey, maqe all ag they GEES: 1 
_ taken for Goſpel by the Common People. , They had alſo ano- - - "Fl 
ther Device to inforce the Belief of this pretended Plot; and I 
ſtruments pinion d and fetter d like Trait ots: And theſe were 3 
diſpers d in the Chief Officers Houſes, in all Places where the "i 
King lodg d by the way, and to be reſpeRcd by their Keepers  - Þ| 
as Mea of great Birch, cho now Priſoners taken up for this | [| 
5 | 


Plot; and theſe maſt ſeem very Penitert, conſeſſing their oun 
Guilt, and laying the Blame of all on the Queen's Brother, ä 
by whom they were drawn in. Thus theſe Impoſtors con- „ 
tinud ating their Parts till the. King came to London; and Fo 1 
oe the Scene chang d, and they were put to act another IN 
art. ff. be each. 0” 2. a ent ds | . 
The Queen, with her Second Son, and Eive Daugbtet s., 
was all this while at Lon ien; but being advertis d by every. Poſt „* 
of what had hefallen her Relations, ſhe began ati) to. fear If 

that there were worſe 8 to follow; and thereupon pre-. 4%. _ 

| fently took Sanctuary at M eſtminſter ; a Place ſhe had hen b.. 
| Fore acquainted wich, when. her Huüsband King Edward wass ] 
| 1 — j ich g i vd * 0 * if "En | 
{ . Ihe young King was muc d at the News, and mare __ 
| 3x_the Occation 3 expreſing, kis Diſcontent. wich! She and ||| 
FF 186 08 aany Wagk.np wotice of or the 


» 
* 


ir 
N ſin 


„ 


_ contented: But their Actions carried ſo different an Air from 


tain it 


1 9 4 95 1 Tuns Secres H, ow * 
ſimneſs uh net the Kitg's Satisfaction, but his Defrigicn 
However. to carry on the Mok - Shou a little” farther, they ap- 


= 24 treat him with alt External Signs of Reyerence and 
| ct, with frequent Proteſtations o ar Fidelity, and 
. 5 this Safety ; deſiring him to comfort himſelf, and be 


their 'Words, that the oui take» little tisfacti 
"wkarthey: fad. . 800 on in 


The Kink being brocigh='to-Loxdon, the Duke of Gloucefter YI. 


chf the'Contrivance of the Diilke of Buckingham, and his Inſinu- 
Atſoss atthe Couneil- Taue) ig declar'd Protector ot the King 


and Keen? Which being another Step towards the Ac: 


eothpliſhirg of his great nd, made him reſolve to overcome 
all the Ditſicxries that oog-in e e, until he ſhou d af- 


The ene e tb ene now, was bow to get the 


| Duke of wet fate his Custody, as well as the King: For 


Witheüt he had boch, De had as good have had none; the 


Treaſon without chat, being ſeatce Vorth the Hazard; for this 


3 weht hare ftopp'd him, even upon the laſt Step to che Throne. 


"And" now, to bring this the more eaſily about, he takes Ad- 


Vuanta of that Melancholy of the King, of which himſelf 


had Seen the Occaſion, to get che young Prince into his 
Clutches thus making the Effect Heme the ' Cauſe: | For 


-findingthe young Kin more than uſuaſſy Melancholy, with 


the es he had of the: Danger of his preſent 'Condi- 
tion, he made that Melancholy an inportank Reaſon for his 


| * to be brought to xeep im Company: Telling both the 


and his Council, That the Company " bis. Brother wou d 


95 =p eontuce to the King pc bet ing cheerful 5 $40; g, That the Queen 
I other was more wedzed. 10 2 peevifh "Will 8. was conveniem 
either for ihe Honour of the Kingdom, ray jg Content : And 


therefore deſir d ſome Conrte might be taken eicher by Perſwa- 


Fon or otherwite, to procure her to ſend! the Duke of ver, to 
beat the King his Brother Company. | 


The Couneil, (whom Glouceſter and Buc king bam had moulded 


to their dun Wills) preſently reſolved there was a Necellity 


of a Compamon to be found for the King; and eben ſoon con- 


dcluded that none was fo fit as his own Brother. 


But becauſe this could not be done without the Queen's Con- 


ben but py offeting ſome Violation to the Rights of Sanduaty; 


* being reaſonably to be ſuppos d that ſhe wou'd never let the 
Qui go, without ſome apparent Force upon her, the Prote- 


Ror'fingled out a Clergyman; the Archbiſhop” of Canterbury, 
(on whoſe Advice be knew the Queen- Mother did very much 
rely) to be the Pick - lock of the Privilege of Sanctuary. This 
. State-Drudge, coming to the Queen, perſwades her to part 


| ' with the Pt ince her. Son to his Brother, Becauſe it was ſe — 4 


Tons that 'the King's only Brother ſhou'd be mide 4 Priſoner ; That 
7 85 | "or 5 tae k mls the 128 27 g "but fuch who oy 
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Chamber witli the Protector, expecting bis Coming: To whom, 
. giving an Account wick 5 
kented to part with her Child, he prefenged co em the you 8 
Banoceut Prince; whom che Protector no ſooner ſaw, but win 85 
all Ceremonious Reverenxe he atoſe, and embrac'd him in his 
Arms 3 ſolemnly proteſting. That nothing. (ner the Welfare: of 4 
his Sovereign, which he eſteem d above all Earthly Things ). con 4 3 
- bring bim more Content than the; ſo. much wiſh d-for Preſence of bie 
Nephew of Vork: (Which I believe might be true enough, tho Sh 
in another Senſe than he would have chem to underftandat 2) - ; * If 
And then giving him a (Judas) K iſs, he takes leave of.the ' © 8 
Board, and preſently conducts him to the K ing his Brother; 1 
Who with many Expreſſions of ſincere joy and Affection en- 94 
tertam'd him; as little thinking that his Coming to him 51 HEY 
wou d but haſten that Cataſtrophe which their Unkle was bring- , 
The Protector having now the Game he hunted in his own n 
Toy, under the pretext of a Provident Care, that they might 
ſecutely repoſe themſelves, until the Diſtempers of the Com. 1. 
mon- wealth (of which himſelf was the only Actor and Au | 
thor) might be quietedz he cauſed the King and his Brother * 7 | 
oon after, in great Pomp and State, to be convey'd 3 3 
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7 London to the Tower, there at their Pleaſure to remain til 
the time of the Coronation ; for which (the better to hide 
his ſecret Deſign) there was great Preparations making. 


This Monſter now had got his deſired Prey within his own 
Den, but did not think fit to devour them immediately, there 
were leſſer Sacrifices to be offer d firſt; for before he enter d 
upon fo ſolemn an Act of Horror, as the plunging bimſelf in- 


2 that fathomleſs Gulph of Cruelty, he thought fit to wade 
Blood by Degrees; that ſounding the depth of the Dan- 


ger, as well as tie Guilt he was to enter into, he might at 


by the Procuration of; the Lord 'Zeſtings, cut off all their 
Friends, beheading the Lord Rivers, Sir John Gray, the King's 
half Brother, and Sir Antbony Woodwil,' and the Principal Per- 


ſons of the Queen's Relations, upon Pretence of Treachery 
againſt his Perſon and Government; which was only. ſo far 

true, as that the meant to oppoſe his intended Uſurpation; 
and that he thought a reaſonable Juſtification for taking away - 


But the Protector could not put his main Deſign in Execu- 
tion himſelt ; he muſt have Tools to work withal; and there. 


Fore makes the Duke of Bucksnebam- his Achitopbel.; whoſe: Re- 
putation and Authority having a great Aſcendant over the 


Courtiers, the Protector found his Aſſiſtance was abſolutely 
neceſſary; and therefore to engage him thorowly to his Inte- 


Duke pretended to have a good Title in the Reign of Kin 
Edward the Fourth, but cou d never obtain it. This Bait, (anc 
an equal Partition of the Treaſure of the Crown between them 


f Buckingham, that he now 


*Unkle by the Father's ſide, and Buckingbum by the Marriage of 
their Father's Siſter) of their Lives. 2 
The Protector having thus intirely brought over Bucſing 


bam to his Intereſt; in the next place ſought to hring over the 
Lord Haſimgs' alſo, whom he had already made his Tool for 


the Deſtruction of the Queen's Relations; and therefore 


nothing cou d draw him off from his Allegiance to the preſent 


King, he ręſolves to take him out of the way; and thought it 


Ground enough to have him executed as a Traytor, becauſe he 


refus d to be one. Which Buckingham and he contriv'd in 


the following manner. 


4 


* 


* 


rhe tame time harden and ſecure himſelf.” He therefore fiſt, 


_ reſt, he promis'd him the Earldom of «Hertford, to which the 


two, which the Protector likewiſe portlet with many Oaths) 
fo far prevail'd upon the Duke | 
Promis d to join Hand in Hand with him, and never to deſiſt 
Lill be had ſettled the Protector on the Throne; tho' it was by 
depriving their innocent Nepheus (for Glauceſter was their 


— 


ſounded im afar off, with reſpect to his main Deſign; but 
finding him ſo conſtant to the King his Old Maſter's So, that 


Ihe Protector having ſummon'd the Lords of the Privy- 
Council to meet in the Tower upon Extraordinary Occafion, 
- they came accordingly, and che Manner of the King's Corona 
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* 
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in; who begging; their Excuſe for having over-{lept himſelf, 


ſeem d more than uſually pleaſant : But on a ſudden, deſiring 
their Excuſe for à little while, he rife from the Table, and 


*:. 


went out of the Chamber. But had ſcarcely; been gone an 
Hour, before he return'd again, but with à Countenance ex- 


treamly chang d, puffing. and blowing, and locking almoſt like 
one diſtracted, that the whole Council ſeemd amaz d thereat : 


After ſome Time ſpent in this Diſorder, he asks, What are they 


worthy to ba de that imagine and plot ny Deſtruſ ion, who am ſo near 


of Blood unto the King, and Protector of bis Royal. Fer ſon? Whilſt 


the Lords ſat filent at this Queſtion, looking one upon another, 


as amaz d, the Lord Zaſtines , by Buckinghaw's. Infligation, 


* 


boldly anſwer'd, That they deſerv d to undergo the Puniſhment of 
5 * 


Traitors, whoever they were. Upon which, the Protebtor, rifing | 
up froth his Seat, and looking fternly upon Haſpings, repl 
Why it is the old Sorcereſs, my Brother's Widow," and ber Partner, 


that Common -Strumpet, Jane Shore, tbat bave by Witchcraft con- 


ſpir d to take away my Lie: And had I nat, by God's great Mercy, 


found out the Bottom: of ther Curſed Deſign, they had effeRed. their 
Villzny before they had been ſuſpeBed + And yet I hat been altogether 
free from tbeir Malice; for bebold (and then he made bare his 


Left Arm to the Elbow, and ſhewed it; which had been al- 
ways dried up, as it were, and wither d from his Birth) how _ 
miſcbievouſiy tbey have cuuſed this dear Limb of mine 10 wither, 
and grow wſelefs | And thus ſhould all my Body bare been ſeryd, 
cu d they have bad hut their Wills à littla lunge. 5 


Thoſe Lords ho knew the Queen's Religious Life, cou'd 


not but think that the Protector was driven to very hard Shifts 
thus to accuſe her of Sorcery, and ſhew. his wither d Arm as a 
Proof of it, whick they well knew had been fo from his Birth ; 
which made em fit gazing one upon another, not knowing 
What to ſay: Until Haſtings (who ſuſpected nothing againſt. 
himſelf, but was not well pleaſed that he was not as well made 


privy to this intended Stratagem, as to the Tragedy that was 
that Day to be executed at Pomfret) ſtood up, and ſaid, If the 


* 


| Queen haue conſpir'd ——— Before Haftings cou d proceed any 


farther, the Protector, ſeeming to be in a great Paſſion, with 
a frowning Look clapp'd his Hand upon the Board, 2nd. faid to 


him, Thou Traitor 4 Tell thou me of Ifs and Ands ? I tell ahee, 
They, and none but they, have done 11: And thou thy ſelf art not 
en) acquainted with tbe Villany, but 4 Partner in it ; which I wilt 


make good upon thy Body. Upon this, (the Cue being given be- 


fore) ſeveral Perſons in the outward Chamber, cry d Treaſon! * 


Treaſon! Whereupon ſeveral Armed Men came ruſhing in, as it 
were, to guard the Protector; one of which ſtruck at the Lord 


| mage, and wounded him on the Head; nor had he eſcap'd. 


Si 

ſo, had he not flippd backward, and fallen down to the 
| Ground, Upon the Coming in of theſe Armed Men, the Pro- 
teftor arreſted the Lord Haſtings for High-Trealon, and — 
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To ene Secret Hiſtiry of = 
him make hafte to be confels d; for hes ſwore by St: Pays 
(which was his ifaal"Oath ) That be wou'd neither bak Bread 
nor Drink, till be bad his Head from bis Shoulders : And he was 
as good as his Word; for he was immediately hurried away, 
and on à Log that lay on the Green near the Chappel in the 
Tower,” was preſentiy beheade . *** 
And here, methinks, I cannot but adore the Secret Workings 
of Divine Providence; and obſerve how certainly Sin and Guiit 
dogs Nen to Deſtruction: For this Lord Haſtingt was one of 
thoſe that ſo 8 ſtabb' d their Poniards into the inno- 
cent Prince Edwe'd's Breaſt, ths Son of King Henry the Sixth; 
And now Divine Vengeance has paid off that Scorce; cauſing 
this Blood to be unjuſtiy ſhed, that unjuitty ſhed the Blood of 
another: But there is yet ſomething more Remarkable in this 
Lord's Death, which directly points out his Sin in his Puniſh- 
went: The Duke" of Glouceſte- had made him his Tool, in 
the Ap rehending and Impriſoning of the Earl Rivers, and 
"the reft of che Queen's Relations; and by his Contrivance they 
were beheaded at Fomſret that very Day on which, by the like 
Contrivance of Buckingham, he was beheaded in the Iomer: And 
as they were Pit to Death without any Trial, and without any 
Crime; ſo Was he here: Tho it cannot be deny 'd but that 


God's juſtJudgment was executed upon him by the Protector 


* 


un juſt Sentence. But to proceec. 


After Haſtings was. beheaded, to give that haſty Execution 
the better Colour, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Biſhop 
ok Ely, the Lord Franiey, and divers orhers, were preſently 
made Priſoners, and committed to ſeveral Chambers in the 
Newer; and a Proclamation preſently publiſh'd againft the Lord 
- Haſtings; wherein his foul Charge was ſet down in ſo fair a 
Writing, ingroſſed in Parchment, that one who ſaw it, could 


«not forbear to ſay, It war written by Prophecy. ©: 
And preſently upon this, Fane Shores Lodgings were nar- 
_ *rowly ſearch'd, and thoroughly ranfack'd ; not fo much to find 
any thing there that might juſtifie his Charge againſt her, as 
to get what they could find; raking away to the Value of 3000 
Marks in Jewels, Plate, Money, and -Houſhold-ftuf, even all 
. - that ever the had; which Was ſeiz d tu the King's Uſe, and 
6 . * ſhe her ſelf committed to Priſon. The Crime laid to her 
| Charge was Witchcraft, pretended to be wrought againſt the 
- ProteQor's Perſon; which when they coud by no means make 
good againſt her, yet that they might make her obnoxious to 
the Tongues of the Multitude, ſhe was charg d with Inconti- 
nency, of which ſhe was indeed guilty, both in the late 5 2 
with King Edward the Fourth, and after his Death with the 
Lord #aitings: And for this ſhe was judg/'d to do open Pe- 
"nance; which ſhe underwent with ſach a penitent Deportment, 
that it drew Pity from the Beholders; inſomuch that they 
| which hated her former Courſe of Life, and were glad to ſee 
; Voice corrected, commiſerated her. Puniſhment, as proceed. 
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ing more from the Protector's Malice, than a DeGire of her 
The Protector having thus clear d' the Foundation, by re- 


* 
* 


moving his Enemies out of the way, and . temper d 
his Mortar with Bleod; to tmake it the more ſtrong and bind- 
ing, he now began to lay the Groundwork of: his Uſurpation 
upon the Ihegitimacy of the two young Princes; ptetending 
that the King their, Father was never! 9 ly Artes to the 
Queen their Mother; but was before God, Husband to the 
Lady Elizabeth Iny. This, as. it bad ſomething of Truth in 
point of Fact, (tor it is ſaid he was betrothed to her ) ſo be- 
ing Matter of Divinity in point of Right, it was agreed, that 
a Chaplain: to the Duke of Bucłingbam ſhould, open the Cafe 
at large in a Sermon at Fauls Croſs 3 who taking his Text from 
that Place where it is aid, That Baſtard Plants ſhall not inherit 3 
he ſo over- acted his Part, that he not only made King Edward's 
Children Baſtards, but himſelf too; and all the Children of 
his Father the Duke of Tork, the Protector only excepted; 
who he ſaid was the Expreſs Image of his Father, and pre- 
ordained by God, to the great Charge of the Kingly Office. 
But all this was deliver d with ſuch an apparent Air of Flatter 
and Diifimulation, that the Preacher not believing hiimſelf, 
tis no Wonder that the People gave ſo little Credit to him; 
that inſtead of crying aut thereupon (as twas expected they 
mould) God ſave Xing Richard; they cry'd out, The Devil take 
ebe ſhameleſs. Preacher... | „ 
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his Scorn put upon the Priefts, or rather upon the Pro- 
tetctor, did not yet ſo deter him, but that two days after he 
ſent the Duke or Backingkam into the City, to ſee whether his 
Authority would move the People, more than the Doctor's 
12 * 9 r * Be pom 17 Guild- 
Hall, That all the Nobility judging the Iſſue of King Edward ſpursous, 
had'choſen-tbe Duke of Gloucefter to ſucceed, and only expected 2 De- 
claration uf their -Gonjerts:: But as it was not-Jikely that they _ 
Sho. hut two days before cou'd not be-mov d; when they were 
told the Lord from Heaven had made Choice of him, ſhould 
nm concur in the Election of any Lords on Earth; ſo neither 
cou the Rhetorick of his. Greatneſs preyail for any other 
Confirmation, than what was couch d under the higheſt Silence. 
| This-yotks little Satistaction to his Lordſhip, becauſe he knew | 
it would give none to his Maſter ; and therefore rather than 
depart without” ſomething like a Vote at alt he ſecretiy or- 
der d ſome few of his on Servants at the lower end of the 
Hall, to throw up Their Caps, and cry, King Richard, King 
Nichard Which Impudence of theirs, tho it was a ſurprize to 
the preageR part of tde | Hall, and ſeconded,by no Body, 
yet the Dube taking it up at: the firſt Rebound, improyw d it 
into a Un inimous Cenſent, and ſaid, it was a goodly. Cry, and 
Loch as med their Univerſal Approbabation. And thereu 
on requir'd the Maxor (vho xo was a Tool fitted for the 
„ | pur foſe) 


5 8 


142 ye True Secret Hiſtory of | 
purpoſe) with his Fraternity, to meet him the next day at 
the Nrotector s Court in Bamard's-Cafile, in order to petition 
him to accept of their freely offer d SubjeQion. eo. 
One wou'd have thought by what had-paſt, that the Citi. 
zehis had been endew'd with ſuch inflexible Honeſty; that the) 
wou'd never have comply'd with the Protector's Deſigu, but 
it ſeems he had in one Nights time made ſuch an Intereſt a- 
Mong em, as had brouglit em to ſuch 'a Compliance, as to 
Tuffer themſelves to be made Properties in that ridiculous 
Pageantry of State which the next day produce d; when the 
Duke of Buckingbam made it uch a mighty piece of Difficul- 
ty to get the Protector to ſhew himſelf to em out of a high 
Valery, for nearer he was not to come; not knowing (as it 

was to be fuppos'd by the People) what the intent of their 
Addreſs Mas, until his Grace ſaluted bis Highneſs with the 

following Speech: {which was chiefly” to inſtruct the People 
what they were come about; for they only were ignorant of 
WW Ce en 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, The Languiſbing Eſtate. of the 
-Common=wealth requires ſpeedy heip; which can no way be proc ur a, 
unleſs your Highneſs, to whom alone #be Government thereof does 
of Right-belong, will at the earneſt and humble Entreaty of the No- 
bility and Gentry here preſent, undertake» as King the ſole Mana. 
ging of the Affairs of the Kingdom, und accept of the voluntary 
Tender. of their due Allegiance ; who are very well ſatisfied not only | 
of "the Fuſtice, bus of 'the Neceſſay there is of your taking: the 
Mal Autbority upon you. Oo oo 0000 
At this, the Uſurper ſtarted back, as a Man ſtruck Dumb 
with Paſſion for a while; but after he ſeem'd to have reco. 
ver'd himſelf, and conquer d his Anger and Amazement; he 
good Man, return d to his wonted Clemency, and gently re- 
proach'd the Duke his Couſin of Unkindneſs, ſaying; I line 
Fought, good: Couſin, that you of ell Auen won d have mute d Mok 
vn 20 me to embrace that, which of all things in ibe World 1 always 

 reſoly'd to derline: Far be it from me 16 acceprof tbat, which with- 
out Wrong to ny dear: deceaſed Brother q ſweer Children, and my 
bun upright Conſtiente, I can never approve-of. © This the Wretch 

ſpole Trembling, as doubting the Multitude might eloſe with 
Bim, and cry, Amen. But ſcarce were che Words out of his 
Mouth, before the Duke, ſeemingly but of bis Senſes, eranſpor- 
ed with a juſt Indignation, to ſee their proſer d Love ſcorn'd ; 
Reply d, like a truly: Loyal Traytor as he was, Sir; I mnſt fur- 
ther add, That it in ſo well known, that your Brother's Children are 
 - Baſtards, they ſhall never be admitted to the Crown of England; and 
* 1s if your . hall neither regard your ſelf nor us, | 
"much. us to accept the Truſt; We are direffly determin'd to confer 
ii zpon ſome one of the Houſe of Lancaſter, aher will have re pes 
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| Ning EDWARD the Fifth. 143 
This Speech of the Duke made the Crocodile weep; and 
no acknowledging he was not born for himſelf, he fo far de- 
ny'd himſelf, as to.accept the Honour thruſt upon him; fince 
the Right of the Inheritance of the Crown belong'd to him, 
zs the indubitable Heir of Richard Plamagenet, Duke of Tork, 
his moſt Illuſtrious Father - And thereupon he deſtended from 
the upper Gallery, where he had ſtay d all the while before, 
and came down, and formally ſaluted them all, which made 
the giddy Multitude Eccho to the Duke their Speaker, and 
cry out all (as if it had been with one Voice) God ſave King 
Richard, God ſave XKingRichard. 7 dT 
- Theſe were the Secret Steps by. which Glourtſter made His 
| Aſcent to the Throne; and thus paſs'd away the imaginary 
. Reign ( for it was ſcarce any other) of King Edward the 
Fifth ; who whilſt this grand Intrigue was carrying on, was 
with his Brother entertain d wich Sports and Paſtimes, proj 
for their Vears: And care was taken that they fhou'd know . 
nothing of what their Unkle was doing; the the- laſt Scene in 
this Bloody Tragedy” was to be acted upon them; as we ſhall 
ſee in the Reign of their Unkle, who after che Interlude at 
Benard's Ceſle, took upon himſelf the Title of King, 
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. ke had any Self · End therein, yet by what after follow d, there 
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King RICE HAT RD the Third, 


2445 oy 


"ING. RICHARD the 1571 e 
-- the, Fourth, and Unkle 10 Edward the Fifth 5 who having 

| K uſurped. the Crown from: his Nephew, made it hit next 
mſs 10 late away bub bis: Liſe aud bis Brother's, that he abe 
| reign Without any Competition. The wo Toung Princes being ſhut 
up inthe Tower, be cauſed to be ſtifled, in their Beds, From. which 
time 4 3 Dake of. Buckingham projected bis Ruine, who had be 

the chief luſtrument in bis Elevation: For there was then at the Cour: 
ef Britain in France, Henry Earl of Richmond, of ibe Houſe of 
Lancaſter, 2 whom the Crown was propoſed, w this Proviſe, 
That le ſhould mariy Elizabeth, Eldeſt Daughter of King Edward 
the Fou th, whereby the Houſes of York ja, Lancaſter {bould be 
united iuto One But before the Plus 200k effect, rbe Duke loft bis 
Brad, who being apprehended, Richard, without any Form of Tryal, 
or any "Regard ro his former Services, ater d bis Execution, Soon 
after this, the Earl of Richmond landed with 4 ſmall Force at Mil · 
ſord-Haven, .. And. as be advanced forward, being fiill.reinforced, 
be at laſt. encountred Richard ar Boſworth in Leceſterſbire ; the 
Fight was ſhary and abſtinate, but ſucceſsful to Henry who by | 
zhts fragle Ficken got the Cr0wn, Richard being kill d in abe Fight : } 
And ſo ended the 14 of this Tyrant, having only Retgn 'd Two Tears, 

to Months, and five Days ; Ending bis Reign the 224 of , | 

148 . Thus far his General Hit ory. y 


Q 

0 

His Secret Hiſtory began from his Birth; for he was born 3 T 
Monſter in re and brought into the World to be a f 
| 3 to it; delig in B'ood ſo early, that it did not abe | 
[ 

( 

( 

| 


-2 5. c* >. 4. kk. 293-. 3 o ee . 


e 


be cou d uy ave any other Deſign in the ſhedding of 
I ſay, it did not appear 3 but tho it did not then appear 


vas Ground enough to doubt that by thoſe early Murders of 
Prince Edward and his Father, Henry the Sirch, he "had a Secret 
Aim at the Crown, even in his Brother's Life-time ; and by * 
* | rom defign' not - 215 wo fix his Brother For the 
5 rone; 


\ 


* 


Iinſtrüments 


Hilf; where ſectetly deſig 


r q 0 


# 


might prove tis Competitors ;. of which the Murder of 


* 


Throne, but to cut off for himſelf as many ax be. thought 


Elder Brother, the Duke of Clarence, leayes no rodm, codoubr. | 
And perhaps his Brother King Ewert Tent his Son the Prince 


ſo far out of the way, attended by his Mother's Relations, 
that ſo he might de out of his Unkle's Clutches, till he was 
able to defend . himſelf: from his Secret Machinations ; which 


Prudence of the Father, was yet too weak to avert that Defti- . 


y which ſo ſoon after King Edward's Death, overtook both his 
We have * ſhewn the Secret Steps he took, and what 


what manner the Tyrant came to äſſume the Title of King; 


I will now trace him a little further, and ſhew what Methods 


he took to confirm himſelf in that Power, 
The next Day after the Mob had ſaluted the Uſurped King, 
at Baynard's Caſile, he rid with 4 great Train, to Weſtminſter=- 


the People, he... ſeats him 0 ach, 

ought to have been arraigh'd. 3 à Traitor ät the Bar) 

there tells the People, Ii war 4 Principal Part of the Duty of 4 
good King, carefully to len to the due Adminiſtration of the Muni- 
cial Laws of {90 A eto i in Which pare be wou d take care not 
to be defeftive, After which, ſhewing in a ſhort Speech the 
Bleſſings of Peace, and the Miſeries of Piſſention, he caus'd 
a general Proclamation. to be made of Pardon and Ob'ivion ; 
to which that he might give the better Colour, and make 
it look like a Reality, he caus d one Frgge' ( who had formerly 


ing to ingratiate himſelf amongſt 
17 upon the King's Benc c ho 


Fernen at Weſtminſter, ( whither he had fled to prevent the 
roteQor's Anger) and preſently ſet him at Liberty, cauſing. 
him publickly to kiſs his Hand, that he might cry him up for 


G o : 


a Gracious Prince. 


After his Return Home, (as if to Murder, was to oblige 


Ln RICHARD che Third, 14 
b 
i 


flander'd him with Matter of Truth) to be fent for out t 


— — —— ᷣq rr 


made uſe of to aſcend the Throne, and in 


the Relations of the murder d Party) he procur d the Conſent 5 


of the Lady Ann, the Joungeſt Daughter of the Great Earl 
of Warwick, and the Reli& of Prince Edward, to be his Wife; 


tho' ſhe cou'd not be ignorant that he had been the Inſtru- 


ment, if not the Author of the Tragical Murthers both of her 


Husband and his Father. | 


/ - 


But he wou'd not venture upon his Coronation, till he had . 


ſent for Five thouſand Men out of the North, to guard him 3 
his guilty Conſcience ſtill making him believe he was ſurroun - 
ded with Dangers, tho there was none but what the Horror 


of his own Wickedneſs created within him, His Guards bes 
ing come up, on the Fourth of Fly, he and his new Bride 


* * 


vent from Baynerd's Caſtle to the Tower by Water; where he 


 conferr'd ſeveral new Honours upon divers Perſons 3. and re- 


8 - %%þ 


— 


Kad out, of Prifon the Archbiſhop of Tork, but commited 


146 he True Secret Hiſtory ef | 

de ten gt Zhto che © 
who teck Order to have him ſent to the Caſtle of Brecknock in 
Tales, On the next Day he rid in great State through the 
City, from the Tower to Weſtminſter ; and on the Day follow- 
ing, both he and his Queen were crown'd. After which, he 
gabe Licenſe to all the Nobility to depart to their ſeveral Ha- 
itations, except the Lord Nees whom he had made Stew. 

ard of his. Houſhold. At the Departure of the Nobility from 
him, he gave them a ſtrict Charge to be careful to maintain 
the Truth of Religion, to preſerve the Peace and Quiet of 
the Kingdom, and to prevent all Abuſes that * -olg6/ou to 
his Subjects. Which was the giving them 4 J. de · never 


Rut the Concluſion of the Trage. 


2 
x 

\ 

5 wn 4 


| | agedy is yet to come; the two 
young Princes are ſtill living, and he knows the Crown he wears 
upon his Head, is ſo long none of his: And therefore they 
muſt now be taken off to make him eaſier. The manner of 
whole” Death he was nobyet reſolv'd upon: He has em ſafe in 


his Slaughter houſe; but while they are living, he thinks he 


13 not ſafe : Their Infancy and Itmocency requites it to be 
done Secretly: He therefore ſent one of his gxecrable Inſtru- 
ments, dne Foba Green, (while himſelf and his Queen were at 
Gloucefier” to Sir Robert Brackenbury, *a Creature of his, of no 
mall Credit with him, preſently, upon Sight thereof, 10 take Order 
for 1be Diſpasching ous of the way thoſe two Baſtard-Brats, for ſo 
he termed them. Bat the Lieutenant, how bad ſoever the 


Ulurper thought him, was ſo honeft, as to deteft the Buſineſs, 
and deny to perform the Command; Wich which Anſwer, 


Green return d back to Warwick, (for thither he was now re- 
_ mov'd) and having given him an Account thereof, it caſt 
him inta a great Perp'exity, on a two-fold Account; firft, that 
the Buſineſs was not done; and ſecondly, that he had diſco- 
ver A his Intention where it had been refusd: Which gave him 
ſo ſenſible a Trouble, that he with-drew to his Chamber, 
where, after he had given ſome Vent to his paſſion, he enquir's 
dk ſome of his Pages whether they cou'd think of a Man, that 
to gain his Soveraign's Favour, wou'd hazard the Loſs of a 
Hnger, or ſomewhat more? Upon this, one of his Pages 
| progeny gave him Information ef one Sir Fames Tyrrel ; who 

had been very ambitious of being employ'd in the Kings 


Service, and would not make ariy Difficulty of hazarding a 
Limb on that account. The King was ſo impatient till he had 


ſpoke with him, that he commanded him to be call u out of 
Bed: And to him he imparted his Mind; telling him, That non 
be bad an Opportunity to put into bis band, whereby be might pur- 
cha, his perpetual Favour. The Villandus Knight was as greedy 
of the Employment, as the King was to have it ; 


7 
wherevpon the next Morning he 35 dilpatch'd with à Letter 


Mandatory 


a 
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Eh to the Cuſtody of the Duke of Buckingham, 
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king RICHARD the Third. 147 
Mandatory to Sir Robert Brackenbury, to ſurrender up the Keys 
of the Tower for a time to the Bearer, Sir Fames Hrrel; which 
was accordingly bey 006. Ws 
Sir Fames having before-hand furniſ d himſelf with a couple 
of Villains, who had been ſo fluid in Blood, that the Cuſtom 
| took away the Senſe of the Sin; employ'd em ( the fecond 
| | Night after he had the Keys deliver d to him) to'{inoother 
the poor innocent Princes in their Beds; which they effected 
| accordingly, and buried them -under :the Stairs, under a heap 
7 of Stones;3-from -whence they were afterwards removed to 8 
; 
' 


Place of Chriſtian Burial, by Sir Robert Brackenbwy's'Chaplain z 
who dying ſuddenly after, was the Octaſion the Place of their 
Burial cou'd not be found; which afterwards tery'd to counte- 
nance the Impoſture of Perkin" Watbeck, and others. But in 
the Reign of King Charles the Second, as they were occaſionally - ' 
; digging in the Tower, at the Place-whete the poor Prieſt had 
/ buried theth, they found the Coffin, and in it the Bones of 
f both the Princes; as well his whom Ferkin Marbech perſonated, 
\ 
C 
: 


as the King his Brother: Upon which Diſcovery, King Charles 

commanded the Coffin to be given into the Cuſtody of Sir 

| Thomes Chichely, Mafter of the Ordinance; to whom-the King 
. intruſted the making of a fitting Monument for them in the 

rt abbey of Weſtminſter, Of the Death of theſe young Prin- 


7 . Fg : 4 p 22 ' : 5 2: | | : f 
- | Twin-Brethren by their Deaths : What had the 
1 VVV + AC. 

„ DO Richard ſees 4 Fault that they mere in: 

eo & . 3 


R *Twas not an Aatuai, bus a Mortal One; Gi 
x | They Princes were: Tas an Original Sin. 


m  Whyſhowd ſo ſweet a Pair of Princes lack 
rf Their Innocents-Day i 1h Engliſh Almanack? 
RT Bur here ſtand ſtill, and gaze ! Their Father did 


98 Their Father taught him, by the Blood he ſhed, - 

4 The rt bow he his Children's Blood might ſpill. 

bo ' Whovalue others Blood at « low Rare. 
- Do thereby make their own the cheaper Baite--* 5 


„ 7 : : Ls - 
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Sit Famex Tyret, having. thus 6niſh'd the Tragedy of the 
Young Princes, and ſent his Agents into the Low. Countries 


4 * '$ *. 


- 
7 


take. Advantage of his Treaſon, ' | 
VI 22 l ; 2 2 75 * . 1 1 3 e & WISH 1's 5 T4 mn : : 

f king, Richard having chus rid his hands of his Nephevs, 
fins, now he is able enough to ſubſiſt of himſelf, without 


_ Buckingham's further Aid er Advice; and therefore; begins by 


degrees to wean himſelf from him, and carry it more ſtrange 


agd cgldly, towards hme And then firſt delays, and at laſt 


denes to perform the Agreement ſo ſolemnly ſtipulated be- 
een em; and yet pretends to carry ir fairly to him not- 
r we The Duke was ſenfible enough of his oun Me- 
rits, and of King Kicbhard's bloody Diſpoſition; he had there- 
fore ſo much Cunning as tò carry it fairly, as well as the King; 
tho' in his Heart he began to be eſtranged from him, yet he 
plays with him at his dun Weapon; for he thought it better 
to, be. content for the preſent with a ſmall, Loaf, than to 


| have no Bread at all; and. therefore, with all the Profeſſions | 


of Integrity, and formal Reſpect, he takes his Leave of the 


King, and repairs to Mö on Gaſtle of Breckmctk. The Truth 


is, both Richard and he were a cduple of Villains; for Bycking- 
ham Fad: been je, Sin Tool, (as we have ſeen before) both 
e 


in helping to deſtroy the Queen's Relations, and after that 


the Lord Zaſtings, becauſe he wou dn't be ſo great a Villain 
ia, then he carries on the Deftgn of making the young 


Princes Baftards, and ſo of depoſing King Edward, and ſet- 


tig the Uſurper: And now that he's deny'd the Re- 
unt r fis Villany, he repents of what he had done; but 


had Ridhw gtatifpd him sscording to his Stipulation , he 


wou d both have juſtiſy d and applauded. the worſt of all his 
Actions. But let us trace things a little further, and we 


br fall ſee how juſtly Divine brovidenee brings the Sins of 


* 


wicked Men upon their own Heads, and makes em inſtru- 


mental to defiroy each other. 


The Puke, upon his repairing to his Caſtle of Brechuck, 


finds there his Priſoner the Biſhop of Eh, whom Richard had 


committed to his Cuſtody; and now entertains him more 


ke a Friend than a Priſoner: And indulging tlie N 


-- 


d Rien -, tho 
the Liberty of Converſation with him, takes Oecaſſen to diſ- 


ently told him, 
diſtance it migthe g 


Tein himſelf with ſuch dangerous Subjeftr r For © Worlts, nüded 


Biſhop! ſeem'd willing to wave this Diſcourſt, {ſuch the 
more eager was the Duke*roknow his Mind. 


\ * 


3 


1 - „ * 4+ ö 
L þ * 
” 
« — * * Py : _ i= 
* 4 ” * . * < 
* _ # + ue 2 
3 1 . 1 * ' — 2323 * 
* - * 7 o : * y | 1 o» * * — * 4 
* ” ar 1 
yy : o * * * 1 a 
D 8 * > * o _— T Z * . = * ” oy þ y 
e 25 2 Ar "4 * 1 * LS » 
5 _ __ 5 * A 2 9 4.5 M4 35 


with am \Poſſibilizy it may be obtain d, let * be 


& the. Realm ofren rues, where: Children rei 
«ſw; 5 not but be perſwaded t 


« pr 
% Publick Good, (and my own N Intereſt) to join 


Iſo b True Setret Ey of.. 


” Thas you will not be ever 10, but, breueh ſec ther Burſt a 
Honograble Expediens iq gr pope un nr Ops 
thereby. all Tyramical ——— 19.5 Juſtice — 

2 Feat ever 5 


a payee 2 rr e, will, wi 
ſeed you unlipwag * 
dub for the Eid — w_—_— — — 


e 94 34 


may xe-unite tbe long fince ſevered. Bearing 


The 


biſhopihad no n ended his Speech, but. the Duke, 
up bis Eyes to Heaven, put off his Hat, and ſaid, 70 
n good and perfed Gift, 
f wy bunbleſt Heart, I tender all poſſible Praiſe 
at thou: beſt given A0 through thy gracious 
—— 10 — 4 fair Means, whereby thy 
; Fanacency preſerved, and Inbumaniiy pu- 
Ee, Quiet of thy People procured, and every true 
arcs bane juſt Cane to- rejoyce in thee, And then putting on 
Kis Hat again, he pako to the the Biſhop as followeth. 


« At- what time my Brother-in-Law leſt this Life, ( for 1 
1 „ preſyme.it is not unknoun to you that King Edward and 1 

1 marry'd: two Siſters) 1 began to conſider with my ſelf 
4 what little Advantagt I receiv'd. from ſuch my Marri 


4 at his hands; notwithſtanding my Readineſs to do him 21 


« the Service--I coud. I will not therefore deny, that the 


© little Kindneſs I ever received from him, made me — 


but a very indifferent Eftcem for him, and a leſs for his 
Children: And then reme ; the Old Proverb, That 
and Women hear 


t much Miſchief 
«< and. ay 98 wou d befall the whole Kingdom, if either 
* the young were ſuffer d to ſway the Scepter, or the 
Queen Mother —— to have the Government; and 1 


« was the rather: inducd to think ſo, becauſe her Brocher's 7 
4 Children, by a former Husband, tho of no very Ancient 


* Nobility: why A kreater Power to themſelves in ana- 
e ging of State - Affaire, than either the Peceaſed Bre · 
7 * threns or any other Peer of the Realm: And. th „ta 

event further Miſchje,. I thought it expeqdient, for the 


the Dube of Ole, whom I then beli 


«« from Diſſimillation, and as fat from Injuſtice, as.I-now, to 


my Coſt, have found him to be à Perjur d Dilſembl 
« 18 at; and 3 1 ſided v. pi 2 


vert by 
my 


Red. Roſe and 
— — For then will all imeſtine Brails he be paciſſed, and every 


ee IRS e e eee 


ng ors 4] 
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King F ART 


« my ſole Labour and Induſtry, withont "the leaſt Suſph icon 
( vithon 


I proteſt, of what happened he was at the firſt 


< Council held after the Death of King Bm ( as you! thy | 


* Lord Biſhop, very welt know) procured to be made Prote · 
4 ctor both of ing and Kingdom; whereto he had wo: fdoner 

e artajn'd,' but by ltke Policy he got into his Cuſiog y hs two 
innocent Nephews, the King and the Duke of r. Then 
% he began to ſolicite me, ſometimes endeavouring to per- 
„ ſwade, and at other times threat ning by Force to take 
% upon him the Execution of the Regal State an Goyern- 
„ ment of this Kingdom, till the young King had attain'd 
the Age of Four and twenty Years ; Which Projefty in re- 
„ gard the Example was without Precedent; and that it would 
de more ſtrange to have an Ambitious Mind diveſt himſelf 
*© of that 'Eminent Power once obtain'd; than for. biin at 


|  * that Inſtant to effect it, I ſcem d not well ip reliſh itz" and 


: 7 the rather, for that 1 found by the Countenange'of what 
4 vere then at the Council Table, that the was unprovided 
of Seconds to back his "Propoſition. 
b poſition didn't anſwer kis Expe@ation, he went another 
4 way to work, (which be made alſo a colourable” Pretext 
4 for what he had already moved) he produced many (at 
a = ſeemingly.) Authentick Inſtruments and Refblutio 
Depoſitions of credible Witneſs, ſubſcribed by the 


« Gekas 8 and Canoniſts, the moſt Famous in theſe Times 


K for Jud t and Learning, by whom it was reſolved and 


4 ſo ad) That the Children of King Edmerd the Fburtn 


were to be reputed ill egitimate, and no way capable of 


_ © the- Inheritance of the © Crown: Which Orexrture then 
_ #..( unfeignedly I ſpeak it) 1 thought as real and true, as I 


„% know now that the Deponents Names were counterfeited, 
< and the whole "Buſineſs. forged. Theſe Depoſitions' and 
4 Reſolutions thus by him produced, Mere read, and througb- 
ly debated by us at tie Council-Table, and 4bug'difcat- 
* ſed upon; until the Protector himſelf ſtood up, and ſaid, 


=” My Lords, As on the one part, and bur Long ips ave! moſt. 
that N Edward' s_ Children uli 'receiue” nd Dh; 


$6 — 
%% en the other fade; I beſeech you, 4o nat v0 be "tbe: Ocrafion 
that I Juffe Juffer appar ens Wrong + For #his Point being thus cleared, 
5 N that my Brother's Sons are nt inheritable, bebolu me, the un- 


e and e Heir of Richard Praia, 7 | 
by BIty of 


f York, ny deceaſed _ dear Father, who was 
1 * * Parliament hd * proclaimed lawful Heir ef ih Crown 


England. 2 1 ſeduved Men, thwking all 


t Ed "ip hid before us, was Real and Anthentick , 


— Conſent, That in regard the Duke of Clarence's Son, 


«by reaſog of the former Attainder of his Father, ( bendes 


nis objettcd Tllegitimacy too ) was difabled to carry the n. 


© Heritancs} to xeept of the Eramble for gur King and 
D eee * N 7 © 4” e Soycraign 


E 


But ſince that Pro- 


* 


- 


— 


Le the mean time takin 


e . . The True Secret Hiſtory of 


„ Soyeraign Lord: Which I was the rather induc d to do, by 
bow much he; had often, with ſolemn Proteſtations, both 
„ Ppblick and Private, given me his faithful Promiſe, that the 
- <.twa;young Infants ſhou'd no ways be abus d; hut that they 

< .ſhou'd have ſuch ſufficient Aſſurance for Maintenance, as 1 
and the feſt of the Nobility ſhau'd well like and approve 
* Of. Which how well he hath performed, judge you: 
<< ,When he was no ſooner, by. my Procurement, from a Pri- 


4 vate Perſon, made Proteftcr 4 and N Subject, ſole So- 
der by which he had 


4 veraign, but he caſt down the La 
< climb d to bis Preferment, changing his Manners with his 
„ Honoufg: hund vot only denied me to enjoy the Liberty of 
% my undou Right, as touching the Earldom of Hart- 
y ; Ford, unjuſtlydetain'd from me by his Predeceſſor King Ed. 


_ © werd, and which at our firft Conference about thoſe Pro- 


L ceedings,. this Richard with many execrable Oaths and Pro- 
4 miſes afſured me, but kept touch in nothing af what was 


formerly concluded between us ; but. inftead of that, 


4 as treated with Diſdain, and with rude and uncivil Lan- 


L gage; denying that T any ways aſſiſted, but rather op- 
,* pos him. in his obtaining the. Crown :Yet- this his foul 


itude, and barbarous: Unkindneſs, I for the preſent 


4 tiencly ſuffer d; but when I received certain Knowledge 


of the unnatural Murder of his two Natural Nephews, 1 
_ - # bocame ſo traniported with Hatred and Indignation, chat 


_ *© T:coird hardly forbear publickly reyenging their Death, 
and my own Diſgrace, in his on Court: Till better con- 
_ © ſidering the Doubtfulneſs-of the Event, I thought it more 
_ <-ſafe with Patience to wait a fitter Opportunity; and in 
E 
e {mother my own Roots, Remi to take no notice 
of his Unkindneſs, and appearing to be very well fatisfy'd 
. *, with:the Uſage I have receiv'd from him: Hoping that by 
this means I may more unperce ivably compaſs my own 


Ends, and more certainly bring down upon his Head 


that Vengeance which be has ſo juſtly merited. In order 
to which, I obtain d leave to- retire my ſelf to this Place. 
ut in my Journey hither, I bad many tumultuating 


Thoughts in my Mind, by what means I might beſt ac- 


„compi what 1 Bad ſecretly deſign d;; that is, to pull the 
Lions Skin from that Uſurping Boar, that now makes ſuch 


- ©.a*Ravge in the Kingdow. ' ot oo no 
i... 2 Firſt, I thought with my ſelf, that there was now a 


4 fair Path beaten out for me, (he being now, by the Mur- 


„ der of his tender Nephews; [grown deſpicable to God and 
all' good Men) to lay hold of the Gtoun; in regard 


- © there was not one whom I cod then call to remembrance, 


1 either of Power or Pretence ſufficient to debar me from 


\ 


|  ,#-enjoying it; being no way unprovided of Means, Men, 


rample from him, diſſemble and 
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7 or Money, for Employment; and in this laſt Contem- 
i plation 1 continu'd a while, till afterwards it came into my 
Mind, that to come in by way of Couqueſt, wou'd prove both 

4 difficult and hazardous; in regard moſt of the Nobility 

. and Gentry wou d oppoſe me therein; if for no other 
End or Reaſon, yet for the Preſervation of their Tenures 
and Titles, which in a Conquerors Hands are liable to 5 
„ dd TR IO ied. 
Then 1 bethought my ſelf of a. Title, and my Tancy - 
< ſuggeſted to me, That the Lord Edmond Duke of Somerſet, 
< my Grandfather, was within Degrees lineally deſcended . | 
* from Fohn-of, Gaunt; For Edmond Beauford Earl Moryton, 2 4 
was Son of Fohn ſimamed Bequford, of Beauſod in aue, 


te which came to the Houſe of - Lancaſter hy Blanch of Ar- | 
* thys, Wife to Edmond Eirſt Earl of Lancaſter, Son of Fahn | | 
© of Gaunt Duke of Lancaſter : That my Mother being Eldeſt 4 
£ Daughter, 1 was neut Heir to Hemy the Sixth. And here. jt 
de upqn 1 (et up my Reſt, thereon to lay. 4 Foundation j 
* whereon to ereft my Building. But as God wou'd haue i 
it, whilſt my Brains were buſie, and as T rid "debating , _ | 
„ with my ſelf how 1 might ſet my Engines going to the 9 
© beſt advantage, betwixt #orcefler and Bridenorth 1 acciden- | 
«tally encountred Margaret Counteſs of Ricbmond, the true 


* and only Heir of my Grandfather's Flder Brother; Fob | 
„Duke of Somerſet , who married Margaret Daughter and - + W 
Heir of Sir Fobn -Beuchemp of Bletſo, Knight; by whom ge * 
e had Iſſue one only. Daughter, Margaret, who martied EB . 
% mond of Hoddam, Son of Owen Nis by Queen Xtherine, | 
« and Half Brother by the Mother to King Henry the Sixth, | 
+ But ſhe was as abſolutely forgotten by me, as if I had never 
4 ſeen or known her. Now ſhe, and her Son Henry 'Earl of 
* Richmond, being both Outwork and Percullis between * 
and that Port, which J muſt of neceſſity paſs, if I ſhould 
at any time attempt to enter into the Court-Royal of 
< Majeſty, my preſuppoled Title was in my Imagination 
h ſcarce worth à Tittle. And herewithal calling to mind. 
That thoſe inſeparable Dangers, inſupportable Cares, and 
L almoſt unavoidable Troub'es, that are the conſtant Concq- . 
„ mitants of a Crown, are ſo imminent and numerous, thit 
„ no one, if he be bat a Man, can with Safety eſcape,” well 
© undergo, or with Patience endure the leaſt of many of 
© then; except by Lineal Deſcent the Law do caſt it upon 
te him, or that he be, by God's ſpecial Providence, as David 
6 was, before · appointed thereunto. And further taking into 
Conſideration, That if once aſſumed the ſwaying of the 
« Scoptery tho' 1 might perhaps be of ſufficient Ability to lay hold 


aof it, yet on the one part I ſhon d be ſure to find many 
BF © © Foes; and but few faithful Friends; and on the othet ſide, 
= © bs Zdword's Daughters and their Allies, whoſe Patience 
b * | 8 | | þ a | | . 


| 254 - we "The True Secret Hiſtory of .. 1 


- © being much abuſed, mighe ſtir up ſome to take their part: 
Or my Couſin Richmond, with his Friends and Follewers, or 


* thing to give full Satisfaction to all) wor'd be ever ſnatch- 
4 ing or ſnacling at me, upon every the leaft Occaſion, and 
* and Honour wou'd be always hanging but by a very flen- 
7 der Thread; my Danger ſtill over-ballancing my Security 
* and. Repoſe : And theretgre I from thenceforth concluded 
. with my ſelf, to baniſh out of my Thoughts the building 


6 


< of all thoſe Caſtles ia the Air, which my Imagination had 


< form'd to it ſelf; reſolving with my lelf neit er to look 
Aer the Government of the Kingdom, either in my own 
„Ribe. or to my..own Uſe; but watchfully to attend, if at 


*< any time it ſhout pleaſe God ſo to order it, that'an Op- 


5 
4 Portunity ſhou's be put into my band, whereby I might 
4 to relieve the Gpprell 


| br the good P caſure of the Almi ge to make this che 
„4 which both may be effected. to his Glory: For 
: « 1 — e Fall of Richmond to take to Wife Elizabeth the Eldeſt 


Daughter of Ting Edward the Foufth. To bring which 


— „about, neither mf Perſon, Power, nor Purſe * want- 
ing: For by this Match, the two Houſes of York and 
Lancaſter , at this. time fo miſerably disjointed ,” may be 


4 united, and br t into Conjunktion. And whereas my 


< Grandfather and Father did both loſe their Lives in abet - 
* ting the fide of Lancaſter; I will 982 r mine, to 
= < conjoin them both hand in band. 


Tuo this Speech of the Duke's be⸗ fontewtar NOM yet 
1 do not believe it will be thought tireſome to the 
Reader, becauſe it gives ſo clear an "Idea of the” Cauſes of 


thoſe things, che Effects whereof we have in part already 


een: For here the Duke ſeems to have laid open his whole 
"Heart to the Biſhop: He fhews what was the Cauſe of his 
Diſcontent under King Edward the Fourth, which begot in 
Him a Prejudice againſt his Children; and how upon that 
ws be fell in with Richard, fearing the growing Power 
. en's Relations under Edward * ki pid He fſhews 

als the Villany and Baleneſs of 1 as Fra the 
rged Deeds concerning the Baſtardy of 2 55 
Poker to his'own Acceſſion to the ens 
tells the Biſhop, That the Cauſe of his tin to rig 


wh 
£ AH 


=; 


Was, lis not making good the Matters ſtipulated between 


them at their firſt 'eitring into League with each other; 
and that Nebard was fo üngrateful, after be had got e 
he Throne, by his means Sto deny that ter 
hs: N e "(uy at the N 


3 
4 ; mn 5 2 


| 0 


< ſome diconcented Lords (for it wou'd be an impoſſible | 


upon any Advantage z ſo that in all likelihood my Life 


» we % 


ed, and to pull down 
< the Oppreſſor; and nom I am 5 perſwaded that it 


— 


W BG yo one E 2.4 Hh. 1 i 2 © © s 
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Ts afficm'd.ro the contrary ) was, ſo-conſciqus-to himſe 
his. helping. of him in, that he reſolv'd, to. help him out 
| And is ſo. ingenuous as to tell him what a Mind he BB 
bad. to the Crown hanſetf; and tho by me eting the Coun- Poe | 
teſs of Rtebmond, Whilſt he was building, choſe Canes in the * 
Air, as he himſelf calls em, he was nd that the _— 
"Title of Earl Henry made 9 — 75 worth > Tit TA wn 4 
from the Senn of the 57 of ande te 
88 alan it, that be rein 1 
N ughts. 
| However, this is certain, That from thi Diſcourſe « the | 
Biſhop and the Duke t on ether , that n s form'd " 
for the Uniting of the Red and White-Rolſes, "that took 3 
2 Ehe both, his Life and Kingdom zt the Bartel, of 
iel, The Duke indeed, tho he Jaid the Fonnda- | 
tion © of the Deſign, yet. 2 not to ſee it accompliſh d © -W 
tho the Biſhop: did. Rcbard knowing e had I, 
diſoplig d Ye e; Ea 110 * had a Politick and | | 
Deſign piece, alous of him, notwithſtanding- 
all Ta ts Wache that the Duke made towards him. 
And therefore he had always, a watchful: Eye upo n him: Wn 
And having by ſome means or other learn d Gmethia gt the - 1 
2 | 
| 


Deſign of his bringing in the Earl of Richmond, he Ends = 
the Duke to come to London, l all Ne 
and Friendſhip imaginable: But the 8 74 knew the 
750 well to "ou him any more; he knew that TT 15 
| ſpoke fo fair, there were ſeven Abominatious in his Heart, 
and therefore as not to come at him; yet gave him 
— abſolute Denial, but put bim off wich dilatory Excu- If. 
ſes: Which the King knowing the Meaning of, as well as 0 
the Nuke, by 3 n Meſſ⸗ je Has forthwith | 
82 the Tye. of 15 Allegiance: Upon which, the 1 
there mu . * an open Breach, re- | 
= oe Relate nies nt, if be cou d il 
2 it, any 1 perry ſuch a 1 0 „ 
erju 4, . ui Butcher of his own | Fleſh Blood, , 7-0 
EDD EE N | 


Sw 

and. the Bale Tr Friends ee Moti in ſeveral Places, — 

Which yet. cou'd not King to ſoparate his 39 

i divert bim 1 fon lg towards the Duke i 

of Buckingham. who having. notice thereof , both readily | 

and willingly. ſets forward, bending his Courſe tow m4 
f 


the Foreſt of Deen, , intending, at Glauceſter to have my 

the ' Severn, 1 ſo to have join d 5 Forces with the 

two Curt and. the Weſtern, Confederates ; but by the 5 

long Continuance Wet Weather, the Waters thereabouts 1 

. Vo” ſo high, tha the.. Severn was. broken out, 12 0 
| bo 


/ 


* 


756 
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9 8 for the Duke's Forces to 7 tranſ N. 


. e or de de e ir d to che Houſe 1 (rg 


Y Bamiſte 
* migh ght et 


E Niebard Kavi ig ne A e Tha ir — 1 
of the Dyke of Nabe (who - 


838 cou'd bring Ti 
now proclaim'd 'a Traitor, and all his Lands and Goods 
ſened into the King's Hands) ſo that the Duke might be 
apprehended ; if the Perſon” were a Bond.: man, he ſhou' 
be manu -mitted; if a Free man, he ſhou'd' have à General 
Pardon, and a Thouſand Pound current En nelifh Coin. Soon 
after . this Banniſter, ( whether for 2 to offend the 
* or greedy Covetouſneſs to gain the Thoufand Pound, 
« diſpmadle) like an ungrateful Servant, | perfidiouff 
dd Maſter the Duke 2 Srv. ere te che Sheri 
. by 11 2 who thereupon 


vey'd him to. Shrewslwy, where K Richirt then la. - and 
Bing from thence — to alte he was hes qe 
out any 5 5 al Proceedings, behead 
Publick Market-Place. thus fell tlie Duke * 0 an 
a Victim to Divine Juſtice for the Bloc i he h 

1 be bet rl 


24 hand in ſhedding 7 ;, tho“ moſt 'ingratefully 

urges (For it Was no better) by King Richard: Rund "tho 
t preſent Richqrt triumph d, yet had he Duk hah I have 
aid before ) laid that Deſign tar in the End 


0 1 25 
this bloody King to his deſerved Puniſhment. 


nifter, whether he receiv'd the Reward promis ak in the Pro- 
clamation, tis uncertain; but that God's Judgmegts ſoon af- 
ter overtook bim and his, is both very certain and remark- 
able; for he himſelf was afterwards hang d for Manſhughter, 


* » — 


| his Eldeft Daughter was debauch'd by one of bis Cartets, | 


ew diſtracted, and laid violent 
he ch he miſerably dy d. Tbete 
things I mention, as a 


N ne and tres 
cherous Men to look into. 
* Uſurper, tho” the Dale gh es 


and his Eldeft Son and Heir 
Hands upon himſelf, by * 


was not therewith fatisßed; his infatiate Thie Bat beheaded, 
cou'd not be ſo e and * made a" Is. 
; Enquiry 


had ne tbe Countries ; ſo that ke war's thi im- 
ich th 


—— 
* 


bim in Noe 
Grove near Banniſter's Ducting Houſes from whetice he con - 


ee REHA 
Enquiry after all thoſe: that Alec 
 vourers. of Earl Ricbmand's Alloc 


t inghorn,, 2 8 
| 4 uarter d, on for IRE tis chief 
h 1 3 Sity ns 2 5 N *. 


following K dime: 5 05 { fe fits A G. 


hy: | th hat tal, 


Executed at London, for being ſuppoſed. to be the Earl of-Ric 

mond's Friends. Nays Sir — ron himſelf, tho he ha 
married Anne, the Duke of Exeter 
Kings own Siſter, far d. no better; but with Thomas Rame Eſq ʒ 
Was Executed at Exeter, „„ en 

Thbeſe things made Him appear {o.1o fordid, a8 well as 0 ſa- 
vage, to all Foreign Princes, that they refuſed to have y 
- .Cammerce with him: Lewis the French Ki ing, (. to hom” 
| ſent ip conclude-a League) ſo abhocr'd. bis Amity, that he 
wou'd A5 no means ſee or hear his Ambaſſadors, but ſent them 
away, with Diſgrace. - The King of Scots, 8 7 had ſo lately 
ſubmitted to his Brother, defy'd 1 * and all his Power, as 2 
Beaſt: What Scorn the Duke 15 Britaign put upon him needs 
no other proof, than the hanging his Chief Minifter for hold- 
dus Iptellgence with him. Nor was he indeed in much bet- 
der Eff em at hoine 5 For tho he is by ſome cry d 

up for making good F ws,..becauſe he 2 that Act againſt 

evolences, in u hich was Enacted, the Commonal 

of the Realm ſhou'd in no wiſe, be Charged with any Impo 
"tion call'd a Benevolence; TR yet that AQ ork ud to be an "Af 
fitted to the time he-liv? and tis very probable had never 


BY had he not known in elf to be ſo generally hated, that . 
e 


 deſpair'd of ever. having any Free · will rings. And yet 
it is poſſible he, as moſt Uſurpers, might Endeavour to fortify 
himſelf with good Conſtitutions, being as much afraid of the 
People, as they. were of him: But it is not likely ſo wicked a 
Nan, cou'd make a good King, Nor did his P think 
themſelves ſo obliged to him for any of his govd Akts, as to 


1 9 85 him any Return of Gratitude. or Affection; but as 


Toonas they had an opportunity, revolted from him to the Earl 
5 Richmond: Inſomuch that where King Henry came to a Cloſe 
8 with him, he found little Difficulty: co Conquer him, 
| Richard's Army wanted not Conduct, nor himſelf Cou- 

33 But indeed, that which contributed moſt to his Ruine, 


was the Self- Condemnation which a E .ap 'd in his own Con. 


ſcience. Which he cou d neitherSmother nor Conceal, the Terror 


of it being manifeſt. As appear d not only by the cauſleſs Jea- 
louſies be conceiv'd of der l 


be ſuſpelied « to 87 
Une Col- - 


ok Rule all England ander the Haas. | 9m | 
by. 
GER ſoon after Sir George Brown, and sit Roger 40 we 


1 55 who was the 


| f neareſt Truſt about him, ma- 
King the Duke of Buckingham * the Lord _ his too N 


| 
| 
if 
4 
ö 


telt Friends his Enemies; by ſuſpecting them to be ſo; but al- 
e poor Kee e made to ſupport his totrering Title 
it marrying the 
17 (when he ad murther'd )'to gain the Earl of Warwick on 
fide; and afrer making her away, in hopes ro marry his 


„Elizabeth, Eldeſt Daughter to his Brother King Ed. 


ward, and Strengthen himſelf with her Title, (notwithftand- 


ing he had but alittle before caus'd her, and all her Fathers 

ildren, to be 'detlar'd Illegitimate. ) Nay, ſo bruitiſhly 
wicked and deviliſh was he relolv'd to be; that if he had 
Fail'd in his Deſign of Marrying her, he fully purpos'd to 


raviſh her, and had actually accompliſh'd it, had not Earl 


Richmontl( who knew the 1 that Lady was in) been ſo 
Preſs d the Earl, as he intended to have done. 
Theſe low and vile Practiſes, as they ſhew'd him rather Po- 
litick than Wile, fo ny gave fuch an Umbrage to his own 
Farrh, and ſhock'd their Confidence, that (as if they 
bad foreſeen his Fall by Inſtinct, before there were any vi- 
fible Symptoms of Decay in his Power) every Man ſcem d 
Creſt-faln in his Court, à long time before they had any A. 
lam from Abroad: But mn had heard of the Arrival 
of the Earl of Richmond, he himſelf ſaw the Preſages of his 


quick upon hint, that he vnly adjoutn'd it tal after he had ſup- 


Deftiny in their Countenances ; found they follow d him as a 


Tyrant, rather than à King; drawn by a Principle of Fear, 
and not of Affection; which ſo ſenſibly difquieted him within, 
that inſtead of being Couragious, he grew Deſperate. '. 

But now the Fatal Day was come! Both ſides bei 


inclin'd to fight; being thereto moved by their ſeveral Fears; 
bd of 4% be abj 


Suffer, or by their Expences ; ſince he had no Authority 
"What they of their free Will gave him. But Rich d's Con- 


dition was much worſe of the Two, for ſtill fome or other 


-fled from him. So that ſeeking out a fit Place to fight 
in, he encamped himſelf near a Village called Boſworth « 


not far from Leicefter ; where having refreſhed his People, 


ke prepared to fight. It is ſaid that the Night preceli 
he had in his Keep ſtrange and frighcfol Apparitions, wt, 
he believed to be Devils; and that troubled him, and broke 


his ſleep, leaving him ſo affcighted, that every one wondred 
at it. Whereupon be, who had always wont to appear 
3 5 


Chearful in Fight, thought, that if now any Sadneſs 

de diſcovered in him, it wou'd be accounted Cowardiſe : 
And that therefore it was neceſſary for him to tell his Dream, 
that his Diſturbed Countenance being known to ariſe from 


another Cauſe, might take off that Imputation. And who 


can blame him, for being fo diſturbd now that his Fate drew 


nigh, when be had ſuch a load of Guilt ſtill dogg d him at the 
CE =. 3 


[nee  * 


— 


of Prince Edwwd the Son of Ren- 


being equally 
s being Abandoned; the Earl,” that his followers 
_ might grow weary ; either by the Incommotitios they might d 


0 
4 
; 


Jrory of 


” 


| N * 15 9 ; 4 | 55 = N S 4 * 7 2 : - # i * 2 | 
; - was rufſed behind Bench Senigleer, his own Purſevant of Arms“ 


5 N ay 4 

% 
His elty | 1 
at ay time he ſdew d any Vertue, it was but Pretence; the 
Truth of his Mind was only Lying and Falſehood. I will con- 
clude all, with what one has long ſince ſaid of him: „Ning 

= * Richard the third was 4 Mmſter of Luſt and . > wooſe 

<«. Murders, ioo mam 10 be here repeated, are at large ſet down in our 


« Chronicles ; with bit Attempts of Rape end Inceft : So perfels be 
« was in Villeny und Hypocrifie, that be wou d always uſe moſt fair 

* Language, and ſhew greatefl 2 Love and Cour teſie to that 

3 Mas inthe Morning, whoſe Throat he had taken Order to be Cut 
| « that Nights And was the firft 1 read of in our Story, that ever 

T "uſed that Oath, God-Damn-me. Ee was flain at Boſworth 
© Field ; bis Body flark naked and Mangled, beſmear'd with Bod 

+ Lend Duſt, was Hes 4 Forſe 10 Leiceſter; mbere for 4 
 - © Spellacle of hare and Scorn, he lay two Days unbttried, 
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"ING HENRY the Seventh, of the Houſe of Lan- 
- caſter, fucceeded to Richard the \Third, ſlain in Boſworth 
_. *. Bitte: He was the Son of Edmund Tewdor Far! of | 
Richmond, and Margaret bis Wife..:: His. Birtb. place was Pem- 
brook-Caſtle in Wales; So that the Prophecy of Cadwallador 
the laſt King of Britain, That the Britiſh Blood ſhould Reign 
in Britain, came 10 be fulſiled in thus. King. He married Eliza- 
beth, Eldeſt Daughter of Edward the Fourth, whereby the wo 
Houſes of York and Lancaſter became united into one. A great 


part of bis Reign, be was roubled with ſeveral papeftors, Ward *% 


in the end were both detected and puniſhed, A Rebellion was raiſed 21 
againſt bim in the North, by one John a Chamber, 4 poor 


Fellow; and another in the Weſt, headed by the Tord Aud y 


both which were happily ſuppreſſed. He takes part with the Dale | 
f Britain againſt the French King: - HE beſiegetb Bulleign 3 and 
afterwards makes an Honourable Peace with the French. He Mar- 
ries bis eldeſt Daughter into Scotland, and bis youngeſt Daughter 
into France, and bis Son Arthur to the Jufanta of Spain, be 
dying five Months after bis Marriage. The King and Queen of 
Caſtile being driven into England 5 4 Storm, were Royally enter- 


_ - rained by thk Ring. He ſets up Empſon and Dudley, to oppreſs 


_ the People, by proſecuting them upon Obſolete Laws, And bavi 
reigned ne ar Twenty four Tears, be departell this Life at bis Roy 
Palace of Richmond, April 22. 1509. having lived Fifty wo 
Years, and was buried at bis Chappel, adjoyning to. Weſtminſter- 
Abbey, called Henry the Sevemb's Chappel. Thus far his Ge- 


\ 


His Secret Hiſtory will run through a great part of his 
Reign: For his Title to the Crown, and his Relation to the 
Houle of Lancaſter, is a Secret to this very Day; being fo 
remote from laying any Claim to the Crown by Right f 
Blood, as it was even then the common Opinion that he had 
no Right at all thereunto: For his Father, Edmund Barl of 95 
Richmond, was Son to Owen Teudor, and Queen * i 


\ 
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ReliQ of King Henry the Fifth, whoſe Houſes had no Affinity, 
nor relation of Kindred, to the Houſe of Lancaſter : By his 
Mothers fide, indeed, there may be ſomewhat ſaid for him; 
'  fince Margaret Counteſs of Kirhmond (only Daughter to the 
flirſt Duke of Somerſet, and Grandchild to John Duke of Lan- 
eaſter, the Father of Heury the Fourth, the firſt King of that 
Houſe) pretended, that in caſe the then preſent Succeſſion 
mould fail, ſhe and ber Son were to ſucceed, as rightly de- 
ſcended from the ſaid Foby, the Father as well of the Houſe of 
Somerſet, as of that of Lancaſter. But this pretended Title 
meets with two Oppoſitions z The one, That the Houſe of 
Lancaſter had no Right at all to the Crown; The other, That 
ſay it had, the Houſe of Somerſet did not partake therein, tho 1 
ſprung from the ſame Head. The Reaſons why the Houle, of L 
Lancaſter had no Pretence, are theſe; Henry the Fourth { 
uſurped the Crown from Edmund Mortimer, deſcended from 
Philippa, Daughter and Heir to Lionel Duke of Clarence, elder 
Brother to the Duke of. Lancaſter 5 upon whom (Kin Riche 
the Second dying without Iffue, as he did) the Succeſſion fell: 
So as the Uſurpation having continued from Father to Son, in 
the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Henries, it was impoſſible for 
them to tranſmit that Right to others, which they had not 
themſelves. But tho” the other had had Right, yet that the 
Houſe of Somerſet did not partake therein, is manifeſt. For 
the Duke of Lancaſter having had three Wives, Blanch, Con- 
fiance, and K atharine, the Due Claims of his Children, had by 
them, were not the ſame, with reſpect to the ſeveral Douries, 
and different Qualities of the three Mothers; Blanch brought 
with her the Dutchy of Lancaſter, Conftance the Pretences to 
the Kingdom of Caſlile and Leon; but Katharine (from whom 
our Seventh Henm was deſcended) nothing at all; being in- 
deed but a meerWaiting-Woman to the  above-ſaid Blanch: 
So as if #enry the Fourth, and the Daughters born of Blanch, 
could not pretend to the Kingdoms of Caſtile and Leon, in 
Prejudice to the Daughter of Conſtance, nor the Daughter of 
Conſtance to the Dukedom of Lancaſter, to the Prejudice of 
Henry the Fourth and his Sifters ; much leſs could the Chil- 
dren of Katharine the third Wife, have any Pretence at all, in 
Prejudice to the Children of tke two former Wives, unleſs we | 
allow it meerly in reſpect of the Father's Inheritance; and as 6 
to that, there. is the apparent Diſadvantage of their being laft | 
born, who for that reaſon, could not enjoy the Prerogative 
which the Law gives to the Firſt-born. To which, there is 
alſo a greater Obftacle, if we conſider that they were born ; 
whilſt Ganſeance yet lived, and ſo were not only Baſtards, but N 
on the Father's tide born iu Adultery. And tho?! after the | 
Death of Conſtance, he married Katharine, (by which the Chil- 
dren were made Legitimate, by the double Legitimation both 
pf Pope and Parliament, yet they not being of the whole 
Blood, the Houſe of Somerſet had nothing to do with the 
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Houſe of - Lancaſter, in what belong'd to the Inheritance f 
the Crown; their Legitimation making, them ofrly capab 

of the Inheritance by their Father. So as Henry the Fourth, 
being eftabliſhed in the Kingdom by the Authority of Par- 
Hament, and by the ſame Authority his Sens, and ſuch as 
| ſhould deſcend of them, being declared his lawfal Succeſſor s | 
therein; he (in caſe his Succeſſton ſhoald fait) made no wen- | 
tion at all of his Half. brothers, of ſuch as ſhould deſcend from "3 
them. So as let it be granted, that Z#enry the Fourth's Uſur- 
pation was no longer ſueh; after it was allowed 5 à Puplick 
Act of Election in Parliament; yet had not the Houſe of So- 
merſes (tho deſcended from the ſame Father) the fame Pre- 
tence 7 Since not being able to pretend to the Dukedom of 
Lancaſter, much leſs could it pretend to tie Crown, to which 
even the Father himſelf had ns Pretence at all, there being 
an Elder Brother before him. And if Henry, his eldeſt Son, 
obtained the Crown, it was by Purchaſe, and ſo as none ſhould 
enjoy after him, but ſuch deſcending from him, as he ſhould 
ſpecifically name. So as the Crown (according to the Laws 
of England) belonging to the Houſe of Tor, by the Marriage 
with. Anne, Siſter and Heir to the aforeſaid Zdmund Mortimer, 
there remains at leaft ſomewhat of Doubt, whether the Par- 
\ liament —4 inveſt the Houſe of Lancaſter with 4 Right to 
if the Crown, in prejudice to the firft Mortimer, and conſe- 
quently to the Houſe of Tork; they not having done any 
thing to forfeit that Right. And if they could not do it 
juſtiy then, neither could they do it juſtly after Henry the 
: ein Pretence tothe Crown. And if it could do it, in 
the ſame manner, and by the ſame Right, as it did operate to we” 
the Prejudice of Mortimer, and the Houſe of York, by waking a 
Fey the Fourth King; it might do the ſame to the Preſu- 

dice of the Houſe of Lancaſter, by making Edward the Fourth | 

King. So as Henry the Seventh, whether it be, by Election, = 

or natural Deſcent, is totally Excluded from any Right to the 
Cron: Which ſhews an unaccountable Ambition in Henry, 

GW | to pretend at all thereunto, before his Marriage with King 
; Edward's eldeft Daughter. Nor can I imagine, why Zdward © 

3 the Fourth, and his Brother Richard, ſhould be afraid of him, 

6 who was fo remote from the Crown ; unleſs it were, that he, 

as being Head of the Lancaſtrian FaQion, ſhould be trouble- 

| ſome to them. For, tho Henry the Sixth, and the Prince his 
Son, were Extinguiſh*d, (they being the laſt of the Houſe of 
\ Lancaſter) yet that Party, or Faction, was till in being, and 
might poſſibly be revived again under his Condu&, who had 
theneareft Relation thereunto. And for this reaſon. it was, 
that Hiumphrey Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, (not calling 
Henry to mind before his meeting with his Mother) tho | 
he himſelt had reaſon to pretend thereto: For in ſuch acaſe, „ 
the Right and Lawful Title of King, imports not ſo much as a 
the Lawful Title to be Head of a Party. The firſt is attainable 0 
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by Fortune, Force, or Favour of Parliament; the other only 
by Deſcent ; And on ſuch occaſions Law is not ſo much ſought 
after, as a Pretence; to pretend, is that which. is deſired, 
and that which ſufficetn: And this it was that moved the 
two Brothers to ſolicit to get him into their Tuition, from 
the Duke of Britany ; for, as for any thing elſe, they had no 
reaſon to fear him. For moſt probable it is, the Lancaſtrian 


Faction had never been revived,. had not Xichard been 2. 


Tyrant. For Edward the Fourth, had, through his Affability, 
in the latter part of his Reign, grounded ſuch an Affection 
of the People towards the Houſe of Torł, as neither Richard's 
Wickedneſs, nor Henrys ſeeming, Goodneſs, would have been 
able to have ever rooted out. Nay, Henry would have had 
none at all to have ſided with him, (tho againſt a Man ſo much 
 abhorred as Richard was) had it not been for his Promile to 
Marty Elizabeth, the Heir of the -Houſe and Kingdom. 


: 


I had, not ſo much inſiſted, in chis Secret Hiſtory, upon 


King Henry's having really no Title to the Crown, had not 


he ſo much in ſiſted on his own Title; which he was ſo fond of, 
that he made his firſt Appearance to the People with a Trine 
Aſpect of Deſcent, Conſent, and Conqueſt; ſetting forth a Pro- 
clamation, by which he declared himſelf King ure Divino, 
Humano, © Militari: The firſt (which was pretended to be 


proved by the Union of the Two Nations, the Britains and 


Normans) was ſaid to have been written in the Stars, and re- 
vealed from Heaven (if we may belicve Tradition) near 
Eight hundred Years before, to his great Anceſtor Cadwallader, 


the laſt of the Britifh Kings, who having loſt almoſt all that 


little that was left him, is ſaid to have fejoyced in the Aſſu- 


fance he had, That one of his Poſtgrity ſhould recover back 
the Imperial Diadem of this Ifle,” Which Prophecy King 


Hen the Sixth, (who had the Repute of being an Illumi- 

nated Man too) apply*d to this King, being then a Child, 
many Years before it was accompliſhed, ſaying, to ſome Lords 
that were preſent, when the Youth was playing by him, 


This'is he that ſpall enjoy what we now Conteſt for; "himſelf 
having they a hepefu] Heir alive, and the Houſe of Tork 


ſeveral. so that Og Juftified-by no leſs than two ſuch 
Notable Predictions of two Kings, it may doubtleſs paſs for 


a ſufficient Proof, that he was Rex, Jure Divino. But as to his 


Fure Humano, his Marrying the Undoubted Heir of York, and 


being Recognized by Act of Parliament, whatever he thought 


of it, were the two beſt Evidences of that Right; for it was 


thereby he brought all Hearts to bow to his Title, as before all 


Knees to his Fortune; the People generally believing, what 
| they were never likely to find, that the Roſes which ſprang 
from this Conjunctien, would never more have any Prickles. 


And for his being King de Fure Belli, he thought it was ſuffici - 


_ ently Juftified by his Conquering King Richard in the Field and 
| there receiving the Crown, as the Trophy of his Victor. 
57 © Pa es 8 4 
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* Bat for all his threefold ' Title of Deſcent, Conſent and Con- 
queſt, his ſtrongeſt Title was that which he'leaft accounted of, 
and which he had the great Averſation to, and that was his 
Titte by Marriage of the Lady Eligabeth: For having gotten 
the Victory, and flain' his Enemy, he grew Obſtinate in his 
Will, not to be King but by his own Title. And therefore 
he deferred his Marriage ſo long, that he began to be ſu- 
ſpected of being falſe to his Promiſe; and this'Suſpition was 
increaſed, becauſe of a Report that was ſpread broad, of his 
having given his Word to Marry Aunè the Daughter and 
Heir of the Duke of Britany ( which in refpe& of the Favours 
He had received from that Dake, was believed” to be true.) 
To obviate which Report, he yet thought it convenient; in 
an Aſſembly of the chiefeſt Lords of the Kingdom} which was 
called for that purpoſe, to ratifie his Fromiſe to Marry the 
Princeſs Elisabeth; which was indeed the only way he had left, 
to ſtop the Whiſpers, and diſſipate the Fears the People had 
of him. Notwithſtanding which, he deferred the Concum- 
mating of his Marriage, till being Crown'd, and in Poſſeſſion 
by his own Title, he might avoid being called King in the 
Right of his Wife; Which was, indeed, the true Reaſon, why” 
' he thew'd himſelf! ſo lukewarm in his Affection towards his 
Wife; Not, perhaps, that it was ſo much againſt her Fer- 
ſon; as the irreconcilable Enmity he had to her Houſe; Which 
prevailed more with him, than the Goodneſs, Fruitfulneſ and 
Beauty, of fo worthy a Wife. For when after ſo long Delays, 
he made good his Promiſe, and Married her, he was not well 
pleaſed with the extraordinary Joy the People enpreſſed on 
But ſince King Henry has obtained, among Hiſtorians, the 2 
| Name of a Wiſe and Prudent Prince, why ſhould! he thew- 'Y 
| ſuch an unaccountable *Averfion to the Title of his Wife 7 'Y 
T anſwer, Conſidering his own Crazy Title, it was rather a 
proud and obſtinate piece of Folly, than any real Point of 
Wiſdom; For it was the {light he put upon his Wife, whom he! 
never would ſuffer to be ſolemnly - Crown'd," as Was uſual to 
other Queens, that created him ſo much Trouble and Diſ- 
3232 both with reſpect to Lambert Simmel, and Perkin” 
Marbeck, The true and Secret Reaſon, therefore, of his? 
Adting after this manner, ſeems to be, not ſd much du of the? 
1 Hatred he bore to the-HouſS of Tork as out of Love te him- 
ſelf: For he conſiqeted, that's Noiſe being tuous 4, abet 
the Duke of Tors heing alive, ( preſerwudfrem Death; by 
thoſe that had the C to Kill him) W — proved 
true; his aim by his Wiſe would have faned m g fer no. 
thing could have Excluded that Duke; had he been living, 
but the Conteſted Title of Lancaſter. And ſuppoſe this News! 
to be falſe, yet there remained other Doubis til for if he 
| ſhould have dyed without Shildren, che bare Title of Mar- WO 
riage would not hae made good the Crown tò him, A 
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then would haxe fallen to the next of her Siſters. And ſup- 
poſe ſhe ſhonld have dyed before him, leaving Children be- 
Hind her, the Crown would fall upon them; io as many In- 


conveniencies might have happened unto him thereby. For 
no doubt but he was ſenſible, that in this caſe, tho his Chil - 
dren, and the Parliament, ſhould both of them have ac- 


quieſc'd in continuing him in the Government, yet there is 
a great deal of difference between. Reigning by Vertue. of 


Birth and Law, whereby he was net obliged to any; and 
Reigniag by Vertue of anothers Conſent, which obliged 
him to every one. In the firſt he was Free and Independent; 
in the ſecond, Dependant and of Courteſie. So that he was 
ſo Wiſe, as to contider it was unſafe to rely upon his Wife's 
Title; and that his own Title, the it was more Crazy, was 
yet more Safe. He alſo ſaw, that to make uſe of his Title 


of Conqueſt, would have been dangerous, foraſmuch as it 


might have alienated even thoſe that ſided with bim; for 
thereby he had Authority te take what he would from whom 
he would; to make what Conditions he pleaſed 3 to make 


Laus at his pleaſure; and to diſannul Laws already made, 
uhen he thought fit; and to diſpoſe of Men, not as a King 


of his Subjects, but as a Lord of his Slaves. And therefore, 


tho? the Title of 1 ancaſter was condemned by Parliament, as 
Uſurped and-Unjuft, and that he himſelf was called: to the 


Crown, not. by Vertue of his own Title, but that by Marry- 
ing with the Princels E1:34betb, the true Queen and. Eeir to 


the Houſe of Tork, all thoſe Diſputes might be ended. Yet 


moved by the Contiderations before · mentioned, and not va- 


luing the Inconveniencies that might ariſe, he declared him- 


ſelf King by Vertue of his Birth, not naming the krinceſs 
Elizabeth in any thing; as being willing to run any danger, 
rather than te be a King by his Wife's Courtelie while the | 


ſhould live, or the Good- will of his Children, it ſhe ſhould 


die ; or the Permiſſion of Parliament, if he ſhould have no 


— 


Iſſae by her. Nit 


„Having thus reſolved, therefore, to ſtand upon his own 
Legs, he was Crown'd in bis own Right, before his Mar- 
riage, hy Cardinal Bourchter, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
called a Parliament ſeven Days after; wherein he paſſed two. 
Notable Acts ; the firſt of which, was, , 7ke Ac 715 Repeal of 
tle Anginacr againe himſelf. and his Party.; whereby the Ad- 


verſary had caſt ſo much Dirt and, Blood upon them, as left 
an Eternal BemiſhihpDn Record, to Sully their Memory, as 

en their Intereſt. For, however, the Law- 
Fers had af. 


fared him, that the Poſſeſſion of the Crown; took. 
aft an Defeats 3, Jet in, reſpect; they nere not able to give 
him like H ffuragge of continzing that Poſſeſſion, his Jealduſi 


_ of the; Worſt, ptompted him to em the Beſt, hy obli- 
terating che Reprocb, a8 well as taking, 
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for the time being, by. Arms or otherwiſe, ſhould ever after be 
 Tnpeahed: for in or Artaimed, either. by Courſe of Lan, or by 
Al of Parliament. And that if any ſuch AR ef _ 4ttainder..did 
men to be made, it ſhould. be void im it ſelf, and of 10 Effet. 
Which Law, tho' it were like a two edg d Weapon, that (if 
not wiſely manag d) might as well wound him in whoſe Hand 
t was, as thoſe againſt whom it was directed; yet it ſerved 
his turn for the preſent, and ſecured the Subject no leſs than 
the Prince. And, indeed, had this Law been ſooner. made, 
it had prevented a great deal of Blood being ſpilt. Ayd ſuc- 
ceeding Parliaments were ſv ſenſible of the Uſefulneſs of this 
Law, that it has been continued ever ſince. Tho there is 
no doubt to be made, but it was King Hemy's, Conſciouſneſs 
of his ewn Crazy Title, and the tixkliſh Ground he ſtood upon, 
that was the occaſion of this Lax. 
There was alſo another Act made by his Procurement, (for 
it was indeed the Act of the Pope) viz. A Probibirion of the 
Benefit of Sanfluary, for all ſuch as fled thither for any Offence. of 
Treaſon, 'as Enemies to the Chriſtian Faith, . as well ar to be Crown, 
With a Prohibition likewiſe, of all | Priviledge to any, that came 
4 ſecond time to ask abe Benefit, of the Sanctuary, for any. Offence 
whatſoever, This was a very Politick Contrirance, and gave 
him a vaſt Advantage over any of his Predeceſſors, hy how 
much he had rendred it almoſt im poſſible for any of his Sub- 
jedts to ſtart out of their Allegiance; weill knowing, Quod 
«liud ef} Regem eſſe aliud Regn armee. 
But King Henry would not truſt wholly to his Security hx 
Law; for Margaret Dutcheſs of Burgundy had raiſed up ſo 
many Apparitions àgainſt him, that he began to be afraid 
even of his own' Shadow and therefore ſor the Security of 


his Perſon, he inſtituted a Guard of Fifty Archers, under the ; 


Command of a Captain; which was a new thing in England; 
_ where their Kkihgs are only guarded by the Laus and their 
Subjects Affections. But finding it was lika to create ſame 
Jealouſie in the People, he declared the Inſtitution te be 
Perpetual; and that he was moved thereto, by what he, in 
the time of his Exile, had obſerved others to da; and alledged; 
That the want of a Guard, did mis-become the Majeſty of a 
King; and that it was requiſite to be had, if not for Neceſſity, 


eee e 
I have aſready obſerved, how King Henrys Lukewarmneſs 
to the Princeſs Elizaberb,; when he had Married occaſioned 
him many Troubles, by Mock- Princes ſet up hy the Qutchels - 
of Burgut 9 of which it will be neceſſary to ſhew:rthe rue 
Reaſon; for ſhe was really the only Enemy that ever match 
King Heu; for tho ſhe was one of the Feminine Ganden 
yet Ihe had the Spirit of a Man, which being joyn'd with the 
Malice of a Woman, and both elevated by the Grearneſs of 
her Fortune, rendred her rather his Superior than Bqỗꝗd 
This Lady Margaret, was ſecond Wife to that Famous 7 | 


| * 
A 


5 


i 168 FT 1, The True Secret Hiſtory of _ 
the Hardy, Duke of Burgundy, and Sifter of King Edward the 


either 


Fourth; who obſerving that King Henry (tho at the beſt 


| he had fearce half the Blood) had the whole hate of the 
- Houſe of Zuncaſter, to the Houſe of Tork, was ſo far charg*d- 


with Envy towards him, that ſhe even hated her own Neece 
= eonſenting to Marry him. But after ſhe ſaw, that tho? 
ne had made her his Wife, he ftill refuſed her to be his 

„ denying her the Rites of Majeſty by. Coronatipn; as 
Queens uſually had, the“ ſhe had bore him a Son to be 
à Pledge of her Faith and Affection to him; When ſhe ſaw 
that Marriage, which makes all Perſons Equal, had ſub- 


py 
- 


jected her Neece to this Tnequality the Indignation ſhe. _ 


conceived at it, did - ſo rankle within her Breatt, : that ſhe 


could never have any Reſt within her Thoughts, while he 


had any within his Dominions: And therefore ſne made it. 
the whole Labour of her Mind, to contrive alb the Ways 
and Means imaginable to Dethrone him; becoming the 


avowed Foſter Mother of almoſt all the Rebellions during 


his Reign; ſetting up ſeveral Impoſtors to Perſonatè the 
Parts of Princes of which two were eſpecially remarkable; 
the firft was Lambert Simnel, a Baker's Son; and the other 


was Perkin Warbeck ,- of Flemiſh Extraction. The firſt was 


to Perſonate the Earl of Warwick, Son to the Duke of 
Clarence, Priſoner in the Tower; and the laſt, Kichard Duke 
of York, Brother to King Edward the Fifth, who was, with 


him, murdered in the Lower: but by the Impoſtor, pre- 


tended to be ſaved by — Villains imployed to Murder him. 
Both theſe made a conſiderable Progreſs in their Impoſture, 
inſomuch that Lambert Simnel was Croun'd King in the Ca- 
thedral of Dublin; and Perkin Marbeck had great Honours 


done him in ſeveral Countries, particularly in France and 


Scotland, as a Prince of the Royal Blood of England; which 
the King of the Scots did ſo far believe, as to Marry his own 


Kisſwoman tohim. And yet after all, the Cheat came to 


be diſcoyered, and Lambert Simnel, of a new-broach*'d: King, 


came to be admitted a Turn-broach in King #enry's-Kitchins 
But Perlin Marbert had a more Tragical (tho diferved } 


— for after: having been firft Pillory d, he was Hang d at 
yburu. JJ e amy Sd. 3; 1) 
Whilſt. King Heury was thus Haunted with Ghoſts. and 


Apparitions, of which, tis ſaid, ſome were of his own raiſing, 
de had no time to advance his Prerogative; tor now his 


chief Buſineſs was, to fecure his Title: But having laid all 
thoſe 4 — mne began to looſt con himſelf, as free from 

eiga or Domeſtick Competitor, the Coaſt af State 
ſeeming rlear from all thickening Weather, he thinks of re- 


_ deeming what he had loſt by Factions, and uſes, all his En- 
deavours, for bringing down the Heighth of the Engliſh. Na- 
8 don their Courdge: :. And Was eſpecially 


N 


* 


mis Nobility, as'iremembring'-how , himſelf was 
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ett up. And thinking the Riches of the Englyb occaſioned, t 
3 their Rebellions, he took à Courſe to Empty their Coffers 1 
into his own. And ſince the People had Pletted againft him, 1 1 4 
by putting up of Counterfeit. Princes, he was. reſolyed to be W 
5 even with them, by Plotting againft them; which he did ſo ; 
: effectually, that he did not only eat up their Fleſh, but even 
rind their very Bones. For which end, he met with two 
Peraicions Inftruments, Edmund Dudley and Ficbard Empſon ; 
the firſt being born a Gentleman, did by his Wickedneſs My. 
ſcure the Splendor, of his Blood : The other, being the Son of 
4 Sh6e-maker, made good the. Proverb, That from Pollution _ 
and Mire, norbing but Filth and Stench can be expected. . Theſe " 
two finding King Henry naturally Covetous, increaſed it in 2 
him by unjuſt means, and by drawing Blood from the Purſe. 
veins of Thouſands of Innocent People. Tho' they were of. 
different Extraction, they were both of one Profeſſion, . that 
is, Lawyers, and by a like means, got a like Preferment, 
being both made Privy-Councitlors: So as their Ambition 
being ſatisfied}, their Avarice remained to be ſo likewiſe, 
which is the drift of Ambition in baſely- minded Men. Inge- 
nuity and juſtice, tho* they may ſerve the Moderate, cannot 
ſatisfie the Inſatiatèe; and therefore they would not make 
uſe of them, but of their Contrariesz that from thoſe Rivers. 5 
of Gold, which they cauſed to flow into the King's Coffers, "IR 
{ome Streams of the ſame Metal might run into their on 
Purſes,” at the Charge. of the King and Subect. The Laws | 
at that time, either by reaſon of the Civil Wars, or thraugh 
the Negligence of Judges, were either forgotten, or grown 
out of uſe; and the Patrimony of the Crown enjoyed by 
many, by Vertue of long Leaſes, being become; almoſt- as 
good as Fee-ſimple to the Enjoyers, cauſed the King (moved 
thereto by his Natural Avaricious Temper); to look into 
them. And theſe two wege choſen by him, as proper Tools 
to manage his Deſign; a had full Authority given them 
for that purpoſe. In the Execution whereof, they raiſed up 
many Accuſers; and the Accuſed being put in Priſoa; and 
there kept (the time appointed for their Juſtification being 
maliclouſly Prorogued) they were forced to Purchaſe their: 
Liberty with great Sums of Money. Others. being cited by 
them, or their Delegates, the uſual Courſe of Law not being} 
obſerved, were condemned;. they abounded in Falſe Witneſſes. 
and Falſe Pretences, whereby they Impoveriſh'd all that were 5 
worth any thing; not ſuffering Wards. to enter upon their: 8 
Lands, without vaſt Disburſements. And. becauſe theſe two - 
were unable to manage all the various ways of Rapine and 
Extortion that was now let on Foot, they were attended by 
whole Troops of baſe Informers, Catch: poles, Cheaters, Fro-; 
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moters, Knights of the Poſt, and all other Iuſtruments of 
- _ Villany, who” went up and down the Kingdom, and cruelly; _ 
| Polled and Taxed all forts of People; and: Profecuted; in 
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x 2 little time, the Kingdom was more Beggar*d, than by 
moölt of the Civil Wars; and all this was done by the King's 
720 Command and Countenance ; ſhewing the People, by 
is, what the Reaſon was, that he began to Play Rex no 
Soner; which was, in ſhort, only for want of Opportunity, 
and fear of lofing his Crown, while he was advancing it. And 
under all this Oppreſhon, it was in vain to complain; for 


Even ſuch Judges, as, through their Integrity, reſiſted their, 
Wills, were either better Taught by Impriſonments, os 


Ruin'd by Emes and Amerciaments. Laws which had been at 


fundry times Enatted, rather in Terrorem, than with a Deſign 


to puniſn, (a great part whereof were repealed toe) were, 


without any manner of FE, vigorouſly put in Execu- 


tion. So that tho' Richard the Third was 2 Barbarous and 
Inhumane Villain, and aſcended the Throne by the Blood of 
his Nephews; yet with reſpect to the Oppreſſing of the 
People, and the Executing of Juftice, he might be deemed 
2 Saint, in reſpect of Hniy the Seventh; who if be could but 
any ways Squeeze his Subjects, ſo às to bring Money into his 
own Coffers, he valued neither Honour, Honeſty, Gratitude, 
nor any thing elſe. And left I ſhould be thought to ſpeak 
without Book, I will only relate the following Stery, which 
may ſerve inftar omnium. ebe 

The King coming to Henninghan, a Caſtle belonging to the 
Earl of Oxford, (one whom he was wont to make ule of both 
in War and Peace) he was there received, and Feaſted with 
much Splendor and Magnificence : * Fer which end, ali that 
beld any Land of the Earl, by what Title ſoever, came at 
that time to give their Attendance upen him; of which 
many were Gentlemen, and others Yeomen ; Theſe, and the 
Gentlemen likewiſe, wore all of them the Earl's Blew Coats, 
aud Feathers in their Hats of the.apris Colours: For the reft 
_ of their Apparel, they were all Tiehy Clad, every Man ac- 


cording to bis Ability: ' When the King came forth, they 


placed thewſeItes in two Rows, making a very fine ſnew in 
ine Great Hall. The King looking wiftly on them, asked 


"the Earl, If they were al bis Servants? Who imiling, an- 
fwered, N then (aid he) 7 Ibould be thought an Ill Hus- 


band; but they ar af my Tenants, who are come upon this Occaſion 
10 wart non yt Majeſty, The King 1 him jor his 


Sood Entertainment, ſaſd, The Report of your Z0jpitality cemes 


Fot of we Truth; But I tannot ſuſſer m Laws 10 be Holen in 
1 Preſente, withots reſenting it. Aud therefore my Attorney 
General ſhall 1ath with y0u about it, It ſeems the Lords were 
then te give but a certain Number of Liveries, or Blew 
Coats (and ſo they may be” ſtill for ought I Know) and the 
Earl, for his greater Magnificente in Entertaining the King, 
bad exceeded the Number, which, coſt tis Earl Ted 


King's 


every Shire, the moſt Deſerving and Generous Men that „ 


$ | 2 5 2 4 A en | r TY 
tand Pounds, (for, for fo much he compounded with the 
| (E270 — f 9 DS „ 72 


* 
* 
ä 2 5 
N 12 gh 
Ge 98 N — 
1 3 . 5 "= 
8333 , 


King HENRY the Seventh. 171 


King's Officers) beſides the Charge he had been at in his 
Entertainment, which was very great; and which might havre 
freed him from the Puniſhment he was run into, had but the. 

King's Gratitude been anſwerable to his Covetouſneſs, in 


emptying the Purſe of one of the Nobleſt and beſt-deſerving 
Subjects he had. But as it was. what could be more mean 
and Sordid in King Henry, than thus to Extort Ten Thouſand 


Pounds from a Peer that had treated him ſo Magnificently, 


and Offended only that he might do io? But what will 
not that Devil of Covetouſneſs do, where it is become Pre- 


dominant? Wea ar 125 
During the Impoſture of Perkin Warbeck, one Robert Clifford, 
2 perſon of a very goed Family, was with une Barly ſent over 


into Flanders, to ſee whether Perkin was the true Duke of 


Tork, as he pretended, or not? Clifford ſends over word, he 


was ſure that it was the true Duke. King #enry hearing of 


theſe Menz being gone over, thought the only way to dil- 


cover what Engliſh Gentlemen were Friends to Perkin, would 
be to bring Clifford over into his Intereſt, which upon Pro- 
miſe of Pardon and Preferment, is done, and Clifford ordered 
to come home. Upon this King, Henny goes to the Tower, 
and orders Clifford to be brought to him there, his Lords and 
chief Officers being about him: Clifford being admitted to 


the King's Preſence, threw himſelf at his Feet, and begg*d 


his Pardon; which having before granted, he confirmed 


again unto him. And being commanded to ſpeak, if he had 


any more to ſay cancerning the Conſpiracy, he named the 


Lord Chamberlain, Sir William Stanley; at whoſe Name all the 
Standers- by were ſtartled, it not being likely that a Man of 


his Quality, Rich, the Favourite neareſt to the King, and 


the chief Inſtrument of his Aſſumption to the Crown, thould 
be a Traytor. Whereupon, being adviſed to conſider better 
what he ſaid, he, without Heſitation, or altering his Colour, 
accuſed him as before. Hereupon Stanley was thut up in his 
Chamber, and the next day examined by the Council, before 


whom he denied ſome-few Circumftances, but confeſſed, that. 


in his Diſcourſe with Clifford concerning Perkin, he had ſaid. - 


unto him, That if he ſhould for certain know he were the 


up Arms againſt him. Which manner of Speech, tho” it did 
not openly declare any ill Will to the King's Perſon, yet it 
did not found well in his Mouth, who was the King's Servant; 
and the Words not admitting of any other Interpretation, 
than his Opinion of Zenry's Unjuſt Title to the Crown, which 
derogated from the Pretences of the Houſe of Lancaſter, and, 
from the Authority of Parliament, he was adjudged Guilty, 
of High Treaſon. But in regard of his former Services, and | 
the Love and Reverence which Henry. bore to his Father: ine, 
Law, he was in great Doubt whether he ſhould put him toy 


Death or no, But theſe that beſt knew the Secret Springs, 
FEW wht ty 1 * | Fae Fo | 


which 
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which movet an the King's Actions, have affirmed, that it y 
was his Riches bore the Ballance down for his Dęſtruction, | 
he being eſteemed' one of the greateſt Money'd Men in En- 
gland. Neither were Men deceived in their Opinion, for in 


Ins Caftle of Holt were tound Forty Thouſand Marks in ready ; 
Money, (his Jewels and Moveables not being comprehended 
therein; and in Revenues and Penſions he had Three Thou- | 
fand Pounds a Year, which was a confiderable Sum in thoſe | 


days. And the love of Money having ſuch a powerful Aſcen- 
dant over King Henry, no former Service, of Senſe of Gra- 
titude, could Over-ballance it, but he muft fall a Victim to 
the Treaſure he had heap'd together. So that after having 
- deferred the Buſineſs ſome fix Weeks, he was condemned to 


r e 7 oil dg a ery 
F Another Inſtance of King Henry's Covetouſneſs, was his 


3 delaying to help the Duke of Britain, to whom he had been 
3 o exceedingly obliged, When he was beyond Seas; and who 
1 VWichſtood all the Solicitations both of Edwerd the Fourth; and 


Richard the Third, to deliver him up into their hands; and vet 
he would rather fuffer him to be made a Prey to the French, 
and his Country ravih'd from him by them, than be at any 
Charge to Ftp him; tho* the Parliament had granted him 
Money for that very. end. Which, with his other Actions 
before recited, ds not only in a high degree declare his Co- 
vetouſneſs, but his Ingratitude alſo. It was therefore a good 
5 Obſervation which was made of him by an Italian Knight, 
wp who underſtanding that King Henry was cryed up as a Second 
Solomon ; It was not (ſaid he) that, lite Solomon, be brought Peace 
10 the Kingdom, but b:cauſe, like him, be was very Grie vous and 
WE Ae to bis People. Jö«ö;ö́; WWA DIR 
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Nor can he be excuſed from Cruelty, in cauſing that In- | 
nocent Prince, Edward Plantagenet, Earl of Iarwzek,” Son to 1 
- © the Duke of Clarence, to be Beheaded in the Tower, only 
for attempting to eſcape out, having been kept a 1'rifoner - 
there (for no Crime, but being the Son of the Duke of Cla- 
rence) ever ſince he was Nine Tears old. And being always 
under Feats of Death, who can blame him for ſeeking tro 
obtain his Liberty? And indeed King Henry himſelf was fo 
lar convinced of the hard Meaſure the Prince met with, that 
he attributed the cauſe of his Dearh to Reaſon. of State, 
rather than to any Crime he was guilty of; alledging, that 
4 tze King of Spain was the cauſe of his Death, in that he 
would not refolve to Marry bis Daughter to Prince Art ur, 
1 fince as long as the Earl of Warwick lived, he Was“ not cer- 
= tain of the Kingdoms Succeſſion; Which might indeed be 
24 Keaſon of State, but- not- of Juſtice :' Whence, perhaps, it 
as, that God woüld not ge à Bleſſing to that March: 
Wich the Princeſs Natbarine obſerved ſeveral Years after; 


dior Prince Atttuf dying ſoon after his Marriage, and -e 


. deiog repudiated by King Hen the” Eighth, after ſhe! 
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the Death of this Earl. 


Support them. From whence it is evident, that he had burt 


ſo as he could but thereby ſerve his Particular Intereſt. 


| who were in for Debt of not above Forty Shillings, he him- 


© under the Name of Perkin Marbeck, * I do as verily. 


 fince found inthe Tower, 
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been Married to him "Twenty: Years, ſhe aid; It was ing 

wonder that God had made her Unfortuivate in bef Mak 

riages, fince they were Seal d with Blood; meaning there 
F eee e N 
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As to King Heary's Religion,” be made it, ſubſerviene! tg 


dis Secular Intereft, notwithſtanding the Building of 'rhax © . 


Famous Chappel, which goes by his Name: adjoyning to tt | | 
Abbey of Weſiminfier. And this will ulickene best r 3 
thoſe that will reflect, how he ſent over feveral'!s 7 ies oo : 


into Burgundy, to the Court of the Dutchels of "Purgumdy, 
and into other places in Flanders,” to diſcover the Inttgues 
that were carrying on there againſt him. And to male ir 
the more believed, that thoſe Perſons were really his Ene- 
mies, he cauſed them to be ſolemnly Excommunicated and 
Curſed at St. Pauls, as the King's Enemies, that ſo no Man might 


little regard to Religion, and the Profanation of Holy things, 


Some time before bis Death, he began to think of doin 
ſome Good Works, which he had all his Life-time been ſu 
a Stranger to: And therefore he ſet all Priſoners at Liberty, 


ſelf paying the Creditors; giving alſo greater Alms than he 
had done before. But tho' at the ſame time he felt great Re- 
morſe at the daily Complaints made againft..Empjon and 
Dudley for their Oppreſſions, yet did he not ſeek to remedy * 
them. So that his Conſcience and his Covetouſneſs wrought 


. quite different Effects in him; for many, for ſlight Cauſes, 


were ftill troubled in their Eftates, and in their Lives: Some 
dying in Priſon before their Cauſe was heard, and others ly- 


ing in Priſon for refuſing to pay what contrary to the Laws + 
they were adjudged to. 


I will conclude what I have farther to ſay of him, in ſhew- 
ing you what was ſaid of him long ago; This King, my 
Lord of Verulam hath waſhed his Face ſo clean with good 
Language, that without a near approach, he is hardly diſ- 
covered. But ſurely I find no Right he had to the Crown, 
more than the Conſent of the phadd which was not then-in 
<< Faſhion) whom he never durſt truſt; his Heart continually E 
© burning to deſtroy all Sparks of the Right Blood, and their 
* Abettors. How was the Lord Chamberlain's Lite Jnggled 
« away, for his Thoughts and his Eftate, which was ſo confi- 
& derable ? with many more of our Nobility. And for that. 
story of Aictard Duke of Tork,, Son to Edward the Fourth, 


* Here my Aut ber was miſtaken, as 1 have ſhewed in the Secret 3 
Hiſtory of Richard ths Third, the Bodies of nbe n being 


: 


l believe 
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believe he was the ſaid Duke of Tork, as I believe Henry 
the Eighth was the Son of this Henry the Seventh; the 
© Circumſtances being ſo pregnant, from ſo many Perſons of 
4 Honour; but nothing more confirms me in it, than this 
King's indefatigable Pains, and moft infinite Cofts to get 
© him, and ruin him, and with him the Harmleſs Earl of 
A Warwick, the one Beheaded, the other Hang*d at Tyburn. 
And ſurely, tho this King did far exceed all his Prede- 
* cefſors in Craft, yet was he as guilty of Cruelty and Blood, 
4 as the worft of them. Nor can all the Water in the Sea 
* waſh him from thoſe two Monſtrous Sins of Avarice and 
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” ING HENRY. the Eiphth, Heir to both the Houſes 
K - of York and Lancafter, and the only Surviving Son © 
A'S. Henry the Seventh, ſucceeded to bis Father at ibe Age | 
Eighteen, and reigned with much Applauſe, till being vitiated by =_ 
Cardinal Wolſey bis Chief Miniſter, - he hardly kept within any 
Bounds, but made bis Will 4 Law to bis Subjetts, He bad fix 
Wives, viz. Katharine of Spain, Ann Bullen, Jane Seymour, 
Ann of Cleve, Katharine Howard, and Katharine Parr. 77 
of tbem be repudiated, Katharine of Spain, and Ann of Cleve; 
the firit as an Inceſtuaus Match, being the Widow of Arthur bis 
Elder Brother, the las for ſome Natural Defet. Two be pub- 
lickly Bebeaded, Ann of Bullen for pretended, and Katharine | 
Howard for real Adultery, Jane Seymour died in Child-bed, 2 
and Katharine Parr ſurvived bim. For bis Marriage with Ka- 
tharine of Spain, he had 4 Diſpenſation from 'rbe Pope, notwitb- 
ſtanding which, after being Twenty Years Married, be ſcruple4 
the Lawfulneſs thereof, and queſtioned the Validity of the Pope*s 
Diſpenſation ; and thereupon threw off Katharine, and Married 
Anm Bullen: Which made ſo great 4 Breach between the King 
| and the Pope, that the King was Excommunicated, and the 9 1 
whole Realm Interdiited. But Henry was Proof again the bun- \ 
der-bolts of Rome, and the Thames began to bid Defiance to | 
the Tyber. So that the King ſhook off the Pope*s Supremacy, 
43 an Uſurpation upon the Rights of the Crown, and re. aſſumel 
tbe Ancient Power of bis Predeceſſors the Britiſh Kings, who 
reigned independently from rhe Papal See. The Pope's Supre- 
- macy being diſannulled, an Inquiry was made into the Corruptions 
and Errors of the Church, in order to 4 Reformation, which was 
| bappily brought about in a great meaſure, by the Prudent Man- 
agement of . the then  Archbiſnop Cranmer, 4 great Ligbt of the 
Church in thoſe times of Darkneſs: Whereupon there bappened 
ewo deſperate Rebeliions, one in Lincolnſhire, and anotber in | | 
. Yorkſhire, but were both bappily ſuppreſſed. In Ireland 2 ; 
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on. premacy. The King, before be fell off from : 


- Bon, (notwithſtanding his Right of *Succeſſin) the People 
. Which if it does not ſhew, that the Conſent of the 
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there brake out a. Rebellion, which proved Fatal to the Noble 

Family of Kildare. Cardinal Wolſey, who lived in the greateſt 
© Stare of any Prelate-next to the Biſhop of Rome, fell under the = 
King's Diſpleaſure, and was ſtriped of all. Thomas Crom- ' 
wel, who wes by the King made Earl of Efſex, was ſoon after 


Boebeaded. Sir Thomas Moor, who had ſucceeded the CARY 


in the Cbancellorfbip of England, and John Fiſher Biſbop 
' Rocheſter, were both Bebeaded for F 306. King's Su- 
Pope, had writ 
& Book againſt Luther, the great Reformer of the Church in 
Germany, for which Pope Leo bonoured bim with the Title of 
. Defender of the Faith, ſince made Hereditary to the Kings of 
England by Ad 6 e. Wales was alſo, in this Reign, 
Neos por ated into England, and Ireland made 4 Kingdom.” "As 
to Foreign Affairs, Henry's firſt Warlike Aitempt was made 
againſt France, which be took Trouene and Tournay, 7a the 
Taking whereof,. the Emperor Maximilian ſerved under the King 
of England*s Pay. This Breach with France, drew on 4 War | 
with ibe Scots, who were utterly routed at the Bartel of Flod- 
den- Field, and their King, James the Fourth, ſlain, After - 
this, Charles the Fifth Emperor, and Francis the Firſt, Ks 
_ of France, being at War , with each other, ſought after King 
Henry's Friendſhip with great Emulation. And the Emperor 
coming rwice over into England, at ſirſt, carried it, tho* after- 
. wards the King was brought over to the French Interefl, and 
dba ſeveral Imerviews with 1be French King near. Calais, in 
Feat Pomp and Splendour. To Vnite Scotland with England, 
4 Match was concluded berwixt Prince Edward, and Mary the 
_ * Toung Queen of Scots, which was afterpards broke off, by the 
- Power of the Hamiltons, and the Intereſt of the French, which 
occaſioned 4 new War both with France and Scotland. And 
King Henry took Boloign from the French, and deſtroy*d. with 
pie Leith and Edenburgh in Scotland. At home fix new 
.  Biſhopricks were Erefted by abi: King, upon the Diſſolution 
of the Monajteries, viz. at Weſtminſter, Oxford, beterbo- 
. © Tough, . Briſtol, , Cheſter and Glouceſter, all which, except 
Weſtminſter, continue Epiſcopal Sets, And baving Reigned 
37 Tears, 10 Months, and one Day, be died on January the 
28th 1546. leaving behind him one Son and two Daughters, 
who each of them ſucceeded him in the Kinzdom, and all of © 
hem died without Iſſue. Thus far his General Hiftory, _ 


* 


His Secret Hiſtory begins not with the beginning of hi 

Reign, as that of his Fathers did, for he had an Undoubte, 

Title co the Crown, as Heir to both the Houſes of Tork and 
Tancaſter: And yet it is obſervable, that at his Corona- 


were ask d, Whether they would receive him for their King ? 
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g King HE NE RV the Eighth. 
People, is neceſſary to the being of a King, it muſt paſs for 
an inſignificant Ceremony, It is ſaid, his firſt Years were a 
Reign by Book; being come from good Inſtruction and Con- 
templation to Action: So that the Notions he had at firſt 
learn'd, ſtuck by him ſome years. And therefore in the be- 
ginning of his Reign he Redreſs d the Grievatices of his Peo- 
ple, and gave up thoſe two devouring Caterpillars, Empſun 
and Dudley, as Victims to the Rage of his Oppreſſed Subjects, 
cauſing them both to be ed upon Tower. hill; and the 
reſt of that Rabble of Informing Catchpoles, Promoters, 
Knights of the Poſt, Ce. were expoſed to the toa Eaſy 
Puniſhments of the Stocks and Pillories, in divers Places of 
the Kingdom. And thus far the King run well: But who 
hinder'd him from purſuing this Courſe? I anſwer, Twas 
his giving himſelf up to the Conduct of Favourites, and par- 
ticularly Cardinal Voolſey; who having —_—_— the King's 
Favour, Piouſly told him, He might lay aſide the uſe of his 
Underftanding, and his on Conſideration, (no doubt to rely 
upon his) That he ſhou'd not need to trouble himſelf with 
 frequenting the Council- Table, but might take his Pleaſure, 
and he himſelf would give him Information: This was ad- 
mirable Counſel to be given by a Prieft? But by this means 
be cauſes the King to give up the Reins to his own unbridled 
 Inclination, ànd by ingroſſing him to himſelf, diſoblig'd the 
King's real Friends, and caus'd the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
the Biſhop-of Wincheſter, and the Dukes of Norfolk and Suf- 
folk, to withdraw from Court, and topp'd his Prerogative up- 
on the King's, and led him away by his own miſ-guided and 
falle Oracle; and perſwades and puts the King upon lend- 
ing the Emperour Money, who was poor and Inſolvent; be- 
cauſe, forſooth, the French King had with-held the Revenue 
of the Biſhop of Tournay, that is, his own. It would be end- 
leſs to run over the ſeveral Inſtances of Wolſey's Pride, where- 
in he even out-did the Pope; I was about to ſay, and the 
Devil himſelf too; for nothing could reftrain it. But whilſt 
Woolſey was thus guilty, to be ſure the King could not be 
Innocent: For, whatever the King proteſied, I can't be- 
lieve that the Cardinal, wou'd without the King's knowledge 
grant Commiſſions under the Great Seal of England, wheres 
by every Man was required to depoſe the true and certain 
value of his Eftate, and then to pay Four Shillings in the 
Pound, of every Fifty Pounds and upwards 3 which, at that 
time ot Day wou'd have been a great Oppreſſion, had it been 
by Parliament : But that this ſhou*d. be done by the Car- 
dinal, without the King's knowledge or conſent, is ſuch a 
Piece of Treaſon as I believe no Subject before was ever 
guilty of; and which the Cardinal himſelf durſt never At- 
tempt. Tis true, when the King ſaw it wou'dn*t' take, and 
that the People refus*d to pay it in all parts of the. King- 
dom, be put a ſtop to the . of thoſe CG, 
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and diſown*d the thing. And well he might, for it was a - 
bold violation of the Fundamental Rights of the People; A 70 
\ and a diffolving of Magna Charts with a witneſs, And there- <. 
fore the King to ſalve all, declares that he would not but by 
Courle of Law deſire any thing of his People, tho“ his Wants 
were great. And yet at the fame time asks em for Money | 
by way of Benevolence; which was by many or the Com- of 

1 miſſioners exacted with as much Rigour as tho* it had been | | 

4 : done hy Law; (for Kings ſeldgſh want Arbitrary Tools to 1 
execute their Lawleſs WHI®) Vet it ſeems the People | 
underſtood themſelves ſo well, that many refuſed to give any Y 
thing; alledging the Statute that was made againſt the de- | 
manding of Benevolences in the Reign of King Richard the 
Third. So that the King's very dene a Benevolence 
was contrary to Law. Which gives me further ground to 
believe that the King was Privy to the giving forth of thoſe 
Commiſſions, tho“ he thought it not ſo proper for him to 
own it; which yet the Cardinal's Proud Spirit knew not how 
to bear. And therefore, let who will have the Odium of 
granting thoſe Commiſſions, he was reſolv'd to have the 

x Credit. of recalling *em himſelf; in order whereto, he re- 

x quir'd the Lord Mayor and Aldermen to come before him, to 
whom he proteſted, that becauſe he ſaw and perceiv'd that 
thoſe Taxes were too heavy for em to bear, and becauſe he 
had a hearty Affection for em, he therefore had been a hum- 
ble ee to the King to revoke the ſaid Commiſſions, 
and wholly to rely upon their free Benevolence and good 
Will. By which it appears that he valu'd his own Reputati- 
on more than the Kings, notwithſtanding the Kings Extra- 
ordinary Favours to him: Which is no unuſual thing with 
Favourites, eſpecially thoſe who from a low Condition are 
advanc'd; to the higheft Dignities. It was charg'd as an Ar- 
ticle againft Voolſe, that he was in all bis Letters wont to 5 

3 uſe this Phraſe, Ego & Rex meus, ſetting himſelf above te 

=—_ . | King; but even this did not content him, for he wou'd have 

$ been above all Kings, aſpiring to have been Pope; but be- 
cauſe the Emperour made an Intereft againſt him in tbe 
Conclave, he was reſolved to be Reveng'd of the Emperour, 
by cauſing the King to Repudiate Queen Catharine which 
was the Empeerur's Aunt. And yet this Revenge upon the 
Emperoux ended in his on DeftruQion, as in the Proſecu- 
tion of this matter will appear. Which tho' it made at that 
time ſo great a noiſe in the World, yet a true Account there- 
of deſerves as much to be part of our Secret Hiftory, as any 
other thing whatſoever z and which vill inſtruct us how to 
make a true judgment both of the King and of his Favourite; "© 
and ſhew. us the Reaſon of ſome TranſaQtions that before were 
in the Dark, and kept as a Secret Arcæna. 2 . 
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1 Ling HENRY the Eiphth, eee 
C erqdinal Woolſey, upon his firſt Promotion by the King, 
PF 9 made it his Butineſs to dive into the King's Secret Inclina- 
tions; and finding him a Matt given to Pleafures, he was very 
willing to indulge him therein: And therefore it was, that 
when his Ancient Counſellors adviſed him to be ſoömetimes 
; preſent in Council, to contult about the Weighty Affairs of 
4 the Government; Woolſey on the contrary perwaded him 
| | from Fatiguing hMſelf with State-Afﬀairs, aſſuting Him, That 
if he won'd allow him — he wotr'd eaſe him 
of that Tronble, and manage a ngs to his own content. 
This Advice was readily embrac'd by him who valu'd mare 
the gratifying of his Juvenile Inclinations than he did the 
Proſperity and Welfare of the Kingdom: By which means 
the Cardinal had the opportunity of killing two Birds with 
a ſtone, and at the fame time both gratify'd the Prince, aud 
got — chief Management of an Affdirs into his own Hands, | 
the King ſeeing only with his Eyes, and hearing with his : 
Ears. And to ſecure this Power Which he had gain'd over 
the Kings Affections, he contriv'd alt manner of Pleaſures and 
Diverſions ſaitable to his Juvenile 1 as Masking, - 
Dancing, Banqueting, Entertaining young Ladies, and variety 
of other Paſtimes; by which means he fill riveted himſelf. 
further into the King's Affections, and Ruled even more t 
The Cardinal being Naturally of à Proud and Ambitious 
Snirit, and knowing his Iatereſt in the Xing, thought no- 
thing cou d be too great for him to attempt; and therefore 
ſent to the Emperour to ufe his Intereſt to advance him to 
the Papacy, Pope Adrian the 6th. britng newly dead : But 
not having ſo great an Intereſt in the Emperour as he had 
in the King, he receiv'd from him a difobliging Anſwer : 
tte Emperour it (tems not looking upon him as a Perſon 
1 qualify'd for the Papal Dignity ; or at leaſt, as one that wou'd 
14 not promote his Intereſt, The Cardinal hereupon grew ſo 
1 furious, that he ſent the Emperour word, That if be won d 
| not endeavour bis Advancement, he wou'd make ſuch a Ruflling 
among ibe Cbriſtian Princes, that there had not been_the like 
for an hundred gears before, tho it ſhowd coſt him the whole 
KAingdem of England. The Emperour, amaz'd at this inſo- 
lente Letter, anſwer'd it in Print, bidding the Cardinal have a 
care of going about what might Ruin himſelf and the King- 
dom. N f ; | 5 5 5 9 


” 


The Cardinal, to avenge himſelf in ſome meaſure of the 2 
Emperour, put a Scruple in the King's Head about the Le- | 7 
| gality of his Marriage with the Queen, who had been his | 
"of Brother Arrtur's. Wife;  Whereby the Cardinal knew he 1 
; gratify'd the King, who thought he had had the Queen long 4 7 
enough, and whom he knew to be deſirous of change 4 for 77 
he had before Emaſculated his Mind with Vicious Pleaſures; | 71 
and made him readily — of 'Leuditefs ; For — to 
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| Ccraple of Conſcience, that that was only a Trick to cover 
and conceal the true Cauſe: And now was an opportune /..þ 
time to do it: For a Report was ſpread abroad that —5 has 
Clement (who ſucceeded Adrian) was Dead, and the Cardi- 
nal having been long ſick of the Pope. and finding the King 
- lately fick of his Wife, Voolſey perſwades the King there was 
no ſpeedier way to compaſs his Deſires, than to procure him 
to be choſen Pope, and then to requite iſ for his kindneſs, 
he wor'd Divorce him from is Wife: And this Argument 
had ſo much force with tME King, that he immediately ſent 
away to Gardiner, ( afterwards Biſhop of , incbeſter) who 
was then at Rome, to make all the Intereſt he-cou'd amongſt 
the Cardinals, and to omit no means that might bring it a- 
bout. Tho? this indeed was but building Caſtles in the Air, 
for the fame Report that had made Pope Clement dead, had 
brought him to Life again, ſoon after the Meſſenger was 
ney. co . IS og X 
| 8 But tho there was at preſent no Proſpett of oolſey's being 
made Pope, yet the King's pretended Scruple of Conſcience * 
* frill continued and increaſed ; and the Cardinal being un- 
willing to be known to be the Perſon that firft put this 
. Scruple- into the Ki2g's Head, had ſecretly influencd Long- 
and Biſhop of Lincion (his Majeftie's Confeſſor) to inftill his 
on doubts into the King, as living in Adultery with his 
Brother's Wife; which the ſaid Bifhop did, at the Inftiga- 
tion of the Cardinal, who both hated the Emperour, and had 
an Averſjon to the Queen; for that ſhe, (being a very Re- 
ligious Princeſs, according to the Popiſh Religion ) had often 
© xeproved the Cardinal for his Looſe and Inordinate Life: 
Nor is it without Reaſon that the Cardinal was alſo ſuſpect- 
ed to have influenc'd the Biſhop of Tarbe, who coming to con- 
clude an Alternative Treaty between the French King and 
King Ben, whercoi one Article was of a Marriage between 
Francis the French K ing, and the Lady Mary, the King's only 
Daughter; the Biſhop objected againſt the Legitimacy of the 
ſaid Lady Mar, on the account of her Mother's being his Bro- 
,ther's Wife. And tho“ theſe things gave the King à Plauſible 
Pretence for his fore-mention'd Scruple; yet it was the Voice 
of the People that the Cardinal was the Fbmenter of all, as 
has been declared; tho“ the Iſſue was far otherwiſe than what 
© the Cardinal at firſt intended. For the Cardinal propound- 
ed to the King, upon the obtaining of a Divorce, to take 


Margaret the Dutcheſs of Alanſon to Wife, who was Sifter to 


the French Xing, and a very Beautiful Lady. 5 
The King being now reſolved upon a Divorce, ſends to 
- Kom-, to obtain it there, where his Father obtain*d a Diſ- 
penſation for his Marriage: And made this the ground of 
his deſiring it, that the having of his Brothers Wife was 
e the Law of God; and that therefore the Legitimacy 
of his enly Child, who was like to be the. Heir of his Crown, 

A ans . : was 
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„Twenty Years have almoſt run their Courle, faithful 
Land loving Subjects, ſince We began Our Reign among 
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was queſtion'd by other Princes; for which Reaſon he defires 
a Diverce, that he may be enabled to Marry again, aud 


* 


leave an unqueſtionable Iſſue behind him. But the Pope, 


however willing he wou'd have been to gratify: the King z 
yet in this tender Point fore- ſaw ſo many Inconveniencies, 


that he knew not how to do it 3 for by granting the King's 
 defire, he ſhou*d not only diſoblige the Emperour, which was 


much nearer him than King Henry, and therefore of whom 


he was more afraid; but alſo h&ſhou'd thereby give a blow 


to the Papal Chair it ſelf: For if the Diſpenſation of the 


not infallible z by which means the whole Doctrine of the 


Pope to enable the King to Marry his Brothers Wife, were 
not Valid, then was the Pope miftaken in his Grant, and ſo 


Komiſh Church might be call'd in Queſtion, and oppugned, 


as being contrary to God's Law : Theſe things the Pope 


| was well enough aware of, and yet was not willing to break 


with King Henry neither; but hoping time might alter 
things, finds out continual delays before he came to any 


Determination: And then, becauſe it was in a Matrimonial 
Cauſe, pretends the Perſons . muſt be actually preſent'z to 


which end he Empowers Cardinal Campezus with Legantine 
Power, to hear and determine matters in 'England, joyning * 


knowing the Pope's Mind, made not over · much hafte in his 
coming; by which delays not only the King's Patience was 


_try*d, but the Mouths of the People were open: For when 
Campeius was arrived in England, and Cardinal Woolſey his 


Colleague was joyned with him, they ſpent Six whole Months 


Cardinal Voolſey, without whom nothing coufd be done, in 
the ſame. Commiſhon with him; and Cardinal Campezus 


in Conſultation, only concerning their manner of Proceeding 


in the King's Divorce. 


In the mean time, the King underſtanding that for all his 
Pretences, of Scruple of Conſcience, he was hardly ſpoken 


of by many of his Subjects, eſpecially of the Women-kind, 
as if he took this Courſe, and made all this ado, more to 


ſatisfy his Luſt, than his Conſcience: He thought it con- 


venient, for the putting a ſtop to all ſuch Rumours, to Aſſem- 
ble all the Nobles of the Realm, Judges, Lawyers, Knights 
and Gentlemen, as cou'd conveniently attend; to whom he 
ſpoke as followeth, 7 5 


% 


you; in all which Tra& of Time We haye ſo behaved Our- 


< ſelf, that We hope We have neither given you cauſe to 


* Complain, nor Our Enemies to glory. No Foreign Power 


bath endeavoured ought againft you, but to kis own Loſs; 
_ © neither have We employed Our Arms any where, but We 


« have Triumphantly Ereted Our glorious Trophies: 80 
that whether you conſider the Sweet Fruits of Peace and 


© Plenty, or the Glory of Our Warlike Exploits, We dare 


N 3 © boldly 
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„ boldly avouch We have ſhewed Our-ſelf not unworthy of 1 
iy Our Anceſtors, whom (without Offence be it * 0 
We haye in all Points Equalled. But when We refled 
1 upon the neceſſary End of Our frail Life, We are ſurprized 
„ With Fear leaſt the Miſeries of future Times ſhould ſo ob- 
| ** (cure the Splendor of Our preſent Felicity, that as the 
'* Romans did after the Death of Auguſtus, ſo you may hefe- 
* After be forced to wiſh with Tears, either that We had 
never been born, or that We might have perpetually lived 
| | A to govern you, We ſee many here preſent, who in re- 
a gard of their Age, might have been Parties in the late 
* Civil Wars, which for Eighty Years together, ſo miſerably 
** rended this Realm, no Man knowing whom to acknow- 
* ledge: for his Soveraign, until the happy Conſunction of 
„ur Parents did not only reſolve, but took away all Cauſe of 
further doubt. Conſider then whether after Our Death 
vou can hope for better Days, than when the Factions of 
* Tork and 1ancafter diftrated this Realm. We have a 
Daughter, which We the more Affectionately tender, be- 
 * cauſe. ſhe is Our ſole Iſſue. But We would have you 
* know, that having lately treated with our dear Brother of 
France, between this our Daughter, and Henry Duke of 
* Orleans his Founger Son, both of Us were well pleaſed 
* with this Alliance, until one of his Privy Council made a 
* Queſtion of Our Daughters Birth; for it was muck to 
* be donbted left ſhe were to be held legitimate, being 
begotten of Us and that Mother who had before been 
* Married to Our Deceaſed Brotfer : Saying, It was utter. 
« ly repugnant to the Word of God, that any one ſhould 
E Marry his: Brothers Widow ; wherefore he was of Opinion 
[that this Match with Our Beloved Spouſe , was to be 
© deemed no other than Inceftuous. How grievouſly this 
4 Relation afflicted Us, GOD, the Searcher of Our Hearts, 
* knows : For theſe Words did ſeem to queſtion not only 
Our dear Conſort and Our Daughter, but even the very 
„ Eftate of Our Soul, which after Death muft neceſſarily 
* undergo Eternal and Inevitable Torments, if being ad- 
- 5.moniſhed of ſo horrible an Inceſt, We ſhould not endea- 
4 your àn Amendment. And for your parts, you cannot 
but foreſee how great Dangers, by reaſon of this doubt, 
do threaten you and your Poſterity. Being therefore de- | 
© firous (as the caſe indeed required) to be reſolved in this 
* Point, We firſt conferred with Our Friends, and then with 
the moſt Learned in the Laws, both Divine and Human; 
| 5 who indeed were ſo far from Satisfying - Us, that they left 
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us more 1 We therefore had recourfe to the 
Holy Apottolick See, to the Decree "whereof We think it 

5 . tig "that Our Self and all others ſhould be Obediear. 

I 46 4 To'this and ng other End, We call Immortal GOD to 

N Witness, have we procured this Venerable Legate. As for 
2 
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the Queen, our moft beloved Conſort; whatſoever Wo 
© men may Tattle, or ill-will mutter in private, We do 
ee willingly and moft Ingenuouſly profeſs, that in Nobleneſs 
& of Mind ſhe far tranſcends the ' Greatneſs of her Birth: 
* 80 that if we were now at Liberty, and free for 'a Secend 
© Choice, We take GOD to Witneſs that among all the 
% Plenty of the World's Beauties, We would net make choice 
of any other, if lawfully We might, than of this our now 
& Queen ; one, in regard of her Mildneſs, Wiſdom, Humility, 
© Sanctity of Mind and Converſation, We are verily per- 
*© ſwaded net to, be parallel d. But when we confider that 
4 e are beſtowed on the World to other Ends than the 
* purſuit of Our own Pleaſures, We have thought it meet 
© rather to undergo the hazard of an uncertain Judgment, 
„than to commit Impiety againſt GOD, the Liberal giver 
„ of all Bleſſings, and Ingratitude againſt our Country, the 
„ Weal and Safety whereof, each one ſhoufd prefer before 
« his Private Lite or Fortunes. Thus much have you heard 
* from Our own Month. And we hope that you will here- 
« after give ne heed either to Seditious Detrattions, or idle 
© Rumours of the People. F 
This Speech of the King's was either taken well or ill, 
according to the divers Diſpoſitions of the Heaters; ſome 
indeed lamenting the King's, but many more the Queens 
Caſe; notwithſtanding the King's fair Pretences, and piau- 
ſible - Proteſtations, eſpecially thoſe that knew he had al- 
ready caft an Amorous Eye upon another Lady, which made 


the King the more Impatient ot Delay. 


At length therefore the Legates began the Suit concern- 
ing the King's Divorce, the King reſiding then at his Palaee 

of Bride. well, near Black- Friars, London. In which there was 
ſuch a Mock Scene brought upon the Stage, as the Hiſtories 
of no other Nation ever afforded : In which a Puiffant 
Monarch, actually bearing Soveraign Rule in his Kingdom, 
being cited by the Voice of an Apparitor, made his Perſonal 
Appearance before his own Judges: (For tho Cardinal 
Compeius was no Natural born Subject of the King's, yet as 
Biſhop of Salisbury he was alio his Subject, and admitted to 

act his Legantine Power by the King's Conſent ). | 
For the acting of this Interlude, a Chair of State, where- 
to was an Aſcent, of ſome Steps, was placed for the King; 
and by the fide of it another, (but a little lower) for the 
Queen, Before the King, at the South Step fat the Legates ; 
but ſo, as the one ſeemed to fit at his Right hand, the other 
at his Left. Next to the Legates ftood the Apparicors, and 
other Officers of the Court; and among them Gardiner, 
( after Biſhop of Winchefter ) appointed Regiſter in this Buſi- 
neſs, Before the Judges, within the Limits of the Court ſat 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, wa au the other Biſhops ns 
TO PT SOR 5 e 
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the Realm: At the further End, of each fide, were the Ad- 
vocates and Proctors retain*d for each Party. | | 
The Court being thus formally ordered, the Apparitor 
was ordered by the Regiſter to cite the King, who forthwith 
cried aloud, HENRY, King of England, Come into the Court: 
Who thereupon aniwered, Here 4 am, Then the Apparitor 
being alſo ordered to cite the Queen, cried, Catharine, Queer 
of England, Come into the Court: To which the Queen made 
no Anſwer, but riſing from her Seat, went directly to the 
King; ta whom on her knees, purpoſely raiſing her Voice 
that everv one might hear her, the is ſaid to have ſpoken as 
follows: Fir, I bumbly beſeech your Majeſty ſo to deal wiib 
me at tbis preſent, that I may neither bave cauſe to complain of 
Injuſtice, nor that you have debar*d me the favour of your wonted 
| Clemency. I am bere a Woman and 4 Stranger , deſiitute of 
Friends and Counſel ;, ſo that plead for my ſelf I cannot, and 
whom elſe to Employ, I know not. My Kindred and Friends 
are far off, neither can 1 ſafely rely on any bere, in a matter of 
' ſo great Conſequence, They that are here retain'd for me, are 
ng other they whom you bave been pleastd to appoint, aud are 
Jour own Subjefts, who if they wou*d deal uprightly, (which few 
believe they dare de) yet can they not bere Mod your deter- 
minate Will and Pleajure, But what have wretched / committed, 
that after. Twenty years ſpent in Peaceable Wedlock, and bavin 
born you ſo many Children, you ſhou'd now at length think, o* 
putting me away? 1 mai, 1 confeſs, the Widow of your Brother, 
if at leaft ſhe may be accounted a Widow, whom ber Husband 
never knew, For I take Almighty GOD to witneſs, and I am 
perſwaded you cannot be Ignorant of it, that ] came 10 your Bed 
an Unſpotted Virgin; from which time, bow I baue bebav'd my 
ſelf, 1 am content to appeal even to them, whoſoever they are, 
that do wiſh me leaſt good. Certainly wbat ſoe ver their Verditt 
may be, you bave always found me 4 moſt aithful ( Servant, 1 6 
may better ſay, than ) Wife ; having. never, io my knowledge, 
_ withſtood your Pleaſure ſo much as in ſhew. 1 always loved thoſe 
whom I thought you favoured, without queſtioning i beir deſerts. 
I ſo carefully furtbered and procured Ear Pleaſures, that I rather 
fear I baue offended God, in toa much endeauouring your Content, 
than that I bave any way failed in the leaſt performance of ny 
Duty, By this my Qbſervance uno. you, if ſo be you ever thought 
it worthy of Regard, by our Common Iſſue, by the Memory of my 
Father, whom you ſometimes held dear, I do bumbly beg that you 
would be pleaſed to defer ibe farther hearing of this Cauſe, until 
keving ſent into Spain, I may thence be adviſed by my Friends 
in thu Caſe what Courſe to take. If then in ꝓuſtice it ſhall be 
' thought meet to rend me from you, 4 part of . whom I baue ſo 
Jang been, ( the apprehenſion whereof doth more terrify me thaz 
Death ) I wilt even in this continue my long obſerved courſe of 
Obedience, But as aften as 1 call to mind the Wiſdom of Our 
Perents , by whoſe Endgavours and Conſent this Match was 
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" FF _ ratified, I cannot but bope very well of my Cauſe, Your Father 


f was for bis admirable Wiſdom accounted 4 Second Solomon; 
'/ either can Spain tbrougbout the whole Succeſſions of rhe Kings © 
of ſo many Xingdoms, produce any one who may parallel my Fa- 
tber Ferdinand: And what kind of Counſellors muſt we think 
tbeſe Princes bad, that all ſhould as it were conſpire to burle Us 
| imo the Miſeries of an Incefiuous Marriage? No queſtion was 
then made concerning the Lawfulneſs of this Match, and yet thoſe 
Times afforded Learned Men: Tea, and ( whereof to my harm 
1 bqve bad Experimental knowledge) in Holineſs of Life, and 
love of the Truth, far ſurpaſſing the Flatteries of theſe Times, + 
The Queen having ended her Speech, roſe up, and making 
a low Courtſy to the King, inſtead of returning to her Seat, 
as it was thought ſhe would, went ftraight out of the Court; 
every one 'Wondering what the Queen intended. But be- 
fore ſhe had gone far, the King perceiving ſhe was going 
out, commanded the Apparitor to call her hack again; We 
cried out, Katharine, Queen of England, com? into the Court: 
Whereupon the Gentleman who led her, told her ſhe was 
called; to wham ſhe replied, J bear it very well, but go you 
os, on; 1 cannot bope for Fuſtice in this Court: Let them proceed 
againſt me in what manner they will, 1 am reſolved not to ſtay. 
So away (he went, and wou'd never after be perſwaded to IP 
make her Appearance either Perſonally or by a Proctor. | 
After ſhe was gone, the King commended her in thoſe 
Terms that might befit a great Affection, and her Excellent 
Vertues; largely proteſting how deſirous be was to continue 
in that E(tate, ſo that neither bis Soul, nor the Common. wealth We 
might be endanger*d by it. And upon this oolſey takes the 0 
opportunity of endeavouring to clear himſelf of firft putting 
the Scruple into the King's Head, beſeeching his, Majeſty, 
bat foraſmucb as it was bruited abroad that it was he that bal 
| perſwaded him to this Divorce, bis Majefly would vouchſafe to 
* fignify to the preſent Aſſembly bow far this Report was true. 
The King, tho+ he knew well enough that Fame had not at 
all herein belied the Cardinal, yet to ſecure his Favourite 
from the general hate of the People, affirmed the Biſhop of 
Tarbe to have firſt mention*d this Scruple to him, and adviſed 
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him to this courſe: And that the Biſhop of Lincoln his Confeſſor, | 1 
and other Biſhops with whom he had conferred, did the like. > 


Aud you, my Lord of Canterbury, ſaid the King, you being 
Metropolitan, 1 got Licenſe of you to put the Matter in queſtion, 
to which grant yon al put your Seals, as here in Cow is 10 3 
be ſeen, True it is, ſaid the Archbiſhop , and 7 doubt nat ; 

bur all my Brethren here will acknowledge the ſame, Not ſo, | 
C ſaid the Biſhop of Rocheſter ) you never bad my band to that | 
Inſtrument , nor never ſhall, Indeed, ſaid the Archbiſhop, 2 
you: did it not your ſelf, but admitted me to ſubſcribe your "I 
Name, and allowed me your Seal. Under your Corrett ion, ſaid | 
| | Rocheſter ; that is net ſo, Well, well, faid the King , you 


f 
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ant but one Man, againſt whom at this time we will not diſ- 
pute. And ſo roſe up, and the Court adjourn'd till another 
day. And theſe were the Acts of the firſt Dar. 

- But tho“ the Queen refufed to appear any more, yet 


the Court went on, Examining Witneffes, and made a ſhew 


at leaſt, as if they wou'd have come to a Determination, 
the Lawyers pleading on each ſide. The Advocates for the 
King alledging that it was not in the Pope's Power to Ra- 


tity the Marriage, and make that Lawful, which the Law 


of GOD and Nature had pronounced Unlawful. That 
Cathgrine had been lawfully Married to Prince Arthur, the 
King's Elder Brother; and that the Nuptials were pub- 


| Jickly Solemniz*d no Man cou'd deny: And many Cir- 


cumitances did manifeft the Conſummating of the Marriage 
by a Carnal Conjunction. And indeed confidering the Age 


| of Prince Arthur, and of Queen Catharine, at the time of their 


Marriage, the Prince being, Fifteen, and the Queen ſomething 
more, and that they Bedded together for near Five Months, 


it ſeems to me very ſtrange that the Queen {hon'd-call- GOD 


to Witneſs, as ſhe did, bat when fhe came to King Henry's 
Bed ſbe was an unſpotted Virgin, I wilt therefore fet down 
ſome of the Depolitions that were made, and then let the 
Reader judge as he- pleaſes, | 1 | 

The Dutcheſs of Norfolk, wha was preſent at the Marriage, 


 geclared the Age of Prince Arthur at the Time of his ſaid 


Marriage, to be about Fifteen ; and did poſitively affirm, 
That ſhe ſaw Prince Arthur and the Lady Catharine alone in 
Bed together, the next Night after their Marriage. 
George Earl of Shrewsbury depos d the Marriage was Cele- 
brated at St. Paul's Decimo Septimo Henrici Scptimi, 1501. 
Adding further that Prince Arthur was born at Wanchefter 
Seewndo Henrici Septimi, and that he believ*d the Prince knew 


this Lady Carnally; both as being able ſo to do, as alſo be- 


cauſe himſelf knew his Wife, not being Sixteen. 5 

Sir William Thomas Knight, depoſed, That Prince Art bur 
end the Lady Catharize lived five Months, partly about Lon- 
don, and partly at Lud low, in Houſhold together, as Man and 


Wite; and that he heard Sir Villiam Woodat, who was at the 


Princes Chriſtning ſay, that he was above Fiſteen, at the time 
of his Marriage, and the Lady Catburine Elder. | 


8 — 


© » Thomas Marqueſs of Dorſet depoſed , he ſaw a Regiſter 
of the Nativity of the King's Children, by which he 


found. Prince 4rthur was born the 208 of September, 1486. 


And that at the time of his Marriage, (which was upon 
A Sunday, Decimo Septima Henrici Septimi) he was of a 
gocd and Sanguine Complexion, and able as he ſuppos'd, 
tor that purpole, 1 TY e 

Roben Viſcount Fitwatrrs de postd the Prince was chen 


about Fiſteen, and Queen Natlurine Eluer; and that che 


next day after, being in Bed together, ( which he emem. 


\- 
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| bred after they Entred to have been Sclemnly -Bleſsd ) he 


waited at Breakfaft on Prince Arthur , where Maurice Ft. 


Fobn*'s did carve, and he the Lord Fitzwater gave Drink ; 


at which time the aid Maurice demanding of the Prince how. - 


he had done that Night? The Prince anſwerf*d, I baue been 
in Spain ir Night, 


. Charles Duke of Suffolk depoſed, That he was in the Biſhop 


of Londons Palace tbe Morrow next following the day of 
Marriage; and that he waited there upon the Prince at 
Breaſtfaſt, confirming moreover in Effect the Words of 
Maurice St. Fobn , hetore-mentioned. He alſo, added, That 
the Shrove-ride following the Marriage, (which was in 
_ November preceding) the faid Prince began to decay, and 
grow feeble in Body; which giew, as the ſaid Sr. John re- 
lated, by reaſon the ſaid Prince lay with the Lady Katharine, 
Thomas Duke of Norfolk, Lord Treaſurer of England, de- 
poſed, That he being the Day of the dure in the Biſhop 
of London's Palace and the Morrow after a 
Breakfaſt, heard the Prince his Words to Maurice St, Fobn, 
when he ſaid he had been that Night in the midſt of Shain; 
by which Words, as alſo becauſe Prince Arthur was a Gentle- 
man of a good Complexion, and Nature, and above Fifteen, 
he believes that he Carnally knew his Lady, becauſe himſelf 
at the ſame Age did carnally know, and uſe: And he be- 


the Princes 


| lieves this the rather, that he heard from Credible Perſons - 


that the ſaid Prince Arthur did lie with the ſaid Lady Xaths- 


rine five or fix Nights after. 7 | 
Antbony Willoughby Knight, depoſed, That being the Mor- 
row after the Marriage in the Prince's Privy-Chamber,, 
the ſaid Prince ſpake before divers Witneſſes theſe Words, 
Willoughby give m « Cup of Ale, for I tave been this Night 
in the midſt of Spain: After which he ſaid, It is @ god Paſtime 
10 baue a Wife: Which Words he repeated allo divers o- 
ther times, Moreover he heard ſay they lay at Ludlow to- 
gether. the Sbrove· tide next following. . 


And now I will leave it to the Reader, whether he will 
believe theſe Depoſitions, or Queen Katharine s Proteſtation, 


| That ſhe came an un ſpotted Virgin to King Henry's Bed. Which 
if the Reader can believe, I muſt acknowledge he has a 
ſtronger Faith in that particular, than I have. 

But however that matter be, the Legates made but ſlow 


| ſerved that Cardinal Campeius went more coldly to work 
than he was wont, from whom before this, he expected the 
Promiſed Deciſion; but. it ſeems Fortune had ſince that turned 
her Wheel, the Empereur's Affairs proſpered in J/taly, and 
Pope Clemens knew it was not the way to wipe out the Re- 


proceedings in determining this matter; and the King ob- 


he found ſome other pretence to ſend one Francis 


— nce of an Old Offence by committing a New, and 
ee into Aalen f bat his chief Brmnd was to will 


Campeius 


o 
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_ - Campeius to burn the Bull whereby the King's Marriage had 
| before been pronounced void, and to return to Rome with 
d. But the News of the Pope's Sickneſs at the ſame + 
time, made him defer the Execution of his Mandate ; For- 
if Clement had dy'd, the Cardinal might with ſafety have 
8 the King, who, to bribe him thereto, had con“ 
rred on him the Biſhoprick of Salisbury; and te whom 
the Cardinal had promiſed Succeſs anſwerable to his deſires. 
And if he ſpould permit the King to be thus illuded, he 
fear'd he might be counted both Ingrateful and Treacherous. | 
But Campetus underftanding the Pope was well again, found \ 
| your 1 a Neceſſity of obeying his Mandate, and burn- 
: . ng the Bull. F Fp | 
In the mean time, the King, who was become deeply in 
love with Ann Bolen, according to the Nature of Lovers, 
counting each minute an hour, quick reſented this Change, 
and never reſted till he knew the whole Carriage of the mat- 
ter. Which as ſoon as he underſtood, his Wrath like Thunder 
tell upon Cardinal Woolſey ; who might now well cry out with 
the Comedian, „)) 
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| | Jove, and ye gods? How bard a thing 
5 I is to ſerve a Raging Ring! 7 


The King had notice that Voolſey had adviſed the Pope 
nor to approve of the Divorce from Catharine, foraſmuch as 
the King was then reſolved to Marry another infected with 
 Enutheranifm. For tho* the Cardinal firſt broach'd this Buſi- | 
neſs, yet when he found the King wou'd Marry Anz Bolen, \ 
who was a Favourer of the Reformation, and n an | 
ES Enemy to him, he was under-hand as much againſt the Di- 
= | , yorce, as he had before been for it, to be reveng'd on the 
3 Emperour: And when the King came to know this, Vool- | 
fey was ſo ſharply taken up and threatned by kim, that it 
was eaſy te Read in his Face and Geftures the Symptoms of 
his Waining Fortune: For the Cardinal at that time return- 
mg. from the Court by Water, the Biſhop of Carliſle being 
with him in the ſame Barge, complained of the heat, which 
was then Extraordinary ; to whom Ioolſey reply*d, My Lord, 
A ory been but now in my Place, you woufd haue found nn 
dor indeed: And as ſoon: as he came home, he put off his 
Cloaths, and went fick to Bed. Before he had repoſed him- _ 
_ — _» flf an Hour and half, the Viſcount: Rechfore came to him, 
: Anqd in the King's Name commanded him and his Colleague 
do repair inftantly to the Queen, and exhort her not to con- 
tend any longer with the King; ſince it wout'd be more for 
ker good, and the Honour of them beth, to ſubmit herſelf 
* ” * 4 - | , N 8 : to 
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| King HENRY tbe Epbth. 
to the King's Pleaſure, than to undergo the Diſgrace of a 
Publick ] t; for that it was now brought to that Puſh, 
that longer defer d it could not be. The Cardinal being ar- 
quainted with the King's Pleaſure, preſently got up, and 
went to Campeins, who went along with him to the Queen, 
who having notice of their coming, went forth and met them. 
After mutual Salutations ; the dinals deſired ſhe wou'd 
vouchſafe a few Words in private; but the Queen refuſed to 
entertain any Conference with them, but where ſhe might 
have Witneſſes of what paſſed. Voolſey then began to ſpeak 
in Latin-; but the Queen e er him, deſiring, tho ſhe 
underſtood Latin, that he would ſpeak in Engliſh. He there- 
upon, in the Names of both Legates, began a Speech in Eng- 
liſh, wherein he profeſſed a great deal of Obſervance and 
Duty to her; and that they came to no other End, but to 
ad viſe her for her good. To which the Queen return d them 


* 


. this Anſwer ; 


As for your Wi, 1 thank you: 4s j or your advice, 7 
will give you the bearing, but the matter, I believe, about 
. which you come, is of jo great Importance, that it will require 


- 4 great deal of Deliberation, and the belp of 4 Brain ſur- 


paſſmg that of Feminine Wealneſs. Tou ſee my Employments, 


( ſhewing them a Skein of white Thread hanging about her 


Neck) im this 1 ſpend my Time amongſt my Maids, which in- 
deed are none of the greateſt Counſellors ; yet I baue none - 
ther in England: And Spain, where they are, on whom 1 
dare rely, GOD lnowetb, is far enough off. ret I am con- 
tent to bear what you bave to ſay, and will give you an Anſwer 
when we can «onventently.- | FF 

So taking the Cardinal by the hand, ſhe brought them in- 
to a withdrawing-Room; where having attentively heard 
what they had to ſay, ſhe made this Replß : 
T bat now after Twenty Tears , the Lawfulneſs of my Mar- 
riage ſhoufd be quefiion'd , I cannot 'ſufficiemly wonder; eſpe- 
cially when I confider who were the Authors of it: Many of 
them are yet alive both in England and Spain. bat kind 
of Men the reft were, who are now dead, tbe World knows, 
Henry and, Ferdinand Our Parents, the maſt ſage Princes of their 


time; and their OY ſuch without doubt, who for their Wiſ- 
dom were approved of as: fit Servants for ſo Fudicious Mater 

' Befides the Pope, whoſe Diſpenſation 1 have to ſhew, and whith 
was procured by my Father at. no ſmall Charge, But what thing 
is there ſo fincere and firm, which Enuy mill not ſreł to Haft; 


of theſe my Miſeries I can accuſe none but you, my Lord of 
Tork: Becauſe I cod not away with -your Monſtrous Pride, 
Exceſſive Riot, Whoredome, and intollerable Oppreſſion, therefore 
do I now ſuffer. And yet not for tbis only; for, for ſome 
part of your hatred, I am bebolden to my Nephew the Emperour 3 
whom, becauſe be did not ſatisfy your inſatiable Ambition, by 
Advance ing qu to the Papacy, you bave ever fince maligned, 

' | 8 a Tow 
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dn threatued to be Revenged on bim and his Friends, and 
' you. beve performed your Promiſe ; for you have been the only 
Incendiary aud Plotter of all the Wars and. Miſchief againſt 
bim theſe _ And I am bis Aunt, whom how you 
laue perſecuted by raifing this new doubt, GOD Howe, 10 whoſe ; 
| t only I commend my Cauſe. W 
This ſhe ſpake in French, appearing. very much moved, 
and wou d not ſuffer Woolſey to ſpeak in Defence of himſelt-: 
But took her leave of Cardinal Campeius very courteoully, 
having given Cardinal Woolſey ſuch a Choak-Pear, as he knew 
not well how to digeft, and yet knew not how. to help him- 
ſelf: For he knew what ſhe had ſaid, eſpecially relating to 
his own particular, to be nothing but the Naked Fruth. . 
_ The King being now hopeleſs of the Queen's conſent, 
hafied his Lawyers to forward the Divorce; which they did 
with that Diſpatch, that nothing was now wanting but giving 
of Sentence, for which a Solemn Day was appointed'; which 
- cauſed many of the Nobility, and a Multitude of the Com- 
monalty to repair to the Court, expecting that  Judg- 
ment wou'd have been given for the King, And the King 
himſelf having conceived ſome hope of the Legates good in- 
tents towards him, cauſed a Seat to be placed for himſelf be- 
kind the Hangings, where without being ſeen, he might 
hear whatever paſſed, or was ſpoken in Court. The Cardi- 
nals being Seated, the Kings Advocates earneſtly required 
that Sentence might be given on their ſide: Upon which 
Campicus ſtanding up, as well as he could for the Gout, ſpake 
as follows: . | | „ 
1 have heard and diligently Examined whatſoever hath 
been alledged in the King's behalf. And indeed the Argu- 
. ments are ſuch; that I might and ought to Pronounce for 
# the King, if two Reaſons did not controul my own-defires 
« of doing his Majeſty Right: The Queen you ſee with- 
© draws herſelf from the judgment of this Court, having be- 
+ fore us Excepted againft the Partiality of the Place, where 
*, ſhe ſaith nothing can be determined without the Conſent ' 
« of the Plaintiff... Moreover his Holineſs, who is the Foun- 
* tain and Life of our Authority, hath by a Meſſenger given 
us to-underftand;; that he hath reſerved this Cauſe for his 
„ on hearing: So chat if we would never fo fain proceed 
< any farther, are bit, ug cannot, I am ſure we may 
not. Wherefore (which only remaineth ) T do here Diſ- 
„ ſolve the Court. Other than this, as the Caſe ſtands, 
cannot do: And I beſeech them whom this Cauſe con- 
** cerns, to take in good part what I have done. Which if 
they will not, altho? it may trouble me, yet not ſo much 
as to regard the Threats of any one. I am a feeble Old 
Man; and ſee Death ſo near me, that in a matter of ſo 
F great Conſequence, neither Hope, nor Fear, nor 2 


/ ; 
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e my ſelf ready to appear, ſhall ſway me. e 
ol How the Kin was pie to find himſelf thus:diſappoints 
ed, may be eaſily imagined 3 and how it was taken by che 
Nobility and Gentry, the Words of the Duke of Sufolk de- 
clare, who ftepping out of his Place, and ſtriking his hand 
upon the Table, ſaid, with a ftern Countenance, It was ne uhr 
merry with England, force we bdve bad any Cardinals amongſt us. 
To whom I7oolſey in a few words replied, Thar it was vot itt 
his Power to proceed without Authority from the Pope zund that 
no. Man ought to accnſe them, for not doing that to which thein 
Power did not extend, _ 3 | | 4 
But the King's implacable Anger (having now loſt all 
hope of doing his Buſineſs at Rome, or by means of the Pope) 
admitted of no Excuſe ; but Woolſey himſelf muſt become a 
Sacrifice to appeaſe it. As for Campeius, tho he had leave 
to depart, yet at Calais he had his Carriages, even to his 
Cloak-bag and Males, ſearched by the King's Commands, 
upon pretence that i#oolfey intending an Eſcape, had by Cam- 
peius convey his Trealure for Rome. But the true and Se» 
cret Reaſon was, not ſo much for the Treaſure, as for the 
Bull he brought over with him for allowing the King's Di- 
vorce; but that being convicted of Hereſy, was upon Francis 
Campanas coming over, committed to the Flames. But the 
King couꝰd nt believe it was burned; and if it was found, it 
wou*d be enough to Countenance his Second Marriage. But 
found it was not, nor ſcarce ſo much Money in all the Cardi- 
nal's Carriages as had been given him by the King. 
The Cardinal Legates having thus Diſſolved their Courts, 
. and left the — o the Divorce in ſuſpence; the Secret 
Working of Divine Providence ( which oftentimes brings 
forth Good out of Evil) did fo over-rule this matter, as 
that it occaſion d the Downfal of the Pope's Power in Eng- 
and: The Reformation having already begun to dawn: 
The black Miſts of Pbpiſh Ignorance and Error beginning ta 
vanith, as ſoon as the bright Beams of Light and Truth began 
to ſpreat its Inlightning Rays: For while the matter of 
Divorce hung thus in a Sulpence, it happened that Dr. Cran- 
mer, Dr. Stephens, and Dr. Fox, dined all together at Waltham; 
where the two latter, being great Agents for the King, fell 
into Diſcourſe of the King's Cauſe, diſcuſſing it by the Civil 
Law; Well, ſaid Dr. Cranmer, if I might be heard, I think is 
might be much better tryed by GOD*s Law, by which the King 
ſhoutd be ſurer ſertied in the Cauſe of his Conſcience, vhan thus ro 
be poſted off with delays from year to year, This Speech of 
Cranmer's' Dr. Fox made known to the King, who immediate-/ 
ly ſent for Cranmer, and conferred with him, and commanded 
him to write his Mind in the matter, but with chis Caution, 
not to reſpect the Perſons, but the Cauſe. And then ordered 
the Earl of VViltſpire to take care of Books a — 
SY : ” furniſhn 
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furniſh him with what he wanted. In Proſecution whereof 
the Doctor proved by the Holy Scriptures, General Councils, 
Antient and Modern Writers, That the Pope bad no Authority 
to diſpence with the VVord of God, nor the Scriptures. This, 
when he had finiſhed, he preſented to the King; who when 
be had Read and weighed it, faid to Cranmer. VVillyou, Mr. 
Doctor, abide by what you have writ ? That will I, by God's 
Grace, reply'd Dr. Cramer, even before the- Pope bimſelf. 
Marry ( quoth the King) to bim you ſhall ge. And thereupon 
Thomas Earl of VViltſbire, with Dr. Stokeſly Ele& of London, 
Cranmer, and ſeveral other Doctors, were ſent to the Pepe 
then at Bonony in Italy: Where the Day being come for 
Audience, and the Propoſitions being made, That no Man, 
Jure Divino, con d or ought to Marry bis Brothers VViſe, and 
that the Biſhop of Rome cou'd by no means diſpence to the contrary. 
To this it was reply*d, Thar it ſbou'd be anſmer*d at more leiſure, 
when the Pope return*d to Rome. And ſo the Ambaſſadors 
were diſmiſs d, and return'd to England; But Cranmer took 
his way to the Emperour, being then at Vienna in his Expe- 
dition againft the Turks: Unto whoſe Learned Men he offer- 
ed Diſputation; and in private Conference ſo ſatisfied Cor- 
nelius Agrippa, the moſt reputed for Learning in the Em- 
perour's Court, that he held the Propoſition moſt true: 
Whereupon ether Learned Men were diſcouraged from Diſ-. 
ting, and ſuffered Cranmer to depart without Encountering 
im any further. But let us a little look back, and ſee what 
became of VFoolſey. ; „W 
One well obſerves of this Cardinal, that his Riſing and his 
Fall were alike ſudden, neither of them by degrees; but as 
the Lion gets his Prey, by Leaps. For ſoon after the De- 
parture of his Colleague, the Dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk 
came to him in the King's Name, commanding him to ſur- 
render the Great Seal: But the Cardinal pleaded, That the 
King had by Patent made him Lord Chancellor during term 
of Life, and by Conſequence committed the Cuſtody of the 
Great Seal to him. Nevertheleſs he wou'd reſigp his Place 
if his Majeſty io commanded; But he thought it not fit, 
having received the Seal from the King, to deliver it to any 
other, but upon ſpecial command. The Lords Returning to 
 Wrndfor, where the Court then was, the next day brought the 
King's Letter, which being Read by the Cardinal, he imme- 
diately delivered the Great Seal; the keeping whereof was 
ſoon after given to Sir Thomas More. The Great Seal being 
thus taken from him, he was commanded by the King to 
leave Tor- Place, (ſince called hire - Hall) and to depart to 
Aſher, a Country-Houſe, near Hampton · Court. His Officers 
were allo: charged to Inventory and bring forth his Goods, 
wyhereupon much brave Furniture made into Hangings, be. 
ſides whole Pieces of Rich Stuffs, were ſet upon divers Tables 
in his Houſe; which I wou'd ſcarce have mention'd but for 
. Fo” |} « | the 
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the vaſt quantity of them; for of fine Holland alone there was 
- a Thouſand Pieces, beſides: the Walls, of his Gallery on the 


Fellow to your Highneſs, than like a Subject. 


— 


one ſide were hang d with Rich Suits of Cloth of Gold, Cloth 
of Silver, Cloth of Tiſſue, Oc. On the other ſide was placd 
the moft Glorious Suit of Copes that had been ſeen in Eng- 


land. In a Chamber near to the Gallery, was à great Cup- 
board of Plate of Maſſy Gold; and in a Chamber adjoyning 
vaſt quantities of other Plate. All which the Cardinal com- 
manded Sir William Gaſcogne his Treaſurer, to be deliver'd to 
the King when he was requir d. e 

Soon after this, VVoolſey was accus d of Treaſon in Parlia- 
ment, Forty five Articles being preferred againſt him, for 


which I refer the Reader to this Kings General Hiſtory, and 


ſhall only inſert two of them, that the Reader may have a 


Specimen of his Pride, and Leudneſs; and that Queen Katha- 

rine was in the right of it, when ſhe charg'd him with Whore- 
& IV. Alſo; the ſaid Lord Cardinal, of his Preſumptuous 
„Mind, in divers and many of his Letters, and Inſtructions 


dom. The Articles I ſhall inſert, are the Fourth and the 


5 ſent out of this Realm to outward Parties, had joyned him- 
& ſelf with your Grace; as in ſaying and writing in his ſaid 


„Letters and Inſtructions, The King and IJ. And, I wou'd 
et „e ſhould da thus. The King and I give you beariy Thanks, 


„ Whereby it is apparent that he uſed himſelf more like a 


* 


&* VI. And allo whereas your Grace is our Soveraign Lord 


0 and Head, in whom ftandeth all the Safety and Wealth of 


ce this Realm, the ſame Lord Cardinal knowing himſelf to have 


4 the Foul and Contagious Diſeaſe of the great Pox, broken out 
* upon bim in ſeveral places of his Body, came daily to your 
Grace, rowning in your Ear, and blowing upon your moſt 
« Noble Grace, with bis Perilous and Infective Breath; to 


© the Marvellous danger of your Highneſs, if GOD cf his 


Infinite Goodneſs had not better provided for your High- 
„ neſs.» And when be was once healed of them, he made 
your Grace to believe that his Diſeaſe was an Impoſthume 


& in his Head, and of none other thing. 
By theſe Two Articles the Reader may give a gueſs at the 


Cardinal; in the firft, he ets himſelf on the ſame Foot with 


the King: The King and I give unto: you our hearty Thanks. 


And as in his Writings he made himſelf equal to the King, 


ſo he allo did in his Attendance: For his Retinue conſiſted 


of rear about a Thouſand Perions, among whom were one 
Earl, nine Barons, many Knights and Gentlemen, and of 
Officers belonging to his Houſe about Four Hundred, beſides 


their Servants, which far exceeded the former Number. His 
Chaßppel was ſerv'd by a Dean, a Sub-Dean, a. Chanter, 


Tzhirty-five Singers, wherevt Thirteen were Clergy, Twelve 


Lay, and Ten Choriſters, Four 8 Two Croſs-bearers, 


. 
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and Two Pillar-bearers.. Beſides Sixteen Chaplains, the moſt 
ſufficient for their Learning througheut all England. And 


What coud the King have more? But how abominably Scan- 


dalous was it, that ſuck a Man as this, in ſo high a Station, 


ſhould yet be fo ſhamefully given to Whoring , as to get 


the Pox, in ſo notorious a mannet as the-Sixth Article de- 
: {tribes ? © n ; 5 4343 I Sy HAY 7 SR 


But tho” theſe Articles were preferred againſt him, being 
preſented to the King by the Lords, and then ſent down to 


the Lower Houſe, yet Mr. Thomas 'Cromwel (a Servant of the 
Cardinab ) '6btaining the place of a Burgeſs, ſo well defend- 
ed the Cardinal his Mafter, that no Treaſon cou'd be laid to 


- - his Charge. And it was upon this honeſt beginning that 
Cromwel began to be firft taken notice of, and obtained his 


Reputation, aud open d his way to thoſe Honours, to which 
in a few years after he was advanc'd : For even they who 
hated VyYoolſey, honoured Cromwel, for his Wiſdom, Induftry, 


and Fidelity, in defending his Deje&ed and Falling Lord. But 


tho'*the Cardinal was not found a Traitor, yet was he found 


. guilty of a Premunire, and all his Goods and Chattels ſeized _ 


on by the King's Officers. After which, how he went down 
to be inftall'd at Tort, his great Preparations for it; and how 
he was ſent for back by the King; being Arrefted by the Earl 
of Northumberland, I ſhall leave to others, and only fer down 


huis laft Speech, when he found Death coming to diſcharge 


him of all Trials, but what he ſhould meet with 'in another 
World. For Sir Antbony Nin ſton being by him, and exhort- 


ing him to be of good Courage, and take Comfort, for that 


the King, in whoſe Name he faluted him, had ſent for him 
for no other End, but that he might clear himſelf from thoſe 
things which Malice and Detraction had forged againſt him; 
the Cardinal made him this Reply, S 

J am as truly glad to hear of his Majeſties Health, as I 


„ traly know my Death to be at hand: I have been now 


Eight Days together troubled with a Flux, accompanied 
wich a Continual Fever; which kind of Diſeaſe, if within 
Eight Days it remit nothing of its wonted Violer ce, by 


the Conſent of all hyſicians threatens no leſs than Death, 


„r peradventùre an Evil beyond Death, Diſtraction. But 
*© being grown weak, and my Diſeaſe raging more and more, 
« do cach minute expect when GOD will be pleas'd to free 
this Sinful Soul, from this loathſome Priſon of the Body. 
« But ſhou'd my Life be a little prolonged, do you think I 


. © perceive not what Traps are laid for me? You, Sir 
* VVikiam, if I miſtake nor, are Lieutenant of the Tower, 


and 1 gueſs for what you come. But GOD hath juſtly 


« rewarded me, for neglecting my due Service to Him, and 


holy applying my ſelf to his Majeſties Pleaſure. Wo is 


© me, Wretch and Sor, that 1 am! Who have been üngrate?- 
„fal to che King of Kings, whom if 1 bad ſerved-with that 


* duc 
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et due devout Obſervance that befits 4 Chriſtian, he would 
+ not have forſaken me in the Evening of my Age. I wo.mAu 
„ J might be a general Example (even to the King him- 
„“ ſylf ) bow ſlipperily they ſtand in this World; who'do not 
1 above all things reſy upon the firm ſupport of GOD Fa- 
&«.rour and Providence. Salute his Majeſty from me, and 
et deliver this my laſt Petition unto him, which is, That he 
live mindful ef the Trial he muft undergo before: GOD%s 
4 High- Tribunal: So-ſhall he by the Secret Teſtimony of 
et his own Conſcience, free me from thoſe Crimes wherewith - 
t my Ad verſaries ſeek to burthen me; © i 


o 


He wou'd hare ſpoken more, but His Speech failed hi 


and he died ſoon after; and his Body apparelled in dis 
Pontifical Robes, being expoſed to publick View all that 
day, (for he expired at the very break of day) was at Mid- * 
night, without any Solemnity, buried in the Abby-Church at | 
- Leicefter, where he died. The News of his Death being 
brought to the King, he ſeem'd ſo much afflicted therextz - 
that he wiſhed it had coſt him Twenty Thouſand — | 
that he had lived, when yet his diſpleaſure was that which 
kill'd him. However he omitted not to e 


1 not to enquire of about 
Fifteen Hundted Pounds which the Cardinal had lately got, 


without the King's being able to imagine how. So that, ti 
it appeared he borrowed it of divers Perſons, the King mig 
perhaps ſuſpect it to be the Remaindet of forme of his An- 
cient Acquiſitions: And this was the End of that Proud and 
Ambitious Cardinal, who thereby drew much Eur upori 5 
bimſelf; for ſeeking to make himſelf great, and to do all 
himſelf,” having ſuch-a Multitude of Offices and Places in- 
veſted; or rather Monopolizd in him, that it made every 
one glad of his Fall, hoping to get 1 by it: He 
mightily affected outward. Pomp and Grandeur, and his 
Buildings were the moſt Magnificent in the Kingdom; of 
which Hampton - Caurt and Cbriſi. Church. Collelge in Oxford are - 
ſafficient | Witneſſes 2 The firſt of which he gave to the —_— 
King, (and which indeed -was a Gift fitter for a King to — = 
take, than for a Subject to give.) And the Second, tho the 1 
King apply'd it to the fame ule the Cardinal deſign'd it, yet 1 
he made it his own Foundation inſtead of the Cardinals. And 3 
| indeed conſidering that the King at laſt was V/oofſſeys Heir 
and Executor, he made but the fame uſe of him, as his Father 
had done of Empſon and Dudley, whom he allow*d by all un- 
| Jaſt means to oppreſs and extort from his Subjects, and then 
Iqueeꝛ it all into his own Pockets. ef In 
The Cardinal being dead, the King Purſues His Divorce 
in which matter Cranmer had made a conſiderable Progreſs; 185 
and having obtain*d the Judgment of the Univerſities of 
Paris, with the reſt throughout France, Pavia, Padua, Bononia, 


— 


- ind others, Who all came to this Concluſion; Tbat the Pope 0% 25 3 
[ wis bark 10 Power over the * Law ef God) could not: 
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bis Diſpenſation ratifie 4 Marriage contracted between 4 Bro- 
53 8 To 22 VVidow, it he forbidden by the- Expreſs 
PVords of Scripture, And fair means not prevailing with the 
Pope, the happy Iſſue of it was, That the King by Publick 
Proclamation throughout the Kingdom. forbids all Commerce 
between his Subjects and the Biſhop- of Nome; commanding + 
5 that no Man ſhou*'d receive any thing from, or ſend any 
5 thing (eſpecially Money) to him, either by Exchange, or 
a by any. other means'; calling him Tyrant, the Harpy of the 
be: | World, the common Incendiary; and one utterly unworthy 
of that glorious Title which he had Vain-gloriouſly uſurped, 
to wit, Chrift's Vicar. King Henry herein making good 
the old Proverb, When Thieves fall out, True Men come by 
their Gods. OS . 


Mx But in this bold and daring Attempt, the King was ſome- 
4, NT, what jealous of the Clergy, as well knowing how ftrongly they 
had ſided with the Pope in the Reigns of his Predeceſſors; 
and therefore thought it beſt to clip their Wings; to which 
end he condemns the whole Clergy throughout the King- 
dom, in a Premunire; becauſe they, without Licenſe from 
ts him, had been Obedient to the Authority of the Pope, in 
ME acknowledging Poo}ſey for his Legate. The Clergy of the 
Province of Canterbury, being afraid of falling into the King's 
Hands, and being Aſſembled in Convocation, buy their Par- 
don at a Hundred Thouſand Pounds; and in this Synod he 
is (tho not without much ado ) declar'd by the Clergy of 
ET. both Provinces, next under Chrift,, Supream Head of the 
BR Church of Exgland; and all Foreign Power and Authority diſ- 
8 claimd: The Province of Tor being fined at Eighteen 
ö Thouſand Eight Hundred and Forty Pounds. The King by 
this means killing not only two, but three Birds with one 
_ . None; For by this pretended Crime of acknowledging Wool- 
eis Legantine Authority, for which Woolſey had the King's 
own Licenſe, (for ſo 1 find Woolſey affirming to the Judges 
that were ſent to take his Anſwer about it, in theſe Words, 
Alt is well known to his Majeſty, that F would not preſume 
to Exerciſe my Power Legantine before he had been pleaſed 
to Ratify it by his Royal Aﬀent given under his Seal; 
5 „Which het I cannot now produce, becauſe all my Goods have 
been taken from me) he firſt Clipt the Wings of the 
A Clergy, ſecondly got to be acknowledg'd Supream Head of 
twWthe Church, thirdiy' got into his own Pocket a Hundred and 
vg | Eighteen Thouſand Eight Hundred and Forty Pounds. And 
tho the Laity were manv of them as deep in the Premunire 
bo ds the Clergy, yet ( leſt they ſhou'd look too far into the 
matter) they were Pardoned by Act of Parliament. 
Ihe King having ſatisfy'd himſelf, by the Determinations 
1 of his own Subjects, and of the Learned Men of Foreign Uni- 
WE. Yernties, or at leaſt pretending to be Satisfied, (for if the 
Scruple was but fained, the Sätisfaction might be eafily'ob- _ 
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vately, and in the Preſence of very few, Married the Lady 
Ann Bolen; and ſoon after, his Marriage with his firſt Wife 
was declared Null, Void, and Inceftuous, by Act of Parlia- 


ment, wherein alſo all Appeals to Rome were forbidden, and 


that none ſhould ſtile Katharine other then the Princeſs of 
Wales, or the Widow or Dowager of Prince Arthur. And 
by Vertue of the ſame. Law, the Archbiſhop. of Canterbury, 
(which was now Dr. Thomas Cranmer, who ſucceeded War- 
m, deceaſed the year before) accompanied with ſome other 
Biſhops, coming to Dunſtable, within Six Miles of Ampt bil, 


where Cabarine then reſided, cauied her to be cited before 
bim, next under the King Chief Judge in all Eccleſiaſtical 


. Cauſes, within the Province of Canterbury, to ſhew what Rea- 


ſons cou'd be alledged why the Marriage, not lawfully con- 
tracted between the King and her, ſhould not be diſannulled, 
and Pronounced Impious, Inceſtuous, and Void. To theſe. 
things, by one of her Servants ſhe anſwered, That it beſeem- 
ed not the Archbiſhop to thruſt his Sickle into anothers 
Harveft ; this Cauſe. did yet depend undecided before the 
Pope, who was Chriſt's Vicar on Earth, whoſe Decree: ſhe 
wou'd obey, and other Judge ſhe wou'd acknowledge none: 


However ſhe was called Fifteen Days together, and not ap- 


pearing, ſhe was pronounced Contumax, and for her Con- 
tumacy ſeparated from the King's Bed and Company. 
Whereupon the Lady Ann was Proclaimed Queen through- 


out the Kingdom; and. on Eafter-Eve ſhewed herſelf puh- 


lickly as Queen, and was the hitſontide following Crowned 


with all imaginable Pomp and Solemnity. But alas how 


often does the Sun that Riſes moſt glorioufly, ſet in a Cloud! 
And ſo it happened with this Queen, for after ſhe had been 
Married to the King about Three Years and four Months, 
the King having but one Child by her, and that a Daughter, 
and being very deſirous of Male-Iffue, had fix d an Amorous - 


Eye upon the Lady Fare Seymour, and was reſoly'd to have 


her, and to that end was reſoly'd to be rid ef Queen An: 
But by a way more cruel and unjuſt than that by which he 


got rid of Queen Ratharine: For in that, there was a ſuffici- 


ent Cauſe of Divorce, the Marrying of his Brother's Wife 


being really againft the Expreſs Law of God; againſt which 
na Diſpenſation of any Mortal whatſoeyer cau'd be at all a- 
voailable. I ſay the Cauſe of Divorce, was juſt, and yet Henry 


might be unſuſt in doing 105 eſpecially if it were, as Cardinal 


1 . 1 
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5 © 
Queen Am, there cou'd be no. ſuch Scruple, for which reaſen 
-+ Another Courſe muſt be taken. 


Pool charg'd him, to wit, 


i 


ſcience, nor fear of God as be pretended, hut out of Luſt and blind 
Tove, bad forſaken the Lady Catharine, But in the Cale of 


* 


at he neither out of Terror of Con- 
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 tain'd)) and his Love admitting of no longer Delays, he pri- 
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And therefore the King being on May- Day, 1836. at Green- 
wich, where there was a Solemn juſt, wherein George Viſ- 


C a — 


count Keckford, the Queens Brother, was Chief Challenger, 


and Herry Norris Principal Defendant , the King ſuddenly 
_ departed; which much troubled the whole Company, eſpeci- 


ally the Queen, becauſe ſhe knew not the Reaſon thereof; 


Tho ſome have ſaid, that the Queen accidentally letting fall 
ber Handkerchief, it was tacen up by one ( ſuppoſed her Fa- 


vourite) who wiped his Face therewith ; and that this was 
perceived by-the King; but I find no ground for this Story. 
That which is certain is, That the King being thus gone, 


the Queen retires her ſelf; Whilft the King haſting to 


Weſtminſter, takes order to commit the next Morning George 


Lord Rochford and Henry Norris to the Tower, Alter which, 


the Queen coming, to London in her Barge, was apprehended 
by ſome of the Lords, and carried towards the Tower; wha 
telling her of her Offence, ſte with great Earneftneſs affirmed 


ſhe was wronged z and only defired to ſee the King before 


ſhe went, but in vain, they having no fuch Commiſſion, 


When ſhe Entted the Tower ſhe fell upon her Knees, be- 


ſeeching God ſo to help her, as ſhe was not guilty of that 
whereof ſhe was accus'd. After which, one William Brereron 
Eſq; , and Sir Francis Weflon of the King's Privy-Chamber, 


and one Mark Smeron, a Mucifiar, were committed on the fame 
Occaſions The Queen being thus in the Tower, and not 


permitted to fee the King, found it difficult to Write'to 
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him alſo; for Sir William Xingſton, Conſtable of the Tower, 


at firſt refus'd to carry it: However on the Sixth of May 
| (which was four Days after ſhe was Committed ) ſhe ' ſent 


the following Letter, which is enough to diſſipate (if not the 


Malice of her Enemies, yet) all thoſe Odious and Cauſeleſs 


Slanders caſt upon. her, the Letter in every part breathing the 


Natural Air of Innocence. 


Queen Anne of Bolen to King Henry, from 


te Tomer, 
5 1 


1988 thifgs fo firange to me, as what to Write, or what 


F to\Excuſe, 1 im Altogether Ignorant. Wheieas you ſend 


66 


= unto me, { wilting me to confeſs a Truth, and ſo to ob- 
„ fan your Favour } by ſuch a one whom you know to be my 
+ Ancient Pröfeſſel Enemy; I no ſooner receive this Meſſage 
ap I rightly Conceive your Meaning: And if, as you ſay, 


1 


consent a Truth may indeed procure my Safety, L ſhall 


| n with all willingneſs and Duty perform your "Corunand ; 


But let not your Grace ever imagine that your poor Wife 
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\ bur Graces Diſpleaſure, and my Impriſonment, are 


3 Truth, never Prince had a Wife more Loyal in al Duty, 


« and in all true Affection, than you, have ever found in Ann 


&« Bajen 3 with which Name and Place, I con'd-withingly have 


4 contented my ſelf, if GOD, and your Graces Pleature had 
“ ſo been pleaſed. Neither did 1 at any time forget my 


* ſelf in my Exaltation, or received Queenfhip, but that I 
c always. look'd: for fuch an Alteration as now ] find; the 
« ground ot my Preferment being on no ſurer Foundation 
&* than your Graces Fancy, the leaſt Alteration whereof, I 
© knew was fit and ſutticient to draw that Fancy to fome o- 
*© other Subject, Od | 

Von have choſen me from a low Eftate to be your Queen 
* and Companion, far beyond my Deſert or Dæfre: If chen 


you find me worthy of ſuch Honour, Good your Grace, 
et not any light Fancy, or bad Counſel of my Enemies, with- 


= 


e draw your Frincely Favour from me; neither let that Rain, 


„ that unworthy ftain of a Diſſoyal Heart, towards your 
* good Grace, ever caft ſo fon} a Blot on your moft Dutifal 
„ Wife, and the Infant Princeſs, your. Daugdter. ry, me, 


„ good King, but let me have a-law Ul Tryat; and let not 
my ſworn Enemies fit as my Accuſers and Judges: Jea, 


jet me receive an open Tryal, for my Truths fhail fear no 
* open Shames. Then ſhall you ſee either mine Innocency 
< cleared, your Suſpicion and Conſcience ſatisfied, the Fgnc- 


* miny and Slander of the World ſtopped, or my Guilt open- | 
ly declared: So that whatſoever GOD, or you. may de- 
termine of me, your Grace may be freed from an open 


* Cenſure ; and my Offence being ſo Lawfully proved, your 
Grace is at Liberty, both before God and Man, not only 
eto Execute worthy Puniſhments en me, as an unfaithful 
Wife, but to follow your Affection already ſertled on that 


Party for whoſe fake I am now as I am; whoſe Name I 
could ſemewhile ſince have pointed to, your Grace not be- 
< ing ignorant of my Suſpicion therein, But if you, have 
already determined of me, and that not only my Death, 

but an Infamous Slander, muſt bring you the Enjoy ing of 
2 deſired Happiness, then 1 delire. of GOD that he will 
©, pardon your great Sin herein, and likewiſe my Fnemies, 
*r the Inſtruments hereof; and that he will not call you to 
a ſtrict Account for your Unprincely and Cruel Uage of - 
me, at his General Judgment-Seat, where both You and 

„ my Self muſt ſhertiy appear; aud in whoſe Juit Judg- 

er ment I doubt not, whatſoever the World may think of 


„ me, my Innocency ſhall be openly known,” and ſufficiently 


&« cleared. 


u daft and only Requeſt ſhall be, That my {elf may 
4 bear the Burthen of your Graces Diſpleaſure, and thar it 


| © may not touch the Innocent Souls of thoſe poor Gegtle- 
men, who, as I underſtand, 8 in ſtrait Impriſonment for 
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«© my ſake. If ever 1 have found Favour in your fight, if 
ever the Name of Ann Bolen hath been pleafing in your 
& Ears, let me obtain this laſt Requeſt, and I will ſo leave to 
trouble your Grace any farther : With my earneft Prayers 
„ to the Trinity, to have your Grace in his good keeping, 
& and to direct you in all your Actions. ä 


in the Tower, this Sixth and Faithfu 


From my doleful Priſonn ey Your moſt To | 
5 if Wife, 
of May, 1536. | 


Anne Bolen. 


It appears by this Letter of the Queens, that ſhe had ſome 
true Notions of the real Cauſe of her Diſgrace, and which 
ſhe rightly thought wou'd Iſſue in her Death, becauſe no- 
thing elſe cou'd make way for the King's Marrying with Fane - 
Seymour: And this it was that made him ſo deaf to the 
Queen's Petitions for her Brother, and thoſe other Gentle- 
men, who were likewiſe to dye for this only Reaſon, that the 
People might believe there was ſomething of Truth in the 
Queen's Accuſation; and to caft a miſt before their Eyes, that 
they might not ſee into the real Cauſe, which the Queen ſo 
rightly gueſt at in her Letter. ; | | 


- The King's Paſſion for Sir ohn Seymour's Daughter was 


Violent, it. was therefore necefſary that the Queen ſhou'd be 
diſpatch d with all convenient ſpeed ; in order to which, on 
the 15th of May ſhe was Arraigned in the Hall of the Tower, 

the Duke of Norfolk fitting as High- Steward, with the Lord 
Chancellor, the Duke of Suffolk, and ſeveral others of the 
Peers; among whom, ſome ſay, was the Queen's own Father, 


for the greater blinding of the matter: The Accuſers having 


Siven in their Evidence, and the Witneſſes being produced, 
(fox King Henny vanted not Falſe-Witneſſes to take away 
an Innocent Life, any more than his Predeceſſor King Abab 


of old.) the Queen made her Defence; and being of an Ex- 


whole = 
but that wonfdnt anſwer the King's Deſign; and therefore 


cellent Underftanding , and a Ready Speaker, did ſo well 
anſwer all Objections, and clear her own Innecency, that the 


flembly expected ſhe would have: been acquitted ; 


the Peers, (among whom the Duke of Suffolt, the King's 


Brother-in-law, was a- chief Man, who wholly apply*d bin. 


ſelf to the King's Humour, and was altogether at his De- 


* 
/ 
* \ 


* 


votion ) pronounced her guilty; whereupon judgment of 
Death was given againſt her. Her Brother George Viſcount - 
Rochford was alſo Arraign'd and Condemned the ſame day; 


and ſoon after Norris, Frereton, Weſton, and 'Smexon, were 
all Try'd 


h ded. - and found Guilty, and on the 17 6; of) Mas 5 
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It ſeems che King had a mind to have made an Bvidenc® 
of Norris, for whom it is ſaid, he had ſome kindneſs, and 
therefore offer d him Parden, if he wou'd confeſs that where - 

of he was accuſed. But the Man was more honeſt than to 
accept of a Pardon upon thoſe: diſhonourable Terms; and 3 
therefore reſolutely anſwer'd, That in bis Conſcience be tbou e 5 
her guiltleſs of the objected Crime; but mbetber ſhe were or no. 
be could not accuſe ber of any ibing; and therefore. had rather | 
undergo a thouſand Dearbs than betray the Innocent. Which 
being told the King, he cry'd out with ſome Paſſion, Hang 
bim up then, Hang him up then ; And well he deſerv'd it, that 
for the ſake of Truth wou'd go about to ſpoil all the Kings 
Meaſures, and hinder him from having a new Wife 

The Queen's Death, as a Mark ot particular Favour, was 
reſpited till the 19th.” of the ſame Month. About which 
time, Order being taken that all Strangers in the Tower 

3 ſheuld be removed, I find that Sir William Kingſton, the Lieu- 
| tenant of the Tower, in an Original Letter to Cromwely the 

then Secretary, writ theſe Words, vi. e 
Sir, If we bave not an hour certain, that it may be known in 
London, I think here will be but few: And 1 think à reaſon- 


* 


able number wo beſt ; for I ſuppoſe ſhe will declare berſelf to be WE 
4 good Woman to all. Men, but for tbe King, at ibe bour of ber 0 20 
Death: For this Morning ſhe ſent for me, and proteſted "ber "1 
 anmocency, and now again; and ſaid unto me, Mr. Kingſton, 1 
heard ſay 1 ſhaB. not dye before Noon, and I am ſorry therefore; 4 
for I thought to be dead by this tivie, and paſt ny Pain. I told ; 
her it ſhould be no Pain, it was ſo ſorell; (I ſuppoſe he means | _ 
ſubtle, or quick) and tben ſhe ſaid, ſhe beard ſay tbe Executioner = WE 
was very good, and 1 bave but 4a little Neck, and put her hand „ 
about it, laughing beartily. I have ſcen many Men and Women 
Executed, and they bave been in great Sorrow; and to my ' know- 
ledge this Lady bath much joy and pleaſure in Death, © 
The 19th. of May being thus come, the Queen, according | 
to the Expreſs Order given, was brought to a Scaffold Erett- be 
ed upon the Ground, in the Tower of London; where before „ 
a great Company there Aſſembled, ſhe ſpake thun?ꝰ $ 
Friends, and Good Cbriſtian People, I am come hither 'in"your — 
Preſence to ſuffer Death; wbereunto I actnowledge my ſelf a]... 
| | judged by the Law z bow. juſtly T will not ſay, for I intend no: 
1 an Accuſation of any one. 1 beſeech the Almighty to preſer ve bis 3 
: Majeſty long to Reign over jou; 4 more gentle and mild prince We 
never ſwayed Scepter: His Bounty and Clemency towards nie, | 
Jam ſure bath been eſpecial.” If any one intend an inquiſtide 
ſurvey of my Actions, I intreat him to judge favourably of me, 
and not raſbly to admit of any hard Cenſorious Conce it. "And 5 
ſo I bid ide World: farwel, beſeeching you to commend me in 
12 5 Prayers to GD. Ta Thee, O LORD', do I comment my  * 7 
. „ VF 856 8 Hs FR a1," 43 
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Chriſt: haus mercy on my. Soul'; Lord Feſus receive my, Soul; un- 


ti the Executioger ſtruck off her Head with a Sword. And 
thus died the Vertuous Queen Anne, falling a Victim to King 


Hepry's Luft. For the very next day after her Death, he 
was Married to the Lady Fane Seymour. She was lamented 
by all good People, both as ſhe was "deſirous to advance 
Igarned Men, and as ſhe was a great Alms-giver- Inſomuch 
that ſhe was ſaid in three quarters of a Year to have beftow*d 
Fourteen or Fifteen Thouſand Pounds in this kind, belides 
Moneys intended by ber towards railing a Stock for poor 


- Artificers in the Realm. But becauſe the King's falling in 


oye with her, was judged the great Cauſe: of his being di- 
vorced from Queen A atharize, the had therefore many Ene- 
mies ; and her being a great Encourager of the Reformation, 


aud that many believed ut on her account the Pope's Supre: 


macy was caſt off, ſhe had yet more and greater Enemies : 
'Fho* it muft be confeſt that all the Favourers of the Re- 
formation were her Friends, and did much honour bet; but 
the King was ſo violent in his Nature, that they durſt not 


ew eit ; tho“ the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Craumer (for 


whom the King had the moſt particular Favour ) Wrote as 
much in her behalf as ne durſt; yet ſo as he made no Apo- 
Jogy- for her, but rather confelſeth that divers of the Lords 


Dad told him of ſuch Faults as he was ſorry to hear of, de- 


firing howſnever that he would continue his love to the Goſ- 
pel, left it ſhouf> be thought it was for her ſake only he _ 
1 fayour'd it. 1 ſhall fay no more of Queen Anne, after 1 
Dave obſerved how ſwift the Wheels of Providence turn'd 
round this Month: On the firſt of May Queen Ann was with | 
the King at Greenwich, where there was u do'emn Juſts be- 


teen the Lord Viſcount Rockford the Queens Brother, and 


Henry. Norris; the Second ot ay ſhe: was Impriſoned, the 


Fifteenth (ondemned, the Seventeenth deprived or. her Bro- 


oo and Friends, who ſuffex'd in her Cauſe, the Ninteenth 
Was Execyted.z- the Iwentieth the King Married the Lady 
Faxe Seymour, Who on the 290. was publickly ſhewed a: 
Queen. 80 that in the ſame Month one might have ſeen 


Queen Ane Flouriſhing, Accus'd,, Condemn'd and Executed; 
and another in the Voſſeſſiou of her Bed and Honour. 
Scon after the Death of Queen Anne followed the imma- 
ture Death of the Duke of Kchmond, the King's only, but 
Natural Son, à Prince ef Excellent Form and Endowments ; 
lor Whom the k ing a long time mourned; and Which was 


ok'd on by many as a Judgment upon him for the Death of 


But it was now a thing grown, Common with the King to 


maiſe Perſons up to great Honour, only that they might fell 
the greater Sacrifices. For ſo Cromwel came to be ſerved 1 
next; who being Originally a Smith's Son, but a Man of 


Excellent 


% 
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Excellent Natural Parts, and for that reaſon Employ*d by 


Cardinal Wooljey z his Fidelity to him in his declining Con- 
dition made him be taken notice of at Court, and Employ'd 
by the King z by whom he was made firſt Secretary of State, 
afterwards Baron, then Lord Privy-$eal, Earl of Eſſex, Knight 
of the Garter, and Vicegerent General of the King's Autho- 


, rity in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; fitting in the Convocation- Houle 
among the Biſhops, and prefiding over them. He was a 
mighty Promoter of the Reformation; and finding the King, 


after the Example of Cardinal Voolſey, had a Mind to ſuppreſs 


the Monaſteries, (not out of any Zeal to Religion, but that 
he might Convert them to his own ale, and ſeize upon the 


Riches that were ound in them) Cromwel was very Active 


therein; but finding that the Clergy were very much di- 


guſted at it, and many of the Laity afſo; and that it was like 
to indanger a general Inſurrection, he adviſed the King to 
try anether Engine, which ſhuuld batter them more forcibly 


than thoſe he had hitherto uſed, and that was to make a. 


general Viſitation of them: Which' being agreed to by the 


King, (who wou'd do any thing to compaſs his own Ends) - 


he ſends abroad Subtile-headed Fellows, wha warranted by 
the King's Authority, ſhould throughout England ſearch into 
the Lives and Manners of Religious Perions. It would as 
maze one to conſider what horrid Villanies were diſcovered 
among them by the means of Cromwe ] and others: Few were 
found ſo guiltleſs as to dare to withitand their Proceedings 


and the Licentiouſneſs of the reſt divalg'd, render'd them a 
ſo truly odious to the People, that never any Undertaking ok 


ſo great Conſequence, ſo full of Hazard and Danger, was 


more eaſily Accompliſh'd, than was the Subverſion of dur 
Engliſh Monaſteries, which inftead of being found Houſes of! 


Religion, were plainly found to be { tor the-generality ) no- 
thing but Nurſeries of Vice, and Cells of Sodomy: And as 
to the Nunneries, the many Skulls of Infants, found in moſt 
of 'em, too plainly declar*d what Trade they drove. * 

Nor was the Suppreſling - uf Religious Houſes, as they were 
called, all that was done; but by the means of the Lord 


Cromwell, the King was prevail'd with to ſuppreſs the Wor- 


ſhiping of Images, whereby God was Robbfd of his due 
Honour; and the People in danger of Commirting Idolatry; 
which the Pious King wou'd by no means ſuffer ! For he was 
exceedingly prone to Reformation, eſpecially where there was 
a Proſpet| of any thing to be got by it. And indeed the true 
but Secret Reaſon of his giving, way to the removing of this 


Stumbling. Block, was, becauſe he conceived his 1 reaſury 

wou'd be thereby ſupplied; and he had Reaſon to think” 

for there were ſome Images of Special Fame, and Shrines of 

* Saints, whereynto bilgrimages were made from the 
a 


rtheft parts of the Kingdom; nay, even from Foreign 


being 


4 : 
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being, ſo many, and fo. Rich, that they not only maintained 
the Prieſts and Monks, but alſo inabled them to heap up in- 
credible Wealth and Riches ; The Shrine of Thomas Becker 
the Traitor, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, was cover'd with Plates 
of Gold, and laden with Gifts of Ineftimable Value. The 
Blind Zeal of thoſe former Times, had deck'd it witk Pre- 
cious Gems, Chains of Gold of great Weight, and Pearls 
Called Vnzones, which are of the largeſt ſize : This Fomb 
was razed, and his Bones found intire; inftead of whoſe Head 
the Monks uſually obtruded the Skull of fome other, per- 
haps more deſerving than their ſuppoſed Martyr. The Spoil 
of this Monument, wherein nothing was meaner than Gold, 
filled two Cheſts ſo full, that each of them required Eight 
frong Men to carry it away. Among the reft was a Stone 
of Extraordinary Luftre, called The Royal of France, offered 
by Lewis the Seventh, King of France, in the year 1179. to- 
Sether with a great Maſſy Cup of Gold; at which time he 
Allo beſtow'd an Annuity on the Monks of that Church, of 
an Hundred Tuns of Wine. This Stone was afterward high- 
ly priz'd by the King, who continually wore it on his Thumb. 
And as this, ſo Shrines in other Places were proportionably 
Rich, according to the Number and Ability of the Offerers. 
So that the Treaſure which the King raiſed by the Spoils of 
Shrines, Churches , and Religious Houſes, was” exceedi 
Seat. For the ſake whereof, and not out of Love to Reli- 
gion, he Encourag*d the Reformation. Mey. 


And yet after all this Service that Cromwel had done him, 
he. ſuffer*d him to be arrefted at the Council-Table, and 
carried to the Tower, to the great Rejoycing of the Popiſh 
Party, and moſt of the Nobility, who hated him, becauſe from 
; Jo mean an Original, the King had advan&d him to ſo great 
Honour: Tho to ſpeak truth, he is much more honourable 
that owes his Advancement to his on Vertue, than he chat 
is beholden for it to his Progenitors. © What Opinion the 
. Honeſt Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Cranmer, had of the Lord 
| : Cromwel, his Letter to the King on the hearing of his Im- 
1 Priſonment, will beſt tell us, in which he uſes theſe Expreſſions: 
That tho“ he heard in his Graces Council, that he is a 


a Traitor, yet who cannot be ſorrowful and amazed that he 
> _ 7% thou'd be a Traitor againft your Majeſty? He that was 
=. * fo advanced by your Majeſty, he whoſe Surety was only by 
, * your Majefty., he who loved your Majeſty, (as I ever 1 
% thought ) no leſs than God. He who always ſtudied to 6 
et forward whatever was your Majeſties Win and Pleafure. þ 
* He that car'd for no Man's diſpleaſure to ſerve your Ma- 1 
% Jefty.. He that was ſuch a Servant, in my judgment, in | | 
„ Wiſdom, Faithfulneſs, Diligence and Experience, as no j 
Frince in this Realm ever had. He that was ſo Vigilant 1 
2 ds preſerve your Majeſty from all Treaſons, that few cou'd | | 
| e ſo ſecretly conceiv'd, but he detected the ſame in the 
. | | gl beginning? 


Tig HENRY the Erhth. 
< beginning? If the Noble Princes of Memory King Tb, 
&* Hen the'Second, and Richard the Second, had had ſuch a - 
“ Counſellor about them, I ſuppoſe they ſhould'never have 

ec been ſo Traiterouſly abandoned and overthrown as thoſe 


4 Princes were. After which he ſays again, I loved him 
e as my Friend, and ſo I took him to be; but I chiefly loved 


6c him, for the love which I thought I ever ſa him bear to- 
* wards your Grace, ſingularly above all others. But now, 
<. if he be a Traitor, I am ſorry that ever I loved him, or 
« trufted him; and I am very glad that his Treaſon is Gifs 
“ covered in time; but yet again, IJ am very ſorrowful; for + 

who ſhall your Grace truſt hereafter, if you might net 
truſt him? Alas, I bewail and lament your Graces 
« Chance herein; I wot not whom your Grace may truſt: 
4 But I pray God continually Night and Day to ſend ſuch a 
& Counſellor in his Place, whom your Grace may truſt, and 


c ho for all his Qualities can and will ſerve your Grace 


e Jixe to him; and that will have ſo much Solicitude and 
« Care to preſerve your Grace from all Dangers, as I ever 


© thought he had. This is the Character of the Lord 


Cromwel in Cranmer's Opinion, which I faithfully Copied ont 
of the Original. | e 
But let me now ſhew the Reader what Cromwel's Crime 


was; and in ſhort it was this, He unhappily fell and daſh'd 
himſelf againft that Rock on which two before had Split 


themſelves; For Queen Jane dying in Childbed of Prince 
Edward, the King ( pretending /more love than Ordinary to 
her) had not ſo ſoon provided himſelf of another Wife as he 
usd to do: And Cromwel willing to ftrengthen the begun 


Reformation, adviſes the King to Marry Anne, the Siſter to 


the Duke of Cleave; which Match was ſoon after conſum- 
mated; but after Six Months Co-habitation , this ſecond 
Queen Anne was repudiated , and inſtead. of the Title of 
Queen, was forc'd to be contented with that new. invented 
one of the King's Adopted Sifter. The Cauſes for the Di- 
vorce of this Lady were diverfly ſpoken of, but three things 
there were contributed towards it ; Firſt, That the *King 
having Courted her unſeen, found himſelf miſtaken in her 
Beauty when he came to ſee her; for it ſeems Nature in that 
reſpect had not been very bountiful to her. The ſecond thing 
was, ſome Natural Defect there was in this Lady, which was 
a Bar to Enjoyment ; and that this was ſo, ſeems the more 

probable, in that ſhe her ſelf (in that Letter in which ſhe. 


. "ſobmitted her. {elf to the Judgment and Determination of 
the Parliament) affirmed that the King never knew her 
Carnally. The third, thing was, that the King had another 


he fancied better in his Eye; which was the Lady Katharine 


Howard, Daughter to the Lord Edmond Howard, who was Bro- 
ther to the Duke of Norfolk, whom ſuddenly after this Di- 
vorce he Married. Now Crom we / having been the Promoter 
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% A Eter our hearty Commendations, by theſe our Letters 
be A 


J ve be commanded to ſigniſie unto you moſt Miſe 
c Ahle Caſe, which came lately to Revelation g to the intent, 


lie | ' 74 l 5 5 » : * 
«Whereas the King's Majeſty, upon the Sentence given of 
* the Invalidity of che pretended Matrimony between s 
«Highneſs and the Lady Anne of Cleave, was earneſtiy aud 


. hatthbly ſolicited by his Council, and the Nobles of dh 


«Realm, to frame his moſt Noble Heart to the Love and 
* Favour of ſome Noble ferſonage to be joyned with him ia 


„ lawful Matrimony, by Whom his Majeſty might have ſome 


© more ſtore of Fruit and Sticceffion, to the Comfort of chi 
«< Realm; it pleaſed his Highneſs, Upon A Notable Appea- 


<« fance/of Honour, Cleannels, , and Maidenly Behaviour, to 
* bend his Affection upon Mrs. Katharine Howard, Daughter 
* to the late Lord Edmond Howard, Brother to me the Duke 


Of Nor folk; inſomuch as his Highneſs was fully contented to 
t honour her in his Marriage, thinking now in his old days, 


after ſundry troubles of Mind, which have happened unto 
„ him by Marriages, to have obtained ſuch a Jewel for Wo- 
© manhood, and very perfect Love towards him, as ſhould 
* not only have been to his Quietneſs, but alſo brought forth 
the deſired Fruit of Marriage, like as the whole Realm 


thought the ſemblable, and in reſpe& of the Vertue and 
44 goed Behaviour which fhe ſhewed outwardly, did her all 


Honour accordingly. But this Joy is turned into Extream 
Sorrow, for when the King's Majeſty received his Maker on 
„ Allballows day laſt paſt, and then gave him moſt humble 
and hearty. Thanks for the good Life he led, and hoped to 
lead, with her; and alſo defired the Biſhop of Lincoln, his 
„ Ghoſtly Father, to make like Prayers, and give Thanks 

** with him: On Al Souls day, being at Maſs, the Archbiſhop - 
of Canterbury having a little before heard that the ſame 


„Mrs. Katharine Howard was not indeed a Woman of that 
Pureneſs and Cleanneſs that ſhe was eſteemed; but a Wo- 
„% man, who before ſhe was joyned with the King's Majeſty, 


had lived moft Corruptly and Senſually; for the Diſcharge 
of his Duty, opened the ſame moſt Sorrowfully to his Ma- 
„ jeſty, and how it was brought to his Knowledge, which was 
* in this form following: „ IN 
© Whilſt the King's Majeſty was in his Progreſs,” one obs 
_ © Zofeds came to the ſaid Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and declared | 
r 3 unto 
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A Letter from the Duke of „ And fe 


ſpoken ot. you may declare 
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* : 


T unto him, That 


4 


4 Markof her Body. When the ſaid Lofſels had declared this 


L fon, to order his Affairs in thoſe Parts; who having weighed 2 
5 the matter, and deeply pondered the Gravity thereof Here 
with they were | 


Woman, and had conceived ogg confiane Opinio of her 


e © vet ſeeing the In ormation was made, he could not be ſatis. 


mould riſe towards her. Whereupon it was by his Majeſt7 


Ade ber Woman: Whereupon his Siſter anſwered, That ſhe | '' 


"© hoth in Lining 40d Conditions. How ſo, 


mouth, he declared the Information cherepf to his Highnes 
Din Writing. When the Kipg's Majetty had read this Infor- 


"©? 


dunto him the Lord Privy Seal, the Lord Admiral, Sir An- 


, a} 


"I ve True” Secrer Frijrory of oo 
he had been with a Siſter of his Married in 
* Suſſex, which ſometimes had been Servant with the old 
«© Dutcheſs of Norfolk, who did allo bring up the ſaid Mrs. K- 
44 tbarine ; and being with his Sifter, chanced to fall in Com- 
4 munication with her of the Queen, wherein he adviſed her 
© (becauſe ſhe was of the Queens old Acquaintance) to ſue to 


: 


: 


8 - 
. 


4 ſhould not ſo. do; but ſhe was very ſorry: for the Qgeen. 
* Why, quoth Loſſels? Marry, quoth ſhe, for ſhe is light 
„hoch Zoſſets ? 
there is one Francis Derrbam, Who was 


. 


4 


Marry, quoth 


„ Servane alſo in my Lady of Norfoll's Houle, which bath = || 


& jjen in Bed with her in his Doublet and Hoſe between.the 
Sheets, an hundred Nights. And there hath been ſuch F 
_ .. * puffing and blowing between them, that once a Maid, which 

. © Jayiin the Houſe with her, ſaid” to me, She would lie no 
_ © longer with her, becauſe ſhe knew not uhat Matrimony = 
„ meant. And farther ſhe ſaid unte him; That one Mannock, 

- © ſometimes alſo Servant to the ſaid Dutcheßs, knew a Privy 


tg the ſaid Archbiſhop, of Canterbury, he conſidering the 
Weight and Importance of the Matter, being maryelouſly 
& perplexed therewith, conſulted in the ſame with the Lord 
Chancellor of England, and the Lord Hertford, whom the 
King's Majeſty going in his es left to reſide at Lon 


| hey: f . troubled and unquieted, reſolved 
na that the ſaid Archbiſhop ſhould reveal the ſame to 
the King's Majeſty: which becauſe the matter was ſuch as 
a he hath ſorrowfully lamented, and alſo canld not find in his 
_ I heart to express the ſame to the King's Majeſty by word of 


mation thus delivered unko him, his Grace beg much per- 


e plexed. therewith, - yet "nevertheleſs ſo tender ed che 


- + Honefty, that he ſuppoſed it rather to be a fi 


| It e ed matter, 
than of Truth. Whereupon it pleaſed him 


tly to call 


A tbom Brown, and Sir Thomas Mriotbeſiy, to whom he opened 
_-© the: Caſe, ſaying, He could not believe it to be true: And 


be. 41 * fied till the certainty thereof was known; but he would not 
in any wile,” that in the Inquiſition any Spark of Scandal 


- © reſolved, that the Lord Privy Seal. ſhould. go ftrait to Lon- 
don, "where the ſaid Loſſes that gave the Information, was 


"I TD ſecretiy kept, and with all dexterity to examine and try 
ether he would Rand to his ſaying; Who being ſo ex 
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Fung HENRY the Eighth. 209 
n 1mined, anſwered, That his Siſter ſo. told him, and that he 


© had declared it for the diſcharge ef his Duty, and for none 


< ther reſpect; adding, That he knew what danger was in 


„it; nevertheleſs he had rather die in declaration of the 
4 Truth, as it came to him, ſeeing it touch'd the King's Ma» 


< jeſty ſo nearly. than live with the: concealment of the ſame, 


* Which Aﬀeveration being thus made by the ſaid Loſſels, the 


« King's Majefty being informed thereof; ſent the Lord Privy 
« Seal into Suſſex to examine the Woman ; making a-Pretence 
4 to the Womans Husband of Hunting, and to her for re- 
« ceiring of Hunters z and ſent the ſaid Sir Thomas Wriatheſty 
ce to London at the ſame inftant: Both to examine Marnnock, 
e and alſo to take the ſaid. Derrbam., upon a Pretence 
« of Piracy, becauſe he had been before in Jreland, and 


bath deen noted before with that Offene; making 


& theſe Pretences to the intent no Spark of Suſpition 
et ſhould riſe of theſe Examinations. The ſaid Lord Privy Seal 
« found the Woman, in her Examination, conſtant in her for- 
« mer Sayings; and Sir Thomas MWriotbeſiy found, by the Con- 
cc feſſion of Maxnock, that he had commonly uſed to feel the 


* Secrets, and other parts of her Body, ere ever Derrham was 


ce {© familiar with her; and Derrbam confeſſed that he had 


4 known her Carnally many times, both in his Doublet and 
his Hoſe between the Sheets, and in naked Bed; alledging 
* ſuch Witneſſes of three ſundry Women one after another, 


© that had lien in the ſame Bed with them, when he did the 


Acts, that the matter ſeem'd moſt apparent. But what in- 


* ward Sorrow the King's Majefty took, when he perceived 


t the Information true! As it was the moſt woful thing that 


tc eyer came to our Hearts, to ſee it, ſo. it were too tedious 


4 to write it unto you. But his Heart was ſo pierced with Pen- 


<« ſiveneſs, that long it was before his Majeſty could ſpeak, 


and utter the Sorrow of his Heart unto us: And finally, 


& with Plenty of Tears, (which was ſtrange in a Man of his 
« Courage) opened the ſame. Which done, ſhe was ſpoken 
„ withal- in it, by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Lord 
* Chancellor, the Duke of Norfolk, the Lord Great Cham- 
4 berlain of England, and the Biſhop. of Vincbeſter, to whom 


Lat the firſt ſhe conſtantly denied it. But the matter being 


* ſo declared unto her, that ſhe perceived it to be wholly dil- 
< cloſed, the ſame Night fhe diſcloſed the whole to the Arch« 


' © biſhop of Canterkury,. who took the Confeſſion of the ſame. 


in Writing, ſubſcribed with her Hand. Then were the reſt 
«* of the number, being eight or nine Men and Women which 
** knew of their Doings, examined, who all agreed in one Tale. 

Now may you ſee what was done before the Marriage; 
* God knoweth what hath been done ſince: But ſhe. had al- 


© ready gotten this Derrham into her Service, and trained him 


upon occalions, as ſending of Errands, and writing of Let» 
ters when her Secretary was out of the way, to come often 


cc into 
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The True Secret Hiſtory of 
into her Privy Chamber. And ſhe had gotten alſo into her 
« Privy Chamber, to be one of her Chamberers, one of the 
t Women which had before lien in Bed with her and Derr- 
ec ham. What this pretended, is eaſie to be conjectured. 
Thus much we know for the beginning, whereof we thought 
© meet to advertiſe you, to the intent before - ſpecified. And 
cc what ſhall farther ſucceed and follow of this Matter, we ſhall 
< not fail to advertiſe you thereof accordingly. Thus fare you 


© heartily well. 12 
ez; Tho, Norfolk, | 
From the King's Palace Thomas Audley, Chancellor, 
at Weſtminſter, the William Southampton, 
12th of Nov. 1541. Robert Suſſex, 
3 Stephen Winton, Ss 
Anthony Wingfield, a 


reer 
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This Letter gives a full and clear Account of Queen Katba- t 
rine's Leudneſs, who, no doubt, drove the ſame Trade after, 
as ſhe had done before: And hecauſe the King had got a b 
Name abroad, of Parting with his Wives when he pleaſed, ſo 

that his Proceedings of that kind were grown Scandalous in 
all Foreign Courts; therefore this Letter was fent to the 
Ambaſſador in France, that by an Account of the Truth of the 
matter, he might ftop Mens mouths. But that the King was 
fo wonderous Penſive, and ſhed ſo many Tears for this Un- 
X faithfulneſs of the Queen, I muſt copfeſs I have not ſo much 
"| TT Faith as to believe. Indeed the Conſideration of his being to 
loſe this Queen, and not being yet provided of another, might 
make him a little Penſive; but that he ſhed any Plenty of 
8 Tears, I believe not. : 8 | 
2 But beſides the Perſons ſpecified in this Letter, one Thomas 
. Culpeper (being of the ſame Name with the Queens Mother) 
| was Indicted for the ſame Fault; which he and Derrham, at 
- | their Arraignment, confeſſing, Culpeper had his Head cut off, 
E 
; 


- 


33 oe aa. as a ob. 4 ] 


and Derrbam was Hang'd and Quarter'd. Neither did it reft 
here, for the Lord William Howard, the Queens Unkle, newly 
=. \ return'd from an Ambaſſage in France, and his Wife, and the 
# Old Dutcheſs of Norfolk, and divers others of the Queens and 
of of the Dutcheſſes Servants, as alſo a Butter-wife, were in- 
' dicted of Miſpriſion of Treaſon, (as Concealers of this Fact) 
and condemned to perpetual Impriſonment ; tho' ſome of them 4 
were afterwards releaſed, upon Application to the King. And 
yet afterall this, the Parliament fitting, and being made ac- 4 
uainted with the buſineſs, both Houſes Petitioned the King 
that he would not vex himſelf, (of which there was no great 
danger) but give his Royal Aſſent to what they ſhould do: 
In anſwer to which, they had not only leave to proceed, but 
Thanks given them that they took his Sorrow (poor Man!) 
to be theirs. Hereupon they attainted the Queen, and the 
Lady une Kechford, as alſo Culpeper, Derrbam, &c. And there- 


. 


% 
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King HENRY the Eighth, 211 
upon the Queen, and the Lady Fan? Rgebſord, (by whole means 
Culpeper had ſo many Secret Meetings with the Queen after her 
Marriage, that their Adultery was manifeſt) were brought to 

the Tower, and after Confeſhon of their Faults, had their 

Heads cut off. This Lady Rochford, who now juftly ſuſfered 
by og a Bawd to the Queen, was Wife to the Lord Vilcount EE 
Rochford, Brother to Queen Aune Bolen, who by het malicious | 
Calumnies had been made a Tool to betray both her Husband 

and that good Queen his Siſter, to Death. Whoſe Death was 

the more taken notice of, as having a kind of Divine Nemeſis : 

in itz for tho the Hand of Juſtice de often flow, tis always 1 
ſure. | 4 8 

But the King having ſuch bad Luck with his Wives, the Par- 

liament took the ſame into Conſideration; and to prevent any 

more ſuch Atter · Claps as this laſt, they paſo d an Act, Thar if 

the King ſhould Marry a Woman that was before Incontinent, 

if ſhe conceal the ſame, it ſhall be High Treaſon, But this Act, 

how well ſoever intended, did the King a Diskindneſs, for 

making it Death to conceal their Incontinency in former 

times, ſo few durſt run the hazard of entering into the Bonds 

of Matrimony with a King, who was look d upon to have ſo 

much Facility in Diffolving them: And therefore refuſed the 

King's Courtſhip, as knowing in what a ſlippery State = « 
were, if the King, after his receiving them to Bed, ſhould, 

through any Miftake,. declare them no Maids, So that in 

ſhort, henceforward no Maid would venture on him; and 

therefore he fix d at laſt upon the Lady Katharine Parr, a 

Widow to the Lord Latimer; who being indeed a Lady of much _ | p 
Integrity and Worth, and of ſome Maturity of Years alle 
the King lived after Marriage apparently well with her; but : 
yet not ſo well neither, but that towards the latter end of the 

King's Life, ſhe was in great danger of loſing hers; not for 

Adultery (for ſhe was always free from the leaft Suſpicion 
thereof ) but for a Crime lie uſed to puniſh as ſeverely, and 
that was Hereſie, of which ſhe was much ſuſpected by Itepben 
Gard' ner, and ſome others of the ſame Kidney : In which, even 
by the King's Conſent, they had proceeded fo far againſt the 
Queen, as to procure a Warrant to carry her to the Tower; 
but the 8 by her prudent Submiſſion to the King, took 
off the Edge of his Anger, and thereby defeated the Beſigns 
of her Enemies. | 3 ; DO nf 
Tho? it caanot be denied, but that in this King's Reign the ; 
Groundwork of the Retormation was laid, yet even in this 
Reign (as well as in his Daughter Mary's afterwards) it was 
watered with the Blood of the Martyrs, many of them in this 

Eeing's time expiring in the Flames; for when he had caſt off 

tbe Pope, and made himſelf the Head of the Church, it was a 

common thing to have the Proteſtants burn'd one day for de- 

nying the Real Preſence in the Sacrament, and the Papiſts 

Hang d and Quarter'd the next day, for denying the King's 

=. P2 Supremacy. 
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212 The True Secret Hiſtory of 
Supremacy. Nay, at the very ſame time, and the ſame place, 
that thoſe 8 Worthy and Eminent Divines Dr. Robert 
Barns, Mr. Thomas Gerrard, and Mr. Villiam Ferom were con- 
demned for Hereſie, and ſuffered the Torments of the Merci- 
leſs Fire, three Popiſh Doctors, viz. Powel, Abel and Featber- 
tone, were hang d for denying the King's Supremacy. The 
fight of which made a French-man cry out in theſe words, Deus 
Bonus! Ouomodo vivunt gentes ? Suſpendumur Papiſtæ, Combu- 
rumtur Anipapiſtæ? Good God! How do the People make a 
ſhift to live here? Where Papiſts are hang'd, and Antipapifts 
burn'd ? But this was a thing ſo common, that he needed not 
have wonder'd at it. The truth is, the Alterations in Reli- 
gion made in this King's Reign, were not made upon a Reli- 
gious Account. He only conſulted his own Intereſt, and ated 
accordingly: His caſting eff the Pope's Supremacy, and 


making himſelf Pope in his ſtead, was for his own Advantage, 
for by that means he ſtood not in need of any Diſpenſation 
from the Pope for his Divorce from his firſt Wife; by this 


means alſo the Annates, or Firft-Fruits of Biſhopricks, uſually 
paid to the See of Rome, was by Act of Parliament to be paid 
unto himſelf, The Suppreſſing of Monaſteries put Money alſo 
Into his Coffers, and gave him an Opportunity to gratifie his 
Friends without any Charge ; and thereby ftrengthened him- 
ſelf 2gainft Foreign Enemies. His permitting the Bible to be 
read in the Engliſh Tongue, (that is, ſuch a Tranſlation 
thereof only as he allowed) gratified the Favourers of Refor- 
mation, and was no Charge to him. And therefore that he 
might ſeem to Foreign Princes to have only caſt off the Pope's 
Supremacy, but not the Popiſh Religion, he eftabliſhed the 
Six Articles by Act of Parliament, whereby the chief DoQri- 
nal Points of Popery were ſtill retain'd, and many Worthy 
Perſons burn'd for Hereticks for their oppofing thereof. And 
therefore whatever Advances were made in this Kings Reign, 
towards a Reformation, were brought about by the wonder- 
working and over- ruling Providence of GOD, who can glorifie 
himſelf by bringing Good out of Evil; -and not from any De- 
ſign or Intention of the Kings, who neither minded God's 
Glory, nor the goud of his People, in what he did, any far- 
ther than it contributed to the ſerving of his own Luſts, and 
the gratifying his Corrupt and Vicious Inclinations. | 
That he was a bloody King, the greateſt part of his Reign 
abundantly teſtifies: The Death of Empſon and Dudley at the 
beginning of his Reign, (tho they received but the Juſt Re- 
ward of their Unjuſt and Arbitrary Practices) yet does it reflect 
Diſhonour upon the King, by the Command of whoſe Father 
it was done, and whoſe Coffers were filled thereby. But far 
leſs cauſe had he to put to Death (as he did) Edmund de la Pool, 
(Son of Fobn de 14 Pool, Duke of Suffolk, by Elizabeth Siſter to 
. Kivg Edward the Fourth) who had been made Priſoner by 
Hen'y the Seventh, and had continued ſo ever ſince : Tho 
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King HENRY the EighthÞ 213 
indeed there was a reaſon of State for it: For the King being 
reſolved to go in Perſon againft France, he was loth to leave. 
any one related to the Houle of Tork behind him. And there- 
fore that he was Son to Elizabeth, Sifter to King Edward the 
Fourth,wasCrime ſufficient to take away his Life, Juſtice having 
nothing to do in that matter. For the ſame reaſon it alſo was, 
that Margaret Counte(ls of Saliabumy, and Daughter to George 
Duke of Clarence, who was Brother to Edward the Fourth, was 
attainted of High Treaſon, being Threeſcore and ten Years 
of Age, and condemned without hearing, and was Beheaded 
two Years after, for no other reaſon, but becauſe there had 
been a Rebellion in Yorkſhire, and the King thought they had 
a Kindneſs for this Aged Counteſs, who was of the Blood Royal 
of the Houſe of Tork. The like Kindaeſs he alſo ſhewed to the 
Marqueſs of Exeter, who was the Kings firſt Coutin by the 
Mothers ſide, being the Son of Katharine, Daughter to King 
Edward the Fourth, and Sifter to Elizabe tb the Rings Mother. 

It would take up too much time to enumerate all the Nohle- 
men that he cauſed to be put to Death: Nor would he ſpare 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter, tho' the Pope had made him a Car- 
dinal ; againſt whom he had ſo great an Antipathy for deny- 
ing his Supremacy, that wnen he heard his Cardinals Cap 
was come as far as Calais, he Swore by the Mother of God he 
ſhould have never a Head to put it on, and accordingly cauſed 
him to be Beheaded. Nor did Sir Thomas More find any more 
Favour; tho? he had a little before honoured him with the 
keeping of the Great Seal of England. And it is obſervable of 
this King, that the longer he Reigned, the more Cruel he was, 
and the more Blood he ſhed. | 

To Sum up all, In this King's Reign there fell by his Seve- 
rity, two Queens, two Cardinals, (for Cardinal Pool ftocd 
Condemned, tho not Apprehended) three Dukes; Marqueſſes, 
Earls, and Earls Sons, twelve; Barons and Knights, eighteen; 
which could not but much irritate the Temperal Nobility; 
and of Biſhops, Abbots, Priors, Monks and 1riefts (which as 
much incenſed the Clergy) np leſs than Seventy Seyen.; And 
having offended his Roman Catholick Subjects, by Diſowning - 
the See of Rome, and his Proteſtant Subjects by rejecting the 
Reformation, he was brought at laſt to that unhappy Period, 
to leave the Crown to a Child, whoſe Condition was like to 
prove as uncertain under the Government of a Protector, as 
the Kingdom under his; which in caſe of want of Iſſue of his 
Body, was to deſcend to his two Sifters ſucceſſively 3 of whoſe 
Legitimacy, Religion and Title, there were as many Scruples 
before they parted from the Sovereignty, as ever their Father 
conceived in point of State, Conſcience, or Wonour, before he 
parted from their Mothers. So from the Cataſtrophe of his 
whole Story, we may bring this Remark, That as no Man 
could meaſure his Happineſs by his Greatneſs, ſo neither can 
they take any Scantling of his Greatneſs, by any thing the 
be a Py 18 
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World calls Happineſs : It being very true which the Marqueſs 
of Dorſet told him very plainly, and not unpleaſantly, at a 
time when he was ill-diſpoſed to hear a Jeft, and not well pre- 
pared.to be Serious: To wit, Thar no Man could be truly Merry, 
© that had above one Wife in bis Bed, one Friend in bis Boſom, and 

one Faithin bis Heart. | | 

I will conclude what I have to ſay of this King, in the words 
of an Anonymus Author, whom I have often quoted, To 
* fay much of him, were to make you Surfeit : Sir Walter Ru- 
* tergh's Teftimony of him is ſufficient F all the Pictures and 


Patterns of 4 Mercileſs Prince were lo@ in rhe World, they might 


al be Painted again to the Life out of the Story of vhis King, 


His vaſt Expence of Treaſore, and profuſe Bloodſhed, made 


* this Kingdom look with a Ghaftly Face; and to expreſs him 


© fully, this remains of him to everlaſting, That be never ſpared 


Man in his Anger, nor Woman in his Luft. And this puts me 
in mind of a Story I have heard in Spain, a Friar preach'd 
before Don Pedra the King, firnamed the Cruel, took his 
„Text, which invited him to extol Regal Dignity to its 
** higheſt pitch, often ſaying, Few Kings went 0 Hell; but in 
*© the cloſe of his Sermon, ſaid, Tou may peradventure wonder, 
e rhat I ſo often tell you, that few Kings go to Hell; Marry the 


& reaſon is, There are but few Kings; for if there were more, 


they would go all to the Devil, 
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ING EDWARD be Sixth, the only Son of Henry 
the Eighth, by Jane Seymour bu Third Wife, was born 
4 Hampton- Court, the 12th of October 1537. and 
was but in the ↄth year of his Age, when he Aſcended the Throne 
of bis Father, His Reign began with 4 Proſperous War againſt 
| the Scots, to whom the Duke of Somerſet his Unkle and Protector, 
gave à great Overthrow ar Muſcleborough : But we luſt ground 
in France, by reftoring (as we did at laſt ) Le Boulonois to that 
Crown. The beſt Tranſition of this Reign, was the great Pro- 
greſs made in it of the Reformation begun by Henry the Eighth, 
and now brought to good Perfeftion by the indefatigable Zeal of 
Archbiſhop Cranmer, and the Powerful Aſſiſtance of the 'Pro- 
rector, notwithſtanding the Oppoſition of ſtiff Men againſt it, eſpe- 
cially Gardiner Biſhop of Winchefter, and Bonner Biſhop of Lon- 
don · In this Reign fell the Lord Admiral Thomas Seymour, 
one of the Kings Uncles, and the Lord Protectors Brother ; and 
not long after .rhe Protector himfelf, by the great Power and In- 
fluence of the Duke of Northumberland, 4 Man of great Am- 
bition; Who ſeeing the King in 4 Conſumptive Condition, 
meant to ſettle the Crown in his Family, by making a Match be- 
tween Guilford Dudley, his fourth Son, and tbe Lady Jane 
Gray, Daughter to Henry Gray Duke of Suffolk, by Frances 
his Wife, Daughter of Mary, Siſter to Henry the Eighth, Which 
done, he got King Edward to declare ber his Succeſſor by Will, 
10 the prejudice of the true Heirs, Mary and Elizabeth his Siſters ; 
hieb Pill be got confirmed by the Council and the Fudges of the 
Realm, He died at Greenwich, the fifth day of July, 1553- 
having Reigned Six Tears, froe Months, and 19 days. Thus far 
his General Hiſtory, _ 5 55 | 


The Secret Hiftory of King Edward the Sixth, will take 
up but a little room. The tender years of this King, but 
much more his Excellent, and Illuftrious Qualities, keeping 
him from any ſiniſter or indirect Deſigns. So that with re- 
ſpe& to himſelf, a Panegyrick is more proper than 4 Secret 
Hiftory. For of this King it may be faid, as was formerly 
of Abijab the Son of Feroboum, In bim only (of all that went 
before him) was there found ſome good thing towards the Lord 
God of Iſrael But the Secret Contrivances of TY Ki 
25 9 x” Ek =" cl 
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Chief Miniſters, both againſt the King and the Kingdom, 
will ferniſh us but with too much matter for our Secret Hiſto- 
ry. In which we ſhall yet be as brief, as the Secret Deſigns 
we are to unravel, will let us. 
Royalty, like a Pythagorean Soul, Tranſmigrates : For 
altho* Henry was dead, yet the King was ftill alive, ſurviving 
in the Perſon of Edward; who began his Reign the 28th of 
Fanuary, 1547. and having been Proclaimed King, came the 
ſame day from Enfield, where he then kept his Court, and 
lodged in the Tower, according to the Cuſtom of former 
Kings, there to continue till his Coronation. The next day 
the Council being met, choſe Edward Seymour, Earl of Hart- 
ord, for Protector of the King and Realm; who, to begin 
his New Dignity with ſome memorable Action, dubb'd the 
King a Night ; the King preſently imparting the ſame Ho- 
nour on Sir Richard Hubblethorn, then Lord Mayor of London, 
Two Days after the King dignify*d ſeveral Perſons with new 
Honours, amongft whom were his two Uncles ; for the Lord 
Protector, Earl of Hertford, was made Duke of Somerſet z; and 
his Brother, Thomas Seymour, was made Baron of Sudley, and 
Lord High-Admiral of England. But theſe were not the on- 
ly Perſons adyanc*d, for Villiam Par, Earl of Eſſex, was made 
Marqueſs of Northampton, the Lord Chancellor Vriotbeſty 
Earl of Southampton, and Fobn Dudley, Viſcount Liſle, Earl of 
Warwick. Two Days after which, the King was Solemnly 
| Inaugrated at Weſiminſier, being Crown*'d by Cranmer Arch- 
3 biſhop of Canterbury, | 
The War with Scotland ſoon after proſecuted, with the 7 
| Victory obtain*d over the Scots at eee I leave to 7 
the Writers of this Kings General Hiftory. But thoſe Wars 
did not hinder the King from purſuing the Reformation out 
of a better End than it was firft begun by his Father: For 
po all Images were pull'd down, Priefts were permitted to 
arry, the Liturgy was ſet forth in the Z»gliſh Tongue, the 
Euchariſt Adminiſtred in both kinds, Auricular Confeſſion 
forbidden, no Man prohibited from Reading of the Scriptures 
in any Language that he underſtood, no Maſſes to be faid for 
the Souls of the Departed; and many other things ordained, 
ſo far differing from the Inſtitution of our Fore Fathers, that 
' many of the Ignorant People, ſet on thereto by the Fautors 
of Popery, took occaſion therefrom to break out into Rebels 


fatal Conteſt between his two Uncles; which ended not but in 
the Deftruftion of em both; and at the long run, of the King 
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of 4 Caſile: And ſo it prov*d between theſe ; for Jealouſy, 
Envy, and Ambition, like Infernal Furies, had arm'd them a- 
gainft each other; and the Pride of the Feminine Sex pre. 

rd them for the Lifts, For the Lord Sudley had taken to 
Wife K atharine Par the Queen Dowager, laſt Wife to King 


| Henry the VIII. who Challenging Precedence before the Pro- | 


tector's Wife, began, or rather heightend the Quarrel be- 
tween them. What Agreement would be between theſe two 
Women, (one having been the Wife of the late King, and 
therefore thought all Preheminence and Honour due to her; 
the other being Married to him who was Protector of the 
Preſent King's Minority, and fo in point of Command dif- 


fer'd little from a Soveraign himſelf ) they may eaſily ima- 


gine who have Read in the firſt Book of Herodian, the Con- 
tentions that aroſe between Criſpina, the Wife of Commodus, 
and Lucilla, who had been formerly Married to Lucius Verus 
the Emperour. Vet it was not in the Power of Envy or 
Pride ſo to have divided them, had not Nature had its ſhare 
in the Feud, as well as Providence; that giving them differ- 
ent Conſtitutiens, as tꝰother had created them different In- 
tereſts. For the Protector was Mild, Affable, Open, and 
Well- meaning; and had he been as free from Covetouſneſs, 
as he was from Jealouſy, he muſt needs have had the better 
of his younger Brother. The other was Fierce, Turbulent, 
and Ambitious, but withal very Generous and Magnificent : 
and had not his Reſolution tended to Raſhneſs, he muft needs 
have had the better of his Elder Brother. Preſently after 
the Death of King Henry, the Admiral, thruft on by the 


| flattering Opinion of his own Merits, reſolved to add a luſtre 


to his good Parts by Marrying the Lady Elizabeth, as yet in- 
deed ſcarce Marriageable. But the Protector wiſely con- 


ſidering how Raſh and Perilous this Project was, fruftrated 


that Deſign. And by his Marriage afterwards, with X atha- 
rine _—_ Dowager, a Beautiful and Noble Lady, with an 


Eſtate ſuitable to her Dignity, it was thought the gulf of his 
Deſires would have been fatisfy*d. But finding ſtill that his 


Brother over-topp*d tim by vertue of his Place, and that he 


could not be his Equal till- he became his Superiour, refoly*d 


to attempt to pluck him down, and vault into the Empty 


Saddle; to ſeize on the King; and, by having him, to get 
likewiſe. the Power of the Kingdom, Neither wanted he 
Courage, Money, or Friends, to accompliſh the Deſign: All 


the Roman Catholick Nobility being Well-wiſhers to him ; 


but particularly he had engaged the Earl of Warwick, ( after 
Puke of Northumberland ) the greateſt Man of Power, and 


the Margueſs of Dorſet, (after Duke of Suffolk) the greateſt 
Man of Intereſt; the one drawn in by hopes of Advancing 


bis Son, tfother his Daughter. For the Admiral was fo In- 
ſolent as to promiſe them, that the firft ſhould Marry one of 
the King's Siſters, and t'other the King himſelf, Whereby 


*twas 


— 
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etuas apparent he intended to make the Conſequences of his 
Succeſs nv leſs fatal to the whole Kingdom that to his Bro« * 
No whether his Lady, that had been the Wife of a King 
before, did (while ſhe was alive) put him upon any we, 
of being ſe nou, (for Ambitious: Men, like ſeal'd Doves, fx 
the higher for being blinded ) is not certain. But moſt cer- 
tain it is, that as ſoon as ſhe died, (which was not long after) 
he reſum'd the Confidence to approach fo near the Throne, 
28 to Court the Lady Elizabeth the ſecond time, now: grown a 

| Kttle riper for Conſent, than when he firft mov'd the Queſtion 
to her. But this was not carried fo ſecretly, but that his Bro- 
ther had an inſight into the whole Practice; and at laft diſ- 
cover d the whole Plot, but conceal'd his knowledge of it, 
either out of Pity or Prudence, as loth to Ruine him, with 
the hazard of loſing himſelf 3 Or as doubting perhaps that the 

Sword of Juſtice was not long enough to reach him; or at 

leaſt not ſharp enough te cut through the knot of the whole 

Conſpiracy. But as Fate never fails undoing the Man ſhe 
has a Mind to deſtroy; and when ſhe falls upon him, makes 
the firſt firoke at his Head: So it happen'd with this un- 
happy Lord; who being unexpectedly undermin'd, was blown | 
up by a Train, that ſeems to have taken fire as it were from 
Heaven; his Treaſon being fir detected out of the Pulpit; : 
and the Protector ſo preft by an Eloquent Sermon of Bilhop 
Latimer's to Impeach him, that he being not able to clear 
him, was in ſome ſence obliged to clear himſelf, by a Speech 
which prov'd as Ominous as it was Obvious, ſaying at the 
fame: time he caus'd him to he apprehended, He wou'd Do 
and Suffer Fuſtice. And ſo he did when he ſign'd the Warrant 
for his Execution, aſter the Parliament had found him guilty, 
with his own hand. Which was a ſingular Piece of Self-de- Þ}F 
nial, and ſuch as is rarely found in Story: There being very 'S 
few that ſo much preferr the Publick before their own Pri- 1 
vate Intereſt, as not to ſpare their own Fleſf and Blood. 6 
However, tho“ perhaps it might be Juſtice in the Duke that 
prev ail*'d wich him, yet it look*d: ſo much like Revenge, that Y 
it was by moſt Men judg*'d Unnatural, and took no Jeſs from 4 
the Honour of his Juftice, than tꝰother intended te have 
taken from the Prerogative of his Honour; and ſo ſhook the 
Frame of his Authority, that it broke in Pieces preſently 
a'ter : For both Fapitts and Proteſtants falling off from him, 
he was expos'd to the Cunning of Varwick, and the Scorn 
of the Marqueſs of Dorſet, who were both his Irreconeileable 
Enemies, and had ſecretly fomented the Difference between 
dim and his Brother, aggravating his Crimes in Parhament, 
and helping forward his Condemnation, that they! might tfle 

better afterwards Effect the Ruine of the Defentelofs Duke. 

The Papiſts quitting him, as believing the n 
dy which, when he ceasd by whom, they were Heid 4 
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been true to him no otherwiſe, but for his Brothers ſake only. 
The Preteftants fail'd him, becauſe they doubted he might 
fail them: For how could they think he would give them 
_ any Aſſiſtance, that had given ſo little to his own Brother? 


TDi when two great Trees grow up together out of one 


Aud the ſame ftock, we ſee that the cutting down of the one, 
commonly Endangers the blowing down of the other; which 
remaining ſingle, and Expos'd to ev*ry Storm, cannot ftand, 
unleſs it have a firm ground, as well as a ſpreading Root. 
Neither were there ſome wanting to do him the kind 
Office ( thof he would not hear them ſo as to take their Ad- 
vice) as to tell him his Brothers Faults proceeding from the 
violence of Youthful heat, might far better be parden*d, 
than the King left deftitute of an Uncle*s help, or himſelf of 
a Brothers; adviſing him before he proceeded to this utmeſt 
Severity with the Admiral, to have a heedful Regard to 
what he did: Telling him, That ſome might perhaps he 
willing to let an Offending Brother ſhed ſome Tears; but to 
ſhed his Blood when they could prevent it, ſcarce any: Ard 
that it was much to be fear'd left his Brothers Death would 
be his Ruine; and the loſs- of ſuch Friends a hazard to the 
King, Tis true, there were others that us*'d Arguments on 
the other fide: Theſe highly extolFd his Impartial Proceed- 
ings, whom Fraternal Affection could not divert from doing 
Right to his Country; maintaining the Neceſſity of cutting 
off the Admiral, and that it ſtood the Protector upon ſo, to 
do, if he either regarded his own, or the Kings Safety : For 
( ſaid they) at what other mark did the Admiral Aim, but 
that having ſeiz*& on the King's Perſon, remov'd his Bro- 
ther from the Protectorſhip, and Married the Lady Elizabeth, 
he might by Poyſon, or ſome other means, make away the 
young King, already depriv'd of his Friends, and as in the 
Right of his Wife, inveſt himſelf in the Royal Throne; to 
which the Lady May, (altho“ the Elder Sifter ) as Inceſtu- 
ouſly begotten, could make no Claim. The Subſtance of this 
being deliver'd in a Sermon before the King, by Biſhop 
Latimer: For whom, tho* I have a very great Eſteem, as 
being one of our Worthy Martyrs in Queea Mary's Reign ; 
yet 4 muft here take the Liberty to ſay, the Biſhop was 
buſied beſides his Buſineſs, and was a far better Divine than 
a Stateſman : For had he kept only to his own Province, 
the King might have been preſerv*d from the Secret De- 
ſigns of Northumberland, and then the good Biſhop might 
— have eſcap'd that Fiery Trial which he afterwards went 
But tho the Protector took the Advice of the laſt, (by - 
which the Admiral was cut off) yet the Event ſhewed, that 
the firſt was the beft Counſel; for it was not long that the 
Protector bore. pp after his Brother's Fall. The great Care 
he took to build his Houſe (Somerſer-Houſe in the Strand, frag 
7 | ; 7 l ; nm- 
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him ſo called) being no leſs fatal to him, than the little Care 
he had to Support his Family: For he had pulled down ſeverall 
Churches, Chappels, and other Religious Houſes, for the 

Building thereof; which raiſed a great Cry againſt him; the 

People Ecchoing to the Defamation, and charging him with 

the Guilt of Sacriledge ſo furioufly, that he was forced to quit 

the place, and retire with the King to Vindſor, leaving his 

Enemies in Poſſeſſion of the Strength of the City, as well 

as the Affections of the Citizens, as we ſhall preſently new. 

The Tumults and Inſurrections that had happened in ſeve- 
ral parts of the Kingdom, upon the Account of the Reforma- 
tion, the People being ftirred up by thoſe that were the Ene- 
mies thereof, and the Loſſes that happened in France, brought 
the Protector into Diſcredit among the Vulgar, and afforded 
fufficient matter for Envy to work on. Amongſt the Lords of 
the Privy Council, the muft Eminent was the Earl of Warwick, 

a Man of a vaſt Spirit, which was the more inlarged by the 
Contemplation of his great Actions performed both abroad 

and at home. This Man had long look d a Squint on Somerſer's 
Greatneſs; and having a high Opinion of his own Abilities, 
thought Somerſet much beneath him; and was ſtrongly per- 
fwaded, that if he could but remove the Duke, his own Merits 
would make himſelt ftand faireſt for the ProteQorſhip. To 
which, the Conſideration of the Duke's Nakedneſs (being 
now diſarmed of his Brother that ſhould have ſupported him} 
was no little Encouragement to him to attempt it. Which 
brings to mind that of the Poet: | | 


En quo Diſcordia F ratres, 
Per duxit Miſeros ! 


| 0 ſee the Fatal I, 9 
When Brotber yields bis Brother's Blood to ſpill! 1 


But whilft Varwich was curious and buſie to find out matter 
to lay to the Duke of Somerſer's Charge, the Duke comes to 
hear of his Deſigns: Who finding himſelf the Mark that was 

aimed at, and yet not being certain whether by force of Arms, 
or under a Pretence of Law and Juftice, the, Earl of Marwick 
intended to Aſſail him; the King and the Protector being 
then at Hampton- Court, the Protector diſpatched Letters to 
the Citizens of London, requiring them torthwith to make 
ready a Thouſand Men in Arms, and ſend them to him, where- 
with he might defend the King's Perſon and himſelf, from the 
Ireachery and Violence intended againſt them. Then in the 
Country round about Hampton- Court, he got a Select Band, 
and conveyed the King to , indſor the ſame night, attended by 
ſome of the Nobility, and ſome of the Council; Vindſor being 
à place much better Fortified, and far more ſtrong, and able 
to make reſiſtance, than Hampton · Court. But the Earl of 
| Warwick, 


1 
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Warwick, at the ſame time, had gathered together the greateſt 


part of the Lords of the Council now at London, and there 
made many Complaints againſt the Duke of Somerſet, be. 


ſeeching them, by their Aſſiſtance, to ſecure him from the 
Prote&or's Malice, who ſought to intrap him for his Life; 


accuſing the * of that Crime which he himſelf was 
guilty of. 1 wh | 
The Lords hereupon ſend their Letters alſo to the Lord 


Mayor and Citizens of London, to Levy Forces, and ſend them 


to them, for the Delivery of the King's Perſon out of the 
Hands of his Enemy; for ſo they were pleaſed to ſtile the Pro- 
tector; and withal, publiſhed Proclamations, wherein they 
laid to his Charge many hainous Crimes, as, That the Pro- 
tector had greatly difturbed the Commonwealth, which King 
Henry, at his Death, left in the midſt of Peace and Tranqui- 
lity: That he had done this, by ſcattering abroad ſecretly the 
Seeds of Contention ; and ſo had been the cauſe of the Death 
of many Thouſands of Men, who periſhed in the late Civil 
Broils and Diſſentions: That many Fortifications, and 
places of Defence, which King Henry had conquered with the 
bazard of his Perſon, were now utterly loft, through either 
the Cowardiſe. Sloth, or Treachery of the Protector: That 
he lighted and coutcrmaed the reft of the Lords of the Coun- 


cil, and regarded not their Advice in any Matters of State; 
and had totally neglected King Fenry's Instructions concern- 


ing the Government of the Kingdoms of England and heland: 


Ad that it had been his only Study and Care to make himſelf 
Great, and increaſe his own Wealth : That he endeavoured 


to ſet the Peers of the Realm at Variance amongſt themſelves ; 
and that he had taken to be Attendants about his Perſon, a 
ſort of Factious Companions, who might be at his Beck upon 
all Occaſions: That he was employed about building for him- 
ſelf ſtately Palaces, far exceeding the Proportion of a Subject, 
how great ſoever he were; and that even in the very Inſtant 


that the State did Shrink under the Burthen both of Inteſtine 


and Foreign Wars. a 

The Protector had notice of all theſe Paſſages, and per- 
ceiving himſelf to be forſaken of all ſides, (for the Londoners 
being prepoſſeſſed by Warwick and his Party, were ſo far from 
ſupplying him, that they had ſent his Adverſary 3400 Men; 
and the greateſt part of the Nobility had, by joyning with the 
Ear], made their Cauſe one) he forſook himſelf alſo, for want 
of that Reſolution which he ought to have had, and deſiring 


of his Enemies that they would abftain from all Violence and 


illegal Courſes, and proceed againft him only according to 


Law; he delivered up the King to their Tuition, and com- 


mitted himſelf to their Diſpoſal z by whom he was ſoon after 
committed to the Tower, and the King nh Hampton- 
Court, where ſeven of the Lords of the Council, and four 
Knights, were appointed by Turns toattend upon hs 

CE erxſon. 
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Perſon: The Lords were the Marquis of Northampton, the 
Earls of Warwick and Arundel, the Lords Ruſſel, St. Fobn, Went- 
worth; the Knights were Sir Andrew Dudley, Sir Edward Rogers, 
Sir Thomas Darcy, and Sir Thomas Worth, And as for the Affairs 
of State, they were to be governed by the whole Body of the 
Council. - # „ 

The Duke of Somerſet (now no more Protector) having 
been kept a Priſoner in the Tower for three Months, and al 
the Scrutiny that Warwick and the reſt of his Enemies could 
make, not being ſufficient to Convict him of any Crime wor- 
thy of Death; and it not being thought fit, that ſo great a 
Perſon as the Duke, who was ſo lately Protector of the King 
and Realm, ſhould for a ſmall Offence be condemned to per- 
petual Impriſonment, he was under-hand dealt with to ſubmit 
himſelf, and acknowledge that he had deſerved this, or what- 
ſoever greater Puniſhment the King ſhould be- pleaſed to in- 
flict upon him, and withal, to implore his Majeſties Royal 
Clemency. To this the Duke eaſily condeſcended, and was, 
on the fixth of February, (et at Liberty, but not reſtored to 
the Dignity of Protector, only contenting himſelf with the 
place of a Privy Counſellor. | 

But it being conceived that Revenge might draw the Duke 
to new Practiſes, he is, by the Mediation of Friends, recon- 
ciled to the Earl of Warwick ; and that his Attonement might 
be the more firm and ſincere, the Dukes Daughter is Married 
to the Earl of Warwick's Son, the King gracing the Nuptials 
with his Preſence. Thu4nu tells us, That the Earl, by ſeem · 
ing deſirous of the Reſtitution of the Romiſh Religion, had 


gained the good Opinion of all that were againſt the Refor- 


mation; and that his Diſſimulation herein being diſcovered, 


and fearing left he ſhould be forſaken of them whom he had 


deluded with falſe hopes; the Confideration thereof, and of 
the Dukes mild and free Diſpoſition, would indear him to 


them: To prevent which danger, he contrived this Alliance 


with the Duke, and procured his Liberty. | 

But whatever ſeeming Agreement there was between them, 
it is certain that Warwick (who upon this pretended Recon- 
ciliation was created Duke of Northamberland) ſtill retained his 
former Malice againſt the Duke of Somerſet, whom he well. 
knew to be a Man of much Integrity, and truly Faithful and 
Loyal tothe King, and for that very reaſon hated him; for 
he bad formed ſuch high Deſigns, that no honeſt Subject would 
ever give way to; and tho' the Duke was now no longer Pro- 


tector, yet he had that Favour of the King, and was generally 


fo well beloved of the People, that Northumberland (tor ſo we 
muſt henceforth call him) knew he both would and was capa- 
ble of obſtructing his Deſigns, and therefore found it was 
_ neceflary, in order te bring about what he ſecretly deſigned, 
to have Somerſet removed. So that by many Injuries daily 
offered by Nori umber land to him, their ill-cemented Friend- 
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ſhip broke out into open Enmity, and inftead of healing, the 

- Sore grew worſe and wore : Inlomuch that Somer ſer, A Nan 
of an extraordinary mild and good Nature, provoked with 
the continual Injuries of Dudizy, (for Patience too mum 
wronged, turns at laſt to Fury) began to vonlider by what 
means he might make away his Enemy. And after mes 

thoughts abdut it, reſolved, under pretence of viliting be 
Dake of Northumberland in friendly manner, to execute his - 
intended · ꝓurpoſe; having therefore put on a privy Cont of 
Mail, and brought along with him other Armed Men, whom 
he leſt in an outer Chamber, he went in to fee his Enemy, 

- puypeſing to kill him: But being admitted to him, and fiad- 
ing him naked and unarmed, lying upon his Couch, and being 
received by him with all Humanity and fricndly Reſpett, his 
Heart preſently failed him, ſo that he would not execute what 

nme purpoſely. came for, leaving the Duke of Northumberlazd 
|  &s he found him. At his Departure, one of thoſe that ke 
brought along with him, asked him i be had done tbe I eat r 

And the Duke anſwered, Nu. He replied, Then you are Un- 
done. And ſo it proved, for this very thing was his Ruin, 

they that were privy to it betraying him. So that now again 

he is publickly accuſed: And the matter being revealed to the 

Lords of the Council, they lend Daſs ti to the Tower, 


where he is committed, with the D ſs his Wife, the Lore 

Gray of Nimon, Sir Raiph Fane, Sir Womas Palmer, Sir Mites 

Partridge, Sir Miobael wtanbape, Sir Toms Arundel, and ſeveral 

—— Friends, pl : * wa a | 

And being afterwards brought to ryal in Weſtminſter. 

Hall, he — — for a double Crime, for Treaſon agai 

the State, which he is charged to have not only ill, but trea- 

cherouſſy managed, and for a © onſpiracy againſt the Duke of 

Nortbumberland. Of the Treaſon he cleared himſelf, and his 

Peers acquitted him: But for the Conſpiracy againſt the Duke 

of Northumberland, he could not deny it; and ſo was con- 

demned by Vertue of a Law made in the third Year of Hen. 7, 

þ which made the very Intent and Imagination of Killing a 

p Privy Counſellor puniſhable by Death. But this Law was too 

much ftrained to bring the Duke within it, for tho' it is 
Felony for inferior Perſons to contrive the Death of a Lord 
of the Council, yet Lords are therein expreſly excepted. But 
there is one thing wherein I cannot but think the Duke very 
much wanting to himſelt, and that is, that he did not Exempt - 
himſelf from a Felonious Death, by Craving the Benefit of his 
Clergy; Or if he thought not of it himſelf, yet it is ſtrange. 
that ſo great a Man, whoſe Nephew” was then Reigning, 

| Hould be ſo deftitute of Learned Advice. But ſuch were 

the Times, and ſuch his Misfortunes in the Minority of his 
Prince. . | | 
I cannot here but remark the Great Affections of the People 
to this Uafoptunate Nobleman, ſhewn by this one inftance ; 


Upon 
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upon the Dukes being cleared of the Guilt of Treaſon, the 
Fatal Ax; uſually carried before Traytors to the Bar, was laid . 
saga ſide; Which the People ſeing, and OG he had been 
wholly cleared, gave ſuch an exceeding Shout for Joy, as not 
only made the Hall to ring, but was heard beyond 'Charing- 
Croſs almoft half a Mile from the Hall. At which the Nobles 
were not a little terrified, at ſo great a Teſtimony of the 
Peoples Affection towards the Duke. Which perhaps might 
be one cauſe that his Execution was ſo long deferred. 
The Duke being condemned, the People ſpake very fired 
of the Proceedings of the Lords, generally murmuring againſt 
the Duke of Northumberland. And even the King himſelf 
was very uneaſie, tho Northumberland, and his Accomplices, 
took all the Care they could to divert him from thoſe Melan- 
cholly Reflexions which they were conſciqus to themſelves they 
had given him cauſe to make. Notwithſtanding which, after 
the Duke had been condemned about two Months, he was 
brought to his Execution, tho the. King had earneftly la- 
houred to divert the Stroke. - | | PEP? 
Whether it were that the Lords were afraid the Duke ſhould 
be Reſcued, or for what other Reaſons I know not, but ſo. it 
was, that the Conftables of every Ward (according to a Pre- 
cept directed from ti; Lords ef the Council to the Lord 
Mayor) ſtrictly charg@gevery Citizen in the City, not to let 
any depart out of their Houſes before Ten a Clock that day; 
ho? for all thoſe Orders, Jower- Fill was filled with People by | 
yen. Before it was Eight, the Duke was brought thither, S : 
incloſed with the Kings Guards, the Sheriffs Officers, the 
Warders of the Tower, and others with Halberds; and very 
Undauntedly, and with a chearful Countenance, aſcended the 
Scaffold: Where falling upon his Knees, and ſpending a little 
time in his private Devotion, he roſe up, and thus beſpake 
the People: 4 15 
Being by the Law Condemned, 1 here willingly ſubmit my ſelf 
7 Exemplary Puniſhment, to ſatufie its Rigor. That G 0 D bath 
| been pleaſed to grant me ſo long a Preparative to my End, I bumbly 
thank b Eternal Goodneſs; But in that be bath been farther 
Pleaſed to inſpire me with the Knowledge of bis Truth, and to make | 
me an Inſtrument for the Propagation of the ſame, I can never | 
J ufſiciently magnifie bis Mercies. In this I do rejoyce, in this only. 
do I triumph ; Beſeeching bim, that his Church in this Realm, being 
© now Reformed according to the Inſtitution of the Ancient Primitive, 
the Members thereof may Conjorm their Lives according to the 
Purity of its received Doctrine. A 5 
- The Duke would have ſaid more, but a ſtrange and ſudden 
Confternation and Cry of the People interrupted him, who 
being paſſeſſed with Pannick Terror, as it were with an una- 
nimous Conſent cried out, Fh quickly, fly. So that of. that 
infinite Multitude which the Expectation of the Dukes Death 
had drawn together, there was ſcarce any kept their place; 
. | ; | and 


* 
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own Fears created: But from whence their Fears proceeded, 
there was none could tell. One aid he heard a terrible 
Crack of Thunder ; another, the noiſe of a Troop of Horſe 3. 
and ſome, over Credulous, were willing to believe what they. 
deſired, and affirmed, that. Meſſengers were come with 4 
Pardon for the Duke. But they were all Miſtaken, for tbhle . 
truth of the Matter was, That ſome. of the Tower⸗ Hamlets >» 
that had been warned to come and guard the Duke to the 

Scaffold, finding they were with the lateſt, haſtened each. ; 
other with ſaying, Auch, Away. And theſe being armed, ane 
coming together in a full Body, were miſtaken by thoſe that 

were eutermoft, who ſeeing them running, and hearing them 

Cry, Away, Away, ſtraight apprehended ſome Danger, and 

cryed in like manner to them that were before them, till at 

laſt they were all alarmed, tho' none knew why. The People 

being at length quieted, and the Duke beginning to finiſh his 

Speech, he was a ſecond time interrupted by the Noiſe of the 

People, who os Sir Anthony Brown come Riding a Gallop, 

gave à great Shout, and cried out, A Pardon, 4 Pardon; GOD 

Save the. Ning. But theſe, were alſo miſtaken, for it was no 

ſuch matter. The Duke expreſſed great Coiftancy at both 


and ſo Whilſt each one ſought, to ſhift for themſelves, many 
wers extreamly preſt, many trodden to death, and thoſe that 
= eſcaped. beft, were almoſt dead with fear of they knew not 
what, for indeed there was no other danger but what their 
ö 


theſe times, intreating them to be quiet, that he might with a 
more compoſed Spirit depart out of the World. For, ſaid be, 
1 bave often looked Death in th; Face in the Field, inthe midi 
of ite greateſi Dangers, ſo that now he is no Stranger to me. And 
among tbe Vain Delufions of this World, I repent of nothing, more 
than eſteeming my Life more dear than 1 ſhould. 1 hade undergone 
the Hatred of great Perſons, which has been fo much the more 
Dangerous, becauſe Unjuſt. I have alſo incurr'd th: Dipleaſure $ 2 
of Inferiours, tho not for an great Faults of my own, (ibo 
never pretended to be free from Faults) but my Fault was moſt , - 
in giving way to the Faults of others; and now being conſtantly 
6 re 1 5 1 neither fear to die, nor deſire to live; and- having 
| overcome a Gricf in my ſelf, I defire no Man to grieve for me, 
And ſo having declared his Faith in GOD, and his Faithfulneis 
q to the King, he recommended his Soul to God by Prayer, and 
then yielded his Body into the hands of the Executioner, 
ſuffering with admirable Conftancy, neither by Voice, Geſture, 
or Countenance, ſhewing himſelf any way dejected or moved 
at the approach of Death; the Executioner at one Blow put - 
ting an End to that Life, which, was indeed the Preſervation 
of the Kings. For he was a Pious Juft Man, very Zealous in 
point of Reformation, very Solicitous for the Kings Safety, and 
every way good and careful of the Publick Weal. The only © 
Fault imputed to him was, that he was a little tainted. with - 
the Epidemick Diftemper of thoſe Times, who thought it 
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Reli jon to Reform the Church as well in its Exuberancy of 
Means, as of Superſtitious Ceremonies. But this was a Fault 


_-_ lained of chiefly by Church-men, and we know Intereſt 


Will not lic. That his Death was generally lamented, is cer- 
tain; inſomuch that many dipped Handkerchiefs in his Blood, 
and kept them as Sacred Relicks. Which was eſpecially re- 
markable in one good Woman, who two Years after, when 
the Duke of Northumberland was led Priſoner through the 
City, for his Oppoſition againft Queen Mary, ran to him in 
the Streets, and ſhaking out her Bloody Handkerchief before 


him, Behold (ſaid ſhe) the Blood of that Worthy Man, the good 
- 'Unkle of that Excellent King, which being ſhed by thy Treacherous 


Machination, now at this inftan begins to revenge is ſelf upon 
thee. And indeed, almoſt as many as lamented the Death of 
the Duke of Somerſer, rejoyced at the Fall of the Duke of 


Northumberland, of which 1 ſhall haye more occaſion to ſpeak : 


in the next Reign. 3 | | 

"The good Duke of Somerſet being thus taken out of the 
way, there was now none left to oppoſe Northumberland, nor 
kinder him from Proſecuting his Ambitious Deſigns. For the 


Nobility obſerving on one hand, that he was able to endanger . 


the State of the greateft; and on the other, 'that the more 


reſpett they ſhewed to him, the more ſafely they lived, and 


the more eaſily they were advanced to Honour, they all ſtrove 
who ſhould humour him moſt ; and would obſerve his Werds, 
; Geſtures and Looks, to do that as of themſelves, which they 
thought he had a deſire they ſhould do. Wee et | 
But King Edward, tho? he did not publickly diſcover his 
Grief for the Death of his Unkle, as not thinking it agree- 
able to Majeſty ' openly to declare himſelt: And tho the 
Lords did what they could to divert him from all Melancholy 
Thoughts, yet upon the very mention of him afterwards, he 
would o'ten ſigh, and let fall Tears: Sometimes being of Opi- 
nion that he had done nothing that deſerved Death; or it he 
ad, that it was very ſmall, and proceeded rather from his 


ife than from himſelf. And where then, ſaid he, was the 


gooold Nature of 4 Nephew? Where was the Clemency of 4 Prince ? 
Ab how unfortunate hve I been to thoſe of my Blood? My Moth. r 


J flew" at my very Birth, and ſince have made away two of ker + 
Brothers, and perhaps to make way for the : 1 70 of others 


again(t my ſelf. Was it ever known before, that 4 Kings Unkle, 
4 Tord Protector, one whoſe Fortunes bad much advanced the 
Honour of the Realm, did loſe bis Head for Felony? For a Fel 
| eicher clear in Law, and in Fatt weakly proved? Alas, bow falſely 


ment That both bis Death, and the Envy thereof, mut! 
aun, Thus would the Afflicted King ſometinies 
himſelf, $ ek SV: 1; 715 3 t F 2134 $69 9.7 


charged 


Not long after the Death of Somerſet, becapf 11. 40 not. 
thought fr luch a Perſon ſhould be Executed 0 1 ung. 
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All theſe, at the place of Execution, did ta 
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hardly be thought to offend, alone, Sir Ralph, Vane and 
He Miles Partridge were hang'd on Tower-bill, and Sir Michael 


 Sranhop and Sir Thomas Arundel werd Digs alſo. beheaded. 


| „ did t: GOD to wit- 
'nefs, that they never e thing againſt the K ing, or 
any of his Council. Sir Thomas Arundel tarther ſaying, bat 


bis Blood would make Northumberland's Pillow unezfie 10 him. 


So that in the Opinion of all Men, Somerſet was much cleared 
by the Death of thoſe Men that were Executed to make him 


appear guilty. 


The Lord Paget having been ſent to the Tower. ſome time 


before, Garter King at Arms is ſent to take from him the 
George and Garter, and to diſcharge him of that Order. The 
Pretence of this Diſhonour, was, becauſe he was no Gentleman 


of Blood, neither by Father nor Mother. But the Secret yet 


true Reaſon was, that Nortbumberland's eldeſt Son, the Earl 


of Warwick, wanted it, to whom it was ſoun after given. And 


conſidering to what a height Northumberland's Ambition Was 
grown, that was Reaſon enough. | 


£ PP F 


Ini the beginning of the Seventh Year of the King's Reign, 
that Indiſpolition of Body which the King had betore com- 


plained of, did apparently increaſe and ſhew it ſelf, eſpecially 


by the Symptom of a tough, ſtrong, and ſtraining Cough, 
and all. the Medicines and: Diet which could be preſcribed, 
were ſo far from either Curing or Abating his Diſtemper, that 
it daily increaſed by dangerous Degrees; tor he had a Weak- 
neſs and Faintneſs of Spirit, which plainly ſhewed his Vital 
Parts were ſtrongly Aſſaulted. And the Talk of the People 
was, that his Sickneſs was the Effect of a ſlow working Poiſon: 
But whether it was ſo, or that it was only the Defluxion of a 
ſharp Rheum upon the Lungs, as others athrm, certain it is, 
That as the King's Sickneſs increaſed, ſo did the Duke of 
 Northumbe»land's Diligence about him; for he was little abſent 


from the King, and had always ſome well- aſſured Creatures 


of his, to give him notice how the ſtate of his Health changed 
every Hour; and it was obſerved, that the more Joyful the 
Duke was at the Heart, the more Sorrow ful Appearance did 
he outwardly make. Whether any Tokens ot Poiſon did 
appear, Reports are various, but this is certain, his Phy- 
cians diſcerned an invincible Malignity in his Diſeaſe, and 
the Suſpicion did the more increaſe, becauſe the Complaint 
ariling chiefly from the Lights, a part, as of no quick Seaſe, 
fo no Seat for any Sharp Diſeaſe, yet his Sickneſs; towards the 
end, grew highly Extream. But the Duke was above the 
regard of the muttering Multitude; well enough knowing 


- that ſach Rumours ſoon blow over; and yet to divert them 


to the preſent, he cauſed it to be ſpread: abroad,'rhatsthe 


Kink 10 well recovered, which was as readily belizyed; as 


earneſtly deſired. But this did but aggravate their Trobble, 
wen they were again undeceived, and cauſed them to open 
Q 2 : their 
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their Mouths the wider: Complaining that for this Cauſe 
dis two Unkles had been taken away, and for this Cauſe the 
moſt faithful of his Nobility and of his Council were dif- 
-gracd and remoy*d from Court. And that this. was the 
eaſon that ſuch were plac'd next his Perſon, who were moft 
aſſuredly diſpos d either to commit, or at leaſt permit, any 
Miſchief: That then it did appear that it was not vainly 
conjecturꝰd ſome years before, by Men of Judgment and Fore- 
"fight, that after Somerſer's Death, the King would not long 

Enjoy his Life. e l a | 


To abate theſe Clamours; which carried in them too great 


an Appearance of Truth, it was thought convenient that the 
King ſometimes. ſhould ſhew himſelf abroad, tho“ it was 


but little for his Pleaſure or his Health: Which yet is no 


even to the laft period of Life. | 
But whilſt the King remain'd thus grievoully ſick, divers 
great Marriages were Solemniz*d at once in Durham Place, 
0 The Lord Guilford Dudley, the Duke of Northumberland*s 
fourth Son, was Married to the Lady Jane Gray, the Duke of 
Suffolk's Eldeft Daughter, by Frances Daughter to Mary, Se- 
"cond Sifter to King Henry the Eighth; and the Duke of 
Suffolk*s ſecond Daughter, Katharine, was Married to the 
Lord Henry, Eldeft son to the Earl of Vembrook; and Mary, 
the Duke of Suffolk's youngeſt Daughter, who was ſomewhat 

- crooked, was Married to Martin Key, the Groom Porter. 
"And laftly; the Duke of Northumberland's Daughter, Xatha- 
vine, was Married to the Lord Haſtings, Eldeft Son to the 

+ © Earl of Huntingdon. Theſe Marriages open'd many Mouths 
'  - againſt Northumberland, all whoſe Actions were grown diſtaſte- 
ful to the Common People. The Truth is, the Nobility 
underſtanding by the Phyſicians that the Kings Caſe was 

_ **ceſperate, began every one to project his own Ends. The 
Duke of Northumberland, as he was more potent than the 
ret, ſo did his Ambition fly higher. © It was ſomewhat 
ſtrange indeed, that being not able to pretend fo much as 
a ſhadow- of Right to the Crown, he ſhould dream of con- 


more than in long Conſuming Sickneſſes Men are able to do, 


firming the Succeſſion of it in his Family. But ſurely he 


that 'Soars fo higb, cann't chuſe but ſinge his Wings, like 
=. Phaeton, who undertook, as Poets feign, to rule the Fiery 
ies of the S8 unn i * 


3 f 


But let us ſee a little how: Northumberland will clear his 
way to theſe his great Deſigns, and take away thoſe 955 
ſtacles that ſeem fo evidently to oppoſe him; the firſt of 

a which are Mary and Elizabeth + but as to theſe, he doubted 
not by Reaſons draun from both their queftionable Births, 

to hare them both excluded. And as to ret, 1 f 

avghter of Heut the Seventh, the next Claimer, he wðas 

2 little Solicitous ; for by reaſon of dür continual Hatred to, 
eme Fi ſt the Scorch though that amy ew, df. 
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Margaret, the Eldeft | 


| Reaſon would put ber by. In the next place, 


Sweating-Sickneſs, the Marqueb, in Right of his Wife, is 


| have heard was lately conſummated. And becauſe if only__ 


declare the Lady Fane. his next and immediate Succeſſor. . 


Hue of Suffolk bal three Daughters neareſt to dim in degrees 


Axine, and were alſo Matched to Husbands as Zealous of the Truth 


» : xXx SS | 2 \ 8 N * PF 
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already removed) regard is to be had to the Lady Frances, -.- 
Daughter to Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, by Mary Do 
ager of France, and Second Daughter to #enry the Seventh; 
who, her two Brothers then alive, had been Married to Henry. » 
Gray, Marquiſs of Dorſet; but the two Brothers dying of the 


created Duke of Suffolk; and this would haye been another 
ſtop. to his Ambition, had he not remov'd' it by. imparting 
his Deſigns to the Duke of Suffolk, and deſiring a'Match might... 
be concluded between bis Son Guilford Dudley, and the Lady © 
Fane, Gray, the Dukes Eldeft Daughter: Which Match we. 


Right of Inheritance ſhould be pretended, the Dutcheſs of 
Suffolk were in reaſon to be preferr'd before her Daughter . 
he undertakes to perſwade the King not only to Diſinherit.”: 
his Siſters by Will and. Teſtament, but alſo by the ſame to 


And it was Suffolk's biting at this Bait, that brought about 
the late Marriages ; complotting between them by dry pi 
the Chiefeſt of the Nobility to Contract Affinity either with | 
the one, or the other, to procure the General Aſſent of them 
all. It was not therefore without reaſon that the People 
murmur*d at theſe Marriages ; for they knew that Northume 
berland had ſome Secret Deſign in all that he did... __. 
_ . Having brought matters thus to a defired Pals,nothing now _ 
remained but to act his Part with the Languifhing King: 
To him he inculcates in what danger the State of the Church 
would be, if before he dyed, he did not firſt make Proviſion 
Ye a Pious Succeſſor, and ſuch a one as ſhould maintain the 
eligion now Eftabliſhed ; How the Lady Mary ſtood affect- 
ed, it was well known; and tho“ of the Lady Elizabeth there 
might perhaps be better hopes; yet their Caſes were ſo much 
the ſame, that either both muſt be excluded, or the Lady 
Mary admitted: That it was the part of a Religious and good 
Prince to ſet apart all. reſpe#s of Blood, where G0 Dir Glory, 
and the Publick Good might- be Endangered: That they who 
ſhould do otherwiſe, were” after this Life, which is ſhort, to expet® 
Revenge at GO D's dreadful Tribunal, where they are to mp 
the Thal either of Eternal Life, or Eternal Death. | That the 


of Blood : They were ſuch as their Vertues and Birth did Com. 

mend; and from whom the Violation of Religion, or the danger 
of « Foreign Toak by any Match, was not to be feared 5, foraſmuch © 6 
6; their Education had been Religious; they bad as it were with - 
their Milk ſuck'd in the Spiritual Food of true Chriſtian Do- 


as tbemſelves.. He could wiſh, and would adviſe, that theſe 7 
be ſucceſſrvely called to ibe Crown; but with this Caution; T 

#bez ſhould” maintain the now Eſtabliſhed Religion: And ali 
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Faxe, a (mall Inducement to him Mere, for. ſhe was indeed 
2 Woman of rare and incomparable Perfe&ions ; who beſides 


of France, and all, things. to them belonging, ſhould remain 
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Lady Jane, the Eldeſt of the Threez were Married to bis Son, 


yet he would be content that they ſhould be bound by Oath to per- 


form whatſoever his Majeſty ſhould deeree ; for be bad not ſo 
much regard to bis own, as the General Good, 5 


Theſe were the Reaſons which he uſed to the King, to 


bring about his own Deſigns; and indeed he hit the Naił on 


the Head, for the Pious King had ſo great a Regard to the 
maintenance of the true Religion, and the Eſtabliſhing of the 
begun Reformation, that he was willing to do any thing that 
might contribute towards it; and the declared and wel 
known Enmity of his Sifter Mary againſt it, made him afraid 
of her Succeeding him. So that the Duke under the Speci- 
ous Guiſe of Maintaining the FEftabliſh*d Religion, ſo far pre- 
vail'd with the King, that he made his Will, and therein, as 
much as in him lay, excluded both his Siſters from the Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown, and all others whomſoever, beſide the 
Duke of Suffolk's Daughters: Nor was the particular 
Affection and intire Love the King bare to his Couſin the Lady 
her Excellent Beauty, was adorn'd with all Variety of Ver- 
tues, like a clear Sky with Stars, or as a Royal Diadem with 
precious Jewels, She was atfo moſt dear to him, in regard 
both of her Religion and her Education; for in the Know- 
ledge of the Liberal Sciences, her Skill in Languages, in Theo- 
logy, in Philoſophy, in the Latin and Greek Tongues, and in 
the Vulgar Languages of Divers Nations, ſhe far Exceeded 
all of her Sex, and any of her years, unleſs the King him- 


ſell. 


Hereupon the King conſented that Letters Patents ſhould 
be drawn, importing that in caſe the King ſhould dye witha 
out Iſſue of his Body lawfully begetten, then the imperial 
Crown of England and Ireland, with his Title to the Crown 


and come to the Eldeft Son of the Lady Frances, Daughter 
to the Lady Mary, youngeſt Sifter-to Henry the Seventh, in 
caſe ſuch Iſſue ſnould be born into the World during the Life 
of King Edward; and afterwards to the Heirs Male of the 
ſaid Iſſue; and in like ſort from Son to Son of the yd Lady 
Frances, lawfully begotten, as they ſhould be in Priority of 
Birth, and born during the King's Life; and in default of 
ſuch, Son, and of Heirs Male of every ſuch Son, lawfully be- 


' gotten , that then the ſaid Crown, and all the Premiſes, 


ſhould remain and come to the Lady Fare, Eldeft Daughter 
to the ſaid Lady Frances, and the Heirs Male of her, law» 
fully pegotten z and for Default of ſuch Iſſue, to the Lady 
Katharine, Second Daughter to the ſaid Lady Frances, with 
divers other remainders; which, as they were vainly ap- 
pointed, are needleſs to be repeated. Theſe Letters were 
Agted the 21th of Fune, in the Seventh year of King Edward's 
"oa e * "Reign 
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and weakneſs of Body, and afterwards . palled un 
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Reign, and by bim ſigned when he was. under great debut 
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Great-Seal of England. And for all the many n ; 


therein, the Contrivance was viſible enough, and. the han 

of Northumberland found to be in it: Firſt, Becauſe ſuch, Pro: 
viſion was made for the Iſſue Male of the Lady Frayces, 
who neither had any ſuch Iſſue, nor was ever like to have 
any,” being reputM to be paſt Wire e Tho. 
ſhe bon d conceive beyond the Ordinary Courle. of Nature, 
yer the King's Health was ſo much impaired, that noth 


jeſs khan a Miracle cou'd preſerve his Life to the Birth. Ard 
0 


laffly, It cou'd not but ſeem ſtrange, chat the, Children. o 
the Lady. Frances, born and to be born, ſhould be ſo care. 
fly pr vided for, and ſo. orderly remembred, and Ie that 
e her ſelf, from whom their Title muſt, be derived, ſhould: 
be forgotten. This could have no other meaning then to 
make way for the Lady Fane, the Wife of Northumberland 's 
Son. And yet theſe Letters were ſubſcribed by al the Prixy⸗ 
Counſellors, the greateſt part of the Nobility, of the Realm, 
the Biſhops, the King's Learned Council, and all che Judges 
at the Common-Law, except only Sir Femes.Zolles, one of 
the Juffices of the Common-Pleas, who had the report of an 
upright and Religious Man; who worthily refuſed. to ſubs, 
ſcribe, and was , unworthily requited by Queen, Mary after - 
wards. But tho* all ſubſcrib'd, yet. it was out of different. 
ends, ſome becauſe they were poſſeſs d of Monafferies, Chan- 
teries, and Religious Houſes, which they were afraid of 


% 


loling, if Queen Mary came to the Throne; and this I bes; | 


lieve bad no ſmall Influence upon many. Others were drawn 
to ſubſcribe partly through fear, and partly by Obligations 
they had to the Duke of Northumberland, who was then very 
potent, and almoſt abſolute in the Government of the State, 
and ſuppos d able to make any Title good, either by his Au- 
thority, or by his Sword. And ſome few might perhaps ſign 
it for the ſame reaſon that the King did, viz. To ſecure the 
Eftabliſhment of the Proteſtant Reformed Religion. pat 
But whatever Mens Motives were, the Duke having thus 
obtained his Deſign, and carried on his Point ſo fat, nothing 


now remained, but that the King ſhould not any longer ſut- 


vive; left his Sicily Judgment might be over-rulfd by ſoun- 
der Advice. His Dileaſe was Violent, but his Phyſicians con- 
ceived ſome hope of Recovery, in caſe. he might be removed 


to change of Healthful Air; which in Infirmities of the 


Vital Parts, the Seat of his Sickneſs, is of greateſt moment 
for the Cure. Byt the Conncil were unwilling to conſent 
thereto. 3 and ſo the King continued without any ſenſible 
mending or impairing for a time. At laſt a Gentlewoman 
of Northumberland's procuring, who it ſeems was a kind of 
a School-Miftreſs; came and offered her Service to Cure him 


ef his Sicheneſs, if ſhe might have bim committed wholly to 


Q 4 ber 


ber hands; but the Phyſicians were utterly againſt it, becauſ® 


as ſhe could give no account either of the Nature of the Diſ- 
eaſe, or of the Part affſicted; ſo ſhe would not declare by 
what means ſhe intended to work the Cure. 

After ſome ſhew of Deliberation among the Council, it 


was reſolved that the Phyſicians ſhould be diſcharged, and 
the Cure committed to her alone. But her want both of 


Judgment and Experience, made many . that. the 
King's Life ſhould be put into her hand: 


ſhe was but an Inſtrument of Miſchief, and the Event ſhew'd 


they had but too much reaſon for ir ; for ſoon after this, 


the King's Diftemper increaſed upon him to the utmoſt Ex- 


tremity 3 his Vital Parts were ftüffed up, his Legs ſwell'd, 
his Pulſe fail d, his Skin changed Colour, ang many other 


horrid Symptoms appeared. 
And now the Phyſicians were 


Mournful Silence, leaving him to the miſerable Mercy of a 


near- approaching Death ; Whiſpering among their private 


Friends, that they were called only for faſhion ſake; but nei- 
ther their Advice nor Applications at all regarded. Nay, 


they affirm'd that the King had been ill dealt with more than 


once; and that when by the Benefit of his Youth,. and the 
Application of proper means, there was a likelihood of his 
Recovery, they found him ſtrangely brought back on a ſudden, 


and all their care render'd frnitleſs by ſome new Meaſures 


that had been taken. 7580 5 
And now the Duke of Northumberland has but one thing 
more to do, to render his Deſigns ſecure ; and that now 


- ſeems of greateſt Importance: And that is, to draw the 


Lady Mary (from whom only he expected Oppoſition ) into 
his Lower. To which purpoſe Letters were directed to her 
in the King's Name from the Council, willing her forthwith 
to reſort to the King, as well fo be a Comfort to him in his 
Sickneſs, as to ſee all matters well order'd about him. The 
Lady Mary not ſuſpecting the Trap* the Duke was laying 
For ber, addreſs'd her (elf with all ſpeed for her Journey; 
_ expreſſing great joy, that either her Company or her Ser- 


vice ſhould be eſteem'd needful to the King; but as ſhe was | 


upon the way, and within half a Days Journey of London, 
her Foot juſt ready to ſlip into the Snare, ſhe received Ad- 
vice both of the King's deſperate Eftate, and of the Dukes 
Defign againſt her. Whereupon ſhe returned in haſte to 


her "Houle at Houſden, where in a ſhort time ſhe heard how 


unprofitable her Journey would have been to her, had ſhe come 
lo London. | 5 


And now the good King having long wreſtled with a lin- 


ging and tormenting Sickneis, at laſt his Spirits yielded to 


the 


9 


| | t there was no 
need of admiring at it, by thoſe that conſider d who twas 
that preſided at the Council-Table. Indeed moſt ſuſpected 


85 called again; who ſeeing the 
King in ſuch a ſad Condition, departed from him with a 


King ED WARD the Sixth. © 2133 
the Motion of his Diſcaſe;z which as he endüret with gfedg 


t well, let. me now preſent him with a Novelty, in the Account. 
1 f the Death of King Edward the Sixt. 
f King Edward Died at Greenwich on Iburſday the Sixth of 


435% 


3 J 
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2 able and Calamitous Life , and receive me among the, 


but he departed, - | | 1 
Much might be ſaid in the Praiſe of this Prince, who was 
too good to hve long; and would have been the Phoenix 
of our Engliſh Kings, had he had time to proſecute his In- 
tentions, and mature his Genius; but the Sun did in him 
ſhine too bright in the Morning: GOD gave England only 
the Repreſentation of a good King, but we did not thank. } 
fully receive him; and therefore GOD: in Judgment would ' 
not let us be bleſt with him long. Yet in his ſhort Reign 
Religion began to Revive, Liberty to bud fortk, the People 
to peep out of their Graves of Slavery and Bondage, and 
| | | | to 


1 
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to have their Blood freſh, and Bluſking in their Cheeks. 
And as for thoſe who were the Difturbance and blemiſſi of | 


his Reign, (and to whom, by being in his Minority, he 
was foro d to be ſabje& ) we ſhall ſce the next Reign wilt 
bring them to their deſerv'd Puniſhment, and fling down 
all their Babel-Building in a Moment. To conclude, I need 
give this Excellent Prince no other Blogy than what was 
given him by Cardan, a famous kaliar Philoſopher, who' a. 
bout a year before his Death travelling through England 
towards Scotland, was admitted into his Preſence, (the King 
being a great Lover of all Learned Men.) Let us hear then 
What Cardan ſays of him, in his Book de Geniturus 5 who'thus 
deſcribeth the Conference between them. Aderam illi 
We king of the King) Gratiz; Lingus enim multus, 
* collebat Puer, &c. He was ſtored with Graves; for being 
« yet a Child, he ſpake many Languages, for befides his 
Native Engliſh, Latin, and French, he was alſo skilled in 


Greek, Italian, Spaniſb, and perhaps ſome others. He want- 


« Philoſophy, nor Muſick. He was full of Humanity, an 
the reliſh of Morality; of Gravity hefitting Royalty; 

« Hopes as great as himſelf. A Child of ſuch great Wit, 
% and ſuch Expectation, could not be born without a kind of 
« Miracle in Nature: I write not this Rhetorically, with 
< the Exceſs of an Hyperbole; for to ſpeak all the Truth, 


© ed neither the Rudiments of -Logick, the- mene 


« were to ſpeak far more. Being yet but in his Fifteenth” 
<< year, he ſpake Latin as Politely as 1 could. What, faid he, 
s the Subject of your Books De Rerum Varierate ? (Which 


N 
. 


«Thad dedicated to his Majeſty. ) 


* Card. In the firſt Chapter, I ſhew the long hidden, and 


vainly ſought after Cauſes of Comets. 
& King. And what is the Cauſe? 


card. The Concourſe and Meeting of the Lights of the 


© Exxatick Stars. | 


«Xing. But being the Planets are moved with ſeveral' 


«Motions, how comes it to pals, that the Comer doth not 


ee either -preſeritly diffolve and Scatter, or move with their 


„ motion ? 


Card. It moves indeed, but with a far ſwifter motion 
„than the Planets, by reaſon of the Diverſity of the Aſpect; 


& as we (ce in Chryſtal and the Sun, when a Rain bow re- 


„ pounds upon a Wall; for a little Change, makes a great 


difference of the Place. 


« King, But how can that be done without a Subject? 


por the Wall is the dubject to the Rain · bow. 


Card. As in the Galaxy, or Milky-Way, and in the Re- 
+. fletion of Lights; when many Candles lighted are ſet 
4 near one another, they do produce a certain lucid or bright 
*%" means —— You may know the Lion by his Paw. For his 
n Ingenuous Nature and Sweet Conditions, he was great in 


cc the : 
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«< the Expectation of all either Good or Learned Men. He 15 
5 WF b<gan to favour Learning before he could know it; and 
ki ke it before he knew-what uſe to make of it. Q how... 
or “ true. is that. aying, EI 


ummolicis brevis eſt & tas, et rara Senefus e 485 
Immoderate Gromt bs are ſeldom Aged found. 


* He could give you only a Taſte of his Vertue, not an 
%“ Example. When occaſion requir'd a Majeſtick Gravity, 
« you ſhould ſee him act an Old Man. In his Aﬀability and 
“ Mildneſs, he ſhew'd his Age. He played on the Lute, ac- 
ce dug zimſelf to Puhlick Affairs, was Liberally Dif- 
<< poſed, Sc. So far Cardan. As to his being Liberally Biſ- 
pos d, which is the laſt thing Carden mentions, I need ſay no 
more than referr the Reader to Chriſt-Church Hoſpital, Bride- 
Well, and St. Thomas. bis Hoſpital in Southwark ; which wilt 
ſufficiently ſpeak his Praiſe; being Three ſtanding Tefl-- 
monies both of his nificence and Charity, Alb his - 
quirements. by: Induftry, were exceedingly both enriched and 
inlarged by many Excellent Endowments of Nature. For in 
Diſpoſition he was Mild, Gracious, and Pleaſant, of an ad- 
mirable Underftanding, and Beautiful in Body, but eſpecially 
| in his Eyes, which {eemed- to have a Starry Livelineſs and 
: Luftre in them. In a word he really was, what Carden re- 
| ported of him, A Miracle in Nature. His Corps was in- 
terred at "Weſtminſter, near to his Grandfather: Henry: the 
Seventh: And his Name will Survive, as a moſt: Redolent 
Perfame to all Succeeding Ages. 8 
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X IAR V, the Elleſt Daughter... of King Henry the Eighth, 
| 1 by bu fir Wife Katharine a 3 l ; 1 
Brother Edward. Jis true, the. Lady Jane Gray, mentioned. in 12 
the former Reign, was Proclaimed Queen befbre ber, by Virtue of 
the late Kings Will, but as it proved, ſhe bad but the Shadow of a | 
Crown, and Mary. had the Subſtance, who came to the Throne by | 
the Right eee Norfolk and Suffolk were the firſt that 
embraced ber Interef#, and the firſt that ſmarted for it. Being a 
Bigotted Princeſs, ber main Application, after ſhe got the Crown, 
was to reſtore Popery with a Vengeance,-and Explode the Refor- 
mation, which.ſhe brougbt to paſs in ile ſpace of. eighteen Months. 
Inſomuch that for. ſome Tears the Kingdom blazed every Tear with 
Burnt Sacrifiees: Amongſt which four Biſhops, and at laſt Arcb- 
biſhop Cranmer, ended their Lives in thoſe Popiſh Flames, their 
Zeal out. ſbining thoſe Flames in which they expired. This Fiery 
Perſecution was carried on principally by Stephen Gardiner Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, now made Lord Chancellor, and-the Queens great 
Favourite, and Bloody Bonner ( for ſo he was called) Biſhop of 
London, both of 4 revengeſul Spirit, and cruelly imbittered againſt 
Proteſtantiſm, Upon # Civil Account alſo many great Perſons 
ſuffered Death, as the Duke of Northumberland, the Lady Jane 
ray, the Dube of Suffolk her Father, the Lord Guilford her 
Hmband, am bis Brotber, the Lord Thomas Gray. The Lady 
Elizabeth, whom the Popiſh Party caB:d, The Hope of Here- 
ticks, was alſo taken into Cuſtody, and made a Priſoner for above 
4 Twelve-month, before her Innocence could procure her Liberty. 
To get an Heir for the Crown fit for their Turn, a Marriage mas 
concluded between the Queen, and Philip of Spain: Which occa- 
froned an Inſurreclion, headed by Sir Thomas Wiat, the Miſcar- 
riage whereof was imputed to his loſs of time, King Philip having 
War with France, tbe French loft St. Quintin, and the Englilh » | 
the Key of France, Calais, which had been in the Hands of ibe 
Engliſh above 200 Tears. * Which Loſs Queen Mary took ſo much 
10 Heart, that ſhe died upon it, November 17. 1558, baving lived 
So | Forty 


4 


* 


— 


| Queen MARY theFirſl. 239 
Forty three Tears, and reigned Five Tears, four Months, and eleven 


Days, Thus far her General Hiſtory. | 
ler Secret Hiſtory 1 with ker Reign, for from the 
firſt hour that fhe heard of King Edward's Death, ſhe carried 
on a Secret Deſign againſt both the then Eftabliſhed Reli- 
gion, and Laws ot the Kingdom. She was the moſt Bigotted 
Papift upon Earth, and really believed, that in Burning the 
Proteftants ſhe did GOD good Service, and was'rather a Fury 
than a Woman. But Englands Unthankfumeſs for the Mercy 
of the laſt Reign, had proyoked the Almighty to ſend this 
Woman as a Scourge amongſt them; and that thoſe whoſe 
Ambition then no Limits could contain, might now reap the 
juſt Reward of their 6wn Doings. And that this may be the 
more Perſpicuous, it will be necefſary to take à brief Survey of 
the Actions of this Reign, from the Death of King Edward, to 
the Death of Queen Mary. | 8 
We haye ſhewed in the latter end of King Euward's Reign, 
the Secret Practices of the Duke of Northumberland againſt the 
Lady Mary, and of her having ſome Intelligence thereof, 
when ſhe was very near being taken in the Snare, ſhe there“ 
fore ſuddenly returned back again, not thinking it ſafe to ahjde 
in London, where her Enemies were in their full Strength. 
And therefore pretended a fear of the Plague, by reaſon of the 
Suſpicious, Death of one of her Houſchold, ſhe ſuddenly de- 
parted from Sr. Edmund's-Bury, and came in one day to Fro- 
ming bam · Caſi le in Suffolk, being diſtant from London Fourſcore 
Miles, and ſeated near the Sea, from whence, if things an- 
ſuered not her Expectation, ſhe might make an eaſie ſcape 
into France. Here (having notice of her Brother's Death) 
ſhe took upon her the Title of Queen, and ſent Letters to 
her Friends, and the Nobility, wiſhing them ſpeedily to repair 
tot nb; 33 ef C208. TREE VAR 
In the mean time, Northumberland having for two days to- 
gether conſulted with bis Friends how he might beit manage 
the great Buſineſs that now lay upon his hand, the King's 
Death being not yet published, ſent an Order to the Lord 
Mayor of London, to repair forthwith to Greenwich, with fix 
Aldermen, and twelve Citizens of chieteft Account. To them 
he declares the Kings Death, and the Acceſſion of the Lady 
Fave to the Crown, shewing at the ſame time the Kings 
Teſtament, under the Great Seal, importing the Settling of 
the Crown on her and that Family. And cauling them, partly 
by Threatnings, and partly by Promiſes, to Swear Allegiance 
to the Lady Jane, with a ſtrict Command, that they should 
not yet divulge theſe Secret Faſſages. How much it would - 
tend te the facilitating his Affairs, to affure himſelf of the 
City, he very well underftood. . And as for Suppreſſing the 
Report of the Kings Death, he thought he might thereby the 
more cafily ſurprize the Lady Mary, who might yet be Tecure, | 
5 — e 169 — r a ann n 2 f {3s 7 a8 
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as not having any notice of her Brother's Death. But under- | rhe 
ſtanding that ſhe had made an Eſcape. into Suffolk, the Lady | 
Fane was almoſt by all the Peers of the Realm conducted to 
the Tower, and with great Solemnity publickly Proclaitned | 
Queen. She was of Age abont Sixteen, in the Bloom 'of her 
Youth, incredibly Learned, of a quick Apprehenfion, and 
Wiſe both above her Sex and Age: Very much devoted to 
Religion, eſpecially the Doctrine of the Reformed Church, 
in the Purity of it; and ſo far from deſiring this Advancement, 
that ſhe began her ſhort Reign with Tears: Manifeſting to 
the World, that ſhe was forced, by the Ambition of her Pa- 
rents and Friends, to this high but dangerous Aſcent. 
At her going through the City toward the Tower, the 
Concourſe of Ftople was great, but their Acclathations but 
few, as if they were more ſurprized than affected therewith ; | 
which the Friends of Queen Mary looked. on as a happy Omen, 
and were thereby incouraged to aſſiſt her, as opportunity 
| ſhould offer. But the Preſence of Northumberland, a Man 


1 her Brother King Edward, they would ftand by her, and 
ert her Right: which ſhe there ſolemnly promiſed ſhe would 
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ther Reaſon, That the Terror of his Name would do more 
goad againſt her Enemies, than the Duke of Suffolk could do 
either by Strength or Counſel; an inſtance whereof, was ſuffi- 
ciently {een in his ſubduing the Norfolk, Rebels in the late 
Kings time. And who could ſhe think would be a more Faith- 
ful Proteftor of her Royal Perſon, and in the ſettling of her 
preſent Affairs, than ker on Father? And that therefore it 
was not convenient that he ſhould be ſent away. And for any 
thing elſe that might happen near home, all the Council were 
ready to order it, according to their wonted Care and Faith- 
fulneſs. Theſe Arguments were. plauſible enough, and cun- 
ningly concealed their Secret Deſign, which was to get rid of 
the Duke of Northumberland, of whom they all ſtood in '{@ 
much Awe, that they knew not how to act any thing while he 
was there. "th 8 e hs 
However, Lady Fane being won by theſe Arguments, per- 
ſuaded the Duke of Northumberland to take the Command of 
the Army upon him: To which, tho” very ynwillingly, he 
at laſt condeſcended; for having a long Head, he was fearful 
of what afterwards fell out in his abſen ce. 4 
The Forces being levied, which conſiſted of about 6000 
Men, on the 13th of July, the Duke ſet out from London. 
And to ſhew, as an Omen of his future Succeſs, how little he 
was beloved, as he was going along, be turned to the Lord 
Gray, who was preſent with him, and ſaid, Do you ſee what 
4 Mulritnde are flołłk d together to rhis fh? And get amongſt ſor 
great a Multitude, you cannot bear one pray for our good Sueceſs- 
in the Buſineſs we are going-abont. And the truth is, as nobody! + 
pray'd for his good Succeſs, ſo neither had he any: For he being 
gone, the Lords he left behind, that waited only for ſuch a 
Opportunity, declared themſelves. ſoon after for the Lady: 
Mary, and proclaimed her Queen, taking Poſſeſſion of the 
Tower, and ordering the Duke of Suffolk, laying aude all Ex- 
cuſes, to appear inſtantly before the Council. The Duke per- 
ceiving how things were carried, went into his Daughter 
Jane's Chamber, and removing the Robes and Princely Ornas 
ments, told her, She muſt now lay aſide all Royalty; and 
adviſed her not to take it grievoully, that ſhe muſt now: re- 
turn home, and live a Private Life, To which, the incom- 
parable Lady made this Reply: Sir, The Meſſage which you now: 
bring me, it much more apreeable to me, than my forced Aduunce- 
ment t0 Foy, which 1 only accepted out of Obedience to Tou and. 
my Mother, diſpleaſing my ſelf, thas I might pleaſe ou. But in 
this I willingly obey you, and relinquiſh the Crown, not only with 
. Teſpe@ to our Command, bit as it i that which ſuits with m] 
omm Inclination, 7 wal thetefore endeavour to ſalve tboſe Faulrs. 
I bave been made to commit, if at leaſt ſo great an Error may be 
ſaved by 4 willing Reſignation, and ingenuous | Acknowledgment.” 
Having faid theſe words: to her Father, ſhe retired into ler 
Cloſet, being more ſolicitous how ſhe miglit ſave her pans j 
„ if 0 8 OW. gs 8 
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he was too) in the Tower, ready to be tranſlated (as after- 


Scaffold to a Kingdom. again. For ſhe ſuffered. not ſo much 


Topery might be utterly aboliſhed, declared when he came to 
Judicious think he had not done, had not ſome Promiſe of Laie 
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than troubled for leaving of the Crown. After this the Dube 
of Suffolk went to the Council, and there Subſcribed. to the oft 


ü.“ on 0 e laſt 
We have heard how all the Duke of /N#rthumberland's deep- as | 
hid Deſigns were unravelled at London: Let us ſee what b 
Sucteſs he had in the Country, and we ſhall find that but little wh 
better: For Sir Edward Haſtings, - Brother to the Earl of up 
Funtingdon, having a Commiſſiom from the Duke for the up 
raiſing of 4000 Men, he levied the Men, and ſtraightway * 
employed them for the Aſſiſtance of Queen Mary. And the Gr 
Duke having made ready Six great Ships, to intercept Mary's liv 
Paſſagey in caſe ſhe ſhould fly to the Law · Countries; the Sailors lyi 
and Souldiers'on board, came aſhore at Tarmouth, and yielded 9 
up themſelves to ſerve Queen Mary, with all their Ordnance 01 
and War-like Proviſions. F die 
- Northumberland finding by this, how things were like to go, Pr 
hoping to ſave his own Stake, turned about himſelf, and was 7 
ſo forward in his Apoftacy, that he baſelyquits his being * 
General for Queen Jane, to make himſelf a Herald to Queen 
Mary, Proclaiming her Title at Cambridge, as ſoon almoſt as Q 
the other Lords had done it at London. So apprehenſive are * 
thoſe who have ſuch an Enemy as Guilt within them, of the | 5 
Terror ot their Enemies without them. And now it appeared 1 
how Ominous it was for the Innocent Lady Fane to have been f. 
brought, as ſhe was, in tate to the Tower. But as ſhe. + 
offered Violence to her own Inclinations, out of Obedience 6 
to thoſe of her Father and Mother, ſo the Aſſumption of that k 
Temporary, was in order to the Entithng her to a more laft- F 
ing Glory, Heaven having fitted her to be a Saint, rather than . 
-a.Queen, making uſe of her Exaltation to haſten the Fall of 
her Ambitious Father-in-Law: Shewing her the Vanity of all y 
Worldly Greatneſs, by the Brevity of that of her own, which : 
laſted not ſo long, as tis reported a Dream of one did but a 1 
little before. (For there is a Story of one Foxley,a Pot-maker 
to the Mint in King Hen the Eighth's time, that flept 14 | 
days together, and no body could wake him, no not with | 
Pinching or Burning.) Whereas ſhe came to her ſelf in leis | 


than ten days, and then, poor Lady, found her ſelf (where 
wards ſhe was) from a Kingdom ro a Scaffold, and from a 


for any Crime of her own Ambition, as fot not reſiſting that 
of others; having this Aggravation of her Afffiction, to ſee 
her Husband, and the Duke his Father, Executed before her, 
who both died for the ſame Fault, bug not with the ſame Faitn 
as ſhe did. For the Duke that hal therefore importuned 
King Edward to give her this Fatal Honour, to the intent that 


die, that he himſelf was a Roman Catholickz which the mot 


: upon | 


aud . 45 ale - a. 
A upon condition of Turning, deceived. him at the very inſtant | 
, of his Death; whereby Queen Mrry was quit with him at the 
WF 1aft; tho' ſhe could not deal with him in the firſt place. For 0 

as he was reputed to have had no Faith whilft. he lived, ſo 


: by nis abrupt Apoſtacy, he was judged to have no Religion 
* when he died. There is this farther Remark may be made 
2 upon him, That as he ſuffered under the very ſame Fate, and 


| upon the very ſame Block, that the Duke of Jomerſet did, ſo 
5 | *cwas his hap to be laid under the very ſame Stone, in the ſame, 
Grave, where they now lie fide by fide, as good Friends that 
living were irreconcilable ' Enemies,  Two' Headleſs. Dukes \ - "BY 
lying between tuo Headleſs. Queens, each as tar divided in 
Religion, as they were in their Affections. But thus much 
for the fatal Cataſtrophe of Northumberland s boundleſs Ambi- 
tion; How much Blood did he ſpill, to bring about his Wicked 
Purpoſes? And having deſigned to Entail the Crown in his 
Family, he only Enta iled upon his Family the ſame Deſtruction 
which he juftly brought upon himſelf 
Eight Weeks and upwards paſt between the Proclaiming of 
| Queen Mags and the Calling of her firſt Parliament; during 
which time the two Religions were publickly Permitted with 
equal Indulgencę : For tho the Popiſh Religion was aboliſhed 
by Law, yet it ſeems the claimed a Diſpenſing Power, (as a 
late Succeſſor of hers alſo did) and the Papiſts to be ſure were 
forward enough of themſelves, to ſet up their own Idolatrous 
Worſhip, | without asking leave, as long as they knew the 
Queens Mind. So that now the Divine Service being ſo 
blended with Superſtition, that, as one obſerves, the State of 
England before her Perſecution, was not much unlike that of E 
the Fews after theirs, who preſently upon the Captivity took | 
a Midway between Hebrew and Aſbdod; for on the ſame day | 
that Maſs was ſung in the Quire at Weſimiſter,. the Engliſh 
Service was ſung in the body of the Church. And the tuo 
Religions being thus brought to confront each other, no won- 
: der if the Priefts of each Perfwaſion juſtled for Precedence 4 
| the Proteftants being back d by the preſent Laws, the Papiſts 
by the Prerogative; Theſe encouraged by the Queens Opis 
nions, the other by her Promiſes. : But as in the cloſe of Day, ll 
Light and Darkneſs contending for Superiority, ſeem equally, g 
match'd, till in the end the latter prevails; ſo happened it 
now upon the Death of King Edward: For the Religion he 
cſtabliſhed being different from that of Queen Mary, the Que- 
ſtion was, Which muſt take place, and become the Religion 
of the State? For Queen Mary knowing her Obligations to 
the Loyal Proteſtant Gentry of Suffolk aud Norfolk, who were 
the firſt that ſet her up, she was not ſo forward to declare her 
ſelf after she came to the Crown, as she was before; for tho 
She was determined in her ſelf what to do, yet she was willing | 
ro palliate the matter; ſecretly deſigniag to acquit her ſelf of _ 
het Promiſes by calling à Parliament, who should take tne A 
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Odium of the Change she intended to make, upon themſelves. 


-% 


Making way to the Introducing of Popery by a General Par- 
don, which had ſo many Exceptions in it, that thoſe who moſt 
wanted it, could receive no Benefit thereby. 3 
The Queen being now ſeated on her Throne, and in no more 
of Rivals, there wanted nothin g to compleat her, Feli- 
city, but that she knew not her own Happineſs. The Pro · 
| had shewed their Loyalty in aſſiſting and helping her 


into the Throne, and there being no fear but that the Papiſts 


* 


were for her, What should hinder from being happy and be- 
7 


loved of Both? But she choſe a Popish Coun 


the Good of the Kingdom, or the Quiet of the Queen., And 
jeans, rag a Pretence of Religion, engaged her in the 


Perſecution that ever was known under any Chriftian 


zovernment, cauſing her to shed more Blood, altho* she 


reigned only five Years, four Months, and ſome odd days, 


than was ſpilt by thoſe two great Tyrants, Ricbard the Third, 
and her own Father, putting both together, there dying in 
this Queens Reign, for Religion only (beſides thoſe that ſuf- 
fered on Civil Accounts, no leſs than three hundred, whereof 
one was an Archbiſhop, four Biſhops, and twenty one Divines 
of Note. The Iſſue of which vaſt; Effufion of Blood, was only 


this, That she lived in 1 ae Inquietude all her days: 


For as she was obſtinate to reſtore the Pope*s Authority, con- 
trary to the Promiſe she had made to thoſe who firſt ſet her 


5 up; being perſwaded both by the Priefts that ruled her, and 
t 


ie Principles of her Religion, That she had no ſuch way to 
manifeſt her Faith, as by the Breach of it. So she cut out ſo 


much matter for ies, by the Violence she offered both 


Pease, all her days. 


to Conſcience and Intereſt, that she had little Reſt, and no 


9 ” 


However, the Queen being of the Age of Thirty ſeven, now 


thought ĩt was high time for her to Marry, that by having an 
Heir, she might perpetuate the Secret Deſign she had of In- 
tailing Popery and Slavery upon us, and thereby deſtroy ing 


both our Sbuls and Bodies, and leaving us without a Remedy. 


Having therefore reſolved to Marry, the great Queſtion was, 
Who should be her Husband ? There were three Matches pro- 
poſed for her. The firſt was Philip of Spain, Son to the Em- 
peror Charles the Fifth; The ſecond, Cardinal Pool, and the 
third, the young Marqueſs of Exeter. To each of which, .as 
therewere ſome Motives to draw her Affections, ſo there were 


_ many Arguments to diſſwade her from them. Thoſe that had 


2 Sirangets The Second, That being Native, of Spain, be 
FM S173 3 Leet . 7472 * ES a RS probably 
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reſpett to the Settlement of the Kingdom, thought Philip the 
fitkeſt Match, as being a Puifſant. 6% rare rb 4 — | 
many great Allies, and who had as great an Enmity to the 
Trench (the only Enemy England ought to fear) as they them- 
felges; hut agafnſt him, the firſt Objettion was, That he was 


| | who more 
regarded the gratifying of their own Paſſion, than they did 
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probably might by this Match, bring England into ſome dans. 
ſt ger of Subjektion to that Kingdom. And laſtly; That there 
| was ſomewhat of Indecency, not to ſay Inequality; in reſpeck 
e of his Perſon, for indeed, it ſeemed ſomewhat ſtrange, that 
ſhe ſhouid be the Wife of the Son now, who thirt) Neats be- 
fore ſhould have been Wie to the Facher. Thoſe that ſtood 
for the Cardinal, urged his Love to his Country, and che 
Love the Country had for him; in reſpect of his great Sangi- 
mony and Wiſdom, which rendered him particularly accepta- 
ble to the Queen; then for his Dignity, he was not much in- 
ferior to Kings, and by his Mother deſcended ftom Kings ; 
and for his Age, it was more agreeable to that of the Queens, 
than. that of either of the other two. But there was one thing 
ſpoil'd all, for the principal End of Marriage being Procrea- 
tion, he fell under an Exception not to be anſwered, as being 
a Batchellor of near Sixty four Vears old, and ſo needed A 
Nurſe rather than a Wife. The Youth of the Lord Courtney; 7 
; being a brisk Cavalier, and by Birth as well as the beſt 100d | 
of England and France could make him, gave him the Prefe- 
rence above the Cardinal: But there was alſo an ugly Ob- 
ection againſt him, for ſome of the Queens Fund odjectedz 
Not only that he loved Popularity more than ever he coul 
be brought to love the Queen, but that he as alſo too muc 
tinctured with Lutberaniſm, to be her Bedfellow. And after 
they had ſaid that, there needed no more to be ſaid againſt 
nim, for had he been as Charming as an Angel, yet if he had 
melt of the Proteſtant Hereſie, ſhe would have rejected him. 
So that by a general Vote, they carried it for King Philip; as 
well to take off all Exceptions by the Diſparagement of Marry- 
ing a Subject, as thoſe incredible Advantages it brought along { 
with it to Eagland, in fully reſtoring and ſupporting the Power 
of the Pope, and Entailing Slavery upon us for ever. Beſides 33 
which Topping Ad vantages, there was alſo. the Addition of = 
the Netherlands and Buigandy to be for ever a Member of the  - 
Imperial Crown of this Realm, in caſe of Iſſue betwixe 
But how much ſoever the Queen was taken with the imagined 
Advantages of her Match with King Philip, it appears that 
many of her Subjects were of another Mind, believing the Spa- | 
niarqs would r e e 8 of all, and ingroſs into 1 
their on hands, the free Managing of all Affairs, and aboõ'õ 1 
 liſhing our Ancient Laws and Conftitutions, would impoſe an 2 
© "intolerable Yoke upon us, as a Conquered Nation ; every one "0 
complaining either from a Senſe ot the Preſent, or a fear of 
the approaching Evils: Some blaming the Queens Actions, 
others complaining of the Change of Religion, contrary to 
her Promiſe made to the Suffolk Men: Some lamented the 
Caſe of the Lady Fane; who for an unvoluntary Crime; had 
been eruelly Condemned to an ill :deſerving Death: Some 
were ſwayed by Pity; ſome by 3 of 8 
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moſt by the fear of a Spaniſb Servitude. No wonder then, 
that in ſuch a general Diſcontent, the glowing Coals ſhould 
at laſt break out into a Flame, as it did by the Riſing of 
Sir - Thomas yt a Kentiſh Knight, who had engaged the 
Duke of Suffolk and others to act in conſort with him in War- 


wielſbire, and Sir Peter Carew in Devonſpire. 


Sir Thomas having raiſed ſome Forces to oppoſe the Queens 
Marriage, to put the beſt Gloſs upon his Undertaking, that 
the Matter would bear, ſpreads abroad this Declaration, 


bat mm the Queen, relying. too much upon the Advice of bad .. 
Counſellors, b 


ad lately done, and did daily endeauour many things 
prejudicial to the Eſtate of the Realm; That therefore, to prevent 


farther Inconveniencies, thoſe Counſelors mus be removed, and 


others ſubſtituted, who ſhould ſo manage the Eſtate, as ſbould an- 
ſwer the Truſt repoſed in ſuch Men, whoſe Loyalty ſhould render 
them more careful of the Publick, than their own. Private Proßt. 


But above all, they muſt endeavonr that ſome Means mult be ujed, 


to impeach tbi determined Match, by which he plainly fore ſaw this 
Free Realm would be oppreſſed with the Miſeries of a moſt lamenta- 
ble Fer vitude; And 4 Flood gate would be opened to let in à perpe- 
tual Current of e : That the Effefl; of their Arms would 
prove very profirable to the Queen ( for whoſe Happineſs he ſhould 
ever Pray) und to the general Good of the Kingdom. + + 


diſpatched with ſome tmall Force, conſiſting, far the moſt part, 
of the Queens Guards; to. reinforce: whom, 500 Londoners 
were the next day ſent down by Water to Graves-End, where 
the Duke expected them; with theſe he reſolves to Encounter 
Mat, who had not yet advanced beyond Rocheſter ; which; 
tho' no way fortified, he intended to make good againſt the 
Duke, and had incamped within the Ruins of the Caftle. 
_Roeh-fter being ſeated upon the Meadway where it falls into 
the Thames, is moſt violent, Ebbing and Flowing like a Streight, 
and is made paſfable by an Arched ftone Bridge of excellent 
Architecture. This Bridge was ſeized by Hyatt s Party, who 
had planted on it ſome Braſs double Cannons, that they might 
impede the Dukes Paſſage. But he, nothing daunted with 


their Proceedings, ſent a Herald to proclaim Pardon to ſuch 
as forſaking Vat, ſhould return to the Queens Obediente; 


reſolving witha), to ſorce the Bridge, and obtain Entrance 
into the City. But he was returned with this Anſwer, That 
they knew not themſelves to be fo far Delinquents, as that 


they ſhould need any ſuch Pardon. Only Sir George Harper 
feigned a Revolt, and made over to the Duke of Norfolł, but with 


a Secret Deſign to perſwade Alexander Bret Captain of thoſe 
P to joyn themſelves with 1/7at, Which he per- 


formed fo effettually, that Bret, whoſe Company made the 

-Vantguard, before he came ſo near the Bridge as to give an 

- + Aﬀault, ſuddenly drawing his Sword, turned about to his Sol- 
ers, and beſpake them thus 


0 


For the Suppreſſing of Wyar, the Duke of Norfolk was 
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© Paliant Country-Men, We now Engage our ſelves in a Cauſe, 
which before we proceed further, would require mature Delibera- 
tion: Ne March, but againſt whom? Are they not our Friends, 
our Fellow-Natives, with whom we ſeek to make a deeper mixture 
of our Bloods ? Have they not taken Arms for the Preſervation 


of the Ancient Glory of the Engliſh Name, and to vindicate our / 
Common Liberties againſt the Inſolencies of the Cruel Spaniards ? 


You whoſe degenerous Spirits can brook the Indignities of Servi- 
tude, continue in 60D Name with hour brave Generals. who 
without doubt well deſerve the Service of ſuch Worthies : As 


for me, (who had rather undergo many of the moſt” torturing 


Deaths, then betray my Liberty to the Spaniard ) I here (happy 
and proſperous may it rove.) inroll my ſelf under Wyat's Colours, 


and am confident ibat ſome of you, out of Affection to your Country, 


will follow my Example, 


Hie had ſcarce made an End of ſpeaking, when they all, 
crying out, 4 Wyat, 4 Wyat, turned their Cannon againft 


their Fellows, who followed in the Rear; which unexpected 


Revolt, ſv terrified the Duke of Norfolk, the Earl of Arundel, 


and Sir Henry Fernegam Captain of the Guard,who followed the 


Duke in this Expedition, that they inftantly betook them- | 


ſelves to flight; the remainder of that ſmall Army, pre- 
ared themſelves according to the Example of their Com- 


manders, when Wyar with ſome Horſe intercepted their flight, 
and ſeized on Eight Braſs Pieces, with all the Dukes Ammu- 
nition. Then uſed he ſome Perſwaſions to prevert their 


Loyalty: Profeſſing withal, that if any one would be an 
Inſtrument of his own Miſery by aſſiſting the Queen, he 
ſhould have free Licenſe to depart z defiring all ſuch, that 
they would certify all Men, but eſpecially her Majeſty, That 
Wyar, calling GOD and Man to Witneſs, did proteſt, That 
he took not Arms any way to prejudice her, but to maintain 
the Liberties of his Country inviolate againſt Foreign Ma - 
Chinations. Whereupon the Five Hundred Londoners, many 
of the Guard, and the greateſt part of the headleſs Army 


forthwith joyned with Hat; who now upon confidence of 


his Forces, reſolved to make ſpeedily for London. = 
Whilft Wyar thus Acts his part in Kerr, the Duke of Suffolk, 
who with his Brothers, the Lord Fob» and Lord Leonard 
Gray, leaving London, did every where incite the People to 
take Arms againſt the Spaniard ; but having no Succeſs there- 


in, and the Duke knowing he had waded too far to hope for 
2 Second Pardon, he endeavour'd to Eſcape by Flight: But 


the Earl of Huntington ſent by the Queen with 300 Horſe 
to take him, made him alter hi; Reſolution. The Dukes 


Company conſiſted not of above 50, with. which ſmall Num- 


ber, in a County that no way favoured his Proceedings, to 
oppoſe the Earl, was deſperate Madneſs. Therefore diſtri- 
buting his Meney amongſt them, he feigns a flight, and ad- 


viſeth his Brothers and the reſt to diſperſe themſelves. Ha- 
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ving thus freed himſelf from the Eyes of all Obſervers, he 
ſecretly committed himſelf to the Truft of one Underwood, 
whom he had formerly made his Ranger at 4ſbly. But Be- 
nefits oblige not ſordid 2 ignoble Minds, which either 
through Mercinarineſs or Timidity, treacherouſly fail in their 
repoſed Truſt. Such did this Underwood prove; who havin 
promifed for a while to ſhelter his Lord, until he ſhould 
meet with ſome mere favourable . othetwiſe to 
diſpoſe of himſelf ; he either out © 


fear, or hays of Re- 
ward, betrayed him to the Earl of Huntingtan; by whom, with 


a Guard of 300 Horſe, he was brought to London, and com- 
Mitted to the Tower. FF 93 4 4 8 8 
In the mean time the Queen, being, jealous of the Lon- 
doners, eſpecially ſince Brer's Revolt; went into the City, 
attended by moſt of the Nobility, and came to Guild-Hall, 
where the Commons of the City were Aſſembled in their 
Liveries ; to whom ſhe declared her Mind in the manner 
following: 3 EG „„ Tho „ 
Alibo we doubt not of your Loyalty, and ſo need nor give 
an Account q our Actions; yet having Intelligence that many 
ſeduced by this Arch-Traytor's gay Pretests, do ſecretly fa- 


your tis deſigns : We bave therefore Condeſcended, ibat We | 


might give SatisfaGion 10 all, 10 this Days Meeting. As, for 
Wyat, Our Marriage with tbe Infant of Spain, ts, tbat for- 
| footh, that muſt cover all bis Villanies; But bis Aftions diſ- 

cover his deeper Practices: For baving now ſomewhat in · 
creaſed bis Numbers, bis Madneſs bath ſo tranſported bim le- 
yond the diſlike of Our Match, that be now. reſolves on the 


Cuſtody of Our Perſon, and abſolute Power of Removing, Re- 


raining and Puniſhing ſuch of Our Council as be ſhall. think 


this great Air of our Marriage, We bave done 


nothing but by the Advice of Our Peers: We baue lived ibe 
greate part of Our Age ſingle; neither do We now ſo long 


for 4 Husband, but that, if the Eftate of Our Realm think 


it convenient, Ne will ſiill continue. Our Virgin Eſtate, | For 


" That I ſhould ſeek to indanger England, and to confound al 

things by an Unfortunate Match, the love of Our Native Soil, 
the long knowledge of our Peaceable Diſpoſition, and oun En- 
deavours for your good, will perſwade you to tbe comrary, Per. 
fiſt therefore in your Loyal Reſolutions, and Aſſiſt us in Execu- 
ring Our due Revenge on theſe Monflers of Men, who Con- 


ſpire to tate away the Head which was ordained 10 guide 


them, and 0 ſuffer with. them. Neither are Our demands o- 
ther than We may reaſonably. expe# from you, wbo ſo Ma- 
turely, ſo ' Unanimouſly admitted of Our Governmem ; as 
22 us tbe undoubted Succeſſor to Our Royal Father and 

% 1 33) AP i Bet 
Ide Queen in this Speech, by exciting the Citizens to aſſiſt 
her in Executing her Due Revenge on thoſe Manſters:of len, 
as ſhe. was pleas d to ſtile them, ſhews her ſelf not a little ot 
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a Vindictive Temper ; neither does ſhe at all promiſe to go- 
vern them according to Law, or to allow them any Liberty 
for their Conſciences, For even then ſhe was reſolved to 
carry on her Perſecut ing Humour. But it ſeems her ſpeech, 
ſach as it was, was enough to confirm the Citizens in their 
Obedience; and therefore Mat miſcarried: For the Queen 
having Armed 500 Men, commits to the Choiceft of them 
the keeping and defence of London - Bridge; a of the 
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reſt throughout the City. Two Days after which, Wyat came 
to London with an Army of three or four Thouſand Men; 
full of hope that having preſent Admittance into the City. | 
he ſhould crown his Aion with the deſired Succeſs: But 
things anſwered not his Expectation; for coming to the 
Bridge he found it cut down, and the Gates ſhut, and made 
good againſt him by Armed Troops; who called out to him 
as a Rebel and a Traytor, and bid him be gone. But for all 
that, he ſtaid two whole Days after in Southwark, hoping that 
time, and the Induſtry of his Secret Friends in the City, 
might work - {ome alteration 3 by which Delay he ruined his 
whole Deſign.” But then perceiving he ſpent his time in vain 
there, he Marched for Xingſton, there to gain a Paſſage over 
the Thames. But the Wooden Bridge there was allo broken, 
and the oppoſite Bank defended by two hundred Men, who 
were quickly ſent away by the very fight of two Pieces of 
Cannon ready to be planted againſt them. So that Hyat 
wafts over his Army on the other ſide, and once more reſolves 
for London, putting all che hopes of his Succeſs" in the Cele- | 
rity of his March; ſo that without ſufferings his Souldiers « 
to repoſe themſelves he makes a round March for London, 
where he hoped to artive before Day, and to ſurprize the ſex. 
cure Queen, by his unexpected coming. And it is more 
than probable that his Deſign even yet had taken Effect, had 
not Heaven decreed otherwiſe : The Proteftant Religion 
was to be further Sealed by the Blood of the Martyrs z and 
the Queen to be removed by no other hand but that of Hea- 
ven; and therefore an unforeſeen Accident, (no more then 
the breaking of the Axletree of the Carriage of one of his 
Pieces of Ordinance, which no Perſwaſions could move a 
to leave behind him and Match on, by which he was kept 
back from coming to London, and tarried Six Hours longer 
then the time he had prefixed, and his Friends expected him) 
breaks all his Meaſures, and blaſts his whole Deſign. His long 
delay about the mending of the Carriage, made many of his 
Followers, (ſeeing things no better managed, and delpairiag 
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of all good Fortune ) to withdraw themſelves, from their 
Colours, and went away, ſo that /yar had not above one half 
of his Forces, left with him. And among the reſt Sit George 
Haper, the Partner of all Hat's Stratagems, finding he bad 
an O nity Rill left to ſave his own fiake, and wipe agay 
the ſtains of Rebellion, and his former diſſembled Revolt, bv 
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a Loyal -Treachery, poſted away to the Queen, and revealed 
the whole Series of hs Projefts.: The Queen amazed at 
the Apprehenſion of this imminent Danger, gives Com- 
miſſion to the Earl of Pembrook for the ſpeedy railing; of ſome 
Forces; and makes him General of the Field, Wyat hearing 
the Earl of Pembrook was in Arms, betook himſelf to a flower 
March, left he ſhould be forced to oppoſe his own Soldiers 
fatigu'd with a long and tireſome March, agaiaft the Earls 

reſn Forces: So that it was near Noon before he approach'd 


the Suburbs, and planting his Ordinances upon a Hill beyond 


St. James's, left there the greateſt part of his ſmall Army to 
guard them. He himſelf with five Enſigns marching to- 
wards Ludgate, and ſending Cutbert Vaughan with two other 
Enfigns towards Weſtminſter, leaving St. Fames's on the left 
hand; by which without doubt he deſigned that by diſtracting 
the Queen's Forces, and terrifying that part of the City, he 
might gain his deſigned 1 with the leſs Difficulty. At 
Charing Croſs, Sir Fobn Gage Lord Chamberlain, with part of 
the Guard, and ſome other Soldiers, made head againſt Myat. 
But at length, whether called back by the Queen for the De - 
fence of her Perſon, (for by reaſon of Vaughan's going to- 
wards Weſtminſter ſhe began to be ſomewhat afraid) or 
whether they were not able to endure the Violence of Vyai's 
Followers ; ſo it was, that they preſently fled away, and with 
all the ſpeed they could got- into the Queen's Palace, filling it 


with Noiſe and Tumult. 


The Earl of Pembrook now ſetting upon the hindmoſt of 
ars Forces, (their Captain, who ftill hafted to get into 
the City, not turning back to reſcue them, a great Number 
of them were ſlain there, The reft Marched on Couragiouſiy 


up Fleetſtreet, crying out with joyful Acclamations, Queen | 
Mary, Queen Mary, GOD. fave Queen Mary, who batb granted 


us our Petitions and Pardons. - At length they came to I udgate, 
"which ( contrary to their Expectations) they find ſhut a- 
gout them, deſiring Entrance in vain, and finding nothing 

t reproachful Imputations and Execrations. So that ſeeing 
there was no Remedy, back they turn the ſame way they 
came, to go to their Fellows whom they had left with their 
Ordinance beyond the Town; till on a ſudden they find 
themſalves every where encloſed by the Earl of Pembrool“s 
Forces. Then Clarencieux King at Arms, coming to Wyat ad- 


 vis'd him to yield himſelf, ſeeing there was no way now to 


Eſcape ; and not go about to redeem himſelf by the Bood of 
fo many Valiant Men, or by puttiag all to the utmoſt hazard, 
and thereby cut off all hope of finding Mercy with the Queen. 
His Souldiers ſeemed: deſperate, and were willing to try it 
out to the laſt Man; but Wyar's Courage now began to fail 

him, ſo that he yielded himſelf to Sir Maurice Berklz, Knight; 
and getting up on the ſame Horſe behind him, was ſo carried 
by k preſently to the Courp. Their Captain being thus 

„ : 


* 
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ed taken, the reſt of them had now no further mind to reſiſt; 
at. W ſome few of them eſcaping by flight, but the reſt being taken, 
n- BW were diſpers*d into ſeveral Priſons. And this was the end ot 
ne MW yas Rebellion, which was an ill-timed Attempt, 1 
ng too early (as that was in the laſt Popiſh Reign.) But 

I he let it alone a little longer, till Queen Mary ſhewed her 
| ſelf more fully in her proper Colours; when the Pope's 
Primacy came to be propoſed, and laboured to be reſtored; 
and Cardinal Pool came over, it might have had another 
Effect, and proved a generous Effort for the reſcuing the In- 
fant Reformation, from the Jaws of Popiſh Tyranny. For 
the Pope had juſt taught the People the way of being Ab- 
ſolved from their Allegiance; and they might inferr it he 
could do it, or it were to be done for the fake of Religion, 
That they might Abſolve themſelves from their Allegiance 
for the good of Religion alſo. 1 Fig e 15 
yat's Inſurrection being thus ſuppreſs*d, the Council be- 
gan to conſult next about the Puniſhment of the Criminals : 
And the firſt that was reflected on, (as being the Original 
ol all this, and for whoſe ſake this Rebellion had been ſet on 
foot) was the Lady Jane Gray; who having been condemned 
on the 13th of November, had her Execution hitherto deferr'd. 
not without hope of Pardon. But now: her Death is judged 
neceſſary to ſecure the Quiet | af the Kingdom, and ſhe muſt 
be offer d up as a Victim to the Publick 1 eace, Whereupon 
Dr. Fecknam Dean of St. Paul's, afterwards. Abbot of I eſt- 
minſter, was ſent to her, to admoniſh her to prepare for 
Death; and withal, to perſwade her to embrace the Romiſh, 
Religion. This ſad Meſſage ſo little moved this Vertuous 
Lady, that ſhe profeſſed. berſelf beund in this. o acknowledge 
| GOD's infinite Goodneſs:. But as for diſcuſſing matters of Con. 
| troverſy in Religion, her time was ſo ſhort, that ſhe could not diſ- 
= pence with the. leaſt loſs of it: That little that was allotted ber, 
| he knew ſhe might + better ſpend in ber Devot ions to Heaven. 5 
Fecknam miſunderſtandiug her, and thinking this Anſwer ; 
proceeded from a Deſire of a longer date of Life, prevails 
with the Queen for three Days more. And returning to 
Lady Fane, certifies her what he had done; beſeeching her 
to hearłken untò him, and to reform her Opinion in point of 
Religion. To whom ſhe anſwered with a ſmiling Counte- 
nance, Alas Sir, It was not my defire that ber Majeſty ſbould be 
troubled with tbe Report of my Words: For think not that I am 
touched with any deſire of prolonging my days: No, 1 am ſo far 
from it, hat ever ſince your departure, Life bath afflited me with | 
its tediouſneſs; and as for Death, beiny wholly intent to the at- 
raining of Life Eternal, I utterly deſpiſe it; and ber ,Majeſties | 
Pleaſure being ſuch, I willingly undergo it. Fecknam again rei- | | 
| terated his Perſwaſions, that ſhe would Embrace the Religion : 
of the Church of Rome. To whom her Replies were ſuch, 
that whoſoever ſhall Read the Conference between them, 
«ti 6 ah a plays 3 4; 48 cann9 
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cannot without amazment wonder kow fo tender an Age, TI 
eſpecially che Sex contidered, ſhonld be capable of ſuch Con- her! 
fancy, Learning, and Divine Wiſdom. Her Husband the WW jenci 
Lord Guilford being firſt to ſuffer, deſired leave to Tee her, Law 
converſe with her, and take his laft farewel; which ſhe would Tit! 
no means conſent to, deſiring him to omit this occaſion to a 
& Grief, rather than Comfort in Death: For they ſhould she 


EE] ſhortly behold each other more really united, in a better the 
"2  - Place, and a more happy State. Yet ſhe ſaw him, without MW fr 
- being daunted; condutted to Tower. Hill, and with the ſame MW - 


Heroick Fixedneſs of Spirit, beheld his Headleſs Trunk, 
when it was brought back to be. interred in the Chappel in 
the Tower. 5 . 7 VE gets 
I being believed that the Death of this Innocent Lady 
would. cauſe a general Diftafte and Diſſatisfaction, it was 
therefore thought good, to decline it as much as might be, 
that ſhe ſhould not be publickly Beheaded. And to that End, 
there was a Scaffold erected within the Tower, on which ſhe 
was to be beheaded: And thither ſhe was brought ſome few 
Hours after her Hushand's Execution: Being led by the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower. As ſhe came forth out of her Chamber 
wherein ſhe was Impriſoned, the Lieutenant intreated her to 
teave him ſome Memorial or other whereby he might remem- 
ber her. Upon which ſhe calld for a Tabte-book, and wrote 
therein three ſhort Sentences, in Greek, Latin and Engliſb, 
wherein ſhe ſignified her Innocence. And altho* ſhe confeſſed 
' ſhe had committed an Error which deſerved Death, yet Igno- 
rance might, among Men, without Prejudice to che Laws, 
fufficiently Excuſe it. At laft, Saluting the People: as ſhe 
went, with a chearful and ſettled Countenance, altogether 
void of Fear, and commending her ſelf to their Prayers, ſhe 
came to the place of Execution, leading Fecknam by the hand, 
= . whom ſhekindly imbraced, ſaying, I beſeech GO D abundantly 
kg - - Ta reward vou for your Xinuneſ! to me; attho* ] muſt needs jay, 
_ I was more unwelcome to me, than my inſtant Death is terrible, * 
Then turning her ſelf to the Standers-by, ſhe.ſaid, I am guilty, 
. vt becauſe I aſpir'd io the Crown, bur becauſe J refuſed it not, 
= offered me 5 and muft leave 4 Memorable Example and In- 
fruition to all Poſterity, That Innocency ex cuferh nor iboſe Action: 
- that teud to the Damage of the Common M cal: For it ſhould ſeem, 
So sbar tbey commit Wickedneſs enough, that ſerve the Ambition of 
| ethers, 100 it be ſore Saint their own Wills, Having ſaid this, 
and implored G O D's Mercy, she, with the help of her 
Waiting-Gentlewoman, diſrobed her (elf of her Gown and 
Neckecloths, and then vailing her Eyes with a Handkerchief, 
; laid down her Neck upon the Block: and the Executioner de- 

_ Hhying to ftrike, she intreated him to make hafte, and per - 
form his Office, ich at he did; the Tears fall 
from many of the Standers-by, and even from thoſe uho h- 

always favoured the Cauſe of Queen MAU 
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"Thus died the Lady Fare, renowned fo? the Greatneſs of 
her Birth, but much more for her Vertue and Interior Excel- 
lenciesz who, by her Obedience to an Ambitious Father-in- 
Law, and an Imperious Mother, took upon her the Fatal 
Title of a Queen, and was preſently ſnatch'd trom the Throne 
to a Priſon, and hurried from a Kingdom to a Scaffold, where 


* 
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the Frowns of Adverſe Fortune, with an unparallelld Con- 
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Execution of Vat and his Adherents, for which end twenty 
pair of Gallews were ſet up in ſeveral parts of the City of 
London for the Terror of others; and upon them Fifty of the 
Rebels were hang'd in two days time, beſides divers others 
who were Executed in the Country; among whom Alexander 
Bret, who cauſed the Londoners to revolt to Sir Thomas What, 
was hang' d in Chains at Rocheſter. But that the Queen might 
make a shew of Mercy alſo, as well as Juſtice, Four hundred 
of Wyar's Followers with Halters about their Necks, pro» 
ſtrating themſelves before her Majeſty, and crying for Mercy, 
were Pardoned, and ordered to be ler at Liberty, . 

And now Henry Gray Duke of Suffolk, and Father to the 
Lady Fane, was publickly Beheaded, a Man who had ſeveral 
good Qualities, but his Facility to By-prattices had occalioned 
all the Troubles wherewith this Reign had been dinxacted: 

Whoſe rash Ingratitude, the Queen having pardoned him be- 
yond ExpeRacion, diverted the Current ot her Clemency to 
his Daughter, and brought himſelf to a Deſerved End. In 
this Man's Death, the Juftice of the Divine Retribution was 
alſo manifefted, he having been an Irreconcilable Enemy to 
King Edward's Uncle, the good Duke of Somerſet, and one 
who was led by the Noſe to Countenance the Duke of Nor- 


. 1 IS 8 
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The Death of this Excellent Lady was followed with the 


she ſuffered for the Offences of others, and yet overcame all 


thumberland in all his Ambitious Projects. Yet was this Duke 


much favoured by the People at the time of his Death, as 
appears by this, That when he deſired the Queen would for- 
ive him the Injury offered her Grace, one Or. Weſton, who 
ood by on the Scaffold, ſaid, The Queen had forgiven him. 
Upon which thoſe that ftood by, ſaid to the Doctor, Such For- 
grveneſs GO D ſend ibee. i e 
The next Turn was Whyar's, who was not Executed till the 
Eleventh of April, whereas the others ſuffered in February, 
The reaſon why his Execution was deferred ſo long, was be- 
caule the Queen would have perſwaded him to detect ſome 


miſe of Pardon, if he would ſo do; and being ſuborned dy 
Gardiner Biſhop of Wincheſter to that end, he accuſed the 1 
Elizabeth, and young Courmey the Marqueſs of Exeter, as if 
the ſaid Courtney, having been refuſed by Queen Mary, aſpired 
to Marry the Lady Elizabeth, and then to depoſe the 

aad fo to reign in the Right of his Wife. Which — 


\ 
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others of the Conſpirators. And Vyat having a kind of Pro. 
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to Priſon 3 Courmey, on the 12th of February, and Elizabeth | 


acknowledge his Crime, and to ſubmit himſelf to the Queens 


cauſed the Lady Elisabeth and Courtney, to be both committed 


on the 18th of March, 'But Myat finding himſelf deluded, 
and being touch'd with the Horridneſs of ſo falſe and trea- 
cherous an Accuſation, going to the place of his Execution, 
deſired the Favour of a few words with the Marquels of Exeter, 
which being granted him, he fell on his Knees to the Mar- 
queſs, and begged his Pardon for that irrepairable Injury he 
had done him, not out of Malice, but defire of Life. The 
Sheriffs of London, and many others then preſent, teſtified the 
certainty of this Acknowledgment. 

But notwithſtanding this Acknowledgment of Wyar's at the 
time of his going to Execution, yet Stephen Gardiner, Lord 
Chancellor, (having an implacable Enmity to the Proteftant 
Religion, and fearing, that if Queen Mary ſhould happen to 
dye, that Flizabeth might fucceed to the Crown) was very 
willing to lay hold of this occaſion to cut her off. And there- 
fore affirmed in the Star · Chamber, and cited the Teſtimony 
of the Lord Chandois, then Lieutenant of the Tower, That 
War, a little before his Death, exhorted the Marque to 


Mercy. Than which nothing could be more Falſe ; for it was 
apparent to all that were at Has Execution, that beſides 
what he had ſaid tothe Marqueſs aboye-mentioned, after he 
was upon the Scaffold, and had no hopes of longer Lite, pre- 
paring himſelf to his Death, he protefted with a loud and 
andible Vvice, That neither the Lady Z1izaberh, nor the Lord 
Courtney, were any ways Acceſſary to his Rebellion. And 
when the fore named Dr. Weſton, who ſtood by as his Con- 
fefſor, urged to him, that he had confefſed other ways to the 
Lords of the Council, he made anſwer,” That what he ſaid 
then, he ſaid; but what he ſaid now, was true: And having 
compoſed himſelf for another World, he did again with lincere 


Proteftations and religious Aſſeverations, acquit the Lady 


Elizabeth, and the Lord Courtney, from being any the leal 
way conſcious to his Practices. However, they were both 


kept in Priſon, only the Lady Elizabeth was removed from 


the Tower to Woodſtock, and the Marqueſs of Exeter to 


Fodringbay. ' 


The Queen and her Council having cleared their way by 


theſe Executions, began now to think of Rooting out Hereſie, 


by Burning the falfly-named Hereticks; and to ſhew the Mer- 
ciful Temper of the Romiſh Priefts,and how willing they were 
to Convince the Hereticks before they burn'd them, a Mock- 


- Diſputation was appointed at Oxford, where Cranmer, Kidley, 


and Latimer were removed, there to diſpute with the Divines 


olf both the Univerſities concerning the Euchariſt. Their Uſage 


was Barbarous, almoft beyond belief, were it not that Popery 


Bas ſufficiently'taught us, that its tender Mercies are Cruelty. 
© "Twodays only were allotted them for their Preparation, and 


2 


Queen MA R the Firſt. 253 
thoſe.two'days they were in ſtrait Cuſtody, in ſeveral either 
Dungeons, or places: little differing, kept from converſi 
with any but their Gaoters; and which is more, from the ute 
of their own papers and Books. And in the Schools, theig 
Behaviour towards them was as Barbarous, as their. Ulage in 
Priſon had been Tyrannical. And yet ſuch was the mighty 
Power of Truth, that all their Adverſaries were not able to 
reſiſt it. The Papiſts beſt Arguments againſt it, being loud 
Shouts and Outcrics, making up in Nolte, what they wanted 
in Weight and Solidity of Argument; many oppoſing one, 
without Order, without Manners, and without Modeſty, On 
the 24th of April, they were brought from the Priſon to 
St. Maries, and commanded to abjure thoſe Truths, which in 
the Schools they had ſo Learnedly defended z which they re- 
fuſing, were declared Hereticks, and condemned to the Fire, 
which was what they dehgned from the firſt; the ſtron 
Arguments for Popery being Fire and Faggot. But the Flames 
that they kindled, made the Truth ſhine ſo much the brighter; 
and the Contempt. of Death theſe Holy Martyrs ſhewed, ren- 
dered their Conftancy the more Illuftrious. For good old 
Latimer could hardly bear the Joy he conceived, that the 
Divine Goodneſs had ſo far honoured him, that he ſhould end 
his long Life (to which Nature muft ſoon put a Period) with 
ſo happy a-Ciole. | . ; 5 

And now Queen Mary begins again to hanker after a Hus- 
band, for all the Blood that the had thed, had not yet 
quench'd the Flames of her Love to King Philip; be ſides, if an 
Heir was wanting, ſhe feared Popery would in a ſhort time 
be at a Leſs; and if she delayed her Marriage any longer, 
she was afraid she should be at a loſs for an Heir. A Parlia- 
ment was therefore Summoned, in which two things were 
propoſed, her Marriage, and Subjection to Rome in Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Affairs: For the Queen could not be ſatisfied, till she had 
totally inſlaved the Nation, and brought again that Yoke 
upon them, which had ſo gall'd the Necks of our Fore-fathers. 
And of this the Parliament (tho' a Popish one) were ſo ſen- 
ſible, that it would not go down ſo glibly as the other 
- her Marriage; which was agreed to upon theſe Con- 
2 Si 5 | E | 

That Philip ſhould not advance any into any Public Office. or 
Dignity, hut ſuch as were Natives of England, and the Queens 
Subjects: That he ſhould admit of a ſet Number of Engliſh into 
bis Houſpold. whom he fhonld uſe reſpettively, and not ſuffer them 

to be injured. by. Foreigners: He ſhould nor tranſport the 
out of England, but at ber Intreaty, nor any of tbe Iſue begotten 
by ber, who-jhould have their Education in the Realm ; and ſhould 
not be ſuffered, but upon Neceſſity, or ſome good Reaſon, 10 go 
out of the Realm 3 nor then neither, but with tbe Conſent of tbe 
Engliſh: The Queen deceaſiag without Children, Philip ſhoull not 
wake any Claim ro the Kingdom, but ſhould leave 1: freely to bim 
| | þ ied 
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10 whom of Right it ſhould belong: That be fhould not Change 
thing in 4 — either Publick or Private, the Immunities, — 
Cuſtoms of the Realm ; but ſhould be Bound to Confirm and keep 
tbem: That be ſhould not Tranſport any Fewels, or any part of tbe | 
Wardrobes nor alienate any of the. Revenues of the Crown: That | 
be ſhould preſerve our Shipping, Ordnance, and Munition, and | 
keep the Caſtles, Forts and Block» Houſes in good Repair,. and well 
7 Manr'd: Laſtly, That this Match ſhou'd not any ways derogate 
| from the League lately concluded between the Queen and the Ri 
of France; but that the Peace berween the Engliſh' and be 
French, ſhould remain firm and inviolate: Ouly it ſbou d be law- 
ful for Philip out of ot /er Kingdoms and Dominions belonging 
to bis Father the Emperour, to ſend Aids unto him, either for pro- 
pelling Injuries, or taking Revenge for any already received. 
All things being thus agr on, the Spaniſb King with a 
Fleet of 160 Sail, arrived in England, at South-hampton ; where 
having refted three days, attended by a great Company of 
the Engliſh and Spaniſh Nobility, came on the 24th of Fuly to 
_ "_— the Queen at Wincheſter, it being a very wet day, the Hea- 
_ 2M vens themſelves weeping at this Wedding: «The deſign of 
| it being the utter inflaving of England, tho' the Divine Pro- 
V | vidence averted the Stroke. The Feaſt of S. James (the 
| | Tutelary Saint of Spain) was deftin'd for the Nuptials , 
which were Celebrated at Wincheſter with great Pomp: And 
there Don Fuan Figueroa did on the behalf of the Emperour . 
reſign the Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, and conferr'd al WM © 
his Right thereto on Philip: And the Heralds Proclaimed . 
5 
a 


their Titles in Latin, French, and Engliſh. The Wedding be- 
ing over, at the beginning of Auguſt the King and Goon 
came to Windſor, where the King was inſtall' d Knight of the 
| Garter: On the Eleventh of Auguſt they came to London, 
where the Citizens received them with moſt Magnificent 
Solemnityʒ. e 5 
bo le Aﬀair of the Marriage being thus conſummated, and 
ON having got a Husband, the next thing is to have 
the Nation Re-Married to the Pope; for which End another 
Parliament began at Weſtminſter , and ſoon after Cardinal 
Pool, who had by King Henry been proclaimed an Enemy to 
the State, arrived in England, with the Title .and Authority 
of a Legate ; fancying to himſelf the double hope of a'King- 
= dom, if not Secular, at leaſt Eecleſſaſtical, by Vertue of his 
"RY Authority Legatine, and the Dignity of Archbiſhop of Canter- 
|- buy. Queen Mary had her Education for ſome years under 
* Margaret Counteſs of Saliabury, the Mother of Pool, who was 
4 | chen a Child; and that by Queen Carhartnes Means, who in- 


: "tended, as it was-thonght to Marry her Daughter the Lady 
Mary to one of the Counteffes Sons, thereby to ftrengthen 
| ber Daughters Chim to the Crown, if Henry ſhould deceaſe 
without other Lawful Iſſue 2 The Counteſs being Daughter 
te George Duke of Clarence, WhO was Brother to ä the 
2 LY e a5 _ Fourth? 
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Fourth. The Cardinal therefore knowing himſelf to be ix 
great Eſteem with the Queen, was confident, if not of the 
Queen by Marriage far the Queen was chen unmarried Þ 
yet at leaft of all Advantages of her Favour. Nor was the 
Cardinal at all deceived; for May having obtained the 
Crown, earneftly ſued to the Cardinal to reſtoxe himſelf- to 
his Country: And the Pope not Ignorant hom much the 
Cardinal would advantage the Apoſtoſick Sec; at the Queens 
Requeſt diſpatched him with moſt! ample” Authority. But 
the Emperour having a Project on foot: for his Son, was 
ſomewhat | jealous of the Cardinal; and therefore began ſe- 


riouſly to treat with Cardinal Dandino, the Pope's Legat with 


him, for the Concluſion. of a Peace between him and the 
French, that he might thereby give a ſtop to Pool, whoſe. 
coming into England, the Emperour's Affairs being not yer” 
ſettled; might Peradventure-make all fly aſunder. Dendino,' 
to gratify Charles, by Franciſco. Commendono, ſends Letters to 
Pogl, adviſing him not to ſet forth as yet; foraſmuch as this 
Legacy undertaken without the Emperour's Conſent, was 
diſpieaſing; and the Engliſh-Nation for the moſt part, "i 
cially — Londoners, did * _ er- the Pope of / 
Rome, that his Legacy. wou Id in Contempt ameongſt 
23 A ns. therefore was not to be Employed unto 
them, until Perſwaſions had brought them to a better Tem- 
Pool having received theſe Letters in his Cloiſter; 
thought it fitting to expect his Holineſs's Pleaſure. But the 
Pope not liking the increaſe of the Emperour*s Greatneſs, by 
the Addition of ſuch Eftates, and fretting that Dandino had 
reſumed to ſtay the Cardinal, he recalled Dundine, and con- 
— on Pool alone the Legacy both into Exgland for the one 
Affair, and to the Emperour and the French for the Treaty of - 
Peace. He willingly undertaking it, prefently ſet forward” 
from Trent, certifying the Emperour and the French, of his 
large Commiſſion. The Emperour — that theſe 
Devices: wou'd be no longer available, ſent Don Fus de Men- 
dog a unto him with Letters, wherein he plainly diſcovered his 
Fear, that the Cardinal's Primature Arrival in England, ' 
might prove an Obſtacle to his Proceedings there, which 
were great agd hopeful: Wherefore it was his defire, That 
he ſhould either there: attend his Pleaſure; or if he would 
needs go further, he might come to Leige, and there expec x 
the Event of his Deſigns ; the Cardinal, upon receipt 6 
theſe: Letters, returns to Dilling (not far from Trent) c 
tifies the Pope of the whole Carriage of the Buſineſs, and 
ſends Expoſtulatory Letters to the Emperour, ſhewing t' - . 
in hat an Indignity it was to the Apoſtolick See, ff 4855 
Holineſs's Legate, ſent upon a. Treaty of Peace, and 
duce a Kingdom to the Obedience of the Church, “ 2h 


diſgracefullß, with contempt to his Holineſs, and ti "it by the 


bmperour's Command, be detain'd in the midſt of 5 


— 


2 


7 
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Divine Domingo Soto, ordinary Preacher to the Emperour, 
was then at Dilling. By him he perſwades the Emperour not 
to hinder this Legation, being it would ſo much hazard the 


Eftate of the Church, but eſpecially of the Kingdom of Eg 


zend. At lengeth with much ado, but not until the Em- 
perour had Intelligence that the Articles concerning his Sons 
Marriage was agreed on, he obtained leave to come to Bruſſels, 
but upon condition that he ſhould reſide there, until the 


Emperour were aſſured that the Marriage between Philip 


and Mary were Svlemniz'd. So to Bruſſe's he came, where 
he ſaluted the Emperour, who received him very Courteouſly. 
And that time might not paſs unprofitably with him, he be- 

gins to put in Execution one part of his Legation; which 
was, to draw the Emperour and the King of. France to ſome 


indifferent Terms of Peate : The Emperour Profeſſing that 


he would not reject Peace upon any reaſonable Conditions; 
the Cardinal goes into France to treat with Henry concerning 


the. ſame thing; who made as fair ſhews as did the Em- 
perour; but the words of both were but the fair Covers of 
Foul Intentions z for their Hearts were Exulcerated with that 


inveterate Hatred, which made all his Pains Fruitleſs. Henry 
at bis departure, embracing him, ſignified the Sorrow he had 


conceived that he had not been ſooner acquainted with bis 
Worth, for had he truly known him, his Endeavours ſhould 


have been totally for his Advancement to the Papacy: + 
A little after the Cardinals return to Bruſſels, came the 


Lords Pages and Haſtings, Ambaſſadors to the Emperour, 
from their Majeſties of England, who. ſignified their joynt 


longing to ſee the Cardinal, and therefore defired he might 


be forthwith diſmiſſed z that by Vertue of his Authority be 


might rectify the Church of England, wonderfully out of 


Tune, by Reaſon of the Schiſm wherewith it had been afflict- 
ed. And upon this News the Emperour's Fears being now 
over, he was permitted to go for England, but was by con- 
trary Winds detained at Calais until November, in which 


Month he arrived at Dover, Being very favourably enter- 
raps, their Majeſties and the Nobles alike ſtriving to mani- 
feſt their Joy. And becauſe he had in the year 15 39, been 


by Parliament declared an Enemy to the State, and by the 


ſame Law. condemned to dye, the Eſtates then Aſſembled in 
Parliament Repealed that Act, and reſtored him to his Blood; 
their Majeflies themſelves coming to the Houſe Extraordi- 
uy for the Confirmation of the Act, before his Arrival at 
* ON 0 1 ' 1274 936 ; 33 f f 5 2 5 5 
And now the Queen's Project for the Reconciling of the 
Nution to the Church of Rome, came on; for a little after 
his coming, both Houſes of Parliament were ſent for to the 


DOoutt; where the Biſhop of Wincheſter, Lord Chancellor, 
having in the Preſegee of their Majefties and the Aﬀembly- 


spoken 


the Enemies of the Church. That great 
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25 and | Proſe pie, were 1 ri and be 15 once. mare bt 8 


as of Gruitude 
to Endeavour the Requital "of this Benefit + whe! 1810 u. Occ, 
appily offered it ſelf: The late Schiſm bat ſepwared them from, 


ie Union of the Church, and made them Exiles. fr " Heaven: 


But now by the e, conferred on him by, the Pope, St. 
Peter's, Succeſſor, Chriſt's Vicar, be would bring. 125 back into 
the Fold of the Church, the ſoſe means of attaining their Celeſtial. 
Heritage. Wherefore he exharted them ing 79 to acknowledge 
the Errors of theſe latter years, and to deteſt them; and with ſincere 
alacrity of Mind to accept of, and retain 15 Benefir, which GOD 
by bis Vicar's Lrgare did profer them. For nom nothing (elſe re- 
mained, but that he being preſent with tboſe Keys. which ſhowd 
en the Gates 8 4 the Church, they ſhould abragate thoſe Laws, 
which, lately Euatted to tbe prejudice. of the Chych, bad. rended 
them from the reſt of, its Body. z 
Having ſpoken a great deal to this purpoce. and ranſack d 
\ntiquity for Examples of our Fore fathers Devgtion tothe Se 
Rome, his ſpecch wrought ſo effeftually on the Minds of 
thoſe who were ad Uke to Popery, that they thought not 
themſelves until this day ble. of 8 alvatiog... But there 
hs many of the Houſe. of | ommons,. 250 were much wiſer, 
nd rightly. judg d it 2 rare Felicity to 3's 5 5 off — 
| * K of Kome, and eagerly. withſtood the Lech ittance .of 
| But by the prevailing. ee King "ind 
Query, „ all things were at laſt compos 5 7% the Canin 
and the Xurhorir PE which the Popes heri e uſurped 
in this Realm, is reſtor- pepe Title of 8 Supream. of the 
Cnutch is Abrogated, aud à Petition, drawn Be the,whale 
Court of Parliament, for the Abſolurion gf e 
Clergy of England. I, Race and Hereſy, 5 the Biſnop 


of Wincheſter prelented MA Leg 1 6 
kneeling J by the- Rdithority ommitt ata ich, Al $2.4. 
them. ng! now having rg 1795 this Spiritual Interlude, 
and inflaved the Nation of 4 5 ing themſelyes, once mon 
889 55 Mother of Harlot; they conclude it with;mocking. of 
going in u Prove on; to the häpgel, | Ongink 
Te Deum Landen, for that w nich! Was he gre Niſhafbur 
0 his Name. 111 bt noi: A. 
Tune Kingdom being, thus abſoly ed from Fe fin and Hereſy, 
and ee to Moth. et Church in, one Wed — 
ought the Queen © ſhove have now, e e — 
one Covyetous , Frople,, 15 more. the hey ha 
they deſire 155 ſo it fared with the, e he 


matters farther on ſtilſ, and; had her icht, f 
= dern an lenk Wan e eee 
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vine and DeftruRion. - 
8 {nt hither Cardinal Pool, with A 


and . Queen ſends over a Solemn 
The? they might as well have ſtaid at home, for 


en had another Buſineſs to do here, which was 
Actions tad hitherto, paſt with applauſe, she 
with the Nobility, 


Crown © our Queens might be impoſed upon Philip. 
2.4 wry. a matter withont Preſident, and that it 'might 


gin to treat 


the Kingdoin, they proved averſe thereunto, and she was 


force to be me Fang. to let it alone, and proceed no farther in it. 

Bur the Queen had yet another care upoti her, and that Was 
the Reftitiition' of Chorch-Lands:. 'And'rhis met with, nb 
better ſucces then the other; for her Father Henry had ſo 


— * that nothing could be done ck The had found 
the Nen of them, and were toth to let them go: Not 
lere it any Sacriledge to keep what they had 

1% , ( Which was the caſe of many. 


7 Cardinal Fo had indeed reconcil'd them to the 


"vas A them his Bleſſing, yet moſt of them 
— See b with their Abby-Lands would 


the Pope s Bleſſing could Comp 7 1 
0 1 Tome 0 of their Readineſs ning Keul 


| | the © =, 8 the Firſt Fruits and 
Wo | e se Rig by th ie Cl Fa ine 1424, 8hould my 
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put but litt into the Pope's 357 42 
hy was ao hr deren ar oe Tre ogy: , and of 
1 co ligious 
„ 


Nation, and intail:Popery and Arbitrary Power upon us, b 

| — an Heir to the Crown, that might bring upon. £4 
Spadiſi Len: And then no Jive the Catholick King would 
ia tinge: male us alf good Catholicks,” This was, the Project 
-oforhe Queen nil 6ther Popiſh Bigots. And now the Queen 
| Den te flatter Try * 


5g | * like to Effet it, For 
_ -vetginit'is-her BE began to ſwell, but it was with 2 Diſegſe, 


| © 1 0 as” her fatteting — were ready 
Ade 90 


out of the way, wandering in the. Endlefs | 
e be the Hand of . taken her 
"of her Carreir, she had involv d the Dee of 


Abletve the Nation, and Reconcile it to 
\ 2 : 2 to Pontiff, phy ray him to be reconcil'd | 
. 1 y came thither, the Pope was dead. In the mean 
| Concern; for, R all her 
that if not the Royal, at leaft the Matri- 


to an ee Prince, give fome Colour for Claim 74 
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Aided them, and that both among the Nobility and Com- 


* were only apply d to Idolatrous and Superſti . 
6, bat ir was 1 the Teeth outwards. For tho“ the 


elign of the Ge Marriage was to inſlare the 


I the. Treaſures of thy Mercy 
Spring of Living Water: IT 
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to perſwade her. The Truth is, ſhe had chat Diſtempet 

which Phyſicians calt 4 Mole: aud of tliat ſhe might bare 

eafily deen informed, and in all likelifood been cured oy | 
nt 


| had ſhe timely conſulted with the Phyſicians and not 


with Midwives and old Women; who from ſome Symptoms 
that attended the. Queen, run away like Hounds with a falſe 
Cry, and eaſily believed what the Queen had 2 mind they 
ſhould believe; and what, becauſe the defired it, ſhe eafily 
believed herſelf; and was ſb confident, that ſhe afficmed ſhe - 
felt the ſtirring of the Embryo 4 ber Womht And indeed 
to thoſe that are affected with this Malady, that fleſhy and 
informed Subſtance which is termed Mol, does fottietimes 
ſeem to move, but that ſtowly, agd with the general Motion 


of the whole Belly, ſwagging, ab it were, from one fide to 


the other: By which, and other Symptoms, Phyſicians would 
jor, 1b Aiovered her Diſeaſe ; which, "anleſ; (67 1 


timely Applications removed and brought away, is common- 
ly incurable; For in proceſs of time the Liver (ei dyexr- 
cooled, the Perſon affected, falls into a Drop, ich geng- _ 
rally 1 them to the Grave, as it alſo did the Queen: 
Who in the mean time being thus deceived by her own Cre 
dulity, and the Ignorance of the Women about her, was be- 
trayed to the Laughter of the whole Nation; nay, bf. all the 
European World: For upon the belief of her being with 
Child, Mandates were ſent from the Lords of the Connell to 
the Bishop of London, to diſperſe cbrkain Forms of Prayer, 
wherein GOD muft be mocked, (as well as the Nation a- 
buſed 3 by returning Thanks for his Merties to this Fus 
dom, by giving hopes of an Heir to the Crown, and infuſing 
Life into the Embryo; with Orders that they should pray 
for the Preſervation of the Queen and of the Infant; and for 
ber happy Delivery; and to. cauſe Ie Deum to be fung every 
where. And that the Reader may ſee how earneſt they wers 
In their Prayers for the Queen's ſafe Delivery, and he. con- 
fident they were that this Heir should be a Son, 1 have tranſ- 
cribed part of theit Prayers upon that Occaſion, —— © Hear 
& our Cry, and the Prayers of thy People, and open to them 
, thy Sracious Favour, ; 
bou that haft begun, make 
* in the hand of thy Servant a perfett Work. Suffer not; we 


te 


pray thee the faithleſs Rebels, to ſay of thy Servant and 


* her Counſellors; They have deviſed matters which they - 


I cannot. perform: (Ii ſhould ſeem: by ebieg that ſome of the _ 


Protefants ſam the ſham; and fore-ſaw how. they wol be baffted) 5 


N 


te Fo us how marvellouſly thou didft work. iti Sarad, of the | 
Age of Ninety years, and in Elzaþcth the barren, and alſo 
* far ſificken in Age; for thy Counle! is not in the Power of 


* 


% 


2 And grant utito thy Servant a happy and an eaſy Travely \. 
for it is not impoſhble to thy Power, nor indecerit to thy. *-— 
Jaſtice, nor unwpnted to thy Mercy It is well Ron ages: 


259 ye True Secret Hiſtory of 
men; Thou Lord, that art the Searcher of hearts and 
4 thoughts, thou knoweſt that thy Servant never luſted after 
Man, never gave her ſelf to wanton Company, nor made 
4 her (elf. partaker with them that walk in lightneſs; but she 
< conſented to take an Husband with thy fear, and not with 
4 her Luft, Thou knoweſt that thy Servant took an Hus- 
< band. not for Carnal Pleaſure, but for deſire and love of 
« Poſterity, wherein thy Name might be bleſſed for ever and 
«ever. Give therefore unto. thy Servants Philip our King, 
and May our Queen, a Male Iſſue, which may fit in the 
4c Seat of thy Kingdom. Give unto our Queen thy Servant, 
7% à little Infant in Fashion and Body comely: and beautiful; 
in Pregnant Wit, Notable and Excellent. Grant the ſame 
to be in Obedience, like Wbrabam ; in Hoſpitality, like Lot; 
« in Chaſtity and Brothery Love, like Foſeph.; in Meekneſ 
* and Mildneſs, like Moſes 3 in Strength and Valiantneſs, like 
8 e ; let him be like Fob, a ſimple and an Upright 
Man, fearing GOD, and Eſchewing Evil. Let him be 
found faithful as David, after thy heart, and let him be wiſe 
«among Kings with the moſt wiſe Solomon. Let him finally 
be garnished with the. Comelineſs of all yertuous Conditi- 
„ ons; and in the ſame let him wax old and live, that he may 
A {ee his Children's Children, to the Third and Fourth Ge- 
<< gneration. And give unto our Soveraign Lord and Lady, 
King Pbilip and Queen Mary, thy Bleſſing and long Life 
| upon Earth; and grant that of them may come Kings and 
Queens which may ftedfaftly continue in Faith, Love, and 
„ Holineſs And bleſſed be their Seed of our GOD; that 
4 alt Nations may know that thou art only GOD in all the 


Farth; which art bleſſed for evermore. Amen. 
3 1 a l 1 ö ] - 4 1 8 
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A ſbom Trayer for Queen Mary, et forth in 
Englih, % Thomas Smith, ſervant to her 


TN Almighty Father, which didſt Sanctiſy tbe Bleſſed, Virgin 

al Mother, Mary, in ber Conception, and in the Birth of 

Ct iſt our Saviourg tby only Son; and alſo, by thy Omuipotent 
Power, didſt ſafely deliver the Prophet Jonas out of the Whales 

Beli; defend, O Lord, we beſeech thee, 4 Servant Mary the 

Auen, ( with Child Conceived ) and ſo viſi ber in and with thy 

- <gnodlyGifs of Health, that not only tbe Child, thy Creature, witk- 

u ber*Concetved, may joyfuUy come from ber into this World, and 
© peeve" tbe Bleſſed Sacrament of Baptiſm, and Confirmation, En- 

_ . Jojing therewith the daily increaſe of all Princely and gravious 

"Gifts both of Body and Soul, but that alſo ſhe the Mother, through 

1 Special Grace and Mercy may in time of ber Travel avoid al 
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Ereeſſrve dolor and pain, and abide perfelt and ſure, from all peril. 
ough C brit 


and danger of Death, with long and proſperous Life, t 
Nor was it the Priefts only that made all this clutter, but 


44 


the Parliament alſo were drawn in, by whom many things 


7 


were Enacted concerning the Education of the Babe; and in 


providing Tutors and Governours for it. In the Month of 
May following, her time of Delivery being ſuppoſed to be 


nigh, there was great Preparation made for it; and Swad- 


ling-Clouts,' Cradle, Rockers, and other things were provi- 
ded, and in a readineſs. Nay; the Farce was Carried on ſo 


far, that a Rumour was ſpread abroad that the Queen was de- 
livered of a Child; whereupon the Bells were Rung, and 


1 


moſt parts of the Kingdom; it being given out, That there 


was à Prince born. Nay, ſo confident was the Parſon of St. 
m's by Alderſgate, that he went up into the Pulpit, and 


. Bonfires and Proceſſions made, not only in the City, but in 


there took upon him to deſcribe the Proportion of the Chlid, 


how Fair, how Beautiful, and great a Prince it was, that the 
like had not been ſeen. But after all their Expectation, it 
proved but. Partur ĩant Montes, The Mountain broughtfor th ' 


only a Mouſe, and all their hopes prov'd Abortive: Tho the 
Reports that were ſpread abroad, was with a Deſign by fome 


of the Chief Managers of Affairs, to have ſubſtituted ſome other 
Child inftead of a true Prince: Which the Queen's Zeal for 


the Catholick Cauſe would willingly enough have permitted; 


but King Philip had a watchful Eye over them, and would 
never conſent that an Impoſtor ſhould be admitted an Heir 


to any of his Dominions, and took care not to be cheated: 


And it is ſaid he perceived ſo much of a Defign to do 
it, that he was the more watchful; and which ſo eſtranged 
his Love from Queen Mary, that he never much cared for her 


afterwards. It ſeems ſhe had not ſo clever a Contrivance as 
the late Queen Mary of Modena; nor did ſhe ſo well underſtand 
the uſe of a Warming-Pan. The ſame Intereft, and the fante 
Deſign was carrying on in both Reigns ; only the laſt manag'd 


it better, tho“ neither of them proſpered in the end, the laft 


being diſcovered, as well as the firft prevented. It was no 
doubt a great Mortification to Queen Mary to be thus difap- 
pointed; and to find all their Prayers as vain as what they 


% 


| prayed for: And that their Preparation ſerved only to ren- 


der them the Ridicule of all the Nation; the whole being 


little better than a Dream. * 

The Queen, being now without hopes of an Heir of her 
own Body to ſucceed her, reſolved to diſpatch as many Here- 
ticks out of the way as ſhe could, whilft ſhe lived. The burn · 
ing Ardour of her Miftaken 
which conſumed the Martyrs in all the Quarters of the Land, 


Zeal kindling thoſe Flames 
the Number of thoſe that ſuffered being almoſt incredible. 


T vin therefore only particularize in the Death of Crammer. 


. 


— 
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. Who being, dro, by Order of Cardinal Pool, the Pope's 
Legate, before Fames Brook Biſhop of Glouceſter (for they 
judged it unlawful to puniſh an Archbiſhop but by leave from 
the Pope) Fohn Story and Thomas Martin, Doctors of Law, 
 Commiſhoners from the Queen, accompanied the Biſhop to 
Oxford, that the Authority. Royal night Countenance the 
| egates Proceedings. In St. Mary's Church they had high | 
Seats purpoſely Erected for them; Brook fitting under the 
Place where the Conſecrated Hoſt did uſually Hang in a Pix; 
beide him ſat Martin and Story, but a little lower ; and Cran- 
mer, habited ljke a Doctor of Divinity, but not like a Biſhop, 
was brought before them; being told that there were thoſe 
that repreſented not only her Majeſties Perſon, but allo of the 
moſt holy-Father the Type; he with due Reverence ſaluted 
the Queen's Commiſſioners, but would not ſo much as caft his 
Eyes towards the Pope's Repreſentative 4 which he did not, 
( as he afterwards confeſſed.) out of Contempt to the Man, 
but becauſe he would not ſeem to acknowledge the Pope's 
Authority, he ering by Oath to King Henry obliged himſelf 
. to the contrary z eſpecially in England, where he could make 
2 no pretence of Right. / / 
Then each of them exhorted him to change his Opinion 
gang return to the Unity of the Church; hut he not regard- 
ing their Admonition, they cite him to appear within fore- 
ſeore days before his Holineſs; which with her Majeftics con- 
ſeat, he promiſed he would. But the Pope not expecting his 
coming, within twenty days after, by Letters to the ing 
| | ang Queen, commanded him to be condemned, and commit 
— to the Secular Power. And a few Days after, a New Au- 
= Oey by the ON granted to Bonner Biſhop of London, 
and Thirlby Biſhop of Eh, for the degrading of Craymer both 
from Presbyterial and Archiepiſcopal Orders, and he then to 
be delivered over to the Secular Magiſtrate. to ſuffer for 
Hereſy, which was done accordingly. © Rn 
Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley, as long as they lived, did by 
Letters exhort each ather to a generous Conſtancy for the 
Maintaining of the Truth of the Chriſtian Faith» But tbe 
other two Champions having made their way to Heaven, and 
eft him alone; who now not being plied with ſuch firm Ex · 
portations, it ſeems the. Fleſh began to prevail over the Spi- 
rit; and the deſire of Life prevailing, his Conſtancy began ta 
e, through the daily Importunity of a Spaniſh Fryar : So 
that being ſeduced through hope of Pardon, he retracted 
whatever he had before written in Defence of his. Religion 5 
hich Retractation was afterwards Printed and .Publiſhed: 
| "But the Divine Wiſdom, ( whe- only N him to 1 : 
chat he wight be ſenſible of bis on Weakneſs, and lay hol 
en a. Stronger Arm) ſo,over-rulled things, that, bis Death 
was reſolved on, notwithſtanding his Rev 5 
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Queen MARX the = 
the Polſon of the Archbiſhoprick, or 

obable) that the Queen's Inveterate; þ 
evenge-for her Mother's Divorce, w 
therwile ſatiated than with the Blood e 
or whatever elſe 05. 5 Cauſe, ſo ad was, 
thought himſelf aſſuręd of Life, be » 
the Place of Execution: Hut was | 
Church, here Cole was to preach hi 
Cranmer afterward to Gp pot pk 
ligion. And that it might iy 
he muſt _ as an Herec 
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—.— chat he — — be om fe to OE 1 the 
Aforeſaid Popiſh Dr. Cate, looking upon the Archbiſhop as 
| ſuch, bid him not to miſtruſt any thing, but $hat he ſhould Ro. 
immediately receive the Reward whic the N . 2 
to whom Chriſt ſaid, This Day ſhalt tbou he with me in 8 1 
. exharted him to arm himſelf. againſt the Terror of : 
| Vice. by what St. Paul laid, G0D.is faith u, who will 485 45 
; EXE 2 above what you are able to bear; and by the | 3 
; @ 3s Harps £9) en, to whom G ID made the 3 
4 . ea Pleaſant Dew; telling him allo of the re- © 
4 Apirew on bis e .the patience 8 
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Taurence in the Fire: Aſſuring him, That GOD, to ſuch as 
dye in his Faith, will either abate the Fury of the Flame, or 

ive him ſtrength to abide it. Then commending Cranmer, 
upon his late Converſion (as he called it) he ſaid that while 
he flowed in Riches and Honour, he was unworthy of his Life; 


and now that he might not live, he was unworthy of Death. 


But Teſt he ſhould carry with him no Comfort, he aſſur d him 
in the Name of all the Prieſts there preſent, that immediate- 
W after his Death, there ſhould be Dirges , Maſſes and 
.Fuherals executed: for him, in all the Churches of Oxford, for 
r 
Dole having ended his Sermon or Oration, as the People 
were ready to depart, called them back, ſaying, Brethren, left 
" any Man fhould doubt" of this Mans fincere Converſion and Repent- 
© ance, you ſtall bear bim ſpeak. before you: And therefore I pray 
you, Nr. Cranmer, ꝛbat you will now perform what you promiſed 


* 


e e e, you would openly expreſs the true and 
een Free 


[ Arden of your Faith,” that you may tabe away all 
Fee from Men, and that all Men may underſtand that you are 
4 Catholick indeed. will do it, ſaid the Archbiſhop, and with 
4 good. . And therefore riſing up, and putting off his 
Cap, he be Jn ©» ſpeak thus to the People, I defire you, well 
beloved BrerÞren in the | 
td forgive me my Sins, which above all Men, both in Number and 
. Greatneſs I bave committed; But above all the reſt, there is one 
> Offence which at this time doth moſt of all trouble me, of which: 1 
. JbaB give you an Account by and . And then he kneeled 
. down and prayed; After which he told the People, That 
every Man at the time of their. Death deſired to give ſome good 
Exboꝛ tation, that others might remember it, and be bottered there- 
by: In like manner, ſaid he, I beſeech G0 D, that I may ſpeak 
e 4 1%s my departing, whereby GOD may be glorified, 
And profitable Exhortations to the People, he concluded thus: 
- And now, for as much as ] am come io the laſt end of my Life, 
. whereupon hangeth all my Life paſjed, and all my Life to come; 


_, Either to live with my Matter Chrif for ever in Foy, or elſe to be 
nn pain for ever with wicked Devils in Heli; and | ſee before 


mine Eyes preſently, either Heaven ready to receive me, or elſe 
Hell ready to ſmaliow me up; I ſhall therefore declare untg you 


m very Falib, bow I believe, without any Colour or Diſſimula- 


tion; For now u no time to Difſemble, wbærſoever I haue ſaid 
or Written in times paſt. Firſt, I believe in GOD the Father 
. Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, &c. And 1 believe 
. every Article, of the Catholick Faith, every Word and Sentence 
;  eaupbr by our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, bis Apoſtles and Prophets, in 
be New and Old Teſtament, And now I come 10 the great thing 
_. Fhat bas ſo muth troubled my Conſcience, more thin any thing that 
ever 1 did or ſaid in my whole = and that is, The ſetting' a- 
bad of a Writing conrary to 


- 
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Lord, That you will pray to GOD for me, - 


Au you may be ediſied. And then having given ſeveral uſeful 


Truth ; which now here Jre- 
e pounce. 


the Trutb which 1 thought in my heart; and wriiten for. fear of 
Death, and: to ſave. my, Life, if it might be; and that is, all-ſuch 
Bills and Papers which 1 have written or ſigned with my. hand, 


fince my Degradation, wherein I baue written many things untrue. 


And foraſmuch as my hand offended, writing comrary to my beart, 


my band ſball firſt be puniſhed therefore; for when 1 come to the 


Fire, it [hall be firſt burned. And as for the Pope, I refuſe him, 
as Chriſt's Enemy, and Antichriſt, with all his falfe Doctrine. 


And as for the Sacrament, I believe as I baue taugbt, in mx 


Book againſt | the Biſbop of Wincheſter; the which m Book 
reacheth ſo true 4 Doctrine of the . Sacrament , that it fhall 


ſtand at the laſt Day, before the Fudgment of GD, where 


the Papiſtical Dottrine contrary. , therero , ſhall be aſbamed to 


ſhow ber face. | 


Certainly never was | popery more. baffled „ nor did the 


Papiſts ever receive a greater foil, than by this Declaration 


of the holy Martyr, at a time when they thought of nothing 
more than of Triumphing in his fall. Cole told the People 
they ſhould hear him make a true and undoubted Profeſſion 
of his Faith; and fo they did; but it was ſuch a one as was. 


to their Confuſion. And» tho at the hearing of it, they 
vVere fill'd with all the utmoſt Rage imaginable againſt him, 


yet they knew not how to help themſelves nor revenge the 
Affront he Had put upon them. His Death was reſolved on 
before, and they could but burn him now. They locked one 
upon another as Perſons amazed, and that doubted whether 
they might believe their on Ears; ſo greatly were their Ex- 
pectations diſappointed. Surely their Cruelty was never 
better met withal, nor their hopes more notably deluded: 
For it is not to be doubted but they looked for a mighty 


Victory, and a perpetual Triumph of Glory by his Recanta- 


tion. Thus can the Divine Wiſdom catch the Wiſe in their 


oven Craftineſs; and bring Good out of Evil, making Cran- 
mers fall tend to the Riſing of the Truth; and cauſing him 


» # 


to give a greater Blow unto. it's Adverſaries. 


, ” 


But having heard him ſpeak ſo far, they could bear no lon- 


ger; for even Cole, that before had bid him ſpeak, now cried 


out, Stop the Heretick's Mouth, and take bim away: Upon 


which, he was immediately pulled down, and led to the Fire, 
being bitterly taunted at, all the way as he went by the Rabble 
of Fryars that followed him, and whoſe Rage and Malice he 
had ſo notably defeated. 5 „„ 
When he was faſtned to the ſtake, as ſoon as ever the Flame 
began to aſcend, lifting up his left Hand to Heaven, he thruſt 


forth his Right Hand into the Flame; and there, with a moſt 
admirable Conſtancy, continued it, until it was conſumed, only 


once drawing it in, and with it ſtroking his Beard. At length 


the raging Flame ſpreading it ſelf, lifting up his Eyes towards 
Heaven, he cried out, Lord, Receive my Spirit; and his Body 
. = 8 ' © © ablding , 
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nounc e and refuje, as things written with my band, contrary to | 
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adiding as immoveable as the Stake to which he was faftner, 
he patiently endured the Violence of the Fire, untit he at laft 
expired . It being, peculiarly obſerved of him, that after his 
Body was canfamed to Aſhes, his Heart was found intire and 
| untouched. Had ſuch a thing been found in any of the Popiſh 
Party, it would no doubt have been Recorded for a Miracle, 

= that Miracle would have been ſufficient to have Sainted 

m. | * Eb 1 15 

Thus, through the Divine Aſſiſtance of Alt-conquering- 
Grace, did the holy Archbiſhop witneſs a Confeſſion at 
dis Death, and thereby overcome and defeat the Malice of 
his Enemies; and the Queen, who would have had him damn d 
as well as burn d, was defeated of her ExpeQation; not meet- 
ing with the ſame Succeſs in Cranmer, as ſhe did in the Duke 
of Northumberland, whom, out of a ſecret hope of promiſed 
Life, ſhe cauſed to dye in his Apoſtacy from the Truth. But 
tho the cou'd'nt have her will upon Cranmer, ſhe wreaked her 
Rage on the reſt of the Surviving Martyrs, ſparing neither | 
Age nor Sex; making the Nation blaze in every Quarter, 
with the Fires that conſumed the Martyrs ;_ burning even Wo- 
men great with Child, and thereby deftroying unborn Here- 
ticks; for one Paratine'the Daughter of K arbarine Coucbes, 
was burned with her Mother and Sifter, in the Ifle of Guerx- 
Ney, all three in one Fire; and Paratine being big with Child, 
the force of the Fire cauſed her Womb to burſt, and out came 
2 living Male Child, which was taken from her by the Officer, 
and afterwards thrown into the fire again, by the Command 
of Jacques Amy, the Dean of the faid Ifle, and cruelly hurned 
with its Grandwother, Mother and Auntza Murder. ſs bar- 
barons, that no Savage Nation could be guilty of a worſe ; 
nor does any Hiftory that 1 know of, afford us a more Execra- 
„ 1p at by ops. cmd gi | E 
- But as Queen Mary fought againft GOD, in deſtroying his 
; TIPS ſuppreſſing his Truth, and ſetting up abominable 

Idolatry in the Room thereof; fo GOD alſo ht againft 
her, and hlaſted all her hopes, giving her a Barren Womb and 
ary Brefts ; her Husband, though horn and bred a Papiſt, yet 
hating her Bloody and Cruel Diſpoſition, and jealous of the 
foul play fhe defigned to put upon him about an Heir, wear” 
way and left her, and never returned again: And by en- 
gaging der felf in a War with France, ſhe loft Calau, which 
had been in the Poſſeſſion of the Engliſh above two hundred 
_ years, and which was now loft in Six Days. A loſs that ſo 
grieved the Queen that ſhe did not long ſurrive it; aud be- 
ing comforted by fome of her Friends in the time of her Sick- 
neſs, who thought ſhe had grieved for the Abſence of her 
Husband, fhe refuſed to be comforted, giving her {elf wholly 
ever to Melancholly, and telling them, That ſhe died, bat the 
true Cauſe of her Death they were ignorant of, Which if 
they defired to know, they ſhould after her Death * | 

a SS heart, 
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k 
ned, heart, and there they ſhould find Calais. Intimating by that, 
laſt the loſs of Calais had occalioned this Fatal Grief, which was 
his likewiſe thought to have been increaſed by the Death of the 
and Emperour her Father-in-Law. The Truth is, her Liver being 
iſh WM over-cooled by a Mole, theſe things peradventure might 
de, haſten ber end, which could not otherwiſe be far from her, 
ted and caft her by degrees into that kind of Dropſy, which Phy- 
3 ſicians call Aſcites. This Dropſy being pot diſcovered in time, 
8 deceived her Phyſicians, who believed that ſhe had conceived 
at by King Philip, whereas ſhe bred nothing but her own Death, 
of So that mature Remedies being not applied, and ſhe not ob- 
tg] ſerving a fit Diet, ſhe fell into a Fever, which increaſing by 
et- little and little, at laſt ended in her Death, after ſhe had lived 
KE Forty three years, and Reigned (like a Fury) Five Years, 
ed four Months, and eleven Days: Her Reign being begun, 
ut, continued, and ended in Blood; being happy in nothing but. 
Gr in the ſhortneſs of it; and that, ſeeking by ſuch violent 
Er means, to Eſtabliſb Popery, ſhe did moſt effettually root it out 
T, Her Reign and Name being ſeidom mentioned without horror, 
Q- and the utmoſt deteſtation; until the late Reign of a Second 
85 Queen Mary, bad endeared that Name to the Nation; being 
„ more Eminent, for à Merciful and Vertuous Queen, than Mary 
7 the Firſt was deteſtable for her furious Rage, and blood 
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Queen ELIZABETH. 


TW Lizabeth, the ſecond Daughter of Henry the Eighth, by 
his ſecond Wife Ann Bolen, being wonderfully preſerved in 
— the late Reign, ſucceeded next ta Queen Mary ber balf-Siſter, 
and: reſtored the Reformation, for which ſhe was Excommunicated 
by the Pope, and her Subjects abſolved from their Allegiance ; 
which occaſioned Plot upon Plot, and Rebellion upon Rebellion; the 
' Roman Party ſtriving to cut ber off by Treachery, or detbrone ber 
by Force. But it pleaſed G O D jo 10 diſappoint their Defigu, tbat 
in ſpite of all ber Enemies, ſhe was bleſſed with a glorious Reign 
of Forty four Tears. Memorable was the Tear 1588, for the 
| Spaniſh Invaſion, attempted by King Philip with bu Invincible 
i Armada, but diſappointed by G O D's Providence. Whereupen 
EE Queen Elizabeth purſuing ber Blow, carried on the War againſt * 
TIF Spain, with ſo much Conduct and Succeſs, both in Europe and 
America, tbat the Engliſh became every where 4 Terror to ihe 
2 Spaniards; and the vn Names of our Chief Commanders, 
| Howard, Eſſex, Norris, Drake, and Raleigh, (ruckh an Awe 
upon them. Thus Queen Elizabeth became ſuch 4 Scourge to tbe 
1 Monarchy of Spain, that it. decay d ever ſince, and could never 
5 recover it ſelf to this day. In Ireland ſhe quelled two great Re- 
bellions, one headed by O Neal, and the other by Tir Owen. 
The New. ſprung States of Holland ſhe cherifbed, and protected 
againſi the Aitempts of Spain. The whole Ocean ſhe commanded ; 
and ſo great was her Fame, that it was-reſpetted even by the 
| Muſcovites, Turks, Perſians aud Tartars, and ber very Enemies. 
— Unbappily ſhe conſented to the Death of that Vnfortunaie Princeſs | 
| Mary Queen of Scots, who being outed of her Dominion by a 


Fotem Faction, was compelled 10 fly for ſbelter into England 
where, upon 4 Charge of Treaſon : 


r ber, au after a tedious 
Impriſonment at Fotheringhay*Caftle, ſhe was at laſt Condemned 


and Beheaded, The Earl of Eſſex bis Death, was alſo very much 

lamemed by the Queen, whoſe Favour, more than bis Crime, was 
- be occaſion of bis Fall; The Queen ber ſelf lived but two Tears 
ON ter, and died a Maiden (bus an Heroick) Queen, March 24. 1602. 
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zn the Sixty ninth Year. of ber Age, and the Forty fifth of ber 
Reign. 2 Queen whoſe incomparable Wiſgam will ever be ad- 
mired by future Ages, as ibe Wonder of ber Time, and a Pattern 
to Princes of the better Sex. IJwas in her Reign that Famous 
Sir Francis Drake travelled round the World in ttree Tears, wants 
ing wwelve Days; and Forbuſher, another of our great Seamen of 
that Age, ſailed to the 'North-Eaft a great way fariber than any 
had done beſore bim. In the Honour of \bis Virgin-Queen it was, 
that Virginia came to be ſo called, Thus far her General 
Hiſtory, ' BN "6 heart 1 0 
- - Her Secret Hiſtory will be contained in leſs room than that of 
her Predeceſſors, and in very much leſs than that of herSuccefſors, 
tho her Reign was longer. And indeed Queen Elizabeth has left 
ſo great a Stock of Credit and Reputation behind her, that 
the Reader may perhaps wonder that there ſhoutd be any 
room for a Secret Hiſtory in her Reign, ſince the Honour and 
Intereſt of England, and the Good of her People, was the 
great Deſign ſhe: aim d at; in which ſhe had no Secret Re- 
ſerves, but ſtill appeared above-board. But in anſwer to this, 
the Reader ought to eonſider, that as even Silver Cynthia her 
ſelf; that Queen of Heaven, againſt which the Dogs ſo often 
bark in v ain, is not without ber Spots; ſo neither was this 
Vertuous Princeſs fo free from, thoſe: Imperfections which are 
the conſtant Concomitants of Corrupted Nature, as to be 


Exempted from all Blemiſhes : For as tis ſcarce to be expected, 


but that the Liquor ſhould have ſome Reliſh. of che Cask 
which contain'd it; ſo neither ought we to think it ſtrange, 
that in a Reign of Four and forty Years, Elizabeth ſhould not 
ſhew her (elf to be the Daughter of King Zenry the Eighth, 


from whom she was deſcended. And fince it is the Deſign of 


our Secret Hiſtory, to ſet the Secret Practices of Princes in the 
trueft Light, I ſee no Reaſon why Elizabeth should be ex- 
, empted or our Hiſtory, for her ſake, be accounted Partial. 
When Querg Elizabethcame to take Poſſeſſion of the Throne, 
vacant by the Death of her Siſter, she found: the Government 
in the hands of Papiſts, the#roteftants and Fayourers of the 
Reformation having been all ſuppreſſed in her Siſters Reign, 
and ſeveral of the moſt Eminent put to Death: So that Eli- 
74beth ſeemed to be at a ſtand, as to what she should do. To 
advance the Proteftants, and introduce the, Reformed Reli- 


gion, would be to act contrary to the Laws in being, and to 


ſet the whole Kingdom againft her: For tho? the People 
were generally againſt thoſe Flaming Executions which were 
ſo frequent in her Sifters Reign; yet they were for Popery 
- moderated, and not for making a total Change; nor did the 
Queen indeed deſign it: For tho? she very well knew the 


* Proteftants were of her ſide, vet She was not willing at firſt | 


ſo far to indulge them, as to diſoblige thoſe of the Popish 


1 


bebe 


Party; for she her ſelf had the Popish Service ſaid betore | 
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her; only she indeed forbid the Arctibighop, of ort, when 
de celebrated Divine Setvice (or ſaid Maſs) before her, to 
Elevate the Hoſt for Adoration z by which he was ſo much | 
diſobliged, that he refuſed to perform the Ceremony of her | 
8 which therefore was done by Dr. Qetborp Bishop 
Elizabeth was hardly well ſeated in her Throne, but that 
King Philip receiving certain Information of his Wife's 
(Queen Mary's) Death, and fearing to loſe the Strength and 
Title of the Kingdom of England, which he had found to be 
very uſeful to him, and ſuſpecting that the Kingdoms of 
j| wry, op treland and Seqtland, by Mary Queen of Scots, might 
| at length grow into one Body with the Kingdom of France z 
he by the Earl of Feria, (whom he had ſent to fee his Queen 
Wing Sick, and alſo to viſit Elizabeth) now dealeth ſeriouſly 
with the New Queen, concerning the Matter of Marriage 
with himſelf, offering and promiſing to get a Peculiar Diſpen- 
lation from the Pope, for the Allowance of the ſame. "And 
this Buſineſs was no little trouble to the Queen, who ſeemed 
to have fome Inclination thereunto; being ever and anon 
_ admiring and talking of the Behaviour of ſd great a Prinee; 
how compounded with Grace and Comelineſs, how full of 
Majeſty and Princely Comportment he was; which ſufficiently 
Shewed how well she could have liked him! Which was ſo 
diſcernable to ſome of her Counſellors, that (in order to pre- 
vent it) they declaimed againft the Pride and Haughtineſs of 
the Spanish Nation; and how ill agreeing with the Tempe 
and Manners of the Engliſh: And yet donbting fill which Wa 
she might incline, they dealt fo plainly with her, 4 to te 
ber, that if she accepted of the Spanish Match, both she 
and her Friends were ntterly undone; and the hopes they 
I had entertained of Neſtoring the Reformed Religion, would all 
J ⁵PP . 
But if there had not been ſome more Prevailing Arguments 
than theſe, which made it her Intereſt as well as Duty; to re · 
fuſe this Match, no doubt but the Queen, in this irrefolute 
15 State in which she was at firſt, might have eaſily conſented 
. 8 to King Ptilip's Courtship. But the true tho Secret Reaſon 
* that put her off from, aud made her refolve againſt it, was 
this; She should thereby con firm the Lawfulneſfs of her Fa- 
ther's Marriage with Queen Karbarzne; and tacitly acknow- 
ledge her being begotten in an Adulterous Bed: For there is 
the ſame Parity or Reaſon againſt 4 Siſter's Marrying her 
| Sifters Husband, as there is againff a Brochers Marrying her 
Dtochers Wife; and that it was therefore unlawfult And 
tat the Popes Difpenſation was invalid, and could not dif- 
5 Fe Bi the Pefitive Law of G OP, was that 'which juſti- 
fed her Father in his fecond Marriage; and conſequently * 
mage her a Legitimate Child, and capable of Inheriting the. 
Erown of Engtant, If chetefore she shoufd now acce ok: 
| 1 the 
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Queen ELTZABETH. ut .*” 
the Pope's Difpenſztion ; and grant that it cou, make her 
a with King" Philip lawful, ſhe muſt then likewiſe 
allow that it was lawtut in her Father to Marry with his Bro- 
thers Widow; and if ſe, than ſhe muft be THegitimate, being 
begotten of Am Boſe during Gusen Kabarines Life's Whiok 
being granted, ſhe had no Right to the Crown, and chen May 
Queen of Scott would come in as the next Heir. Thele - 
Reaſons were of that Weight, that they cafily turned the Bal. 
tance ; for at the ſame time that ſhe made Philip a King, the 
Virroalty deprived wy of os. Title 2 Right * being 2 
Queen, ( of England, L. mean; for Queen of Spein che wou 
deve deen by her Marriage with Philip, ) OOO 
upon theſe grounds therefore it was reſolved to quit all 
thoughts of this Spaniſh Match. Tho? not without ſome re- 
et, at thoſe Circumſtances which obliged her to reje& ir: 
For the conſidered that she should thereby rej the mighti- 
eft Printe of all Europe; and not otily ſa, but one that had 
deſerved well at her hands, whilft'he was her Sifter's Husband, 
as being'a Means hoth ot her Liberty and Prefervation ; and 
that now of his own accord he ſued to her for Marriage; she 
thought that to deny him, would at leaſt cauſe her Wiſdom 
to be called in queſtion, if not her Gratitude alſo. And the 
French King was lo afraid thereof, and fo netled at the hear: 
ing of the News, and that thereby England was like to cleave 
to the King of Spain his mortal Enemy, chat he made all che 
Intereſt ke could at Rome, by the Interceſſion of the Bishop 
of Engouleſm, that no Diſpenſation to that purpoſe might be 
granted, wraſmuch as Queen Elitabetb was known'to favour 
he Dobirine ef the Proteftants uſing his Intereſt alſo with 
the Pope, that it might be declared unlawful : Whilſt the 
Sau Ambaſſador, tv the end he might procure this Mar- 
riage, ſecretly perſwades the Papiſts, that there was no other 
way leſt for the Preſervation of the Catholick Religion, and 
their Ancient Honours and Renown. Thus we ſee that 
France was as much afraid, as Spain was defirous of. this Match. 
But tho” the Reaſons formeriy mentioned had abſolutely taken | 
the Queen's thoughts off from the Marriage (which were much - 8 
confirmed by the Account she had that the French King was 
buly at Rome, w hate Mary Queen' of Scors declared Queen of 
England) yet be was not Willing to break off Tudely with the 
| King of Spain. And therefore that she might deny him witk - 
out denying him, She became fully reſolved to bring in an Al- 
teration of Religion out of hand, believing that upon a 
change of Religion, King Philip's Mind would alſo be changed, 


from making any farther mention of Marriage. So that the 


fling of; Popery, and the Eftabliſking of the Proteſtant 

Religion, was perhaps Hrdught about as much out of Necelhty 
'ss Choice. And this appears the more probable, becauſe be. 
fore ſhe went 2bour thi, ſhe enteted into 4 Secret Conſulta- = 
tion with” ber moſt intimate Councellors, to * — 
B . e ore· han 


x 


fore · hand what might be the Dangers that might ariſe from 
hence, and what Reaſons ſhould hinder - their Proceedings. 
After ſerious Conſultation and deliberate weighing: of things, 
they divided the Dangers to which the Reformation was Ex- 
- Poſed, into two Claſſis; to wit, Dangers from Abroad, and 
5 at Home. The Dangers from Abroad, they found 
would be tbeſe: The Pope would ſend. forth bis Thunder 
Bolts of Excommunication, and expoſe the Kingdom as à Prey 
to thoſe that would invade it: Alſo the French King would 
from thence take occaſion to procraſtinate, or put off the 
Buſineſs of the Peace began at N or rather 'would wage 
War with the Engliſb in the Queen of Scots Quarrel, and per- 
ſecuse them not as Enemies only, but alſo as Hereticks; and 
ſtir up Scotland likewiſe to do the ſame, which was now at 
the French Kings Beck and Command. The Iriſh likewiſe, 
wha were moſt obſtinately addicted to the Roman Religion, 
would break out into Seditions and Rebellions. There was 
danger alſo from the King of Spain, who was potent in the 
Netherlands, that Neighboured upon us. The Remedies to 
be applied to theſe Dangers, were, That the Pope's Excom- 
- munication is to be looked upon only as a Scare-Crow, and 
not to be feared. For Peace with the French, they thought 
it very neceſſary, and therefore to entertain it if it be offered; 
and if it be not, rather to ſue for it than go without it, be- 
cauſe a Peace with France, includes a Peace with Scotland allo. 
Nevertheleſs the Proteſtants. of France and Scotland, were in 
no caſe to be forſaken. And Beywick and the Borders of Scot. 
land, as alſo Ireland, were to be ſecured with greater Gariſons; 
but the Friendſhip of the King of Spain was thought fitting 
by all means to be procured, and the Ancient Bur gundian 
eague confirmed. Thus much for the Dangers expected 


The Dangers to be expected at Home, were ſuch as would 
proceed from the Lords that were removed from the Council, 
And from the Biſhops that upon ſuch; a Change muſt be diſ- 
- Placed, with their depending Eccleſſaſtical Officers; allo, 9 
the Judges that adminiſtred Juftice; likewiſe from the ſuſtices 
of Peace in the ſeveral Counties; and from thoſe Lay- Perſons 
what are of greateſt Wealth and Reputation, and yet are de- 
voted. to the Romiſh Religion. And as to all theſe, they con- 
diuded that they muſt be dilplaced out of all Offices of Power 
and Truft; and kept in Obedience by the ſeverity of Laws, 
and none but Proteſtants admitted to any place of Goyern- 
ment, nor into the Colledges of either Univerſity. And 


- 


further determined to remove all Popish Maſters or -Prefi- 


dents out of both Univerſities, and the Schoolmaſters from 
Wincheſter,” Eaton, and other Schools. The teſult of this Ca- 
binet Cauncil being that the dangers neither from Abroad, 
3 ö e I Set 
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the 2<th year of the Reign of King Henry the/Eigbth.., This 
Akt fixed the Queen hoes the Throne, her . Title being but: 


OTA 


| | beſt to let that alone, ane 
only take notice of that Act which was provided for the Fame 
And no doubt the Queen was very well ſatisfied in what 
was done, or elſe ſhe would have taken ſome farther care as 
bout it; for no one could be more Tenacious of her Title to 
the Crown than ſhe ; which led her into ſome Practiſes which 
were not ſo much for her Honour, nor comporting with the 
ſtrict Laws of Juſtice ; for it was upon the 0 geen's Conſci- 
ouſneſs'of fome DefeR in her own Title, of the we. 


J 


Eye; and to whom' The Would be never reconciled , 5 


Grand Children to George Duke of Clarence, Brather to King, 
their Siſter; it rather ſhewed that the queen looked. 


 Tharine Geh, Daughter tö Ben Efe Duke of Suf 17 . | 


Aldeſt Son of the Earl of Teer, aud ſoon after lawfull 


| an ye manner py 55 .the Tower. And 


their ch tor which The Lieutenant of the Tower was 
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| that. there [ reſided in the Perſon. of Mary * of . Scots, _y 


the undoübted Heir of Moge7er, Eideſt Daughter of Hem 
the Seventh, that ſhe always: looked upon her. wit an Evil 


örſüed er with: her hate, een to the Scaffold :, 
[rhe one of the great Blemiſhes of this Qu ueens Rei gn, oe 
require to be inſifted on ſomeuhat ou. at things my 
be «fox in a true Light. For as to what the Queen, did 
reſpect to Arthur Pob! and his Brother, who were rea. 


Edward the Fourth, and to Aufbony Forteſcue, who CAL airs 


about Her, and ſaw where there could be the leaſt 3 DET 
to Royalty, chan that there was any any grea eat matter in it. And 
the Mercy ſhe ſhewed them after Sentence was paſt, ſhewed 
both her Lone to the Royal Blood of the Plantaginets ; and 
alſd how little ſhe feared what they could do; the being « de- 
ſcendeck hut from the Second Brother, whereas, e claimed 
from the Firſt, her Father being the Son of Eli 12 Tack 
Daughter of King Edward the Fourth, But t 


Siſter to the Vektuduß Lally Taue, who was. 01 J pro- 
cddaimed Queen after the eath, 85 King Edward the has a: 
who. was much nearer to tile Deen! in. 810 „Was more ſharp- 
ly handled for a ſmafler Fault: For bein Grand N 
ret other Siſter of Ben / y the Eighth, *, Married W | 


ilivxorced, ank long time: neglected; hen ſhe was with. Chg, 
und ready ro be delivered, was ca 0 Ar into the Tower of. Zanon 
Js The was e Tawful Wedlock with, Edwar 


Seymonr-EarF! of Hari by bim often with Mild. 
He beingiſent” for out Ie Hite, by 15 0 f 


er he w r his 
Meaſutop with the Queen's teger, -6penly: prole 10 . rok 


3 — c 1 others, 553 made Pele. 5 
to hear a etermine the Cauſe without all . 
AnSwherrhecould not within a time” eiern þ ES Wir . 
neſſes of the Matriage, a Definitive, Sentence was pronounced 
by the Archbishop, Vat Be bad bud dug and unlawful Carnal. 

Copulatiun with bers and rat Tot. fiich their Excefc, both be "3g 
Jhe--werei:10' be iſhed. a ro their Beſeris. This Sen- 


tence, as*Unjuſt,'Unreaſonable, and Null. was. by Mrs. Rahn 


Hales, a very Learned ard Able poſed; w a 

argued that they were lawful Man 200 Jie d by Athen SK ole 
Canfent : | Whereupon he aito Was committed to Cuſtod y; 
which was more an Effect of Arbitrary Power, than of, Legal 


Authority: The Lady ſoon after was brought abed of her 
Firſt born Son in the Tower, and had alſo another by the 
ſame Eart of Hertford her Husband ; they having Corrupted 


cha | | | © turned 


law 
_ Carnal Copulation; and, as appears; by the Sentence i in t 


|; irned t def his Place, agd made a 2 Prifoner 1 the 
Fl of Hertford. was accuſed, in the Star Chamber of A, three. 

1000 Ke 1 wit, That de had defloured 3 Virgin 

the Blopd Ro in the prep! 4 uſe ; that he had 1— —4 


iſon z and that * bad her à Second ime, The 
Lad! fil, 725 ing, that he b contxatted;Matri- 
wang: Pit hüt owing that he bad paſſed through, the 


1 to brite lang: ſtanding, - open, to Comfort her: who. 
awd pronounced, and had paid his; 
Marriage Web. Whereupon. he was for every Crime ;fined: 
five, Thouſand, Pounds, aad kept in Priſon, the (pace of Nine 
8, in vain interpoſing his Appeal againſt the-Archbishops 
ntence.z "which before he could obtain his Liberty, he was 
bong ablickly. t 8 During the Earl's Confine- 
1 2 5 8 the Lady Katharine Gray, a: Priſoner likes 

iſe, 6 ng been him, fell fick of a Fever, nd there 
edel ed her 50 =p] But before she died, she ſent for the 
ge of the Tower, and by him craved Pardon of the 
Queen fc 36 contacting of Matrimony without her Privity 3 
1 ing th at was all che Crime she knew her ſelf guilty. 
- commendin 7 Child cen to the Queen's; Protection, 
ke deſiring. 1 21 ford might obtain his Liberty. This 
was it ſeems the be e of that mighty Crime, for which she 
ſuffered; ſo, ſevere-.an Impriſonment, and died a, Priſpner: 
Which yet both the Archbishop (to comply with the Q 
humour ) would make, at the beſt, an undue, and u 


Star: Chamber, no leſs than .a Rape: When in truth, the 
Crime was no more than a Man's lying with his.own Wie, 

having Married her without her Kinſwoman's Conſent. Buer 
the Secret Reaſon of all this Severity was, left. the Lady 
N being ot the Royal Blood, should have made any 
Pretenges to the Crown; which was the great Noli me tan. 
gere of this Queen. And this was the Original Quarrel he: 


| tween ber and Mary. Queen of Feots z whoſe Rory, NAY wil 


next reviep. 

To ſearch into the Original of the aufen between the 
two Queens, it will be neceſſary to obſerve that Mary ayees 
of Scotland being Married to Francis the Dauphin of France; 
oy French King had an Eye upon England, as that to which. 

judged the Dauphin in right of his Wife had a juſt Claim; 


* therefore tho he had made Peace with Queen. Zlizabethy 
by vertue whereof he was to draw his French Forces out ot 
| Scotland 3 yet he not only delayed ſo to do, but under- 


hand ſent. more; and at the ſame time eatneſtiy dealt with 
the Pope, that he would pronounce Queen Elizabeth an Here · 


tick, and Illegitimate, and ( which was the 1 d neceſ- 


fary, Conſequence. thereof) Mary Queen of Stetland, to be 

Lawful. Queen- of England; Which notuithftanding t 

Spaniard and the 3 * CO at Nome, — 
aarefully 


. trier r 2 EY 


3 


2 
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1 but at the ſame time cloſely "x ſecretly. laboured 


the "Intereſt of Printe; bearing more ſway with 


them than Religion. Nevertheleſs the niſes had put the 
French. King, deing Ambitiouſly credulous, into ſuc pro's 


hopes ef joyning England to the Scepter o France, by the 
Queen of Scots their Niece, that he openly claime 6d Buglend 
for his Son and Daughter-in-Law'; -and commanded; when he 
could not prevail at Rome, that in all Publick Inſtruments 
they should uſe this Title, FRANCIS AND MARY BY THE 


ENGLAND AND 
the Arms of the Kingdom of Evgland, quartered” — 25 the 
Arms of Scotland, + i cheir Houshold- ſtuff, oy. 1 
the Walls, and wrovght into the Coat 'of 7 eit 
Heralds; whilſt t rs e Engliſh Ambaſſador in 705 957 

of the Injury hereby done to Queen Elizabeth, with whom'he' 
had very ately c 0 Amity; + foralmuch as he had not 
done it while Queen Mary lived, who had denounced Wat, 


GRACE'0F.GOD SINE AND QUEEN 0FSCOTEAND, 
| ELAND; and every where ſet forth 


_ againſt him. Us levied alſb Men,: both Horſe and Foot; in 
France and Germany, to be tra ag into thoſe. parts of c 


Scotland that were bordering upon England. So that Queen 
Elizabeth had Reaſon to be jealous a the Deſigns of the French 
King; eſpecially ſince he breathed forth nothing but Blood 
nd dia laughter U le the Proteſtants. But all his Attempts 
5 * cut 10 85 dden Death, which arreſted him as he w. 
running at Tie. at the Nupcial Solemnities of his Daughter 
with the Spzmniard, and bis Siſter with the Saviard,” This 


happened ſcalonably for Queen Elis daberb, whom, for alt the 
Peace he had made with her, he Nene to have uffalled 


(both as an Heretick and Megitimate ) with all the Power 
he could; on the one fide out vt Seotland, and on the other 


cout of France: Which yet the Queen ſo 'far diſſembled the 
knowledge of, that to do him Honour (being dead) She 


ſole cinized nis Funeral, as for a King her Friend, with great 


mou in St. PauPs Church in London ; and alſo condole the 


Son by an Ambaſſador, for his fathers Death, and at the ſame 


time, congratulating his Succeſſion, put bim in mind to ob- 


ſerve the Amity lately entted into. 
But Francis the new King, and the Queen K* geen ba Wife, 
by the Advice of the Gies, who now in a manner bars all 


n the ſway in France,) pretended openly to be King and Queen 
. of England and Ireland, and abftained not from the Arms of 


England, which they had before Uſurped, but more and more 


shewed them abroad every where. And tho' Sir Nicholas 


Throckmorton , Who was Leiger-Ambaſſador there; on the 


| Queen's behalf, sharply Expoſtulated the matter with them 
About it; yet they anſwered, That it was lawful- for the 
f Serre to bear them, with ſome ſmall Note of Differ- 


Queen 9 


, . ene, to shew the nearne ls of her Kindred to the Blood 
1 2 * of 3 Be; his 1 Eg N denied; 


shewing 


* 18 


„ $00 ao. nd bs. oO,” 


lained 


>< 


An 


- 
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„ 


þ 


aha t,t 


in their Play on both. fides, t A the Set end 
the one inch 
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Game at ing 
 Ecres, 8894 3 and 284 02 


b ueen EL ! ZA V 
*he ing, it vas contrary. to the Laws of Arms, to uſury the 
Arms 17 any Family, who is not born of a certain and known 
Help f. the ſame Houſe +... Then she urged that ahe arroga- 
wa toe hers % no other purpoſe but that the Queen of 
Should abſtain from the Arms of France. But to 
the. Throckmdrton. anſwered,..C which Dr. Wottan had alſo be- 
fore alle in the 97 of Cambray ) that Twelve Kin 
of Exgland had born the A is of France, and that with 
3 ed a Right, That in all the Confederacics 17 675 the 
Engliſh. and the 1 nothing had, been proyided to the 
Je 4: At..laſt, through. he 3 of Mantmorency, 
who was an Emulator of the Guiſans, they abMai 
from the Title and Arms of England and jreland; he think- 
ing it to be ,no, Honour to the Kingdom of France, that a 
Title or Arms should be aſſumed or Engraved in the Kings. 
Seal, than thoſe of the King of France; and that this. one 
Title was as good. as many. He shewed alſo that: the former 
Kings had uſed no other Title WO: they peolecureh. their 


Ri py to Naples and „ 0/7 teat Hay es 


haxe been the larger in reciting, thele thing becauſe in- 
deed from this Title and Arms, which through the Perſwaſion 
of the Guiſes, foe, Bend! King of France had per waded the Queen 
of Scott  Aﬀume, being then in her Tender „ flowed, 2$ 
from a untain, all the Calamities wherein tha "Queen, was 
r involved. For hereupon Queen Faber looked 
upon the Guiſes as her Nane dae ng on he neen 
Sebts. u oman, and therefore bore a ſecret 
Grud 2 pl Hoſt ee the ſubtile Malice of Men of 
both tides, 8 Emulation growing betwirxt them, 
and new occa lions daily ariling: Queen Zlizaberb holding 
her ſelf, obliged by. the Impulſe. of Nature, Honour, and Re- 
ligion, to oppoſe her, (as Afterwards she did) to the Death: 
Where in it may, be there was no leſs of Envy, than Reaſon of 


State; being perhaps as much offended Wich her Fexſections 
as Pretenſjons x „For Sir. Winſton. Churchil, ſpeaking;of. theſe 


two. 1 ys, of the Queen of Scors, That ſhe; was a 
Lady zh t Equalled her in all, Surmounted hex in ſome, and 
was Tgferiour to her in no reſpetts, but that of Fortune only: 
For 1 x was, Flattery and N Didain that N doubt 


firſt 1 . them, beyond What the differ Ee Nation, 


Tntere! ligion cou d., have done; which heightening 
their Wh ealoulies, nes” ET Ns them: de 

were aware, ig ſuch a, Game gf. Wit and Fate 

all that either had at laſt, td, and z 


and t! ee 9 es 2 

he 19980 805 Erl 

by. 10 Ring 55 1 her dt oY IT TY | 1 
rance. and Spay 

ff. i rs 3 7 to mentzon: the — 

Obligations 
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89 ations of ner * Son then but young; and the 
Pops ever ready to G05 for her, 37 ocaion ferved. 
He Advantage Queen ts e — Was Alto ping e great; 


Eligeben 4 Kay in 1er 


$ Af. oh ons 88 

Fs corfand-' bone: at her ! and ſd de- 

1 on her Power, that their Difloyalty ftöod her in as 

much ſtead, as the Loyalty of her own Subjekts; and where · 
of the made ſo 


ule, that her over match Rival being 

never able to aer "Obed ience, much Tels recover their 
Aﬀediotis; ſhe was fain to ſeek for hetp Avon And after 
| he became a Priſoner, finding phe ſhe could traft, was 


. 


| attempt her freedom ſin | roceeding t erein, 
bu? ares of due 2 — by x bock e 1 
9 us; for ſtill the more he ſtirriu, 

the os wth og 85 1 ſelk, faſtenin her Bonds beyond 

| offivility of being ſhaken | 'off a gain; which, ( Had stie 
he Fi mes might poſſibly have Jooſenca of en Nei. 


ove otherwiſe, while she was netther' able to 
ak rl ht. = of her Adverſaries' firength ; Hor. of hn 


0 BT Elkzaberb having more Jubjects 
925 ew of 8 e had got the Aſcendant of her on 
Bout 0 oh "that like her Father Henry, where, N not 
Kings, 1 « Refiry” X whar bates rift be beſt 
tle appear, by a Review of w at cen ucen 
be Scots and Queen EAMabetb. 1 e Be Roc 
' There having been à Treaty made with the Lebe y the 
S ns Conmniſſioners at glb „Which us confirnied and 
emily Sworn to by Queen E/ 22 accort ring ko A Pro- 
viſion! made therein, ſhe ſent a to France, to we it there 
404 . it was agreed in the Treaty) by ebe French 
ing and his Wife, the Queen of Scorlanf; but” they” borh 
rofl eck ü: And it happening that Francis el Fen rafter, 
and thie 1 Scotland Being a Widow ſte Was then a- 
Firs folicited” by Queen 7 ierherh, to ratify. the Fatt Treaty; 
"refuted it 1ving no 8 Anſwer, but that ſhe 
11 h determine of fo great a Mattes d tha 
Felber C0 nor your: "conficſh. it, But 'by thi 2 99 
a e Which confßfdeciß She 5 1 
0 more of her ion, Was a ſuffelent Anfwer; 
95 ex 15 . who- looking ypon” he An RE- 


nan n 
tobe: 100 25 with Nee! and fo "ſends 


bility tend 225 fa the Nobiſty to mutual 1 which 
is m firmy ke rh wir of Relig ion; and allo to e je 
them to- 1 That Princes of Germany ha 

reretl Info gh — 177 0 the Bisbop of me, and hc 
Pee 1 deck chat the 1 and 'Feops 5 


Ws ende e e W * 4 N Tur 
Eid S / 


C 


et ne OB EO ID ERROR INN 


Engliſh, or cutting of 


preſence of a; great many ſta 


long Speech she had with Throckmorton ( Ex lizabes 


1 „inn iſſed Monſieur H' Orell, a roſe 10 8 05 


teen ELIZABETH. 279 
convenient frac (when the 5 ottiſh * was. a Widdow ) 


to 9 variance between the Engliſb and Scots, who had 
contended ſo many years, to the wok” 0 both. their Bloods ; 
either * their enterii = a perpetual League with the 
Contra 94 dent Leag 
with the French,. as were Pop: to ſow diſcord Herne; n . 
Evgliſh and the 'Seors ; and f finally to Five ſecret Wa 1455 to 
the Scots, not to ſuffer the | cen Widdow to take I other 
Foreign Prince to Husband 110 by whoſe Power she might 
evenge ber ſelf on them Fhich very lately reliſted The 
5 and mig ht bring their Liberty in danger of Thraldom 
18 ' this was good Counſel to Hs, 11 1755 — 
condi "what, O Opinion the Queen of Scors. was. of 
beth would Rave taken it W 11 4 576 85 | 
here fs ſo ſet againſt her, ang ſet on to f 120 her, 7 ; 
reſpeck to ber Marrying, 28818, very much queſtion 
there is no dg jubt but 'that the W the Queen o n 
afterwards 125 with from her own Subjects, Was very 9 
15 Queen Zlizaberb's tampeking with them. 
2 the mean time, the NQueen, of Scots propoſing; td x 0.1 ja 
Scopland, requeſted Queen £1;zaberb that, she might” croſs 
the bg into Scotland upon Publick Warrantize, o ſafe 
and that D- el, 45 Frenchman whom. She ſent; be: 
[og might paſs through, Zahn. But Queen. Eli Zaberb, in 
by, dent both the one 
and the other. Which was ſo 1. a Kindneſs, that it ſcem- 
ed a great Unkindneſs to deny it. And indeed, this Repulſc 
did not a little move the Queen of Scors, as 2 by =o 
s Ambaſſa; 
dor in France) about this matter, which. I will briefly- here 
inſert, out of Throckmortox's. own Letter, to th End that the 
beginning and progreſs of the Grudges and. Diſpleaſures be- 
tucsg theſe.two-Queens, may more clearly appear. 
; ie 20th of this preſent (uh, 156] by 1 had acceſs 
«to! he An of Scorland, with. Nhom * ug. 9 8 75 — 
& H Oyſe alking, when 1 entred into ber Chamber; 


. 12 
* she 1 7 Unto hom IL. 0 reas yon 
* ſent lately onheur. 15 Of 0 the' 12 5 my Miſt ef, 
by to.demand her Majeſties ſafe i SN for your free Paſſage 
« by Sea into your an Realm; ard to be a dated 


* with ſuch, Favours as upon] 0 ts you might ve need” 
* on tac. Chat, pt, Prglaud nd Ao. did fort 11 th 
« free Paſl; 6, if te Rid Mgaſt Eur O“ Ohel | f 994 
at... ugh Kis The "Qu BY, Miffr 25 By. 
& chovght 4 i. ſes he 10A: ee ee 
17 % ide Feotſand, Jl ry 8 your delixe | 0 Pal | 
5 Home, neit r fuch other Favgurs as 155 aired, to 
be accommalated. withal 55 ber Maſeffies hand; 1353 | 
{as 8 have _ ace * op Ratification of the Trea- 


| 4. ty 


2 14 mad 
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80 = 6% accorded by jou r Deputies in Fuly, now twelve Months 
« ago. at £denburgh, which in Honour yon are bound many 
« ways to Sol - for beſides that you ſtand bound by your 
* hand and Seal, whereby your Commiſſioners were Autho- 
rized; it. may pleaſe you, Madam, to remember that many 
* Promiſes have. deen made for the Performance thereof, as 
e well in the King your Husband's time, as by your ſelf fince 
« his Death; and yet notwithſtanding the Treaty remaineth 
« 40 0 a8 before, a whole year being expired ſince 
« « the Accord thereof, which by your Commiſſioners was a» 
as to have been ratified within Sixty days: So as upon 
s unamicable and indirect dealing, the Queen my Mi: 
2 « firck hath refuſed you theſe: Fayours and 'Pleafures by you 
60 4 required, and hath grounded this her Majefties ſtrangeneſs 
&* unto yon, upon your own Behaviour, which, ber Majeſty 
« doth uncbmn ortably, both for that your Majeſty is, as she 
1. is, 4 Queen, her next Neighbour, and next Ki woman; - 
e nevertheleſs her Majeſty hath commanded me to fay unto 
ou, Madam, ( guoth 1) that if you can like to be better 
<* adyiſgd,. and to ratify * Treaty, as you in Honour are 
6 bound tg 82 ber io ty Will not only give you and yours 
6 free Paſſage, but ab will be moſt glad to ſee you paſs 
6 through 55 Realm, that you may be accommodated with 
& the Heaſute thereof; and ſuch Friendly Conference ma 
ede had betwixt you, as all Unkindneſs may be quenched, 
« and an aſſured perfett Amity betwixt you both, for ever 
* eftablished.. Having ſaid thus much unto her; the ſaid 
& Oneen ſat down, and made me fit alſo by her; ” the then 
* commanded. all the Audience to retire them farther off, 
»* 2nd ſaid, Monfeur 1 vanes 0 1 know not well my own 
« Jafiripiry, not how far 1 may with my Paſſion be tranſport- 
* ed: Fut I. like not to have ſo many Witneſſes ' of my 
66 Paſſion, as the Queen your Miſtreſs was content to have, 
when she talked. with Monfteur H Oyſel.-- There is nothin 
i doth more grieve me, than that 1 did fo forget my ſelf, 
#25 0 1 55 e of the Queer yout Miſtreſs that Favour 
2 which 7 ng need to Ask: I needed no more to have 
Privy to. my Journey, than sbe doth me of hers.: 
4 I way pal 8 125 enough” into my own Realm, T think, "with- 
Wh; aſs-port, or Licenſe; For tho' the late King, 
x 975 aid she, uſed alt the Impeachment he could, 
| 19 mie, and to catch me when I came hither, yet 
| 115 kad, Monteur P. Ambaſjadour, came hither ſafely, 
4 54 * og "have, as 800d means to elp me home again, 
| 925 7 hicker, Tf.1 would 'Enploy- my Friends: 
{as fo far from Evil-teaning, to the 
that” at this time®? was more willing 
te AT: to ſtand me in Rea than all the 
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« he glad and willing to Employ both their Forces and Aid 
„to ſtaud me in Head. Nod have, 'Monſieur f Ambeſſedour, 
( quoth she) oſtentimes told me. That the Amity between 
the Queen your Miſtrefſs and me, was very neceſſary and 
4 profitable for us both; I have ſome reaſon (quoth she) 
« now to think that the Queen your Miſtreſs is not of that 
„Mind; for Iam fire, if she were, She would not have re- 
„ fuſed me thus unkindly: It ſeemeth she maketh more 
account of the Amity of my diſobedient Subjects, than she 
« doth of me their Soveraign, who am her Equal in Degree, 
< the? Inferiour in Wiſdom and Experience, her nigheſt Kinſ- 
e woman, and her next Neighbour ; and trow you ( quoth 
she that there can he ſo good meaning between my Sub- 
© jefts and ber, which have forgotten their principal Duty 
to me their Soveraign, as there should be betwixt Her and 
* Me? I perceive that the Queen your Miſtreſs doth think, 
I that becanſe my Subjects have done me wrong, my Friends 
« and Allies will forſake me alſo: Indeed Jour Miſtreſs 
4 doth” give me cauſe. to ſeek Friendship where I did not 
mind to ask it. But Monfieur “ Ambaſfadour, let the Queen 
your Miſtreſs think, tflat it will be thoughe ſtrange amongft 
© all Princes and Countries, that she should firft animat 
my Subjects againſt me, and now being a Widdow, to im- 
peach my going into my own Country: I ask her nothin; 
* but Friendſhip.: I do not trouble her State, nor praftiſe 
with her Subjects: And yet I know that chere be in her 
Realm that be inclined enough to hear offers; 1 know 
* alſo they be not of the Mind ſhe is of, neither in Religion, 
© nor other things. The Queen your Miſtreſs doth ſay that 
„Lam young, and do lack Experience; indeed, (quoth she) 
I confeſs 1 am younger than ſhe is, and do Want Experience; 
but T have Age and Experience enough to uſe my ſelf to- 
„ wards my Friends and Kinsfolks friendly and uprightly : 
% And I truſt my Diſcretion ſhall not ſo fail me, that my 
Paſſion ſhalf move me to uſe other Language of her, thin 
it becometh of à Queen, and my next Rinſwoman. Well, 
** Monfleu P Ambaſſadour, 1 could tell you, - that I am, as ſhe 
is, 2 Queen Allied and Friended, as is known; and I tell 
you allo, That my Heart is not inferiour to" hers ; ſo as 
an equal Reſpect would pe had betwixt us on both parts; 
but I will nöt contend in Compariſons: Firſt you know 
„ (quoth ſhe) that the Accord was made in the late King, 
& my Lord "and Husband's time; by whom, as reaſon w "I 
„1 was gommanded and governed; and 5 fuch delays as 
© were ther in his time, uſed in the aid Ratification, Iam not 
„to be charged; fince his Death, my Intereſt failing in the 
„ Kealm of France, 1 left to be adviſed" by the? Council of 
France, and they left me alſo to my own Connetl': Indeed 
„gvoen ſhe) my Uneles A Kno, ofs the Affairs 
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« States. of my op Reps Hoe L. can by 90) means have 
1 VERN je amongft them. Nou knew; (/quoth The ) as 
ge r hith l Death of the 
1 co 1 as dare n | 
in tland. But J th you, Monſieur I. Ambaſſadour, (quoth 
_ T'ſhs Fe how: e 1 eee ; tb "the 
«© Four Miſtreſs, towards, me? I geſire to know it, to the 
ent of the 


een = Miſtreſs, which was never by you put in uſe in 
Mary's time: And; if any thing can be more pre» 


te 2 N *. ; 2 D | * 
ings ; much more the Queen my Miſtreſs hath cauſe to be 
7 biete, (conſidering her undoubted andeawful Intereſt) 


2 


e With the offer of ſuch Inu. 
2300 5 F Ambaſſador, faid the, I was then under che 


* Power over me; and alſe in Realon abe voght-r0 be ſatis- 
0. rreat Dishonout; to the Queen my Couſin, 'your' Miltrels, 
* rhough..1, 4 Queen alle, dul bear the Arms of Ee 
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4 | «Grandmother was the King her Father's: Siſter ; And ( 
5 * trow.) the Eldeſt Siſter be had. L dg afure Jou, Ae. 
I bade, and do ſpeak unta you"truly; 4 1 Wink, 1 


4 fle ver, meant nor thought. matter gagainſt dhe Queen 1 
| * Couſthe, ichen quoth ene F kno w@uhav"T hin, "at | 
Poul de lorh -either to do others! Wyong, or lüfter coo 


TY «* much 
Lil EY 


* 7 
4 


* 


tz The True Secret Hiſtory of 
anch Wiens my gent. And now that I have told you my 
* Mind plainly, I pray behave your {elf betwixt us as a good 
«Miniſter, , whoſe part is to make things betwixt Princes 
* rather: better than worſe. And ſo 1 took my leave of the 
x Queen for that time. n . 5 ak + 
Ibis Diſcourſe of the Queen of Scott with Throckmorton 
ſuſſicienriy sheus the Original of the difference between the 
two Queens ; ber aſfuming the Arms of England, with the 
Royal Title aud Stile thereof, was the ground of the Co u 
troverſy ; which the Queen of Scotlend modeſtly excuſes. as 
t being hep Ac and Deed, but that of her Father-in-Law's, 
Send after of her Husbands. -Alledging that after their 
Deaths, she relihquished them. And as to the not ratifying 
ef the Treaty, she alſo gives a ſufficient reaſon, laying Queen 
Hlizaberh's Cavſleſs Unkindneſs whaly at her own Door... .. 
r the ill Opinion that Elisabeth had entertained of the 
Queen. of Jcont, had taken too deep a root, to he cafily era - 
dated ; she believed that, she did eie de · 
Lys upon ſome New hopes, foraſmuch as She had propgand- 
ed sg the Eſtates of Scotland, concerning the Confire 
mazion. of the Treaty, tho they had aſſembled once or twice 
ater. the Death of ber Husband. To obviat all which, the 
Queen, of eus being now upon her way, ſent for Throckmory 
zei t Abbevilie,' where:She again ask d him, How Ea, 66 
m Word os Deed fatisfy Queen Flizeberb ? By-ratifying (laid 
de) the Treaty af Edenborough, 45 / bave ofren told your Mae 
£Þ64-4lzesdy. To whom sbe replied, Hearfen therefore, that 
en may judge whether they be not juſt. Reaſons, which: ſpe calletb 
Dilays and vam Excuſes. © 1 * 2 3 2-4 3 5 
The Firſt Article in that Treaty, for Ratifying the Treaty 
ak. the Caſtle of Cambray, between England and France, con- 
eV.. DL; 
i The Second, touching the Ratifying of the Treaty there 
mage between England and Scotland, was Ratified by my Hus: 
45 and Nie; and cannot be Ratified again, unleſs it had 
been concluded in my own. Name alone; N whereas my Hus 


band. is! expreſſy named therein. gg. 
The Third, Fourth, and Fifth Articles, ure acconiplabed al: 
Ady. For Warlike Proviſions have ceaſed, the French Garri 
fons; are: called home out of Scotland, the Fortreſs of mouth 
Scdemolished 3 1 have abftained from the Arms and Title of 
Foplaud, dince my Husbands Death. But to Kaze and Scrape 
them out of che Buildings and Charters throughout. all 
. Fxance, is not in my Power, As neither is it in my Power. 
Fend back the Bishop of Valence and Randon, who, are not, 
my Subfects, inte England, to a debating of the Sixth Article. 
bor the: Jeſt Article, 1 hope my Seditious Subjects will = 
de no Cauſe to complain of my Severity; but 1 perteive, 
We prvept ge. by ftopping my Return, that ey Shall 
t have [Trial ef my Clemency, - ois ne ki e 3 
4; 25 : kat 
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Wat remaineth now in this Treaty, which may be prejudicia 
to. the Queen your-Mifireſs.? - Nevertheleſs for her more full Sig. 
faltion, I will write uno ber more at large with mine om baud, 
ranching this matter 3, though ſhe doth not  vouch/afe to write bac 
ums me, bby 4 Secretary... Bur I pray you, my\ Lord, chat art. 
an Ambaſſadour,to do the pars of an Ambaſſadaur.y thas it, rater. 
Molijy, than Exaſper ate rhe matter. NT n ee 
But tho the Queen of Feots had thus made things as plain” 
2E yet neither. theſe. Reaſons nor her Letters could: - 
ſatisfy. Queen Elisabeth ; whoſe Mind being filled with Pre- 
judice, could not believe but that the Queen of Scots would: 
again aſſume the Arms and Title of England, unleſs e were 
hound and tyed to the contrary, by the Confmation of the 
Treaty, and the Conſcience of an Oath... 2 
In the mean time the Yn | Scars having, gotten a ft. 
pportiity , ſet Sail from Calice, and arrived Gate in Sehe 
Fier the Engliſp Ships by the advantage pf the foggy: 
eather. For the Engliſh Ships were Cruiting about; and; 
tho” it was given out by ſome; that they wer to do her He- 
nour; and by others that they were to ſuppreſs Pyrates, yet 
the true but ſecret Deſign was, to intertept the Queen of Segrs. 
For Fames. the Baſtard, having teturned very lately chrough.- 
England, had giveh the 9 5 ſecret Adyice to intercegt her, 
if he would provide for the Safety of Religion, and her own: 
Security. And Lidington, being glad. that Y Oyſcll was d. 
tained in England, N it alſo: Leſt (as he Wrote); 
ſhe returning, ſhould raiſe Tragedies, ſtop all intercourſe of 


Letters and W e Engliſh, and finally Exeraſe- | 
Cruelty againſt the" Proteſtants, of Scotland z not as Traitors, 
but as, Hereticks ; as, Queen Mary of England had done not 
long before. But theſe were. but vain fears, for the being 
returned, uſed her Subjekts with much Gentleneſs, nor did. 
ſhe Endeavour to make any Alteration in Religion, tho it, 
e England, where it was countenanced hy the Reyal- 
_ The Queen of Scott being now in her own Kingdom, ſent 
Lidington with Letters from herſelf and ſeveral of the Scottiſp 
Nobility, to Queen EMabetb; wherein ſhe expreſſed her de- 
fire to enter into and keep Peace with her; and requeſted her 
that ſome certain Courſe of Peace 5 be taken between 
England and Scotland ;; and that the moſt certain way. to Efta-, 
bliſh Peace between them, was, That Queen Elizabeth ſhould 
declare her, by Authority of Parliament, to be her Heir Ap- 
patent, and next to ſucceed her in the Kingdom of England, 
in caſe he hond not Rare Iuu e. 
Queen Elizabeth, (who never cared to hear of à Succeſſor) 
was very much ſurprized at this Letter, who expected no- 
thing but the Confirmation of the Treaty of Edinborougb, 
- promiſed both under her hand, and by word of Mouth; and 
FF e ttharefore 
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therefore returned for Anſwer, What ſhe beped the Quben of 
Scots would nos take away the Seepter from ber and ber Children, 
if ſhe ſhould duve any: - That ſhe would derogate noibing 
Title to" the Sceprer- of England; bo ſhe, 1hroupÞ the v 
a of otbers, arrogazed the Title" id"; 

for which Injury it was meet 1 malhe Sinton.” — 
deſigning ber ber Succeſſc jr, ared Teft Amity * rather 
diſſolbel thin tonfirmed © Foruſmuch as 10 thoſe ibu e in 


erehafty” 


#5 b\ 


place of Government, genes "7 are alwiys fuſptfed and Eno 


— inconftant bumour of People ragber 9 — 1% b N 
than the Seiting Sun: . the deſigned Fucceſſors * thomnſtlvet/ L 

not able to limit their own and others wicked Hopes within: the 
Ponds of \Equitty and Nuſon: go ther if Jbe ſhbnld colfirm red. 


ber the Succeſſion, it would be the read w br en Wind er, 1 


curiiy, and in ber 'Life-rime lay herſelf in ber hun 
and mike ber on Grave: Al ber-ſtill to conferne” 
Dep. Which the Queen of Scots; tho" ſhe did it not, dl 
not directiy deny; "TMs nifjed''th; EY A could not well a0 it. 4 
till the Scortiſh Affairs were firſt ſettled; ©” | hes 
After this. thät all E nding herween "ths © «tir 


2 mighe de removed, che A, of "Scots propotinded 
aEnterview-between her at > the den j but becauſe it 


15 took every thibp ſhe did, by the wrong hanille; being fu“ 
jous of her mo arge Kions; : and as to this: | Rap 


IL 
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in France: a 41 | 


of Score 1955 ER 75 


1 Welt Non N Trs mien ra 1 up between 3 5 15 
Naga the Confederacy Betwixt the 2 and the Fe at; 
night de in kime diffolved, and the Queen of Fcors” brong 92 
to Embrace the Proteſtant Religlon. ut others a8 ain 
jefted, That by ſuch Interviews and Conferences, it 13 5 25 
obſerved that cd of Emulation have been ſown, fat pe han 
Love; and that the” Oſtentation of the Wealth and Power 
of the one, is ever Envied of the other ;. that Preſence” ($3 
not many times anſwer to the Opinion and Fame of the 
Comelineſs of the Body, Beauty of the Face, and Gifts 0 


the Mind, but leaves place * Reprehenſion to either of 


them. 
The Queen of Seat Werd that there were nts 1. 
cions of that propoſed Enterview, made by the Queen and Per 


Council; began to ſuſpect her ſelf alſo, that it was not very 
ſafe to put er ſelf into Queen Elizabett's hands, With whom 
ſhe had conrended about the Title of the Kingdom. She was, 
alſo unreſolved Which part ſhe ſhould" ingine to, ( having 
heard that Queen POD an food openly for the Proteſtaris 


© of 
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on ber 
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| was the wog e cert ald Heir, [and in 
at 2 ed] much ip her Wngles.; 
z and she deſired ale to 
r Queen, Elia benb. She 
ae ae iter Amity. 
d not 845 be Toren of the 
5 
er Ou of # 
: . certain Love of the F . An- 

, or Queen Elizabeth. ng Which cenſidera- 
tions on both inlets — e wah. had been far ſame. 
time in band, and I "y Nett. ame a 
N 5 7 1 _— Leer by her. Letters, 

1 L. e ou she might by Autho- 
rig ent » = 3 Heir apparent to the Crown 

1 24, adit for her Naughe; 


— 1 1 to be r che ſettling of a. moſt. certain 
eacey: 7775 the Upon of he kee, fo. often deſired,, And 
voted tt he Can oh the e of her Uncles. 
the Queen of England not agreeing to 


bony en the. Interview, as was id before, came t 
ing · 501 
Soon after this (it not at theme time * the Cardinal of. 
Lorain dealt with: the Emperour Ferdinand, that che Queen oi 
Scots might Marry wich his Son the Arch Duke C hartes, 
Cho was then a Suitor to Queen Elizabeth ) whereupon, 
Queen Elizabeth, 95 8 was unwilling, to be Rival's: 

FP Queen of Seo meg Fat het word, by.Sir.7bomas Rendolph;. 
That Th dhe hearkened fo, 922 Cardinal, the . Engliſh; Mens 
Capital: en., 4 grning that Marriage, both the Amity 
between Englan e might happen thereby to be 
diſſolred, and te a4 5 perha aps. be barred. of the hopes of 
the Succeſſion of the ee of Eug land; which hopes, that 
she might not loſe, she Friendiy warned ber, (for ſo was Sir 
Thomas ordered to Jay J. tn, chuſe ſuch. a Husband in England, 
as in whom, she pe rt Reite her ſelf, and then her own 
People, and the ſh, in] mbracing; Peace, and making a 
ſure way for her ſelf to the Succeſſion. in England, which could 
not be declared, unleſs it were firſt known whom she would 
take for her Husband. This was one of the kindeft Meſſages 
Queen #lizabetb had o% ſent her; but there was now ſome 
reaſon for it + For Queen Elizabeth, tho: she intended 

not to Marry the Arch-Duke Charles, yet she would have 
lacked upon it as an under -valuing of her, if he should have 
left her, to have courted the Queen of Scomand: And Second- 


| To. ws had now Entered | into-a Contract with the French pro - 
teſtants, 


Lord Keeper Bacon to the Queen, for having intermedled'a-' 


to derive the Title of the Crown of England, (in caſe che 
Queen should dye without Iſſue) to the Houſe of Suffolk, 


maſt unworthy of the Royal Blood. And that in caſe she 
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teftants, in order to repreſs the 'Exorbitarit Power of the 


Wa: 
Guiſes. It was at this time therefore needful to be upen fair of 
terms with the Queen of Scotland. And as to her taking a Th 
Husband, Queen Hñgabeth commended” to her Robert Du oy the 

upon whom she conferred ſeveral Honours, to make him the by 


more worthy of ſo high a ep z making him Maſter of 
the Horſe, and afterwards Baron of Denbigb, and then Earl-of t 
Leiceſter z and having theſe Honours conferred upon him, ne he 
woed the Queen of Scots by all the ou 'Offices he chuld; ca 
and that he might the better win her Favour, he accuſed the 


gainſt the Queen of Scots, jn the matter of the Succeſſion; 
and as being privy to a Book wherein one Zales went About 


This recommending of Dudley to the Queen of Scots for 4 
Husband, was of great Service to her, tho* he rejefted the 
Offer: For her Dowry-Money being not paid out of France, 
as it should have been, and the Priviledge of the Scors there 
being taken away, and Hamilton, Duke of Chaſter-berault, de - 
prived of his Dükedom; The Cardinal of Lorain her Uncle, 
fearing leſt upon theſe Accounts she should forſake the French, 
and comply with the Marriage of Dudley, and thereby 'con- 
firm the Amity of che Engl diſſwaded her againſt this 
Match, with Dudley, as à great Diſparagement to Her, and- 


refusd it, -che%hould nbt only have her Dowry Money paid 
to her, but that the Srvts should be confirmed in their former 
Priviledges, and alſo have new ones granted then. 
But tho“ the Quern ef Srorg-xefuled -Zeicefter, yet she had 
ſuch a Regard to the Sueceſſioſt of the Crown of England, that 
She ſent for Matthew Earl of Lenox into Scotland, by Advice 


of the Counteſs of Lenox her Aunt; under colour to reftore 


him to his Antient Inheritance, but indeed te conſult with 
him about theſe Matters. Who, by his Wife's means, obtain - 
ed both leave and Letters of Commendation, from Queen 
Elizabeib, when be had been a banished Man out df his 
Country Twenty years, in which time, (he being a Stust of 
the Royal Blood of Scotland) King Henry the Eighth, who 
had a great reſpect for him, gave him to Wife Margarer 
Douglaſs, his Niece by his Elder Sifter, with large Poſſeſſions; 
and acknowledged him the next Heir of the Crown of Srot - 
land, after Mary, who was then an Infant. By this Margaret, 
he had a Son named Henry, who was made Lord Darly. This 
Henry being by Birth an Engliſbman, and of the Royal Blood 
both of England arid Scotland; if he Should Marry into ſome 
Potent Family in England, the Queen of Scots feared (he be- 
ing ſo very well beloved by the Engliſh) might prove an Ob- 


ſtruction t her, in her Title to the Succeſſion of the Crown 


of England. Foraſmuch as, in the Opinion of moſt Men, be 
eds. = 3 


45 — — 0 


2 


— — — 


* 


* 


CC ͤ ²⁰ m ̃ —mu! 8 


* 
WW: 


* . 


was looked upon to be the next Heir, after her, of the Crown 
of England. Him therefore ſhe deſigned for her Husband' : 
There being no one thing which ſhe more deſired, than that 
the two Kingdoms of England and Scorland might be devolved 
by her upon ſome Man of the Scottiſh Blood; and might by 
him be propagated to Poſterity in the Royal Name of the 
Stuarts. Which by this Marriage ſhe Effetted, But what 
hopeful Stuarts they all prov'd, we ſhall have too large oc- 
caſion to ſhew' in the ſucceeding Reigns, oo 4 

Queen Elizabeth was not at all pleaſed with this deſigned 
Marriage, and therefore to prevent it, advertiz'd the Queen 
of Scots by Randolph, that that Marriage was generally ſo dif 


liked by all the Engliſh, that she had Prorogued the Parhia- 


ment to another time againſt the Mind of her Council, leſt 
the Eſtates of the Realm being incenſed, should even for this 
Cauſe Enact ſomewhat againft her Title to the Succeſſion, - 
Which that it might not be done afterward, and that she 
might give Satisfaction to the Engliſh, she adviſed her to think 
of ſome other Marriage, and again Barneftly commended 
Leiceſter to her for a\Husband, whom is this reſpect chiefly 
She had raiſed to the Honour of an Earl. uv 
Upon this, Commiſſioners were appointed on both ſides to 
treat at Berwick about her Marriage with Leiceſter; for upon 
this Condition, Queen Elizabetb had promiſed to declare her 
by Act of Parliament hei adopted Daughter, or Siſter, as ſoon 
as she was Married. But this Treaty likewiſe (as all be- 
tween tkeſe two Queens did) came to nothing; and how 
could it be otherwiſe, when their Aims and Ends, were differ- 
ent? What the Scots Queen's Aim was, I have declared be- 
fare : And as to Queen Elizabeth, we muſt do her the Juſtice, 
as to acknowledge that her Deſign herein was very honoura- 
ble, and worthy of herſelf; for the. reaſon why she ſo much 
delired this Marriage, was, that thereby the Succeſſion of both 
Kingdoms might be Eſtablished in an Engliſh Stock: Tho 
at the ſame time, to ſpeak the Truth, she was too flow about 


2 a matter of this great Importance, and eſpecially having to 


do with a Queen that was ſo eager to be Married. For by 
her ſlow Proceedings, he made the Queen of Scots believe that 
she was deceitfully dealt with: And that Queen Elizabeth 
propounded this Marriage to no other End, but to chooſe for 
her ſelf the beſt of all the Suitors; or elſe to Marry with 
Leiceſter the more Excuſably, if she, being an abſolute Queen, 


did firſt conſent to the Marriage of Leiceſter. And indeed, 


that haughty Earl having entertained ſome hopes of Marrying, 
Queen Elizabeth himſelt, was become very cold in his Court- 
Ship to the Queen of Scots; and ſecretly warned the Earl of 
Bedford by private Letters, that he should not be too Eager in 


the matter. And for the ſame reaſon allo, he was thought to 


have ſecretly favoured the Lord Darhy; who was really e- 
very way a Compleat Gentleman, and for his Perſon and Cou- 


(t). ditions, 
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of Srots, no ſooner ſaw him, than ſhe fell in love'with him: 
Nor could all that . Elizabeth could either ſay or do, 
hinder the Match, which proved for him but a very unhappy 
one; for the Seeds of Diſſention being ſown between them 
by ſome ill Inſtruments, the Effects of it were very Tragical, 
the Queen of Scots loſing much of her Honour thereby; for ſhe 
having entertained an Italian, one David Rizio, an Excellent 
Muſician, for her Secretary, it was given out that ſhe admit- 
ted him to too great a Familiarity; which ſo incenſed the 
King that nothing would ſerve him but his Blood ; which he 
not only attempted but executed, entring with ſeveral others 
into the Queen's Chamber while ſhe was at Supper, with the 
Counteſs of Aran, and there ſeizing upon Rio, who was eat- 
ing ſome Meat that came from the Queens Trencher ; and 
- ſetting a Piſtol to the Queen's Breaft, ſhe being then big with 
Child, inſomuch that ſhe run a great Riſque of Miſcarrying 
of the Child ſhe went with. Then they haled him into a 
little Chamber hard by, and there Murthered him, ( for 
Jealouſy is the rage of a Man) ſhutting the Queen, in the 
mean time, into her Privy-Chamber, while Morton beſet all 
c 
Tbis Murther of X70 widened the Breach between the King 


and Queen ; of which the King ſeemed fo ſenſible, that he 


repented of his Raſhneſs, and craved Pardon for his Fault; 
-and as it is ſaid, confeſſed that he committed 'it through the 
_nftigation of Murray and Morton. And from that time En- 
deavoured how to ruin them. But having acquainted the 
Queen with his Deſign of making them away, he was pre- 
vented from putting it in Execution; and himſelf was ſoon 


after madeè a Sacrifice, whether to the 7 or Murrays 


Reſentments, or both, is hard to ſay: Hiſtorians are very 
ſilent in the manner of this Murder; and only paſs it by 
with ſaying the King was Murdered; and that it was done 


by Borhwel: And yet even this brings the Queen under Suſ- 


picion enongh, conſidering that this Borhwel, whom they all 


agree to be the Murderer, was ſoon after (having been ac- 


quitted of this Regicide by a Sham-Trial ) Married to the 
*Queen-+ For would any Woman, that had not been concerned 

in it her ſelf, have Married a Man that ſhould have been ſo 
much as ſuſpected for the Murder of her former Husband? 
But the Manner of the Murder does much more confirm the 
ſuſpicion, which I will relate from a great Friend and Fa- 
vonrer of the Queen of Scots. Cauf. Holy Court, Part 5. 


we King fell fick of the ſmall Pox at Glaſco, which the 
Queen underſtanding , immediately repaired thither to 


2 bring; him unto Edinborongb, where were better Accommo- 
** dations for him; at the ſame time the Conſpirators Aﬀem- 
© bled themſelves to accompliſh their Deſign; and moreover 
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ditions, well worthy of a Crown; and therefore the Queen 
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they had a deſire to involve the Queen and her Son in the 
« ſame Ruine; but they feared that it would be too appa- 
* rent, and it would be more Expedient for them to bring all 
« the Envy of the Death of the Husband upon the Head of 


. his Wife; whom they conceived to be ſtill highly offended 
4 for his ill demeanor towards her: To which purpole they 


te undertook to Torment her Spirit, and prompt her to 


« thoughts of Vengeance; which they never could effect, ſo 
te ſtrong was the New Knot of their reconciled Love. They 
4 deliberated among them̃ſelves to put this Miſerable Prince 

© to death by fire; and becauſe it was inconvenient to per- 
« form it in the Palace, they entred into Council amongſt 
« themſelves, to remove him into a fair Hpuſe, which was at 
* the upper end of the City, where they had prepared a fatal 

Mine for his Deſtuction: His Sickneſs being ſuch, the Queen 
e accorded. to bis Removal, and very innocently did take her 


% Husband by the hand, and did conduct him to the Entry 
« of his Lodging; where, with a fingular Prudence ſhe dif 


* poſed of every thing. which concerned the Recovery of his 
% Health. And not contented with that, ſhe ſtayed with him 
* without the Apprehenſion of any danger of Infection; 
„ which put the Pletters of this delicate Conſpiracy into fear, 
“ but ſhe ſeemed eto be nothing troubled at it, and ſtayin 
© with him until Midnight, ſhe entertained him with all the 
4 gatisfaction that he could expect from ſo. bountiful a Na- 
ture. As ſoon as ſhe was retired, behold by the ſecret 
« Artifice of the Powder, to which fire was given under the 
Lodging of the King, the Chamber was blown into the 
* Air, and the Bed all on fire, he found himſelf to be deſper- 
< ately enwrapped in this Calamity ; and the Authors of the 
% Miſchief conſpiring: with the Elements did diſpatch him 
cut right, having found him half dead in a Garden, into 
ky which place the Violence of the Fire had thrown him. The 
«* ment, and loſt in the depth of Sorrow; ſhe feared every 
„thing, and knew not what te do, or what to hope; every 
© hour attending to ſee the end of that Tragedy to be the 
„beginning of another on her own Life. The malicious 
* Earl of Murray, who now had given the Blow by the Inftru- 
© ment of his Wickedneſs, as he had ſpoken a little before, 


* to thoſe that were neareſt to him, that the King ſhould die, 
the ſame Night did cunningly retire himſelf. The People 


© murmured, and knew not what to take to; but the cleareſt 
* ſighted among them perceived that it was a. work of this 
* pernicious Brother, who had a defire utterly to deftroy the 
* Royal Family, to mount himſelf upon the Throne. | 
So fag. that Author. In which it is ſufficiently obvious, 
notwitWanding his putting the beſt colours upon it that it will 


hear, that the Queen of Scots could not but be privy to the 


Murder of her Husband ; = => did ſhę bring him from 
. „ Lo BED 


Queen Nen of it, was poſſeſſed with a wonderful Amaze - 


Glaſco © 
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Glaſco to Edinborough, at a time when he was fick of the Small 
Pox ? And why elſe did ſhe permit him to be removed from 
the Palace to a Houſe at the upper end of the City, where 
they had before prepared a Mine to blow him up? And as 
for his ſaying, They bad 2 defign to have involved the Queen in 
the ſame ruine, if they had had ſuch a defign, why did they 
not do it ? Conld they ever expett a fairer opportunity than 


when ſhe was ſo long with the King alone, even till Midnight? 


Bur, did they not, on the contrary, defer their deſign till ſhe 
was gone? And as ſoon as ſhe was retired, they ſet fire to 
the Mine, and blew up the King: For the Queen her ſelf 
was to be the Reward of the Murderer, as appears by her 
Marrying of Botbwel, (who was the Perſon that atted this 
Villany) ſoon after, And ſo reſolved ſhe was upon this Mar- 
riage, that neither the ſuſpicion of his being the Murderer 
of the King, nor his being Married already to another Wo- 
man, could hinder her. All theſe things conſidered, which 
even Cauſin himſelf grants to be true, are a ſufficient Tndica- 
tion of her guilt. * And indeed the Queen's Marrying of Botb- 
wel, begat a general ſuſpicion of her being concerned in the 


Murder of the King, and that ſhe was privy thereto: Which 


ſuſpicion was increaſed by ſeveral of the Nobility, who ſent 


Letters to that Effect into ſeveral parts of the Kingdom: Sp 


that in a little time thoſe very Perſons that had before ac- 


faved herſelf by flight, Riding that day Sixty Miles; and 
afterwards, by -Night-ſcurneys came to the Houſe of Max- 


hardly uſed there, tiſl ſhe was conſtrained to r 


quitted Botkwel by a Sham-Tryal, of the Murder of the King, 
and perſwaded the Queen to Marry him; now rife up againſt 
both, ſeeking the Depoſing of the one, and the Deftruftion 
of the other. To avoid which, Botbwel provides for his. ſafety 
by flight, but the Queen being taken, was ia th tongs and 

| Cc 5 ign the King- 
dom to her Son, ( who was then ſcarce Thirteen Months 


old) and named the Earl of Murray to be Regent or Viceroy 


during the Minority of her Son; and yet, even after this, 


ſhe was detained in Priſon till ſhe ſecretly found means to 


Eſcape. Being again at Liberty, a Sentence declaratory was 
pronounced by the Unanimous Conſent” of all the Noblemen 
that were there Aſſembled, That the Reſignation extorted 


from the Queen in Priſon, through fear, was Null from the 


very firſt; and that it was extorted by force, the Queen her 
ſelf made Oath. The Queen thereupon. ſoon. levied an 


Army. of Six Thoufand Men, with which ſhe Engaged with 


Murray, by whom they were defeated z upon which the Queen 


mel Baron Herris, and choſe rather to commit her ſelf to the 
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Mercy of the Sea, and to the Protection of Queen Flizaberb, 
than to the Fidelity of her own People; nevertheleſs, ſne 
ſent Joln Beton firſt with a Diamond Ring, whichgshe had 
tormerly received from her, as a Pledge of Mu 
incimating that she would come into Exgland, and implore 


Amity; 


her 


— 
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her Aid, if . her Subjects offered to perſecute her any further. 
To whom Queen Elizabeth returned Anſwer, that she should 
expect from her in abundant manner all loving and friendly 
Offices. But before the Meſſenger was returned, she (con- 
trary to the Advice of her Friends) entered into a finall 
Bark, and with the Lords #erris and Fleming, and a few o- 
thers, landed at Wirkinton in Cumberland, near the Mouth of 
the River Derwent: And the ſame Day writ the following 
Letter to the Queen, the chief heads whereof, foraſmnch as 
they contain an Hiftorical Narration of things done againft 
her in Scotland, more fully than I have related them, I have 
thought goed to ſet down out of the very Original; which 
runneth thus: | 3 | 8 
« You are not ignorant ( moſt Excellent Princeſs, and my 
very good Siſter ) how ſome of my Subjects whom I have 
<.raiſed to the higheft top of. Honour, have conſpired to im- 
< priſon me and my Husband ; and how I alſo at your In- 
* terceſhon, received them again to Fayour, after they were 
hy force of Arms driven out of my Kingdom. Yet theſe 
* Men brake into my Chamber, cruelly Murthered my Ser- 


© vant before my Face, when I was great with Child, and 


* shut me up in Cuftody ; And when I had pardoned them 
© a ſecond time, behold they pretended a New Crime againft 
me, which they plotted themſelves, and ſigned with their 
© own hands, and were now ready. with an Army in the 
© Field to charge me. But I truſting in my own Innocency, 


and to ſpare the Spilling of Blood, put my ſelf into their 
Hands. They preſently put me into Prifon, removed all 


* my Servants from me, ſaving one or two Waiting-Maids,. 
my Cook, and my Phyſician, drave me by Threats and Ter- 


* ror of Death to reſign my Kingdom ; and in an Aſſembly 
« of the States convocated by their own Authority, refuſed 


«to hear me or my Advocates deſpoiled me of my Goods, 
© and barred me from all Conference with any Man, Afﬀter- 
* wards, with GO D's Guidance, I eſcaped out of. Priſon ; 
* and being guarded with the Flower of the Nobility, which 
* gladly flocked unto me from all parts, I put my. Enemies 
in mind of their Duty and Allegiance, I offered them Par- 
„don, and propounded that both Parties might be heard. in 
4 an Aſfembiy of the States, left the Commonwealth ſhould 
„be rent any longer with Civil Combuſtions. Two Meſ- 
* ſengers I (ent about this Matter, and both of them they 


_*caft in Priſon; thoſe which aided me, they proclaimed. 


„ Traitors, and commanded them by Publick Proclamation, 
„that they ſhould preſently leave me. I prayed them that 


J dhe Lord Bel might upon, Publick Faith and Affurance 


„Treat with them about a Compoſition; but this alſo they 
* flatly denied. Yet 1 hoped that by your Mediation they 
© might have been recalled to their Duty. But when I;faw 


< that 1 muft. have undergone either Death, or a new Im- 


3-3. « priſonment, 
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e priſonment, I reſolved to go to Dunbritun. They in the 
© way oppoſed themſelves againſt me, ſlew and put my Men 
„to flight in Batte]. I betook my ſelf to the Lord Herris, 
_ © with'whom I am come into your Kingdom, truſting afſured- 
„ly in your fingular Kindneſs, that you will aſſiſt me, and 
« excite others by your Example: I do therefore Earneſtiy 
* jntreat you that I may be forthwith- conducted unto you, 
* who am now in very great Straits, as I ſhall more fully 
form you when it ſhall pleaſe you to take pity on me. 
**©©D grant unto you a long Life, and to me Patience 
and Conſolation. Which I hope and pray that I may ob- 
* tain of him by your means. „ 


MARY, Queen. 


I will not undertake to juſtify the Queen of Scots; nor 
whether the Charge of her Subjects againſt her was true or 
falſe ; tho” the Probabilities of her being conſenting, at leaft, 
to the Murder of her Husband, carries too great an Evidence 
of Truth along with it, and is no more to be doubted than 
that thoſe very Perſons that accuſed her with it, were them- 
ſelves the Actors of it; though now they were for caſting 
the -whole Odium of it upon her, whereas indeed they were 
all Equally guilty ; only that the Murdered Perſon was her 
Husband, was an Aggravation that peculiarly belonged to 
her. But let that be as it will, it is what was acted in Scor- 
land; and the Queen of Scots being, as ſhe writes in danger 
of her Life from her own Subjects, and being . promiſed by 
Queen Elisabeth that ſhe ſhould receive from her all the Love 
and K indneſs of a Siſter ; who could have expected that after 
her Arrival in England, ſhe ſhould not only be denied Acceſs 
to the Queen's Preſence, but alſo kept as a Priſoner ? And 
that ſnhe ſhould not only not be affifted againſt her Subjects, 
but that inftead thereof, the Queen ſhould ſupport them a- 
gainft her, and give them Commiſſions, and an Order to form 
a Proceſs.againit her; was certainly (te ſpeak as gently of 
it as we can) a very great Piece of Ingratitude in Queen 
Elizabeth; and may well enough be called Injuſtice. And 
ſo no doubt it was looked upon by the Lord Viſcount Ferris, 

ung made the following Addreſs in her behalf, to Queen 
IJ Comer i 08 
Madam, The Queen, my Miſtreſs, who is in nothing fubject to 
you bur by Mi fortune, does deſire you would confider that it u 4 
work of Euil Example, and moſt pernicious Conſequence, to give 
way that hey Rebellious Subjetts ſhould be beard againſt ber, who 
being mot able to deſtroy ber by Arms, do promiſe themſelves to 
Sol Allalſinate ber even in your own Breaſt, under the Colour of 
Tuſt ice. Madam, Confider tbe Eſtate ef Worldly Affairs, and 
fhew ſome Compaſſion to the Calamities of your poor Suppliant. 
Aftew the 50% horrid Anemps on 1he King ber Husband, the 
| PRE Ne 10 HSE * W * Murder 
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Marder of ber Servants, the Cruel deſgns on her Sacred Perſon; 
after ſo many Priſons and Chains, the Subjects are beard againſt 
their Queen, the Rebels againſt ibeir 1amfal Miſtreſs, the Gui 
again the Innocent, and the Felons againfl vherr Fudge. Where 
are we, or whas do we do? Ibo Nature bath planied us m ibe 
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Extremiries of all the Earth, yet hath ſhe nos taken the ſenſe of © 


Humanity from us.  Confider, ſhe ts your own Blood, your mare 
 Kinſwoman, one of the beſt Queens in the World, for mbom en 
are preparing. Bloody Seaffolds ;, and that in 2 place mhere fhe was 
promiſed and expetted greareſt Favours. I wam words te expreſs 
fo barbarom à deed: But 1 am ready to come to the Effects, and 
70 juſtify the Innocence of my Queen, by Wittnefſes unrepraveable, 
and by Papers Wrinen and 5 eribed by tbe hands of the Ae. 
tuſers. If this will not ſuffice, I offer my ſelf by your Mapeftzes 
Permiſſion, to fight hand io hand for the honous of my Queens 4. 
g4inſt the moſt hardy and reſolute of thoſe who are ber Atcuſers. 
In this I do affure my ſelf of your Equity; and that. you will mos 
deny that Favour unto ber, who will acknowtedge ber elf obliged 
to ou Bt t. "FP = „ 
But it was in vain to make Addreſſes of this Nature te 
Queen Elizabetb, who found her Advantages in the Misfor- 
tunes of the Queen of Scotland, and therefore made no Ac- 
count of ſuch Remonſtrances, but commanded the Com- 
miſſioners, who were the Dukes of Norfolk and Suffex to po- 
teed unto the Charge. To countenance which, the Counteſs 
of Lenox, the Lord Darky's Mother, had of late with Tears 
grievouſſy complained to Queen Elrabeth in her Husband's 
and her own Name, and defired ſhe might be called to ber 
Trial, for the Murther of their Son. And the Council were 
almoſt an of Opinion, that ſhe onght to be detained here as 
2 Priſoner taken as by right of War, tin ſhe gave Satisfaction 
for uſur ping the Title of England, (for this Core lay fill at 
the Bottom) and for the Death of the Lord Darky her Hus 
band, who was a; Native Subject of England. So that.the 
Queen of $c0vs, inſtead of being received by Queen Elizabesh 
25 a Neighbonring Queen and Kinſwoman, was. denied acc 
o her Preſence, and tried as a Criminal before Commatizoners 
delegated by her fel, for things done in her own Kingdom, 
where ſhe was a Soveraign Queen, and how conſiſtent this 
was with the Love and Kindnefs promiled her, or eren win 
Common Fuftice, I leave the Reader to Judge. 


: * b; 


To ſpeak of the Charge againſt the Queen of Scars, befoge 
the Queen's Commitſhoners, and the Pleadings of the Es 
againft her, and her Anſwers thereto, would take up too n 
100m. The iſſue of it was that they came to nd Definitive | 

Sentence one way or other; which the Queen was not pleaſed 
with: However other Commiffioners were choſen to hear 
and examine further into this matter; and in the mean tine 
to keep the Queen of Sœots a Priſoner- And indeed that un- 

tappy Queen was kept a Priſoner in: England 3 25 
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Years, and conld not obtain her Liberty but by her Death, 
and that a Violent one too, being taken off by the hand ot 
( Juſtice I will not ſay, for I think ſhe had hard Dealing, but 
by the hand of) the Hangman. The occafion of which 1 
will make hafte to declare. | | 


The Queen of Scots being impriſoned, as we have before 


related, for no other reaſon but becauſe ſhe fled into England 


to avoid the fury of her own Rebellious Subjefts , became 
extreamly troubled at it, and ſo did all that had any kindneſs 


for her; and ſeveral Attempts were made by them for her 


Deliverance ; but inftead of Effecting that, they did but-make 


| her Bonds the ſtronger. The Duke of Norfolk ſought her in 


Marriage, and the Queen of Scots was well enough pleaſed 
with itz nay, the great Leiceſter himſelf Encouraged the Duke 
of Norfolk therein. And yet this matter came to nothing, or 
rather to worſe than nothing with the Duke, who inftead of 
getting the Queen of Scots for his Wife, loft his own Head 
upon Tower-Hill. If it be Aid that the Queen of Scots was 
privy to ſeveral Deſigns againſt Queen Elizabeth, and that 
thoſe that were her Friends, were the Queens Enemies; 1 
grant it: But who that had been ſo long, and ſo caufleſly 
kept a Priſoner, would not be glad of making uſe of any pro- 
bable means for the obtaining of their Liberty, tho* they 

were ſuch as could not perhaps in ſtrictneſs of Juſtice be ap- 
proved of? And I would further ask, Whether it was not more 
unjuſt in Queen Elizabeth to detain the Queen of Scots ſo long 
a Priſoner, without cauſe, than for that Queen to endeavour 
to | nd her Liberty, by what means ſhe thought were 
moſt likely to Effect it? Eſpecially after the Queen of Scots 


had ſo often applied her ſelf to Queen Eligabetb in the moſt 


Suppliant and Affectionate manner in the World, offering to 


give her all the Aſſurance ſhe was capable of, never to give 
her any cauſe of trouble while she lived; tho' she was not 


only her near Kinſwoman, but the next Heir of the Crown. 


But perhaps that was her only Crime, and had she not been 


ſo-circumſtanced, she might have found more favour at Eliza- 
beth's hands. And tho' after the Pope had Excommunicated 
Queen Elisabeth, and was willing to give away that which 


was none of bis owa, that is, her Kingdom from her; and 
that all the Conſpiracies againſt her, made it one of their 


Deſigns to deliver the Queen of Scots, upon the ſuppoſal of 
ker preſent Right to this Kingdom; yet I ſee not how this 


Could affect that Queen, both becauſe ſhe was a Priſoner, and 
altogether ignorant of their Proceeding. Tho' I confels this 
Was pleaded in vain by that Queen, when ſhe was both tried 
and condemned, and afterwards Executed, for having a hand 
in Babinpton's Conſpiracy. Which, as 1 have before noted, 
being the great Blemiſh of Eligaberh's Reign, it will be worth 
our while, to ſet that work of Darkneſs in a true Light; and 
"Examine how far the Queen of Scots could be affetted by it. 


; And 
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th, And the rather, becauſe by making the Injuſtice thereof ap- 

of pear, we ſhall juſtify the Impartiality of our Secret Hiftory. 

ut That the Popiſh Party was always violently enraged a- 
1 1 ainſt Queen Elizabeth (as they are ſtill againſt all Prote- 
Naked ) is too evident to be denied: As an inftance where- 


of one Ballard, a Seminary Prieſt of Rheims, came over into 
England with as much Malice in his heart againſt Queen Eliza- 
betb as Rome and Hell was able to inſpire him with, and en- 
deavoured to ſtir up ſeveral Perſons to Aſſaſſinate the Queen, X \ 
telling them they ſhould have Aſſiſtance from the King of 
Spain and others, and that this was the moſt convenient time, 
that could be met withal, or hoped for, ſince the Pope, the — 
King of Spain, the Duke of Guiſe, and the Prince of Parma, 9 
had decreed to ſet upon England; to divert them from the 
Low-Country War. Amongſt others that this Ballard had 
drawn in to hearken to his ſtories, was one Anthony Babington, 
a Gentleman deſcended from à good Family in Darby. ſpire, 
of a great . and of Knowledge above his Age; and 
( which was the main Motive) a very zealous Roman Catho- 
lick; who had not long before been privately in France, 
where he became-familiarly acquainted with one Thomas Mor- 
gan, a Servant of the Queen of Scots, and the Biſhop of Glaſco 
her Ambaſſador, who by their continual applauding and. ad- 
miring of the Vertues of ſo great a Princeſs, made him have 
an ardent deſire to be acquainted with her; and now Ballard 
the Priſt propounding the ſetting of the Queen of Scots at 
Liberty, to be one part of-their Deſign, made him the more 
Zealous in the Buſineſs; by whom alio ſeveral others wers 
drawn in, and eſpecially Six, that had Engaged to give the 
fatal Blow. <ome being carried on by hopes of great Re- 
ward, ſome by their hatred to the Proteſtant Religion, and ; 
ſome were ſo vain as to pretend it was by a deſire of Glory; - 
and fond were ſome of this bloody Embryo conceived in | 
their 'own wicked Hearts, that they cauſed their Deſign to be 
Printed in a Table, with Devices to it, as the Authors of Li- 
berty: And among the reſt, Babington could not contain him- 
ſelf from Writing an Account of it to the Queen of Scots in 
Priſon 3 but the Letters being brought to her Secretaries, 
Nave and Curles, they did not think fit to communicate it to 
their Miſtreſs, as well knowing ſhe had befere often declared 
her abhorrence of ſuch violent Deſigns 3 but fince one part 
of the Confpiracy was to releaſe the Queen of Scots from her 
Imprilonment, they thought they would not negle& the oc- 
cation; and therefore they wrote back an Anſwer to the Let - 
+ ter in the Queens Name, tho? without her knowledge ; in 
which they praiſed Babington for his Zeal to the Catholick 
Religion, and to the Sacred Perſon of their Lady, who was 
the Supportreſs of it; adviſing him to take Cenfideration 
with him in this Enterprize, and to make a ſtrong Aﬀociation 
amongſt them who were to be the Actors and the W 
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vnch to- attempt nothing hefore they had Aſſurance of Aid 
tom Foreign Parts; and withal, to ſtir up ſome new Tron- 
Hes in Jreland, before they gave this Blow in England; they 
adviſed him alſo to draw unto his Party the Earl of Arundel 
and: his Brothers, and ethers named in the Letter; they alſs 
prefcribed-a means for the Deliverance of the Queen, either 
ty overturning one of her Coaches in the Gate, or by ſetti 
an fire ſome Rooms belonging to her Querries in the Caſtle; 
ar to take- her away where the took Horſe to refreſh her 
elf, by taking the Air: And in concluſion adviſed him to 
onus great Rewards to the Six. Gentlemen, and to all the 
Babington, preſuming it was the Queen who by this Letter 
treated with him, became ſo vainly puffed up, that, to En- 
aourage his Brethren in Iniquity he diſcovered the Letter to- 
tem, te inflame them with the greater deſire to execute 
their Deſign. And they were © tranſported therewith, that 
mo they ſhut their Eyes againſt the Danger, yet they opened 
their Mouths to diſcover the Secret, which. was communicated: 
tw ſo many of their ' Accomplices, that the Number of the 


Eonſpirators was the means of detecting the Conſpiracy = 


Tho' in truth Secretary Valſingbham knew of it from the be- 
Sinning,. and let them go on ſo long, till the Queen (whom 


he all along acquainted with what he knew ) told him, That 


t let it go c any: further, was not to truſt GO D, but to tempt 
Him, ) For there was one Gifford among them, who being. 

'@jarged with a Commiſſion to keep all their Letters. ſafe, 
carried them all to Secretary Valſingbam, who having opened 
and tranſcribed them, made them up again with that dexte- 
ny that it was unperceiveable. And the laſt written by Bab 


ington, with the Anſwer of the Secretaries, in the Name of 


the Queen of Scots, was carried. to Queen Elizabeth and ſhew- 
al to her Council. And the Conſpirators being apprehend- 
l, Babington was examined about thoſe Letters, who. con- 
felled; according as he believed, that he had treated with: 
the Queen of Scotland, according to theſe Letters; im which 
he _ truly as he thought, tho he did not ſpeak. the 
The Conſpirators after Examination were brought to their 
Trials, at which 16me pleaded Guilty, and others were found 
Guilty by their jury; whereupon they were all Executed, 
and that in fo ſevere a mannes (I mean che firſt ſeven) that, 
tho” they well deſerved Death for the horrid Treaſon they 


ej gned to perpetrate; yet the manner of their Execution: 


was ſuch , as' juſtly merits the Imputation of Banbarous. 
Cruelty; for Ballard, the Prime Inftigator of all, who was de- 
fervedly firft Executed, was cut down while he was alive; 
nds hac his Bowels- ript up, and taken out before his Face; 
and Balington being cut down, and about to: be quartered, 
_ cried out, Lord Jes have Mercy. en me; Savage; who-hrft: 


. 
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undertook. to kill the Queen, the Rope breaking, fell down” 
from the Gibbet, and: was immediately bowelled, and his Privy 
Members cut off, while he was yet alive; which inhumane 
Cruelty was difliked of thoſe who yet thought them worthy 
of Death. | | 44 | 5 | 

The Trials and Execution of theſe Criminals being over, 
it was now debated in Council what ſhould be done with the 
Queen of Scots, who by the Letters found with Babingron, 
ind even by his own Confeſſion, was Privy to their Deſign, 
and an Encourager of it; tho' that Babington was miſtaken, 
and how he came to be ſo, bas been already declared; and 
the Queen of Scots Secretaries, Nave and Curle, having been 
apprehended and Examined, and well enough knowing what 
they had done, if they ſhould own it as their own Act and 
Deed, would conſign them over to the juſt Puniſhment of 
the Law, they declared they had writ thoſe Letters by the 
Command of the Queen of Scors, who diftated what they: 
writ. Theſe things appeared ſo evident, that a Commiſhon 
was granted for the Tryal of the Queen of Scots: Tho at 
the fame time there was a great Suſpicion 'that Valſingbam 
had ſome hand in_Corrupting her Secretaries to write thoſe 
Letters; that ſo ſhe might be brought in as an Acceſſary in 
that Conſpiracy ; for it was Evident from ſome of their Let- 
ters, that Curle about this time preſſing Walſmgham to be as 
good as his Word, Valſngham checked him, as one unmind- 
ful of the Extraordinary favour ſhewed him, foraſmuch as 


he had confeſſed nothing but what his fellow Nave ftanding 


by, and urging him to, he was not able to deny. Which in 
ſhort, ſhewed ſome foul Practice between Walkngham and 
them. . Res | THLL Tg >: | 
A Commiſhon being granted by Authority of the Queens 
Letters, to ſeveral Lords of the Privy Council, and divers o- 
thers of he Engliſh Nobility, grounded upon an Act of the 
27th of the Queen, for the paſſing of Sentence, as in caſe of 
High Treaſon, againſt all ſuch as raiſed Rebellion, invaded 
the Kingdom, or attempted. any Violence againſt the Queen. 
The greater part of theſe Commiſſioners ſoon after re- 
paired to F e Gra in Northampton: ſhire, where the 
Queen of Scots was then kept Priſoner; and the next day ſent 
to her Sir Walter Mildmay, Sir Amias Pomlet, and Edward 
Barker, a Publick Notary, who delivered the Queens Letters 
for ber Tryal into her hand; which ſhe firſt peruſed, and 
then ſaid, 7 am very much troubled that the Queen, my dear Siſter, 
o il informed of me, after I have ſo often fore-warned ber of 
many Imminent Dangers, tho' I could not be believed, but haue 
always been deſpijed, and no credit given to my words. When the 
Aſſociation was Entred into, and an Ad of Parliament paſſed up- 
on the ſame, I foreſaw that whatſoever Danger from Foreign 
Princes, or diſcontented Perſons at home, or for the matter of 
Religion, that ſhould happen here, it would al be laid upon my 
Ay N | 7 Back, 


% 
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I very much wonder that the Queen ſhould lay ber Command 
08-311, to bold up my band at the Bar, whom ſhe knows to be 
an abſolute Queen 1, neither will I do any thing which may derogate 
from Princely Majeſty, or be | prejudicial to Princes of my degree, 
cr to ny Son the King of Scotland, &c. with ſeveral other 
Words to that purpole ; but ſhe had as good have ſaid no- 


thing, for they were reſolved to try her, notwithſtanding all 


her Allegations to the contrary ; And having deſired that 
ſhe might anſwer in Parliament before the States of the King- 
dom, that alſo was denied her: And when ſhe told the Com- 
miſſioners that ſhe would never ſubmit to the New Law men- 
tioned in the Commiſſioners Patent, the Lord Treaſurer told 
her they would proceed againft her, tho* ſhe were abſent, and 
continued C(ontumacious. At laft, upon their Regiſtring her 
Proteftation againſt it, ſhe ſubmitted to her Trial.  _ 
Upon her Trial, Babington's Conſpiracy was brought as an. 
Evidence againſt her; alledging that ſhe was guilty of 1t, as 


having approved it, aſſented to it, and both promiſed Aſſiſt- 


ance, and laid down the way and means of Effecting it. To 
which ſhe anſwered that ſhe knew not Babington, that ſhe had 
never received any Letters from him, neither had ſhe ever 


written to him; nor had ſhe ever plotted the * Dellructi- 


en; and for the Evincing hereof, they muft produce ſome 
Subſcription written with her own hand; but that ſhe never 
had ſo much as heard of any ſuch thing; that ſhe knew-not 
Ballard, nor had ſhe ever torſtered him; that ſhe had excited 
no Perſon to any wicked deſign; and that being in Priſon, 
ſtze could neither know of, nor hinder their Attempts: Then 
ſhe was urged with Babington's Confeſſion of the Correſpon- 
dence by Letters that had pafſed between her and him: And 
the Copies of Babington's Letters were Read, wherein the 
whole Conſpiracy was ſet down. As for thoſe Letters, ſaid 
the, I know not but that Babington might write - them, but ler 
i be proved ibat ever I received them, If Babington, or any 


. #thers affirmed ſo much, 1 ſay plainly that they lie: Other mens 


faults muſt nor be laid upon me. A Pacquer of Letters indeed 


whisb was detained almaſt a whole year, came te my bands, but 
who ſent it, 1 know' not. ae Fo bis 134d 


Io prove that ſhe received Babington's Letters, were Read 


out of Babington's Confeſſion, the Heads of the Letters which 


Buabingson 3 confeſſed that she had written back to 
bim. In which, when mention was made of the Earl of Arun- 
del and his Brothers, and the Earl of Northumberland, she 
burſt forth into Tears, and ſaid, Ala for me! wbat and how 


many Miſeries for my Cauſe hath that Noble Family of the How- 
ards ſuſfered! And a while after, wiping her Eyes, she an- 
ſwered, Babington might confeſs what be liſted; but it was a ma- 


zifeſt le, ibate ſhe bad invented any ſuch means to Eſcape. The 


Private Charafters which ſb: uſed in writing to *orbers, ber Ad- 


verſaries 
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| 625 they came not 


verſaries might eaſily get, and therewithal write many falſe and 
fained things. Neither was it likely ſpe ſhould ſeek help of the 
Earl of Arundel, mbom ſhe knew was laid in Priſon, or of Nor- 
thumberland , wio was 4 very young Man, and unknown to 
ber.. . . | 4 | 


| There were alſe Read thoſe. things that were gathered out 


of the Confeſſions of Ballard and Savage, who confetled that 
Babington Shewed them Letters which the Queen of Scors had 
JJ 8 „ 
I0o this she . That. Babington received none from 
ber ; yea, that ſbe was offended at others, who ſecretly, advertiſel 


ber of a. purpoſe to invade England; and ſhe adviſed them 30 be. 


* 


ware what they went about. 


Then were thoſe Letters produced, in which Babtngror”s 
Treaſon was commended: and approved. She defired to fe: 
the Copy of them; which being shewed her, she averred, 

from ber, but it might be from ber Alphabet of 
ſecret Characters in France: For ſhe owned that ſhe, as ever» 


one by the inſtind of Nature will do, was earneſily dFrous to rc. 


gain ber Liberty, and dealt. with ber Friends to procure it; get 
to ſome; ( whom ſhe would not name ) that offered their Afſi[t- 


ance to free her; ſhe gave not fo. much as a word in anſwer. 


Nevertheleſs ſhe bad a great deffre to turn away the ſtorm of Per- 
ſecution from the Catholicks, and this ſhe earneſtly beſought tbe 
Queen for.: _ Thas ſbe would not willingly gain the Kingdom with 
the Blood of the meaneſt of the People; much leſs of the Queens: 
Many there were that took dangerous Enterprizes in band, which 
ſhe knew nothing of. And that ſome in Letiers which ſve bad 


date iy received, bad asked Pardon of her, if they 121 tale any 
| 1 


matter in band without making, her deqnainted. That is was 4 
very eaſy matter to Counterfeit the Cyphers and ſecret Characters 
of others 5 the which a young .Man lately did in France, which 
took upon bim to be her Sons Baſtard Brother. She feared like- 


wiſe that this might be Walfingbam's Device againſt ber, who, 
4s ſhe bad heard, plotted againſt ber own and ber Sons Life. She 
41ſo proteſted that þ | | 

gainſt the Queen's Life; that ſhe would willingly tay down ber 


he bad not ſo much as in thought conſpired 4. 
Life, rather than for ber cauſe, and in hatred 10 her, the poor 
ble Executions. 7% D 

But (ſaid the Treaſurer ) no Perſon that behayed himſelf” 


 Catbolicks Jhould be thus miſerably vexed, and hurried 10 lamenta- 


as a dutiful Subject, hath been put to Death for his Religions 


ſake z but ſome indeed for Treaſon, while they maintained the 


Dope s Authority, and his Bull againft the Queen. 


But I bave been told to the contrary, ſaid ſhe, and laue Read 
it in printed Books, * Head OT EY 
To which the Treaſurer replied, True indeed; ſo the Authors 


of thoſe Books write, that the Queen hath loſt all Priviledge 


of Princely Dignity. 
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Then Walfngham, (who perceived he had but juſt before 
been ſtruck at by her words, laying hold upon this occaſion, 
roſe up, and ſaid, I call GOD to witneſs, that as à private Man, 
I have done nothing unbeſeeming an honeſt Man, nor any thing 
which ſuited not well with my Place, conſidering the Publick Charge 
I bear: I confeſs, that being very carefully ſolicitous for the ſafe. 
ty of the Queen and Kingdom, I have ſearched ſomewpar curiouſly 
to find out the Machinations againſt ber. If Ballard bad proferred 
me by belp, I would not bave rejected it, but have requiteil his 
pains alſo. If 1 plotted or deviſed any thing with him, why re- 
"veatcd be 72. not ro [ave by fe hoe 
The Queen of Scots replied, She was Jared with this 
Anſwer ; and requeſted him moreover not to be offended that ſhe 
ſpoke freely what had been told her; and that he would give no 
more belief to thoſe that ſlandered her, than fhe weuld to thoſe 
that traduced bim; Spies and Agents of that Nature being not to 
be truſted, for they will think one thing, and ſay another; and that 
be would in no caſe believe that ſhe gave any conſent to burt the 
Queen; and thereupon burſting forth into Tears, ſhe ſaid, 
Never would I hazard my own Souls bealth, by conſpiring the de- 
J %% Nr 
The Lawyers went on ſtill, charging her with a Letter 
which Charles Paget writ, touching the Conference between 


Ballard and Mendoza, about the invading of England, and ſet- 


ting her at Liberty, and that Curle one of her Attendants, 
had teſtified that she received the ſame. Alſo that she had 


— adviſed about making over the Kingdom of England to the 


Spaniard, and that she had a purpoſe to ſend her Son into Spain: 
Alſo that she knew Morgan well enough, who'fent Parry into 
England to be the Queen's Aﬀaſſinate, and allowed him a year- 


ly Penſion. They likewiſe produced the heads of her Letters 
to Inglefield and the Lord 


le fi Pager, and to Barnardine Mendoza, 
the Spaniſh. Ambaſſador, touching Foreign Forces: But after 
all the Allegations, the matter in the Concluſion was reduced 


to Babington's Letter, in which he gave her notice of the Con- 
ſpiracy, and to the Anſwer which she made to it, exhorting 


him to purſue his Deſign: But moſt of all to the Depoſiti- 


ons of her own Secretaries,” who gave aſſurances that she did 
dictate the ſaid Letter, as alſo other Letters to Foreign Princes, 
to invade Exgland with Arms: Theſe things they, preſſed hard- 


eſt upon her, and indeed they ſeemed to carry ſome Probabi- 


lity with them. But to all their ſeveral ' Allegations, she thus 
vindicated her helf: In which the Reader may ſee the Solidity 
of her Judgment, and the Clearneſs of her Underftanding : - 


Which tho it be ſomething long, yet I know not how to'omit 
It, it being all to the purpoſe. - W 


"< Tf the Queen my Sifter hath given you a Commiſion to 


e ſee Juftice done, it is reaſonable that you should begin it 


„ rather by the Ealing of my Sufferings, than by the Oppreſ- 
ling of my Innocence. I came into England to implore Suc- 
Fa | : e cour 
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©-c0ur againſt the Rebellion of my subjects. My Blood, a. 


< Ance, Sex, Neighbourhood, and the Title which I hear Gf g 


Queen, did promiſe me all Satisfaction, ang here I meer with, . 


e my greateſt Affliction. This is the Twentieth Year cher E 


« have been detained Priſoner, without Cauſe, without Ren 
* ſon, without Mercy, and ( which is more') witkont Hope. 
I am no Subject of your Miſtreſſes, but a free ani an Abbie: 
jute Queen; and onght act to make Anſwer but to O- 
alone, the Soreraign Jadge of my Actions, or bring, aus 
< Prejudice to the Character of Royal Majefty, either in my 
4 Son the King of Scotland, or his Suceeſſors; nor other B- 


* veraign Princes of the Earth. This is the Proteſtrbien 


< which I have made, and which 1 repeat again in yenr Rr 
< ſence, before I make any Anſwer to the Crimes which u 


. < impoſed on me. | 


The plackeſt of all the Calumnies do charge me For Ha- 
* ving conſpired the Death of my moſt dear Couſm; uc 
< after many Circumventions, al) the Proofs are reduced wa 


_ * the Letter of Bebington, the Depoſition of my Secretanis;, 


< and my Solicitations made to Foreign Princes, to inna 
«< Bygland with Arms. I will anſwer effectually to all Their 


Articles, and make the Juſtice of my Cauſe moſt clearty-ap- 


4 pear to thoſe, who shall without Paſſiom look upon it. n 
jn the firſt place, I ſwear and proteſt that I never faw Bal. 
< ington, who is made the Principal in this Charge. I newer 
© received any Letter from him, neither had he any Letter 


from me; have always abhorred theſe Violent and Black | 
* Counſels, which tended to the Ruine of Queen Eltzateth, 


* and 1 am ready to produce Letters from thoſe, who having 


had ſome Evil Enterprize, have excuſed themſelves that the 


have diſcovered nothing to me, becauſe they were aſſurel 
< that my Spirit was oppoſite to ſuck Deſigns. I could not 
© know what Babington or his Accomplices have done, being 2 


<* Priſoner 3 he might write what he pleaſed, but I am certain | 


that 1 never ſaw nor heard of any Letter of his to me. 
And if there be found any Anſwer written by me to ſuck 


things as never ſo much as entered into my Imagination, it 


© is an abominable Forgery. We live not in an Age nora 
„Realm, that is to learn the Trade to deceive. ' Iam inform- 
* ed that Walſmgham, one amongſt you, who hath conſpired 
* my Death, and the Death of my Son, doth uſe ſuch Arti- 


e fices, and hath counterfeited a Letter from me, in anſwer. 
© to that of Babington's; which he hath intercepted. The o- 
ther innocently believed it, and took his Oath that it came 


from me: But all this is no more than one ſimple Con- 


© jeftire. There ſhould be a Million of Witneſſes, more 


* clear than the Rays of the Sun, to impeach a Soveraign 


* Queen, who, comprehends within her Authority fo many 
_ © Millions of Lives. And a Man unknown, a Man half dead, 
* 19believed againſt me; who ſpake all that he knew, and that 


** which 
5 
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« which he knew not, ta deliver himſelf from the horrible 
* Cruelties of his Examiners. Let them produce but one 
“Letter of my hand, one ſhadow of the Crime, and I will 
© yield my ſelf convinced, I ſpeak it in the Sincerity of my 
4% heart, and of the Tears of my Eyes, I would not Conquer 
: * a Kingdom with the Blood of the vileſt Perſon picked out 
| * of the Scum of the People; much leſs with the Blood of a 
© Queen. I will never make Shipwrack of my Soul, in con- 
„ ſpiring the Ruine of a Perſon, to whom I have vowed ſo 
| “ much honour and friendſhip. | 
gs BY For my Secretaries, I did always take them for good honeſt 
9 „Nen, but if they do charge me, and accuſe me in their De- 
<« poſitions, with having dilated an Anſwer to Babington's 
„Letter, they have committed two great Faults ; the firft, in 
violating the Oath which they have made to be Secret and 
| Faithful to their Miſtreſs. The ſecond, in inventing ſo de- 
= teſtable a Calumny againft her to whom they owe all Re- 
| ** verence and Fidelity. In a manner all the belief that you 
C. - * draw from them, amounts to no more than this, that it comes 
* from perfidious Men. O good GOD ! In what a deſperate 
Condition, is the Majeſty, and Safety of Princes, if they de- 
* pend upon the Writings and the Witneſſes of their Secre- 
3 4e taries in Affairs of ſo high a Conſequence! How many are 
11 ' * of them, who proftitute themſelves to, the uncertainty of 
* Riches? How many of them for fear only do comply with 
© the Menaces of the Great Ones? They are Men of For- 
tune, who follow the Ebb and Flow of Inconſtancy. If thoſe 
poor Men have taken their Oaths, as you ſay, it was only to 
“deliver themſelves from the horror of your Torments, and Eg 
* put all upon the Crowned Head of a Queen, which they 
0 
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— 


thought was inacceſſible to your Commiſſions. 
* But what Lawyers are you, to put Bavington to Death, 
without bringing him before me, face to face? To open 
his Mouth by Torments to tell a Lye, and then to ſhut it up 
© for ever againſt the Truth? If my Secretaries are yet a- 
© live, let them come into my Preſence, and I aſſure my ſelf 
| they will not perſiſt in that Depoſition which you object a- 
e gainft me. Doth it not eaſily appear, that you proceed here 
\ n a bad belief; and that you borrow theſe poor Formalities 
© to give ſome ſlight tincture to your pre judgings? 5 
1 never did dictate any thing to my Servants, but what 
Nature did ſuggeſt unto me. for the Recovering of my Li- 
* berty. This is the third Objection of your. Proceſs. And 
** I demand of you, if I have not committed a great Crime, to 
| & * defire a Penefit which every common Voice doth teach us; 
-BÞ Which the Laws do approve, which all Men do practice; 
Sp . * which Nature prompts the Nightingals, and every little Bird 
te unto, that are impriſoned in their Ceges: What can he do 
leſs that ſees himſclt in Irons, but implore the aſſiſtance of 
his Friends, and defire that ſome ft; ong hand of Mercy might 
bow 8 | „ "Open. 
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< Liberty, but I deny. that 1 ſought the Effect thereof by that 
* means which you alled. It is a ftrange thing that a Pri- 


<,ſoner, all whoſe Actions are ſpied into, and every ſtep he 
* treads is counted, ſhould do the Affair which great -Sove- 


c raigns, tho of free and moſt abſolute Power, could not re- 
* move. So many years are noò paſſed, ſince I have been as 


„ it were in the Chains of miſcrable Captivity. ; Vet neither 


* the Offers which I have made, nor the Aſſurances which I 
© have given, nor the increaſe of my Sickneſs, nor the decli- 
„ning of my Age, could move my Siſter to my, Enlargement. 
© Have I not offered to contract a ſtrict Friendſhip wich her, 
to cheriſh her, to reſpect her above all the Princes in Chri- 
* ftendom, to forget all Offences, to acknowledge her the 


e true and Legitimate Queen of England; ſubmitting all my 


“Rights to the Benefits of her Peace; neither to pretend to, 
* nor take any part of the Crown, during her Life; and to 
remove hoth the Title and the Arms of England, which I. 
* only attributed to my ſelf by the Commandment of Henry 
* the Second King of France? And yet all theſe: Submiſſions 


© have prevailed nothing for my Deliverance. _ Am Iſo much 


* to be blamed, if Fhaye defired Foreign 9 my Friends 
* Miſeries? And yet I neither have, nor was ever willing 


to confirm into the hands of the King of Spain, the Right 


* which he pretended to the Crown of Exgland, althe he 


© Fath been angry with me concerning it: But I have given 


* reſpe&t unto my Sifter ſo far, that I have negletted both my 
Life and Liberty, to ſatisfy her Intereſt ; and have de- 


„ lighted my ſelf with the Prayers of Eſther, and not with 


„the Sword of Fudith, But IT now * and declare, 
* that ſince England is inequitable, and fo unkind unto me, 
3 1 I neither ought,” nor will refuſe the Aid of other 
ings. F ö 
8 five here ſincerely declared my thoughts, and my Coun- 
* ſels to you, on this Accuſation ; and if Right and Equity 
* muſt give way to Power, and Force muſt, oppreſs the Truth 
** amongſt Men, I do appeal to the Living G OD, who hath 


* an Abſolute Empire of Command over Elizabeth and my 
© ſelf. I ſwear unto you by GOD, and proteft unto you by 


* my Honour, that for this long time, I have had my 
„Thoughts on no Kingdom but only that of Heavemy which 
* look on as the Haven after my Sufferings: I believe I 


* have now fatisfied all your Objections: And I am ſure 


— 
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ct open the Priſon for bim. I confeſs, I have had the defire ol. 


„that you are ſatisfied in your own Conſciences, that the 
** greateſt Charge againſt me. is my Birth, and that nothing 


_ © renders me guilty but my Religion. But I will not deny 
hat, to which by GOD's Goodneſs I am born, nor remove 
| 5 e . 
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_ © the Character which I received in the days of my Baptiſm 5 

* for as I have lived, ſo I will die a Catholick. For that's the 
| « Crime alone, for which 1 need no Advocate to defend me; 

| in which I deſire all the World to be my Witneſſes, and fear 

“not the ſevereſt Judges. : „ | 25 
This is the Subſtance of the Queen of Scots Defence; which 
not ſatifying the Commiſſioners, they prorogued their Meet- 

_ ing again, till the 25tb of October, at the Star- Chamber at 
Weſtminſter. : At which time and Place all the Commiſſioners 
met, except the Earls of Shrewsbury and Warwick, who were 
then indiſpoſed. And when Nave and Curle had conftantly 

affirmed that tlie (cveral Letters and Copies of Letters for- 
merly produced before them, were ttue and Authentick, and 
confirmed the ſame by Oath, viva voce, willingly and volun- 
tarily, without Fepe or Keward, ſays the Record; ( as if their 
own Lives, who were guilty of wiiting thoſe Letters, were 
not Reward enough) Sentence was pronounced againſt the 
Queen of Scots; which was ratified by the Seals and Sub- de 


| ſcriptions of the Commiſſioners, in manner and form follow- * 
Viz. By their unanimous Aſſent ana Conſent, at the Day and ly 
Place laſt mentioned, they pronounce. and declare thu Sentence, ha 


and Fudicial Verdict, and ſay, That after the End of the foreſaid W 
Seſſion of Parliament, ſpecified in the Commiſſion aforeſaid}, 10 2 


wit, after the firſt day of June, in the ſeven and rwentieth year T 
of ite Keg of our Soveraign Lady the Queen aforeſaid, and be- P 
fore the date of tbe ſaid Commiſſion, divers matters were Com. P 
paſſed and imagined in this Kingdom of England by Anthony *© 
Bahington, and others, with the Privity of the ſaid Mary Queen * 
o, Scots, pretending Title to tte Crown of the Kingdom of Eng- C 


land, tending to the hurt, death, and deſiructiun of ibe Royal Pet» 
Jox of our [aid Soveraign Lady the Queen. And furthermore, that 
after 1he firft day of, June aforeſaid, in the ſeven and rwentieth 
year aboveſaid, and before the dating of our Commiſſion aforeſaid, 
the forejaid Mary, pretending Title to the C10wn and Kingdom of 
England, btb ecrpaſjed and imagined within this Kingdom of 
England, divers matters trending o the kurt, death, and de. 
it ut ion of 162 Royal Perſon of cur Soveraign Lady the Queen, 
agtnft the fon of ite Statute ſpecified in ibe Commiſſion afore- 
*. . a nee ; rb 
| This was the Sentence aud Iſſue of the Queen of Scots 
Trial, whica_ depended wholly upon the Truſt and Honeſty 
of hcr-own -ecretaries 5 of rather upon their Villany and 
Perjury ; and yet even theſe Witneſſes, as bad as they were, 
were got ſuffered to be brought face to face againſt her, 
w hereby the Truth of their Evidence, or her Innocence, might 
5 have been made the better te appear : But that her own Ser- 
15 vants mould be taken as Witneſſes againſt her, to prove a 
. e 8 Corre- 
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Cgrreſpondence that they themſelves were only guilty of, 
without her being ſuffered to confront, em, and make her on 


Defence before em, can never be accounted Juſtice. Beſides, 
one of em, to wit, Nave, ſeyeral years after, viz. in 1606 
denied that he had at all accuſed the Queen of. Scots, as was 
alledged ; but affirmed that had he had his Liberty, and been 
permitted to appear, he would have acquitted her, and would 
have teſtified that ſhe neither ever ſaw Babington's Letter, nor 
much leſs writ. any Anſwer. And indeed the Proof againſt 
her was ſo very weak, that thoſe who Condemn'd her, did 
nevertheleſs declare that the Sentence pronounc'd againſt her, 
did no ways affect or prejudice. James King of Scots, either in 
Right or Honour; but that he continued in the ſame Place, 
Right, and Honour, as if that Sentence had never been 
paſſed. Fe Si 1 n n 374 
Sentencè being thus pass d againſt her, Execution was yet 
deferr d: The Queen was unwilling (how much ſoever ſhe. 
defir'd it) to make this her own; Act: She knew very well 
how ill it would be reſented by Foreign Princes, and eſpecial- 
ly by the King of Scotland, to have his Mother die by the 
hands of the Hangman; and that the leaſt ſhe could expect, 
would be to be branded with Tyranny, if not Inhumanity, 
conſidering the Queen of Scots was her near Kinwoman. 
Therefore ſoon. after the Sentence pronounc d againſt her, a 
Parliament was held at Weſtminſter, in which the Queen was 
Petition'd, that for the Preſervation of the true Religion, 
the Tranquility of the Kingdom, the Safety of the Queen and 
of the Nation, and their Poſterity, the Sentence againſt Mary. 
Queen 8 Scots might he executed, backing their Requeſt with 
ſeveral Reaſons ; Such as, the imminent Danger Religion, the 
Queen's Perſon, and the whole Nation was in, from her that 
was nuzled up in the Popiſh Religion, and Sworn to the Holy 
League for the Extirpation of Proteftants, and that had no, 
along time arrogated and aſſum'd to her ſelf a Right to the 
Kingdom, even whilft the Queen is yet alive; and held it a 
moft juſt and meritorious Act to bereave her of Life, as ftand- 
ing under the Pope's. Excommunication : That ſhe had ovyer- 
turn'd the moſt flouriſhing Families in the Kingdom, and 
given fewel to all the Machinations and Tumults in England; 
and that therefore to ſpare her, was nothin g elſe but to de- 
ſtroy her own People. Theſe Reaſons were enough to per- 
ſwade any one to that which they had a Mind to before, as 
the Queen no doubt had in this cafe ; ſhe was willing and de- 
firous it hond be done, but was as willing alſo to avoid the 
reproach which ſhe fear d it would bring upon her: Neither 
did ſhe think the Parliament's taking the Odium of it upon 
themſelves, would be ſufficient to excuſe her. She would 
therefore have been willing it ſtbuld have been done by a 
oy. (TEC ES Private 
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Private hand, rather than a Publick Execution; and this was 
obliquely hinted to Sir Amias Powlet, in whoſe Cuftody ſhe 
was: But he either did not, or probably would not take no. 
tice of it. And it was certainly his wiſeft and ſafeft courſe 
not to give Ear to any ſuch Intimations; for tho he might 
have thereby ſerved the Queen; ſhe might perhaps have been 
as willing to have cruſh'd him for her own Vindication, as ſhe 
did Daviſon afterwards. F 
But to the requeſt of the Parliament, after giving of them 


Thanks for the care they took for her and the Nations Pre- 


ſervation, ſhe told them in what a ſtrait ſhe was in this mat- 
ter, and how much ſhe was tropbled that the Life of the 
Queen of Scots ſhould be incompatible with her own, and the 
ood of the Kingdom; concluding thus: I pray and conjure 
you to content your ſelf with an Anſwer without an Anſwer; 
- © T approve your judgment, and comprehend the Reaſons: But 
<1 pray you excuſe the careful and the doubtful thought which 
_ © doth torment me, and take in good part the gracious AﬀeRti- 
© on which I bear you; and this Anſwer, if it be of that worth 
© that you Efteem it for an Anſwer. If 1 ſay I will not do 
* what you demand, peradventure 1 ſhall ſay more than I 
think; if I ſay I will grant it, then I precipitate my ſelf in- 
to that Ruine you are willing to preſerve me from. 
Soon after this, the Sentence againſt the Queen of Scots be- 
ing ſignified to her, ſhe received it with much (at leaſt ſeem- 
ing) Joy and Alacrity; defiring only that ſhe might have 
ſome of her own Communion. to prepare her for Death; 
which thoſe in whoſe Cuſtody ſhe was, deny'd; commending 
to her the Aſhſtance of the Biſhop and Dean of Peterborouch, 
which ſhe rejected. After which the writ the following Letter 
to the Queen: n, „ 


10 oh 8 En 

1 gire thanks to GO D with all my heart, who by the 
1 © Sentgnce of Death, hath been pleas d to put an End 
_ the tedious i et my Life: 1 deſire not that it 
% may be prolonged, having had too long a time to try the 
4 bitterneſs of it. I only beſeech your Majeſty, that ſince 1 
„% am to expect no favonr from ſome Zealous Minifters of 
State, who bold the firſt” place in your Councils, 1 may 
receive from you only, and from no other, theſe following 
In the firſt place, J deſire, that ſince tis not allowed me 
to hope for a Burial in England, according to the Solemni- 
© ties of the Roman Church, practiced by the Ancient Kings, 


* your Anceſtors and mine; and that in Scotland they have 


forced and. violated the Aſhes of wy Grandfathers, that 


COP; 


ES n 
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* my Body. ( when my Adverſaries ſhall be ſatiated with my 
t ;nnocent Blood) may be carried by my own Servants, into 
« ſome holy Land; and above all, if it may be, into France, 
to be there interred, where the Bones of fbe Queen, my 
*© moſt hpnoured Mother, are lodged ; to the end my poor 


Body, which knew no reft while joyned to my Soul, might 


* now reſt, being ſeparated from it. nA ie 
« Secondly, I beſeech your Majeſty, (in the apprehenſion 


have of the Tyranny of thoſe to whoſe power you aban- 
don me) that I may not ſuffer in any private place, but in 


* the view of my Servants, and other People, who may give 
* a Teftimony of my Faith, and of my Obedience to the 
© true Church, and defend the remnant of my Life, and my 
* laſt ſighs, againſt the. falſe reports which my Adverſaries 
« may MINS 2ENNTE-ME. i 4, 
In the third place, I deſire that my Servants, who have 
et attended on me with great Fidelity, during ſo many Afflicti- 
ons, may have free leave to retire. where they pleaſe, and 
* enjoy thoſe ſmall Legacies which in my laſt Will, my Poverty 
* hath bequeath'd to them. * 


4 conjure. you, Madam, by the Blood of Feſus Chriſt, by 
© the nearneſs of our Conſanguinity,by the Memory of Henry 
* the Seventh, our common Father, and by the Title of a 
„Queen, which I carry to my Grave, not to deny me theſe 
© reaſonable demands, but by one Word under your hand 
to grant me an aſſurance ot them; and 1 ſhalt dye as I have 
* bv 54s 55s 55, e e Db TT 7 
n Tour moſt Affectionate Siſter 755 bY 


Mary, Queen. 


| Whether this Letter came to the hands of Queen Elizabeth 
or not, is uncertain ; it is moſt probable it did not, becauſe 
there is no Anſwer can be found to it. However there were 
ſeveral Interceſſors to the Queen on her behalf; who wytre ; 
ly urged that ſhe had very hard meaſure ſhewed her; and 


that it was without Example to commit a Lady, the Queen 


of France. and Scorland, and the neareft Kinſwoman ſhe ha 
in the World, into the hands of a Hangman: A. ee, e 
was not à Priſener of War, but a Gueſt, whom the 
called and invited into her Kingdom, and had 8 y | 
Sir Henry. Middlemore, upon the Word of a Prince 21700 
Humanity; Courteous Uſage, and Protection; and yet that 
inſtead thereof, ſhe. was detained in Priſon, to the violatt- | 
en of the Sacred Laws of Hoſpitality : That ſhe could not 
| Tet 2) be 
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be in a, worſe condition than one taken in War, and that 
it is lawful for ſuch to uſe any means for freeing them. 
ſelves, and-fecoveting their Liberty: That- ſhe could not 
. commit the Crime of Treaſon, becauſe ſhe was no Subj; 
and Peer over Peer hath. no Authority : That the Judicial 
Sentence of the Emperour againft Robert King, of Sicih, 
was of no Validity, becauſe he was no Subject to the Em. 
pire: That Ambaſſadors, who are but the Miniſters and 
Agents of Princes, if they conſpire againft thoſe Princes to 
_ whom they are Employed on Ambaſſy, are not held liable 
of Treaſon, much leſs Princes themſelves : That beſides al 
; this, ſhe was condemn'd contrary to the Divine Law, the 
_ Civil Law of the Romans, and the Common Law of Eng. 
land; yea, contrary to the firft Statute of the Parliament 
' Holden in the Thirteenth year of the Reign of Queen Eli. 
Tabeth her ſelf, wherein it was Enacted that none ſhould 
be 7 5 in Queſtion concerning Treaſon plotted againſt 
the Life of the Queen, but by the Teſtimony and Oath 
| of two lawful Witneſſes, which were to be brought face 
—_. to face before the Party delinquent; Whereas in this Try: 
al, there was no Witneſſes op-nly produced; and only the 
= Teftimony of her own Secretaries, who were abſent, urged 


2 


uy » againſt her: To which purpoſe the ſaying of Adrian the 
= Emperour, back'd by the Dictates of Right Reaton, and 


j| 2 Rule in the Civil Law, was urged; Teſtibas ; non Ted 
þ moniis credendum ; Not the Witneſs, but the Witneſſes them: 
| ſelves muſt be produced. OO ES be 

= - But there wanted not Arguments alſo on the other fide, 
WE: urging and-Juitifying the Juſtneſs of her Execution; who 
"= brought many Domeſtick Examples, ſhewing how the Kings 
| of England had carried themſelves towards their Couſins 
and Competitors; which yet, in truth, was little better 
than juſtifying one Barbarous Action by another. But how- 
ever, the Queen ſeeming divided between two Opinions, 

and by her delay having caſt the Odium of all upon the 
Nation, and thereby taken off the ſcandal from her ſelf, 

_ ſhe deliver'd, to Daviſen Letters under her Hand and Seal, 

to get a Commiſſion made under the 2 Seal of Eng- 

| aud, for the Execution af the Queen of Scots: Pretending 
not to bave the Commiſſion executed, but that it might ' 

| be ina. readineſs, it. any ſudden Danger ſhould preſent it 
3 ſelf; Charging him not to diſcloſe the matter to any Body; 
3 and the next day, . pyetending' that her Mind was alter'd, 
3 ſhe, ſends Sir William Nil grew to Daviſcn, (but not til 
E ſhe thought it might be done) to command that the Com» 
miſhon ſhould not be made; thereupon Daviſon comes to 
the Queen, and tells her the Commiſhon's made, and the 
Seal put to it; for which ſhe ſcem'd to be angry, and ar 
3 * E dim 
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to the Law. „ i EO 
As ſoon as the Earls were come to Fotheringhay , they, 
together with Sir Amias Powlet, and Sir Drugo Drewry, 


_ mitted. to be Witneſſes again 
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| him ſor his haſtineſs: Daviſon perceiving the Queen's De- 
ſign, that ſhe had a mind to have the Buſineſs done, and. 


yet not ſeem to know of it, he imparts the matter to ſome 


of the Privy Council, and without any difficulty perſwades 


them that the Queen commanded it ſhould be pur in Exe- 


cution. Hereupon without delay, Beale, the Clerk of the 


Council, (who was one of the greateſt Adverſaries the 


Queen of Scots had, in regard of her Religion) is ſent 
down with Letters, wherein Authority is deputed to the 


Earls of Shrewsbury, Kent, Darby, Cumberland, and others, 
that the Queen of Scots ſhould be put to Death, accorging 


went to the Queen of Scots, and reading their Commiſſion, 
fiznify'd the Cauſe of their coming, and deſir'd her to prepare 
her (elf for Death, foraſmuch as ſhe' muſt dye the next 
day: The Qu:en without any Emotion ef Mind, ſaid, I 


bad not thought that my Siſter the Queen, would have conſent- 


ed to my Death, who am not ſubject to your Laws; But ſince 
fhe #.ſo pleas'd, Death ſhall be to me moſt weleome. Nor is 
that Soul warthy - of Celeſtial Bliſs, and Foys Eternal, whoſe 
Body cann't endure one Blow from 4 Hangman. Then ſhe re- 


| queſted that ſhe might-conferr with her Amoner, Con- 


feſſor, and Melvin her Steward: But as to her Confeſſor 
they deny'd it, and commended to her the Bishop or Dean 
of Peterborow, which she abſolutely rejected. Whereupon 
the Earl of Kent, in a fit of Zeal, paſſionately told her, 
Tour Life will be the Deſtruction of our Religion; and on the 


. other ſide, your Deſtruction will be the. Preſervation of it. 


Some mention being made of Babington, she conſtantly de- 
ny'd that she was acquainted wich his purpoſe of Treaſon, 


and ſaid she left Revenge to G OD; asking what was be- 
come of Neve and Curle, and whether 


tit was ever known 
that Servants were Suborn'd ie their Maſters, and ad- 

them? When the Earls 
were departed, she gave Orders that Supper should be 


haſten'd, for the better diſpatching of her Affairs; which 


being brought in, she Supped very ſoberly and ſparingly, 
as she was wont to. do: And perceiving, as She ſat at 
Supper, her Servants te weep and be troubled, she endea- 
vour'd to comfort 'em, by, bidding them wipe away their 
Tears, and rejoyce rather, for that she was now to de- 
part out of this Life, in which there was nothing but a 


World of Miſeries. At the end of Supper, she dran to 


all her Servants, and they in their order pledg'd her up- 


on their knees, minglingstheir Drink with their Tears: 


Begging of Pardon for their Neglect of Duty; which she 
N (Ftr 4) : allo 
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a tn F | | forgive. 
them wko have rhirſted for my Blood, as Harts after 4 
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alſo required from them. in like manner, After Supper, 
she look'd over her Will, and read the Inventory of her 
Goods, and Jewels; and writ their Names ſeverally by 
them, to whom she gave any of them; and to ſome of 
them she diftributed Money with her own hands: Then 
She writ to her Confeſſor to pray to GOD for her: She 


alſo writ Letters Commendatory for her Servants to the 


King of. France, and the Duke of Guiſe. At ker ,uſual 


hour she went to Bed, ſlept three or four hours, and then 


aroſe, and ſpent the reſt of the Night in her Devo- 
The fatal Day being dawn'd, which was the Stb of Fe- 
bruary, 1587. She. made her ſelf ready, putting on her 
beſt Apparel; and calling her Servants together, comman- 
ded her Will to be Read, and defired them to take their 
Legacies in good part, ſeeing, her Eſtate would reach no 
further. And then with.drawing her ſelf into her Cloſet, 
she continued in Prayer, till the Sheriff of the. County 
gave her notice that it was time. to come forth; which 
she preiently after did, with à Princely Majeſty, having 
her head covered with a Linnen Veil, hanging down al- 
moft to her feet; with her Beads hanging by her ſide, 
and an Ivory Crucifix in her hand. In che Gallery, the 
Earls met her, and ſeveral other Gentlemen; where Mel- 
vin her. Servant, upon his bended knees full of I ears, de- 
plor'd his own hard fortune, that he should carry into 
Scotland the fad News of his Ladies moſt unhappy Fate; 
but she comſorting him, ſaid, Do not lament thus, thou ſhalt 
by and by , ſee Mary Stuart freed from all ber Cares, ſuy 
( continu'd she) tbat I dyed conſtant in my. Religion, and 
firm in Fey red Scotland and France. GO D. 
thirſ Spr ing. 
Thou, O GOD, who art Truth it ſelf, and knoweſt — — 
throughly the moſt inward Secrets of my Heart, knoweft how 
earneſily I have defired that the Kingdoms. of England and 
Scotland, might grow into one. Commend; me to my Son, 
and certify bim that I bave done nothing which migbt any way 
derogate from the Kingdom of Scotland: Warn bim to hold 
ami with the Queen of England; and ſee that you do kim 
trufly Service. And then the Tears guſhing out, she bid 
Melvin, who wept alſo, again and again, Adieu. Then 
turning her ſelf to the Earls, she requeſted, Ibat ber Fer- 


vants might be courteauſly intreated, that they might quietly 


Aer what ſhe had ſeverally bequeathed them ſtand, by ber at 


ber Death, and be ſent. back into heir Country with publick 
Caurion. The former of theſe Requeſts was granted, but 
that they. Should ſtand by her Abaher: Beath, the Earl. of 
Kent was very loth ta grant g tor fear of Superſtition: 
e ee 8 TI > | 10 
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To whom the Queen ſaid, Fear nothing: Theſe poor wretches 
defire earneſily 10 give me my laſt Farewel: I know the Queen, 
my Siſter, . would nor deny me ſo ſmall 4 request; if bus out 
of reſped to me as a Woman, that my Maids might ſtand by 
me: 1 am nearet in Blood: to ber, deſcended from Henry the 
Seventh, Queen Dowager of France, and the anointed Queen 
of Scotland. Having thus ſpoken, and turned her ſelf a- 
way, it was permitted that the Servants whom she would 
name, should ftand by; ſo she named Melvin, Burgoin her 
Phyſician, ber Apothecary, Chyrurgion, two Women, and 
others; of whom Melvin bare up her Train, So the Gentle- 
men, the two Earls, and the Sheriff of the County lead- « 
ing the way, she came to the Scaffold, which was ſet up 
at the upper end of: the Hall, where there was a Chair, 

a Cushion, and 'a-Block, and all things covered with Mourn- 
ing : As ſoon as she was far down, and filence bidden, Beale 
read the Commiſhon 3 which being read, the Dean of Peter- 
borough, Dr. Fleetwood, reminded her of her fore-paſt Life, 
and the Condition of the preſent and future World, ear- 
neftly perſuading her. to Repent, and by a lively Faith to 
truſt in Chriſt: She anſwered him, That that was the very 
ſame Religion wherein ſhe was born, brought up, and would now 
dye, The Earls ſaying, That they would pray for ber, she 
id, She would give them great Thanks if they would pray 
with ber ; but 10 joyn in Prayers with you who are of another 
Profeſſion, to me (ſaid she) were 4 Sin and an Offence, Then 
they commanded the Dean to go to Prayers, and while, 
the Company there joyned with him, she falling upon her 
knees, and holding up the Crucifix in both her hands, 
prayed with her Servants in Latin, out of the Office di 
the bleſſed Virgin: After the Dean's Prayer was ended, 
She in Engliſh commended to GOD, the Church, her Son, 
and Queen ZFlizeberh. Praying GOD to turn away his. 
Indignation and Wrath from this Iſland, and profeſſing 
that She hoped for Salvation from the Blood of Chrift., 
at which she held up the. Crucifix , and inyocated the 
holy Company of Saints to intercede for her to him; and 
then forgiving her Enemies, kiſſing the Crucifix, and ſign- 
ing her ſelf with the ſign of the Croſs, she faid, As thy 
Arms, O Chriſt, were ſpread forth upon be Croſs, ſo. Embrace. 
me, with the Open Arms of thy Mercy, and forgive me my. 
Sins. Then the Executioner asking her Pardon, she grant- 
ed it. And her Women, ghile she made hafte, helping 
off her other Garments, and breaking forth into Shrieks 
and Cries, she kiſſed them, ſigned them with, the Croſs, 
and with a chearful Countenance, deſired them to leave 
lamenting, for now an End of her Sorrows was at. hand, 
Then turning her {elf in like manner to her Men: ſer- 
K | pants, 


» 


314 pe True Serret Hiſtory of 


vants, which wept alſo, she ſigned them likewiſe with the 
Croſs, and ſmiling on them bid them adieu. Then sha- 
dowing her ſace with a Linnen Cloth, and ly ing down 
on the Block, she repeated thoſe words of the Plalmiſt, 
In te Domine ſperavi, ne confundar in æternum. Then ſtretch- 
ing forth her Body, and often reiterating, In manis tuas 
Domine commendo ſpiritum meum, her head at two Blows 
was taken off; the Dean crying out, So ler the Enemies 
of Queen Elizabeth periſp; to which the Earl of Kent. ſaid, 
Amen, Her Body was afterward, Royally buried in the 
Cathedral Church of Peterborough. And thus fell Mary 
Stuart Queen of Scotland; who though she died in the Po- 
Pish Religion, yet died with much Courage and Reſoluti- 
on, and with a great Magnanimity of Mine. 
And now give me leave, Reader, to inſert, what an Ex- 


cellent Author, ſomewhere ſpeaking, of Forkeringay Caſtle in 


Northampton ſbire, writeth ; * As for the Diſaſter which e- 
«© ven here. befel another mighty Prince, Mary Queen of 
* Scots, I had rather it sbould be wrapt up in Silence, 
© than once ſpoken. of; Let it be forgotten quite, if poſſi- 
«© ble; if not, yet let it be bicklen in filence;; Under the 
* beft Princes, ſome there are, who being once armed with 
„Authority, know how. by: ſecret. {lights to ſet à goodly 
de thew , and fair pretence of Conl(cience. and Religion, 
& thereby. to cloak their own private de ſigns. Neither can 
«'it be denied, but that even the bet Princes themſelves 
be are otherwhiles violently, carried away, as good Pilots 


with Tempeſts, againſt their Wills, whither they would 


we - AD BSMg | | 8 wort DAB 

As ſoon as the News of the Queen of Scots Death was 
brought to Queen Elizabeth, she heard it with great In- 
aignation ; her Countenance was dejected, and her Speech 
failed ber, and she was in a manner benumbed with hor- 
rid and unſpeakable Grief; Putting on Mourning, Apparel, 
and giving her ſelf wholly over to Sorrow; ſeverely bla- 
ming her Counſellors that endeavour'd to comfort her, and 
commanding them out of her Preſence: Ordering Da- 
viſon to be cited to the Star- Chamber: Sending a Letter, 


- as: ſoon as her grief would ſuffer her, to King James of 


Scotland; wherein she diſowneth the Fact, and excuſeth her 
felf from knowing any thing of the matter, and teils him 
how full of Grief she is for what bas happened. But 
whether all this was real Grief, or only 2 shew of it, is 


very doubtful: Or, whether khis trouble of the Queen's, . 


was that the Queen of Scots was put to Death; or that 
she fear'd the Effects of it, with reſpect to other Princes, 
who would be ready to reſent the Foenicy that in the 
Perſon of the Queen of Scots, was offer 4 to all Crowne 

DG Heads. 
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Heads. And indeed, if King Fames had had ſo much kind- 
neſs for his Mother. as he ought, he would not have ſo 


tamely paſt it by: And perhaps the Queen might fear he 


would not have taken the News of it ſo patiently as he 
did, but that he might have joyn'd with France to have 
reveng'd her Death. But King James was of a more Pa- 
cifick Temper; and provided he might but be certain of 
Succeeding to the Crown of England, he was well enough 


contented; as believing that the Crown of Scotland ſat 


faſter on his head by his Mother's Death, he having un- 


til then no Legal Claim. | 
But that the Queen's Innocency, or Tgnorance, in this mat- 


ter, might appear the more, Daviſon is cited into the Star- 
Chamber, where he is charg'd by Pepham the Queen's Attor- 
. ney, with contempt of the Queen's Majeſty, violating of his 


Truft, and neglett of his Duty, for that, when the Queen 
out of her in-bred Clemency would not have the Queen of 
Scots, (Who was already condemned) put to Death, for 
Cauſes known to her ſelf alone, and by others unſearchable 
nevertheleſs for preventing of Dangers, she gave Command 
to have the Commiſſion made ready and Seal'd, and commit- 
ted the Buſineſs to Daviſon's Fidelity and Secrecy 3 he, who 
was a Sworn Secretary, forgetting his Truſt and Duty, and 
contemning the Queen's Majefty , contrary to the Queen's 
Command, imparted the Bulineſs to the Counſellors, and put 
the ſame into Execution, she not being ſo much as once ac- 
quainted. 


Ks + bag Daviſon, according to his ſingular Modeſty, very 


Mildly, and yet with a good Courage, anſwered, That if he 


should acknowledge himſelf guilty of the Crimes objected, 


he should wrong his Reputation, Which was dearer to him 
than his Life; and if in his own Defence hes Should. conteſt 
with the Queen, he muſt do that which ill beſeem'd a Loyal 
Subject, a Dutiful Servant, am a Trufty Secretary: He there- 
fore made proteſtation before Almighty GO D, and the De- 
legates, that he had done nothing Willingly or Wittingly in 
this matter, but what he perſwaded himſelf the Queen was 
willing to have done. Wherein, if he had behaved himſelf 
as he ought not, either through Ignorance, or Negligence, he 
could not but be wonderful ſorry, and would patiently under- 
go the Cenſure of the © ommiſhoners. But the matter being 


_ canyaſſed among the Commiſſioners , altho* Daviſon was 


clear'd of having any ill intention againſt the Queen, and by 
ſome oem very much commended, yet he was fined Ten 
Thouſand Pound, and to ſuffer Imprilonment during the 
Queen's Pleaſure. In which Daviſon had certainly very hard 
meaſbre, as appears by his Apology to IFalfingham, which I 
have inſerted Verbatim, as that which will let this whole 


Affair in the trueſt Light. 
| _ The 
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ße Queen (ſaith he ) upon the Departure of the French and 


Scotch Ambaſſadors from ber, of ber own Accord Com- 


manded me to prepare the Commiſſion for putting in Execution 
the Sentence againſt the Queen of Scots. When the [ame was 
exhibited, ſhe willingly figntd it with her own band ; and gave 
order it ſhould be made ready under the great Seal of England ; 


and jeſtingly ſaid,” Signify thus much to I who is ſick, 


560 J fear greatly it will make bim die out of band with grief. 
She added alſo th: Reaſens why ſhe bad tbus Jong deferred it; 
to wit, that ſhe might not ſeem to be drawn unto it forcibly: or 
maliciouſiy, tho. ſhe were not ignorant all the while bow neceſſary 
it was, Furthermore, ſhe blam*d Pom let and Drewry, that they 
bad not freed ber of that Care; and ſhe wiſhed that Walſingbam 


would try them therein. The next day after that the Great Seal 


was put 10 it, ſhe ſent an In junction by Killegrew that it ſhould not 
be done. And when 1 ſhe wed her that it was done, ſbe reproved 


my great baſte; intimating that ſome other Courſe, according to 


rhe judgment of ſome wiſe Perſons, might be taken. I made an- 
ſwer, That that iu always the beſt way, which is the juſteſt, But 
fearing ſhe might 11y the fault on me, (as ſhe bad done tbe Duke 
of Norfolk*s Puniſhment on the Lord Burghley ) 1 imparted the 


whole matter 10 Hatton; protefting I would Engage my ſelj no 


further in ſ great an Affair. He ſtraightway communicated it to 
—— Burghley to. the reft of the Counſellors z who all 


conſented to babe the Buſineſs haſtened, and ſeverally vowed that 


they would bear the blame, and ſent down Beal with tbe Com- 
miſſion and Letters, Three days after, perceiving that, ber Mind 


was doubtful, by 2 Dream which ſhe told of the Queen of Scots 
Death, 1 ald if ber Mind were altered? No, ſgſaith ſhe }. 


but ſome other C ourſe might bave been thought on; and withal de- 
manded if Powlet bad returned any Anjwer ? Whoſe Letters 
whey. ] ſhewed her, whereip be plainly refuſed io undertake it, as 
being neither honourable nor juſt, ſhe in an angry manner accufed 
him and the reſt, which. had tied them. in the. Aſſociation, of Per- 
jury, and their Vow violated, who bad promiſed great matters for 
their Princes ſafety, and would perform nothing; and get there 
were among them, ſbe ſaid, that would do as much in their own 

Lo But 1 ſhewed bow infamous and unjuſt a thing that were; 
' £14 into what Dangers ſhe would caſt Powlet and Drewry'; For 
if ſhe allowed the Fatt, (he muſt draw upon ber jelf Danger and 
Diſgrace; beſides. a Note of Injuſtice: Bus if ſhe diſallowed it, 


he muſt 1uine meli-deſcrving Men and their Poſterities. Aſier- 


ward, the {ame day that the Queen of Scots was put 10: Death, 
ſhe gave me 4 Check, that the Sentence was not all bis while put in 
Execution. 3 TN 1 tre! N ; 2 
I his Apology of Davi/ox's ſets the whole matter in ſo clear 
2 Light, that it needs no Comment to explain it: Elizabeth 
was willing to be rid of the Qucen of Scots, but ſhe was un- 


willing 
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willing to be ſeen in it? Had Powler and Drewry either Poy- 


 ſon'd her, or any other ways made her away, ſhe would have 


been very well ſatisfied; and perhaps have hang'd them for 
their Pains, to ſave. her own Reputation; and ſo have made 
good the old Proverb of Loving the Treaſon, but bating the 
Traitor. But finding her Servants too Wiſe and toe Honeft to 
venture a hanging, and to do an unjuft thing to pleaſe her 


humour, ſhe at laſt figned the Warrant, and gave it co Daui- 


ſon, to get the Great Seal affix d to it? And that ſhe had 
a mind to have her Executed, is Evident beyond all Contra- 
diction, ſeeing on the very day the Queen of Scots was put 
to Death, ( tho? without her Knowledge) Daviſon was checꝰ 4 
by her, for not laving put the Warrant in Execution. So 
that the Queen cannot be thought to have been ſo much 
troubled for the Queen of Scots Death, as for fear that her 
own Reputation ſhould ſuffer therebv. For which only Rea- 
ſon it was, that poor Daviſon was proſecuted in the Star- 
Chamber, and fined Ten Thouſand Pounds, and detain'd a 


long while in Priſon. beftdes. Which is an Action for which 


Queen Elizabeth cannot be excus'd, unleſs it can be thought 
any Alleviation of her Guilt, to ſay, That after ſhe had ruin'd _ 
him without Cauſe, she ſometimes reliev*d his Neceſſities ; for. 
ſo I find she did. But ſo much shall ſuffice to be ſaid concern- 
ing the Queen of Scots. n eee 8 
Another of the Blemishes of this Queens Reign , was. 
the violent - Proſecution of thoſe that were Oppugners of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Dilcipline 3 but this I have the Charity to 
think Is rather to be charg d upon the Bishops than the Queen: 
For they, according to their Power, have been as great Perſe- 
cutors of thoſe that oppos'd their Lordly Domination, as 
even Bonner himſelf was of the Proteſtants in the laft Reign: 
Nay, Bonner and the Popi>h Perſecutors, were in this reſpe& 
to be prefer*d before them, for they endeavoured to convince 
the Martyrs, of what they call'd Error, by the Scriptures; 
that at the ſame time it muſt be granted that they preverted 


them to juſtify their Idolatries. But theſe ( tho* they had 


ſo narrowly eſcaped the fiery Trial themſelves ) Shew*d tho* 
they had better Principles, they had worſer Practices; revi- 
ling, mocking and condemning them, without ever endeavour- 
ing to convince them. And having Power in their hands, 
used it as Tyrannicglly- againft thoſe that oppos*d them, as 
ever their Predeceſſors, the Popish Perſecutors, did againſt the 


Marian Martyrs. 


Three of theſe Honeſt and Well- meaning Men (for fo I 
take them to be ) ſuffer*d Death for Conſcience ſake; no- 
ching but their Opinions being alledged againſt them, which 
as no other than what are now generally held by moſt of the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters at this Day. They were not burn'd 


) 


— urn ee 


l [] 
L | 
oy 
EY 
$ > 
l 
\ 
nl 
= 5 
* 
Yue 
 Þ 
7: 
3 4 
3 ö 
1 
1 
o 
A 
0 
vl 
l 
1 
8 — 
® 
; j 
1 
1 
1 * 
= 
WO «| 
=_ 
. 
6 $1 
oy ut: | 
* } 
_ 
- 1 
[1 


318 The True Secret Hiſtory of 


indeed, but Executed at Jyburn, by the Rage of the Perſecut- 
ng Bishops, and Clergy. But tho“ they dy'd in the Reign 
of t 


his Queen, and by Vertue of her Authority ( the Clergy 


commonly making uſe of the Secular Power to do their 
Drudgery) yet 1 will not impute it to the Queen, as her 
Act. For I find that the Queen happening to Ride out 


in her Coach to Hide Park to take the Air, the next Day 
after Barow, Greenwood, and Perry were Executed, and riding 
within fight of Tyburn, Dr. Reynolds (who was then in the 
Coach with the Queen) told her that there was the Place 


where the Three Men ſuffered Teſterday 3 upon which the 


Queen ask'd him, if he ſaw them dye? He anſwered , 
He did. Pray Doctor ( ſaid the Queen) whier End did they 


make ? The Doctor reply'd, 4 Right Goaly and Chriſtian 


End; making 4 very Religious and Orthodox Declaration of 


their Faith, and praying for your Majeſty with great Fer- 


vency. At which words the Queen ſeem'd very much troubl'd, 
and ſaid with ſome Paſſion, ow unhappy am I, that have no 
manding the Coach to drive back to Court, went immediate- 
ly into her Cloſet, as one mightily concern'd at what had 
happen'd ; and ſoon after ſtopp'd the Carreir of the Biſhops 


body that will tell me the Truth till it be too late! And come 


' - Perſecution 3 ſo that no more were Executed on any ſuch 


Account, during her Reign. And by this it appears that they 
were far otherwiſe repreſented to the Me, than what in- 


deed they were. It being the Practiſe of the Perſecuting Pre- 


lats (as well as of the, Heathen Perſecutors of Old) to cloath 
thoſe whom they lik'd not, in the Skins of Beaſts, and as ſuch 
give them up to be worried, | 8895 
But to draw nearer a Concluſion, It will not be conve- 
nient to cloſe the Secret Hiſtory of this Reign, without (ay- 
ing ſomething of the Earl of Efſex ; who being moſt beloved 
by the Queen of any of her Subjects, and for that very Rea- 
ſon had the moſt and greateſt Enemies; and being a Man of 


a free and open Carriage, who always participated more of 


Truth and Loyalty to his Soveraign, and of Zeal to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, than Prudence or Reaſon of State; became 


the Eaſter Prey to thoſe who ſought his Ruine; and their. 


Plots were ſo well laid, and ſuited to the free and open 
Temper of the Farl, that he was ſnatch'd out of the Arms 


of his Miſtreſs, and torn from the hearts of the People, 


that were his Servants ; and in the fight of both, bronght. 
to an untimely Death. It appearing no leſs a Wonder 
that both Prince and Subject ſhould meer in their Affecti- 
ons, than that they ſhould both be ſo quiet Spectators of 
his Ruine. But as GOD ſhewed in his Death the Weak- 


neſs of the Arm of Fleth, ſo not long after he dechared as 


plainly the Power of his .Jnſtic2, in the ſtrict Account he 
took 
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took from thoſe that were the Principal Agents in it. For 
after the Blow was given, the Queen (preſaging by the 
Multirude of Tears ſhed: for him, the great Drouth that 
was likely to appear in the Eyes of her Subjects, when 
the hand that ſigned the Warrant for it, ſhould be cut 
off) fell into a Deep Melancholy, whereot she died not 
long, after: And for the Fame that immediately follow- 
ed her-, she was more beholden to her Succeſſors Miſ- 
carriages, than te any Popular Eſteem attending her to 
the Grave. 29 NE = 

During the Critical minute of the Queens. ſtrongeſt Af- , 
fection to Eſex, he had importun'd her for ſome ſign. 
Toben, which might aſſure him that in his Abſence, his 
Enemies (of whom he had many about the Chair of 
state) should not thro' their Malice or Suhtilty diſtreſs 
him, nor render him leſs deſerving in ber Eſteem: Up- 
on this, in a great deal of Familiarity she preſented a 
Ring to him; which after she had by Oaths endued with 
a Power of freeing him from any Danger or Diſtreſs, 
(which either his future Miſcarriage, her Anger, or his 
Enemies Malice, could caſt him in) she gave it him; 
with a Promiſe that at the firſt fight of it, all this, and 
more, if poſſible, shouid be granted. After his Commit - 
ment to the Tower, he ſent this jewel to her Majeſty, 
by the then Countels of Notingbam, whom Sir Robert Cecil 
kept from delivering it: This made the Queen think her 
ſelf \ſcorn*d, which was a Treaſon againſt her Honour; 
(a Crime more- Capital than that pretended againft her 
Perſon). Beſides, the Earl had been tempted by Paſſion to 
ſay, (o at leaft his tnemies, had Suggeſted ſo to the 
Queen) {hat ſbe now doted, and owned a Mind no leſs 
Crooked than ber Body: A high Blaſphemy againft ſuch a 
Divine Beauty, as Flatterers (the Idolizers of Princes) had 
inshrin*d her in. And from theſe his Misfortunes, led on 
by the Weakneſs that Jealouly and Age-had bred in her, his 
Malizners took Advantage; ſo as his Head was off, before 
either Diſcretion, Love or Pity, had leiſure to dictate, The 
Ring might be miſcarried, and the former Relation falſe. But 

the Counteſs of Notingbam coming to her Deatk-bed, and 
finding the Daily Sorrow that the Queen expreſs*d for the 
loſs of Efſex, she who had been a Principal Agent in his 
Deſtruction, could not be at reft till she had diſcovered 
all, and humbly implored Mercy from GOD, and for- 
giveneſs from the Queen: But the Queen, ſtruck with an 
unſpeakable Grief at this Diſcovery , not only refuſed to 
forgive her, but ſhaking her, as ſhe lay in her Bed, ſaid, 
G 0 Dis Curſe, and Mine, go along with ilee for. ever; and 
io ſent her, accompanicd with many other Fearſul Curſes, 
% — _ "YR" ; 5 t 
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to a higher Tribunal. And it was not long afteg, that 


the Queens Weakneſs appeared mortal; haſte ned by che 
Wiſhes of many, that could not ia reaſon expect Pardon 
for a Fault which they found she had punish*d ſo ſeverely 


in her ſelf, as to take Comfort in nothing after. But up- 


on all occaſions of ſigning Patdons, would upbraid t 

Movers for them, with the haſty anticipation of that brave 
Man's End, not to be Expiated, in relation to the Nation's 
Lofs, by any. future Endeavours, much leſs ſo unſeaſonable an 


Uncharitableneſs to a Dying Lady. e | 

After Eſſex was thus laid by, the total Management of State- 
Affairs devolved to Sir Robert Cecil, as having, the greateſt 

Name for Wiſdom ; who being now free from all Competiti- 


on, took upon him the Boldneſs to inferm the-Queen, That too 
many years had been already lapſed, and the Peoples quiet hazarded 
by ber delay, in not fixing upon one certain Succeſſor: | Nothing 


remaining wanting, but ber Conceſſion to free the Nation from 4 


Civil War, in declaring the Ring of Scots her Lawful Heir, who 


beſides an immediate Naht, had the greateſt Power at hand, to quel! 


the hopes of all contrary. Pretenders, who were at that time more 
than few; as having long been Emboldened either through ber 


Majeſties Indulgence or Prudence, an Artifice dangerous for ber 


People, and might; ( without ſame other meaſures) be now de- 


ſtructive to ber ſelf. Nor did Cecil alone fill her Ears with 


theſe Sounds, ( no leſs terrible to her Age, then they had been 
formerly ungrateful to her Youth ) but the generality of all 
about her; there remaining after Eſſex his Death, no Faction 
at Court, able to reſcue any from the preſent or future Re · 
venge of this Man; as appear'd in the next Reign by Cob. 
bam, Gray, and Raleigh. So that the Queen did not only bury 
her Affection, but her Power alſo, in the Tomb of Eſſex. 
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Realm of England, being before King of Scotland, and 


of King Henry the \Sevemh, For he was the Son of Mary Queen 


of Scots, wbo was: beheaded in Queen Elizabeth's Sign; and the 
Daughter of James the Fifth, of Scotland, Son of James ibe Fourth,  - 


by the aforeſaid Margaret. Ais Falter was the Lord Darnly, 
Queen Mary's Husband, Eldeſt Son of Matthew Earl of Lenox, de- 


ſcended from Robert Stuart, zhe next Succeſr to David Bruce, Xing 
of Scots. Thus by King James's Acceſſim to the Crownof England, 


theſe wo Kingdoms ( which bad been for ſo many Ages in a perpetual 


he Eſcaped, two Conſpiracies in the two firſt years of his" Reien, and 


both from the Popiſh Faction: Particularly the Gun-Powder Treaſon , + 


which at one Biow was to deſtroy Eburch and State, by blowing up at 
once all the Flower of the Kingdom, King, Prince, and Parliament; 
This King made a Peace with Spain; and or à Sum of Money, quis 


the Cautionary Towns we bad in Holland, vz. the Brill and 
Knights called Barg- 


of 


Fluſhing, & c. He alſ» created a New fors 0 | 
nets, next to the degree of 4 Baron, and made the Honour Heredi- 


zary, Under his King the Lord Bacon, 4 Man of great Learning. 


was from the high Statiun of Lord Cbamellor of England, reduc'd 


My 


to 4 degree of Poverty little ſhors of Beggary. And the LeaFned 


Sir Walter Raleigh, 4 great Man in the former Keign, Was by the 
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ES the Firſt, 


K Jat es the Firſt, Succeeded Queen Elizabeth in the 7 ; | 


the Sixth of. that Name there: His Claim to the Crown of 
England was, as being deſcended from Margaret, Eldeſt Dapghter 


Teud j became United together under one Head; the Kings of Eng- 
land baving ever ſince aſſumed the Title of Monarchs off Great Bri. 
tain, Xing James, according to tbe prudent ftrecaſt of Henry ibe 
Seventh, quitted the Leſſer for the Greater, making London the 
| Royal Seat of the three Kingdoms. Upon his coming into England, 


* 


Prevalency of Gond more the Spaniſh © Ambaſſudory- B-headed, - 
This Ring was Eſteem d famous for his Learning, having writ ſeve- 


ral Books, but was m Martial Prince. He gaue for his Motto Bea - 


ti Pacifici, and loued- Peace to 4 fault: For his Danghter. Elita - 
beth being Married id Frederick, Elector Palatine of the- Win, 


# 


1 


{ efterwards ehoſen King of Bohemia, 411 Crowned with bis ie 
. R b 5 


290 The True Secret Hifloryof © 
ar Prague) could not prevail with ber Father 10 95 them againſt 
their Competitor Ferdinand the Emperour, by whoſe Power they came 
to be 4 80 of all. After be had Reigned 22 years and three 
days, be died at Theobalds in the 59th. year of. bis Age, and was 
interred at Weftminfter, ' Hie had iſſue, Henry bis Eldeſt Son, the 
Darling of the People, who died in his Fathers Life- time; Charles, 
his next Succeſſyr ; Elizabeth before-mentioned; Mary and Sophia, 

wu died young, Thus far his General Hiſtory. 


His Secret Hiſtory, We are now come to a New Race 
of Kings: The Plamagenets and Teudors are gone off the 
Stage: And a Stuart enters next; And if we take a Survey 
of his Reign, a Prime Stuart we ſhall find him! Who being 
come from the Cold Climate of the hal- ſtar vd North into the 
more temperate Zone of the Throne of England, began 
betimes like the Serpent to hiſs at thoſe by whoſe Warmth he | 
had been _cheriſh'd ; His whole Reign being nothing elſe but 
one continued Deſign to undermine the Frame of the Engliſh 
| Conſtitution 3 and ſet up Arbitrary and Deſpotick Power; 
which that he might the better Compals, he by his laviſh 
Profuſeneſs to his Needy Country- men, Endeavour'd to make 
this Kingdom as beggarly as that from whence he came. But 
before I rake into the Dunghil of his Life, I will give the 
Reader a ſight of his Picture in Miniature; which 1 have by 
me ready drawn, by one of- his Contemporaries : It is done in 
Aſeſſo Tinto, and ſo will be but a black One; and yet contains 
ſome very lively Lineaments of him; which therefore I will 
pPreſent to the Readers View; and then leave him to judge 
u hether or no it ben't an Original. As to King James, the 
Addition of his Power, in joyning Scotland to England, gave 
4 him at firſt a Reputation abfoad; and made Foreign Princes 
more afraid than hurt. By which means be had many Ad- 
<< vantages to [et up Prerogative, which he ſtill carefully im- 
% proy'd;' And tho his Scandalous Coyardize made him too 
* timerous-to Act, yet was he moſt ſubtil in Council and De- 
« © ſigns; for never did any King more inſenſibly and cloſely un- 
der mine the Liberties of England, than himſelf; giving us 
& Caule to-remembeg from whence he came: His Peaceable ll « 
© Reign was the Skr@2n to his Secret Deſigns; for which we 
. may thank his Fears: Which tho they kept bim from Wars 
and Blood, yet he laid as many Secret Springs to inſla ve this 
_ © Nation, as ever any did: his Will, was the Sole Rule 
of his Government; nor had the People any thing to Act,. 
© but ſubmiſſive ' Obedience - Tis true, he brought with « 
< him a general Peace with all Chriſtendom ; but did not 
_ © Conſider the particular Intereſt of this Nation, whether it . 
*: were honourable. or . ſafe, as the Affairs of Erg/and then . 
4 ſtood; His Predeceſſor having taken upon her to be Head 7 
„ and Protectreſs of the Proteſtant Party*whereſoever : But & 
„he had his Ends to himſelf: He had indeed heard how * 0 
„ Sx WK “an 


1 
2 * 
- . 
U : . 


Þ; 


« and how many Attempts had been uſed to take away the 


« Life of Queen Elizabeth 3 whom it pleaſed G OD notwith- - 
« ftanding to preſerve. and : protect by the Diligence of her 


e Servants: But he was ſo conceited of his own King Craft, 
e oy he wou'd rather truſt to that, than to GOD's' Provi- 
the « dence. And then having taken away all thoughts of Wars, 
I © his Deſign was to luxuriate the People, that fo he might more 
wa CG inſenſibly lay that foundation of Tyranny he intended. And 
& as the Effect of this, an Innundation of Exceſs and Riot 
„ over-flow'd the Land, and waſh'd away many good Families, 
' Wl © and more good Hoſpitality, (formerly the Glory both of 
ne i our Nobility and Gentry ) which was Succeeded with ſuch 
©) WW © an incredible increaſe of Taverris and Bawdy Houles, that 
05 il © neither Rome nor Venice cou'd-hardly ſhew more; for which. 
the BY « two we are at this Day beholden to the Scots. And as Sin. 
n isalways the Avaunt Courrier of Judgment, ſo our Impieties 
he « Uſher'd in the greateſt Plague that ever this Kingdom felt. 
but i « before this time; as if the Divine Majefty kad told us from 
wh « Heaven we had deſerv'd it by betraying our ſelves; and 
© Wl © which but was a light fore-running Punniſhment, in reſpe& 
i of « of «hat in time ſhould follow; and yet perad venture that 
_ *, Plague was but a Shadow of Himſelf, the greateſt Plague 
N Wa 1 
the 5 The Kingdom cou d not afford more pomp and Glory than 
b was ſhewn when King Fames came firſt through Lindon; and 
it was ſo much the more conſiderable, as to him, that from 
una Naſty Batren Country (rather a Dunghil than a Kingdom) 
wil "i came to be at that initanc, as great a Prince as any was in 
de . Chriſtendom. And indeed it was the wonder of thoſe Stateſ- | 
on men, who had had Experience of the Gallantry of this Na- 
ave tion, that, a Scot ſhou'd Enjoy this 8 V 
* Long had he waited for the Death of Queen Eli dabeth; 
Ad- & but longer bad they waited, that waited upon him: For had 
m not their hopes as Nell as his, Expected their Shares of tbe 
LO „ Spoils of this Kingdom, we may without doing any wrong 
De. to that Nation, conclude him in the fate of his many Pre- 
un Wi © deceflors whom they murdered... His Stock was odious to 
the more Ancient Nobility of that Nation; and the Cloak” _ 
able , of the Kirk wou'd Ever ſerve without Scruple for ſuch a NTT.” 
„„ tal Covering as the Grand Seignior uies to ſend Men doom d « 
Vars to Death. His Original Extract I find was this: 12 
Raj % Banchoo, a Nobleman of Scotland, had a fair Lady to his 


* MW © Daughter, whom Mackberh the King delires tqyþave the uſe 4 
Att, of: Banchon refuſes, and Mackbeth Murders U. and takes 

„the Lady by Force. Fleance, the Son of Banchoo, fearing the 
not i © Tyrants Crueity, flies into Wales, to Grifin ap Lbewellin, the 


er it , Prince of Wales ; Lhewellin, Entertains him with all hoſpi- \ 
eat © table Civility, Fleance, to requite his Courteſie, gets Lhe- 
- | 


| * wel/ing Daughter. with Child; Lhewellin Murders Fleance, 
But I and berellin's Daughter is afterward delivered of a Son, | 
nau. ed Valter; this Sen proves à Gallant Man z and Dun 
1 * * x | 84 vii 
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292 The. True Secret Hiſtory of +50 
out with a Noble Perſon in Wales that call'd him Baſtard,” 
3 alter Slew him, and for his Safeguard fled into Scotland; 
here, in continuance of time he gained ſo much Reputa- 
4 tion and Favour, that he became Steward of the whole Re 
* yenue of that Kingdom; of which Office he and his Po- 
( ftericy, attained the Sirname; and from hence all the Kings 
| and Nobles of that Name had their Original. 1 
For his Perſon, a Man might ſufficiently and truly make 
* x Volume, only to tell/of his.Lazineſs, and his Uncſeanneſs, 
© but I cannot do't, without fouling too much Paper. He was a 
great Preten ler to Learning and Religion; and for the 
« Speculative part had as much as any of our Kings upon Re- 
“ cord ;-but for the Practical and beft part ot it, (if we” may 
judge of the Tree by its Fruit) we may without Breach of 
Charity conclude him Not guilty. He was the greateſt i 

„ Blalphemer in the World, would Swear faſter than Speak, 

** and. curſe the People by the Clock: And it appears by the 

*© Whole Courſe of his Life, that he was a moſt malicious Ha. 

tert of this Nation... „55 

That iyſolent Act of Ramſeys Switching my Lord of 

6 „Montgomery at Banſted Downs at the Horſe-Race, was que- 
8 © ſtionleis a lay d Quarrel, to have deſtroy d much of out 
*Engliſh Nobiſity; and had it been practis d upon any but 
** that thin-ſoul'd-Lord, who was importun'd but to draw his 
«© Sword, that had been. a bloody-Day : What Reſerve the 
Scots had, was never known; but ſuch an Affront is nor to be 
„ cenſtru'd-without reſervation. The King was naturally 
e feaxſul, even as low as cou'd be; and what h: would do, 
Fand duft not own, that he would do by his Favourites; 
Wu hom fer the 2 of bis Deſigns, he wou'd raiſe from low 
degree to oblige them the more; and to deſert them with 
4 more Eaſe; aud Shift them often till he had them fitted for 
£** his. purpoſe: Duibar was too ſolid, Hayes, too light; Nu. 
e thamptan too Crafiy, Montgomery too ſilly: ( Here's two Em- 
4 ib, two Scott, all deſerted.) And now he hath found a 
_ © Young Feer, that had been one of bis Pages in Scotland, 
and tum'd off wich Fifty pounds im Money, and Cloaths, to 
e ſeek his Fortue; having ſpent his Time and his Means in 
1 Frarte, comes over hither ; and for his Faſtiion and Lan- 
* guage 15 Entertain'd by his Country-Man, then Lord Hay, 
% (another $cor of the lixe Extract) for a Page; where the 
1 F gpt'cs of him, calls for him, and at the firft daſh 
Fr makes him Me of the Bed Chamber, and ſuddenly his Fa- 
** vourite, and Knight, Sir Reberr. then Viſcount Kocheſter, and 
© after Earl of. Sozzerſez, This Man the King hed wound up 
V ** to his juſt pitch, ot whom we may juſtly ſay, Trim tran, 
' © like. Maſter, lite Man: When this Man had long wallowd 
in his Majeſties Bounty, and the Treaſures of: this Kingdom, 
he fel/then fouleft that ever Man did, upon the Rocks of 
_ © Dithonour, Adultery, and Murdef: Of Diſhonour, to , 
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Noble Peer of the Land, and in him to the whole Nobility ; | 
% Adultery, not only td bewhore her, but to get her Divorced 

and Marry her: And Murder upon the Body of that unſor- 
« tunate Gentleman, Sir Thomas Overbury, only for diffuading 


o 
, 


cc him- ; 


» 


„ And here it is much to our purpoſe to inſert how this 


« Favourites carriage had highly offended Prince enry,who vn- 


at | 8 Fears 
« his Company ; and flatly falls out with him: Somerſet com- 


« relating to. her, diftaſtes him, diſreſpects bim, and“ 


« plains to the King, and ſhortly the Prince falls fick and 
dies. That he was poyſoned, hath been a Common fame 
&« ſince: But to Snuff the Candle, and make it burn clear, 


« take the Teſtimony of the famous Phyſicians that diſſected 


« his Body, and have left it upon Record under their 
z ⁵ ⁵⁰—T. @ po 2 * 


The Diſſection of the Body of Prince EE NR T. 


— 


&« Firſt we found bis Liver ' paler than Ordinary, in certain Places © 


e ſomewhat wan; his Gall without any & boller in it; and di. 
i ſtended with Mind. 9822 r 


4 Secondly, His Spleen. was in divers places more than ordinary f 
« black, <1 ® | „ 


* 


« Thirdly, His. Stomach was in no part offendet. 
&« Fourthly, His Midriff was in divers 2 black. 
« Fifthly, His Lungs were very black; and in divers places 
&« ſpotted 3 and full of à thin watery Aldo Oi; 5 
© Laſtly, The Veins in the hinder part of bis Head were 572 0 
© than ordinary; but the Vemricles and bollowneſs of the Brain, 
« were full of clear Water,” 7 Mk Ng 


& In witn:(s whereof, with our own hands we have Subſcribed * 


6 this preſent Relation, November 76 1612. | ; 
EA oe Men Palmer 
5 8 „„ © 4 Gifford: a 
Hammond Butler 


- 


« This Prince was an Active Man, and full of high 


Thoughts: A Lover of this Nation, and look d- upon by 


them with much Affection and Expectation. What Fears 


„and Jealouſies Somerſer might malicioully infuſe into the Kings | 


© too fearfu! and timerous Soul, we, cannot tell: But that 


© Language from Somerſet. to the Lieutenant of the Tower, 


— 


4 when he told him he muſt provide himſelf to go the nekxt 


+ Moraing to #eftmiefter to his Tryal, Taid, He would ant 5 


* * 


— — 


* 


294 pe True Secret Hiſtoryof 


bat the King had aſſur d him, he ſhould not come to any Trig; 5 
neither DURST the King bring him to 4 Trial. This Lan- we, 
_ *© guage, I ſay, ſtinks abominably. And when he did come .. 7 


to his Trial, fearing, (being Enraged) that he might fly 4 
out into ſome ſtrange Diſcovery, there were two placed mill « 
each fide of him, with Cloaks on their Arms, with peremp. 
4 toxy Command, that if Somerſet did any way fly out againſt 4 
the Kings, they ſhould inſtantly hoodwink him with their 
* Cloaks, take him violently from the Bar, and carry him 2. a 
% way. And this cou'd be no Mans Act but the Kings. He bs 
* would often boaſt of his King Craft, but if his Fears and 


c Fomer ſet's Malice, took this Princes Life away, twas a ſweet 4 
Piece of King-Craft indeed! But the Fruit of it hath been « 
bitter. I cannot enough admire that Language he uſed, « 
_ © when he gave in Charge to his Judges the Examination of WW « 


< SirThomas Overburies Murder. : 
„ Lords, I charge you, as you will anſwer it at that great 
And terrible Day of Fudgment, That you Examine it ſtrity, 
* without E.xvour, Affection or Partiality; And if you ſhall ſpare 
< Any guilty of this Crime, G O D's Curſe light upon you and yuw 
Pofferity: And if I fhall ſpare any that are found guilty, GO D's 
© Curſe light on me, and my Poſterity for ever. 
*' This Expreſſion hath a moſt honeſt Out-ſide 3 but if the 
King had a Delign of Fear, rather tobe ſo rid of Somerſet, 
than an inward Deſire of Juftice, twas monſtrous foul; ' 
which we fhall better judge of by the Sequel: Seven Perſons 
4 ere condemned to die for this foul Murder; four of them, 
* of the leaſt Account, and Acceſſaries, are Executed; the 
A three great Ones, and Principals, the King Pardons; and 
e to Somerſet himſelf, to his Dying Day, was moſt profuſely 
« liberal ; and ſuffered to live with that She · Fire-brand of Hell, 
4 his Wife, under the Kings Noſe, all the Days of their Lives. 
© Here's fine Jugling! Theſe muſt be ſav'd for fear of 
« telling Scotch Tales of the King: Wou'd the Spirits of 
« thoſe Noble. Souls in theſe our Days, put up ſuch a piece of 
*Injuſtice inthe Maſter, and ſuch an Affront and contempt of 
« this Nation, both from the Maſter, and the Man, two Scott, 
& ® without Vengeance? I believe not. LY 
And this Favourite of his, When his Eſtate was ſeiz'd up- 
on for this foul Murder, was found to have two hundred 
_<. thouſand pounds in Money, Plate, and Jewels, in his Houſe; 
and nineteen thouſand pounds a year in Lands coming in: 
A fine Advance from a Scots Page, fifty pounds a year, and a Suit 
of Cloaths (and can any Man tell for what?) I never heard 
that all Scotland was worth fo much. But enough of him. 
„This King had no Wars, but ſpent more Money prodigal- 
. © ly, profuſely, and riotouſly, than any of his Predeceſſors. 
What ſwarms of Scots came with him and after him, into 
this Kingdom? Who perpetually ſuck'd him of moſt vaſt 
sums of Moneys, which ſtands yet upon Record; and which 
OG | e E's 6* put 
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77 « put him upon all Diſhonourable ways of raiſing Moneys; to 

a) the molt cruel oppreſſion of the Nation, to ſerve their Riot 
© and Luxury: There are many yet living can juſtify this 
ht f Truth. But tho' thev lived a while at ſuch a beight, yet 
ed they died like themſelves, Beggars; and at this Day ſcarce 
0 « one of them can ſhew the Eruits of thoſe vaſt Donatives, 
r2inſ either in themſelves or their Poſterity, that's worth looking 
ther « upon: Ando let them all periſh, whomſoever, Sc:2s or Eng- 


“ 1iſh, whoſe Foundation is ſuch. Tho I fee no reafon but 

* that any Eſtate may be queſtion'd, which is known to have 
0 * been rais d on the oppreiſion of this Nation; nor that _ "0 
—_ te any Title of Honour-ſo bought, ſhould deſcend to Poſterity. | 2 


been 4 Lord is to be a Lord by Merit of Imployment in ſome 
ſed Noble Office for the Publick Good; not by projecting 
** &« Tricks, and couzening Devices to fill a Tytants Coffers, to 


the Enſlaving of a gallant free Nation. But to return to 
« King Fames. 


97 In thoſe Days, tis true, the Biſhops, Nobility, and the 
0 10 * Lawyers, had a great influence upon the People, for their 
r « Abilities, and ſuppoſed Honeſties: Yet among theſe, ſuch 0 | 
_ «* are found, and others are made ſuch, that whatſoever the . 
1 * King would have, they are fit and willing Inftruments to 
the ** bring it about, and make it paſs for cur rent Divinity and 
| * ITO V 
jt _ « Witneſs the Burning of a whole Cart. load of Parliament 
Wa * Preſidents, that ſpake the Cubjects Liberty; that were burnt « 
ary at the Kings firſt coming from Scotland. Witneſs the Nul- 
„ ity. Wine the Life of Sir Valter Raliegh, that was taken 
p „ away in point of State; whole leaſt part was of more worth _ 
a than the whole Race of the beſt of the S cot Nation. Wit- 
1 ©* neſs the inhancing of the Cuſtoms, Privy Seals, Monopolies, 
_ “ Loans, Benevolences, Seals of Lands, Woods, Eines, New 
of Buildings: Witneſs, the Lamentable Loſs of the Palatinate.. * 
of *© Witneſs the Treaty of the Spaniſh Match: In which two laſt, 
of WM this. Nation received more Diſhonour than in any Action 
f * any former Age can Parallel; and all undec the Colour of 
. « an honourable Treaty. | His Daughter was undone, and his 
i Son bobb'd of a Wife. after the hazard of his Perſon, and vaſt 
' & Expence of infinite Treafure to this Day undiſcharged. X 
A 1 could never underſtand what Piece of King-Craft it N 
25 * was, to let the Prince, his only Son, with Buckingham his Fa- 
2 _ © yourite, make that Voyage into Spain, unleſs it were to be 
0 * rid of them both: And had he not had to do with a Noble 


l Enemy, ſurely they had never returned. 
. * © He would fometimes call a Parliament for Money, and not 
for Buſineſs 3 but if the Kingdom preſented any Grievances; 
| be wou d quarrel by his Prerogative, and Diſſolve it. One 
Lutter of his to the Parliament, I cannot read but with | 


„ Amaxement; which being but brief, take here from his 
J A 


= own hand, 
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A Copy of His Majeſty's Letter to the Lower 
„ — -4 So of PRrnnt. + - 


Mr. Speaker: N ET 
& WE have heard by divers Reports, to our great Grief, That 
8. the Diſtance of our rin by at this time from Our High 
&< Court of Parliament, cauſed by Our want of Health, bath em. 


c mons, 10 debate and argue Puvlickly, in matters far beyond 
7 . 


jour Nach and Capacity, and ſo renaing to Our bigb Difſho- 
<< nour, andEntrenching upon Our Prerog ative: Royal: Tou ſhall there- 


Jef Our deareſt Son's March with the Daughter of Spain; nor 1 
3 e ouch the Honour of that King, nor any Our Friends or Confede- 


« rates , and alſo nt to meddle with any Man's Particulars, which | 


bave their due Motions in our ordinary Courts of Juſtice: And 
0 * whereas we bear they haue ſent a Meſſage to Sir Edwyn Sands, 


« reſolve them. it was not for any Miſdemeanour of bis in Parlia- 
ment: But to put them out of doubt of any Queſt ion of that Nu. 
« ture that may ariſe among them hereafter, you ſhall re ſolbe them 


4 puniſh any Man's Miſdemeanors in Parliament, as well during 
tbeir Sitting, as afterwards ; which we mean not to ſpare here- 

e after upon any occafin of any Mans inſolent Behaviour there, 

E rhat ſhall be miniſtred unto us. And if they bave already 
touched any of theſe Points which we have forbidden, in any Pe- 
* Yition of theirs, which is to be ſent 10 us:- It is Our Pleaſure 
ce hat you ſhall tell them, That except they reform it before it come 
0 Our Hands, we will not daign the Hearing or Anſeering 
«of it. DO SOR „ ERS 

© I leave every Reader to Comment upon it, according to 

< his own Patience, and Paſſion: But that a Sent from fo beg- 
« garly a Condition, to be ſo peaceably and konourably re- 


\ 


„ ſhould uſe ſuch ungrateful preſumptuous and proud Lan- 


ing. Monftrous Horrible, and not good. But twas his 

„ Humour all his Reign; with impatience over-ruling, with 

«, Iealouſies threatning, and at Pleaſure diſſolving all Parlia- 

e ments; thereby to lay the Foundation of Tyrannical and 
EA: 4 Arbitrary Government, which he intended to bring upon 


6 Jaid af de, he was ready provided of another, George in 


— 


. s . 
Nr | 
— 5 


&« boldened- ſome fiery and popular Spirits in Our Houſt of Cm. 


<< fore acquaint the Houſe with our Pleaſure, That none therein 
hall from henceforth preſume to meddle with any ubing cencerning 
Our Government, or Myfleries of State; Namely, Not to ſpeak 


* 70 know the Reaſon of his laſt Reſtramt; Tou ſhall in Our Name 


in Our Name, That We think, Our Selves very free and able to 


4 e ceived to ſo Royal a Government over ſo brave a Nation, 


'« guage to the Parliament of England, is to my Underftand- 


His Favourite Somerſet being Condemn'd , and quietly - 
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| te Jeys by Name, a handſome young Man, lately return d out 
1 « of France, from an Allowance of Threrſcore Pounds a 
< Year; Who comes to Court, is admitted to a Cup. bearers 
* Place, and then preſently Knighted, and made Gentleman 
* of the Bed-Chamber, and the ſame day a Thouſand Pounds 
« Tear out of the Cdurr of Ward given him; and in a 


* < Breath made Maſter - of the Horſe, then Knight of the 
7, « Garter, then Baron of Fhadon, Viſcount Villers, Earl of 
u. & Fomerſet, and a Privy Counſellor, Marqueſs of Bnckingham, 
N “ Lord Admiral of England, Chief Juſtice in Eyre, of all the 
1 WM © Parks, and Forreſts on the South fide of Trent, Maſter of 
bo © the Ning Bench Office, Head-Steward of Weſtminſter, and 
e „Conſtable of N indſor-· Caſtle; and laſtly a Duke ; and then 
in be cou'd go no higher in Title; but by his Maſter 3 Plea. | 
77 WM * ſure and Courtelie, all the Affairs of the Kingdom are ſteęred 

46 by his Compaſs, Yet when he knew his Maſter to be wea- 

15 „ry of him, (notwithſtanding his flabbering. Expreſſions of 
2 Affection, and extravagant Honours and Riches) he found a 
„ MW © Playfter and a Powder that made him amends for all his 

4 4 Favours: And here the King Craft met with his Match, | 
J „How far King Charles might be privy to this Buſineſs, I 

* &* determine not; but the private familiarity between them, 
— * continued ſv. long after, and protecting him from being 


N « queſtion'd' for this very particular in Parliament, is no 
1 * {mall Preſumption. But what that King denyed (Juſtice) 
0: * God ſent by the Hand of John Felton, who ftabb'd this Duke 
g at Portſmouth, with a Ten. penny Knife, that he inſtantly 
- gave up the Ghoſt with theſe Words, God's Wounds?. þ an; 

e ſlain. -To write all thoſe Actions this Duke did, by 


. * theſe two King's Favours, to the prejudice of this oppreſ- 
* ſed Nation, would make a Cholerick Man mad; and Fleg- 
; * matick, ſtupid: The King is the thing I intend; who made 
„ uſe of him, the Flattering Prelates, the poor · ſpirited No- | 
| < bility, and Corrupt: Lawyers, to frame ſuch a Government, . 
as all the Wealth in this Kingdom ſhould be at che Rings 
„ Diſpoſal. The Model whereof he lett to his Son, with In- | 
u ſtructions bow to carry it on. And the ſad Cataſtrophe he | 
&* brought upon himſelf thereby, we ſhall haue occaſion to take no- DE 
« tice of, when we come to his Secret Hiſtory,] I 7 5 3 
&* I-cannat in the beſt Stories I have read, find who was | 
4 clearly. King Fames's Father: Mary Queen of Scotland, a 
“ lafty young Widow) marries the Lord Darn/y, Son to the 
% Duke of Lenox, in the Year 1865. or thereabouts : And 
t at the ſame time had for a Reſerve in great Favour with 
her, an Italian Fidler, and Bgthwel, a. Scotch Lord. After 
Marriage, the Queen proves with Child. The King her 
_ :<. Husband, that was Lord Daray, (Enraged by ſome Infor- 
4 mations) comes into the room where the Queen bis Wife 
was at Supper, and very big; and drives the Italian Fidler 
L into another Room, and Murders him. The Wr — -— 
END ES” EY = i ', «ſhortly EY 
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6c . | 2 8 
* ſhortly, delivered of a_ Son, which was our King Fames : 
- "The omni of the Chtiftenitig Ended, She and Bothwe 


4 Murder'd the King her Husband. Then the Queen Marries 


< Bozhwel, and all this in a Moment of Time; but they are 


both fain to fly : The Queen came into England, and was 
4 here Beheaded. Bothwel fled into Denmark, and there lay 
jn Priſon all the Days of his Life. e 


* 


„ And now, Reader, obſerve the Fortune of this prodigious 


4e Family; His luppoſed Father was ftrangled in his Bed, by 


4 the Conſent of his Mother, and flung out into a Garden: 
. << His Mother was beheaded ; His Eldeſt Son, Prince Henry, 


* in the Flower of his Youth, and ſtrength of his Age, 
js Poyſoned: His Daughter. Married to the Palſerave: 
« where . ſhortly her Husband (in Ambition” to be. 
„ ceme a King) is ſlain; and _ ſhe with her many 
«© Children ate driven out of their Eſtates, and fly for 


4 Shelter into Holland, where ſhe hath lived ever ſince upon the 


«© Courteſie of England: Her Eldeft Son, having lived lon 


* upon a particular Charity of this Nation, is now at length . 
© reftored to a Feather of his Goofe. Two other of her Sons, 
4 after Six years following Arms and Plunder for King Charles, 
<< turn'd Pyrates at Sea 


a, and ſo are at preſent. King Fames 
« himſelf, after two and twenty years Reign, by the Act of 
< his FayouriteBuckingham,is Poyſoned. KingCharles after Eight | 


„ years War with the Parliament, is taken, arraigned, and Con- 


< demned, and Beheaded at his own Door. His Wife fled 


« home to her Friends, and his Cfildren ſcatter'd abroad in 


t the World, to live upon the Charity of others. 
& Are all theſe Circumftances to be flighted, or uncon- 


4 ſidered ? Or ſhall we take the Prieſts Word, King James 


« was of bleſſed Memory ? I challenge the the proudeft of them; 


et them publiſh one clear Act of Honeſty from him, all the 
4 time ot his Reign or any honeſt Man that ever he lov'd, 


4 and III yield. His Hy pocriſe, Perjury, Cowardice, Blaſphemy, 
„ Malice, are known to all: And baſe Ingratitude, which 
4 comprehends more than all the reſt. Whereof one Exam- 
« ple of him is well worth, our remembring, to Sir Henry 


< Worton, which briefly was thus: Sir Zenry (a Man for Per- 


e ſon and parts highly Eſteemed and hondured of all that 


4 knew him) being in Florence, when Queen Elizabeth's Death 


drew nigh, ( which King James gaped for) the Duke of 


% Florence had intercepted ſome Letters, which diſcovered a a 
P ; 


«© Defign to take away the Life of King James: The Duke 
. < abhorring the Fact; reſolves to Endeavour the Preven- 


tion; calls for his Secretary to adviſe by what means a 


Caution might be beſt given to the King; and it was re- 
«© ſolved to be done by Sir Henry Wotton, who (being well in- 
„ ſtructed) is preſently diſpatched into Scotland with Letters 


to the King, and moſt rare Antidotes againſt all manner 


as - * 
— 
. 
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c of Poyſons, whereby that Miſchief was prevented; and 
« Sir Henry Wotton returns into Tay; where ſhortly after 
ies « came the News of the Death of Queen Elizabeth, and 
. Fames King of Scots proclaimed King of England ; and away 
: « comes Sir Henry Wotton to joy the King. This had been a 
Y « fit Subject to have ſnewn his Noble Mind upon, for a Fa- 
« vourite: But what doth the King? Takes him into two and 
l 4 twenty years Travel, like a Packhorſe, to make him an Agent 
in Foreign Parts, and leaves him in his Old Age ig Eaton. 

| . & Colledge, unable to pay his Debts; as may appear by his 


5 « Lamentable Complaint upon his Death-Bed: His Words 
4 <« aretheſe, in his laſt Will and Teftament: I bumbly beſeech 
6 * my Lord's Grace of Canterbury, and the Lord Biſhop of Lon- 
0 c don, to intercede with our moſt gracious Sovereign (in ibe 


&« Bowels of Feſus Chriſt ) that out of compaſſionate Memory of 
« my long Services, ſome Order may be taken for my Arrears, for 
« Satisfation of my Debts. This Preſident alone is fo tran- 

. « ſcendently foul, as all his other Actions and Paſſions are Ver- 

„ tues to it. Fellows of no Merit at home, muſt wallow in 

. his Bounty, and their own Luxury, to do his foul Pleaſure, 

< and to Execute his Tyrannical Actions, whilſt ſuch a Noble 

&« Soul as this, muſt ſuffer Want, and die in it. i564 
Thus have I given my Reader, according to my Promile, 
King Fames's Picture in Miniature; I will not become a 
Voucher for the Truth of all that he has mention'd; but if it 
be a true, as tis a Common Obſervation, that Water runs al- 
Ways the cleareſt, the nearer it is to the Fountain; then why 
ſhould not thoſe have the cleareſt Proſpect of Truth, that 
lived neareſt thoſe Times wherein the things they treat of were 
tranſacted ? And that this was long ſince Written, the Reader 
will eaſily diſcern, by many Paſſages therein. And the bold 
Strokes he bas made in many Particulars, ſhews him to have 
been a Maſter Workman ; tho I cannot deny, but that if he 
had Shadow'd ſome things a little more, it might perhaps have 

render'd the Piece more acceptable to many Readers. 

But King James his Life being a Copious Theme for our 
Secret Hiſtory, we {hall purſue it a little more at large; and 
deduce his Hiſtory from the Death of his Grandfather, Fames 
the Vth, who was ſlain at Meſcleborough- Field, by the Engliſh 
Army, under the Command of the Earl of Arundel and Sarrey. 
This King at his Death, left a ſole Daughter, Mary Stuart, In- 
heretrix of that Realm; who when ſhe attained to the Age of 

Viripotency, was Married to the Dauphine of France; ( which 
Title belongs to the firſt Son of the Kings of that Crown) 

who coming afterwards to be King, Ended his Days by a Shi- 

ver of a Launce at a Tournament. This Match was contriy'd 
by the French, to make the Scots to be Goads in our fides, to 
prevent our invading of France, to which we had a juſt Title. 

But this: Mary, deprived of her' Mate by this ſad Accident, 

living ſome few years in the French' Court, where ſhe was Edu- 
TOR 2 . ä 15 cate 
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cated in the School of Venue, prov'd an apt Scholar in that 
wanton Academy; and affecting in her Inclination to be more 
abſolute in her Paſſien of Love to chuſe without Tontroul 
1 à Paramour ſuitable; when, how long, and whom ſhe pleaſed, 
1 grew weary of the Delights of Paris; and deſiring Variety, 
| \ returned into Scotland, where ſhe had more Power; ſhe being 
.conftant in nothing but Inconftancy : A Place wherE the A- 
morous way Was much in Eſteem, tho the Church-Goyernment 
| Farhewhat hinder'd it ; which yet was not then of ſuch fofce as 
"ON it has been fince : This Princels caſt her Glances every where 
# about, to find a Beauty fit for her Embraces; and at laſt fix d 
her liking on the Lord Darnly, of the Houſe and Family of the 
Stuarts of Root in Scotland, whoſe Anceſtors were there fa- 
maus, conteſting” long ago for the King, with one Wallis, in 
their home-bred Broils, who ſided with the People, And 
indeed, this Lord was a goodly and amiable Perſon, fit for 
bike the Embraces of a Princeſs; but after ſome time the Queen 
2a grew weary of the Conjunction being, Satiated; and the rather, 
bccauſe ſhe had caſt an Amorous Eye upon a New Servant 
- ſhe had Entertain'd, called David Rizius, a Predmontois, and 
unn Excellent Muſician, who excelled in the Airs of Italy a- 
Ft bove others in that Faculty; and Enchanting the Queen with 
his Voice, made her think there was no Happineſs but in his 
Approach in her Cabinet, ( a Place whercin ſhe continually 
refided ) but from thence the Lord Darniy was Baniſhed above 
nine Months; divorced from her Enjoyment, altho he ſought 
divers means in Vain. At laſt, for a Medicine to allay his 
Diſcontent, one Dowglaſs adminiſtred Phyſick for his Cure; 
which was to remove Rix ius from the Queen, and to put the 
Lord Darnly, her Husband, into her Arms: But ſo violent were 
the Ingredients, that Rizzus was taken from the Queen by 
Twelve newly arrived Lords and their Retinue, who put her 
into the Lord Daraley's Arms, Kifling Rzzms, and laying his 
dead Body on the ſame Trunk which was his Bed the ſirſt 
Night he arrived to the Queen's Servicſge. 
Io underſtand this better, Dowglafs. was an Agent for the 
Twelve baniſh'd Lords out of Scotland, to return; but could 
not Effect it, unleſs the Lord Darnly undertook the Accompliſh- 
ment; which he would not do, but upon the Condition of 
Diſpatching Rizius from Court: But they being jealous of 
Days Promiſe, not fixt in other Pumctilio's, would not 
believe him, till pricking his Fingers, he wrote an Aſſurance 
under his hand with Blood, really to Effect it; which was 
' , afted when the Queen leaned on Riziuss ſhoulder, at the 
Game of Primero, with the Earl of Morton Chancellor of 
„Scotland, who cheriſhed this unlawful Familiarity. For 
David Rizius wes ſo well known to have to do with the 
Queen, that Henry the Fourth of France, (being told of the 
* Wiſdom of King James, after his Acceſſion to the Crown of 
England, (which by ſome Sycophantine Flatterers was = | 
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mach cry'd up) and that he was calfd a Second Solomon 
ſmartly repartee'd, I know 'n0 reaſon there is to call him a Second 
Solomon, e becanſe be is the Son of David the Fidler. But 
o Proceed. TL LD ny ns ; Phe Rs „„ 
” 4 he Queen being greatly troubled for the Fate of Mius, 
retir d to Sterlin Caftle; where the was ſoon after brought 
abed of King James; but took no delight in her Husband's 
Company: For the Lord Bothwel became a new Corrival in her 
Aﬀettionz, who both conſented (as Germanicus Wife with 
Sejanus,) after ſhe had been Laſcivious with him, to blow up 
her Husband's Body with Gunpowder, who was caſt dead on 
a Tree next Morning: A Spectacle made Scotland amazed at 
ſo fearful a Murder. By this moſt wicked Deſign, ſhe grew 
ſo contemptible to her Realm, that ſhe was fain to tlee to 
Queen Elizebeth- for Succour: But ſeveral Treaſons having 
been before diſcovered here, which were ſet on work by this 
Queen to take away the Lite of Queen Elizabeth: The Privy 
Council ( accounted the wiſeſt ot all Europe) adviſed Queen 
Elixabeth to Condemn her, to free England from Treaſons a- 
gainſt her Perſon: (for this Mary Stuart was the next Preten- 
der to the Crown; from Hemy the Seventh) But the Sage 
Princeſs conjettured that it her Death ſhould be by her Buck, 
it might raiſe the hatred of Foreign Princes againſt her; 
and therefore cauſed rhe Sentence only to be ratified by Act 
of Parliament, the Vote of the whole Realm; inſomuch 
\ that a Mock Secretary (called Duviſon ) was choſen to go to 
- Fotheringham. where the was rewarded with a Hatchet, which 
was but a juſt Judgment of God upon her. | 
King James being now about Sixteen years old, was Crowne 
ed in Scotland, and had tor Tutor one Bohannon (called among 
us Buchanon) a Leaſed Divine, and Wiſe to train up young - 
Princes; whoſe $ are famous throught this part of the 
World: This prudent- Schoolmaſter obferving the young 
Princes facility to Sign any Grant for his Servants withour 
reading, by which means he fad Pardon d many Murthers, 
and paſſed other Inſtruments of pernicious Conſeguegce to 
the Commonwealth, he one day defired a Boon of King 
James, in regard he had taken great Pains with him from 
his Childhood; and the King without knowing What it was, 
told him he would grant it. Thereupon one Morning, as 
the King was going out Early a hunting, Suchanon brought an 
Abſolute Reſignation of his Kingdom to him, with all Im- 
munities belonging to igen the King ſigned without 
looking on. At Night - retfiraing from his tunting»ſport, 
and retiring uſually before Supper, to read ſome profitable 
Author, which his Schoolmaſter chole; all being ſhut out of 
the Chamber, Buchanan ſat down in the Kings Chair, and told 
him that he was King, giving him the Writiag to peruſe; 
Which whilſt he u as reading,. be ſhed Tears for his Folly ; yet 
"Buchanan, after cemforted him, and charged his Scholar not 
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to ſign any Grant, but what was juſt; and ſo threw the Grant 


of all Scotland into the Fire, hos x 
Soon after, King James was married to Queen Ann of Den- 


mark, a Lady beautiful, but too ſtrong to be joyned with a 


weak ſpiny Prince; but in a little time, finding his Deficien. 
Cy, What ſhe wanted in him, ſhe made up elſewhere ; placing 
her delight firft in one Mr. Stuart, of the Houſe of the Earl 
of Murry; but his haunting her Chamber too ſedulouſly, caus'd 
ſuch a jealouſie in the King, that he imparted his thoughts 


to the Marquis of Huntley, who between em got this Stuart 


out of the way, cauſing his Houſe to be burnt, and himſelf in 
it. After whoſe Death, the Queen made uſe of the Earl of 


 Gopry, a Lord of a comley Viſage, good Stature, and an 


- Attracting Mein, to ſatisfie her unruly . Appetite-3 between 
whom and the King, there ſeemed much Love and Friend- 
ſhip ; but the King upon a ſuſpicion of his having too much 
familiarity with the Queen, converted all his Love and Friend- 
ſhip into the Poyſon of Hatred, cauſing KRemſy, afterwards 
Earl of Holderneſs, with ſome others, to murther Gowry in 
his own Houſe 3 giving out, to blind the matter, that the 
Earl with others would have killed him. And to make this 
* falſe Story look the more like Truth, he appointed the 
fifth of Auguſt as a ſolemn Day of Thankſgiving for his pre- 
tended Delivery. Thereby making bold with Heaven; call- 
ing Truth it ſelf to bear Witnels to a. Lie; Upon which one 
Wiote this Diſtien n e 
Bold Prince, forbear, and trouble G O D no further: 


For he Accepts no Thanks for Doing Murther. 


of 


But the Queen, who cou'd not 


Affections, finds out New Servants to {pp 


_ Joon. after entettain d into her Service one Mr. Beely, a Dane, 


to whom ſhe bore a great o ffection; this Gentleman came with 
her into England, and grew more entire in her Thoughts ; Sir 
Edward Payton, in his Divine Cataſtrophe, relates that he was 
very familiar with this Gentleman, and that he was a Com- 
miſſioner for him in a Grant his Miſtreſs had procured for him 
of King Fames, of the Goods of Felons in divers Counties. 
| However, this Gentleman at laſt waxing Old, the Queen 


took two other proper Gentlemen into her Service, of the 
Houſe of Babannon; and theſe being Partners in her Affection, 
fell out with one another to thagglegree, that they fought a 


Duel, and Kill d one another fof Priority in her Love. 

Not long after Gomrie Death, Prince Henry was born at 

Edenbrougb; u hereupon Queen Elizabeth ſent the Earl of 

8 naſſador, to Congratulate his Birth, and be God- 
father, witha Noble, Retinue; But Scotland being poor, and 


the King wanting Money te diſcharge the Glory of ſuch a 


„ 1s «.".. +, Royal: 


x 
* f , 


55 her unruly 
{0pply her wants; and 


| "King JAMES the Frft. 
Royal Entertainment, the Earl of Orkney, a Baſtard of the 
former Kings, pawned his Eſtate in the Iſlands of Scotland, 


to raile a great Sum to Diſcharge the Chriſtning : And as a 


Return for ſo great Kindneſs, King Fames did not only not 
diſengage this very Morgage, but ſuffered the Earl to die in 
Priſon at Blackneſs near Edinburgb. Caſtle: An Ingratitude fo 
indelible, that after Ages will deteſt llt. 
But Henry the Fourth of France, being 'inform'd of this 
Congratulation, and conceiving it to be a Step to Unite Eng- 
land and Scotland in one Government, Elizabeth waxing old, 
ſent a Letter of Encouragment co King Fames, to joyn with 
him in Revenge of his Mothers Death; Who replied (as the 
true Copy Expreſſed it) that he would not fall at difference 
with Elixabetb, ſince he was now more ſecure in his Throne, 
than in his Mothers time: Intimating he was not ſorry for his 


Mothers Removal, for her Life might | have procur'd. his 


„ PN Both 5 1 hs 
Queen EI zaberh dying, after having reigned, four and 
forty years Compleat, King James was proclaimed King of Eng. 


land by the Privy Council, aſſiſtedby SirRoberr Lee Lord Mayor of 


London; In May after, he came into England, and was met with many 
Nobles and Gentlemen; the Sheriffs attending him in every 


County from Berwick : Being all the way complemented upon 


his Acceſſion to the Throne of this Kingdom: And when he 
came near London, he was met by the Sheriffs of London and 
Middleſex, and Congratulated by Mr. Richard Martin of the 


Middle Temple, in the Name of the Sheriffs, with the following 


Speech; which, tho' ſome what long, I am willing to inſert for 
two Reaſons; Firſt, becauſe. it may be a Novelty to the Reader, 

as being rarely to be had, I having obtain'd it᷑ out ot a private 
Manuſcript. And Secondly, becauſe his Reign was the very 
Reverſe of what this wou'd: have perſwaded him to: That had 
it been ſpoken afterwards, as it was before, it mignut very well 
have been taken for an a.. 2, 


A Speech deliver d to King James, at his near Ap- 
pProach to London, in the Name of the Sheriffs of 

London and Middleſex, by Mr. Richard Martin of 
the Midale-Temple. „C 


THe Common Fear and Difficulties which perplex moſt confident 

Orators ſpeaking before Princes, would more . confound my di. 
ſtruſtful Spirit, eating to your high Majeſty, maſt migbry Ning, 
* our aread Sovereign Lord, aid I not know that the Meſſage which 
. 4 brj 


Hected Strains of Oratory, I leave to theſe who more delight to tickle 


#he Princes Ear, than ſatisfy bis deeper Judement. - To me, nt gra- 


cious Sovereign, your Majejty's meaneſt Stibjeck, vouehſafe Tour Mild 


and Pringely Attention, whilſt in the Names. of thoſe Brave Agi. 
(ITO | 55 2 traies 
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ng yy to 4 good Ning, always grateful, Curioſities of Wit, and 


mis, your Aajeſties Faithful Sheriffs of London: and Middleſex, © 


* a 
he » . 
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I offerto your benign Grace that Loyal and H 


* 


From that Homurable and Ancient City, the Heart of this Kingdom, 


A is brought by them whoſe deep and inward Grief conceived for the i 


of our Peerleſs and Renuwned Queen Elizabeth, i turned into. Exceſ- 
Eve Foy for the Approach of your Excellent Majeſty, by whom the long 
and bleſſed Peace of Five ard Fourty years, is made perpetual. Great 
i the Achnowledgmem we owe to the Memgry of our late Princes Go- 


verument, whoſe far-(pread-Fame, as it ſhall live recommended to Po. 


Ferit for ever ;, ſo of ber flouriſhing Reign no erber Teſtimony need to 


be required than that of -your high Majeſty, finte none can be more 
* , honourable; that the like hath not been reud or heard of in our Days, 


or ſince the Reign of Great Auguſtus; ſo that even Glorious and 
Vertuous Kings have juſt cauſe to Envy the Glory and Vertue of a 
Woman. But ſhe us gathered in Peace to her Fathers, 4 Memorable 
" Inſtance of your Majeſty s Divine Obſervation, That Princes differ not 


in Stuff, but in Uſe, trom Common Men. Our of the Aſhes of this 


- Phoenix „ James, Born for eur Good : The bright Star of 
' the North, to which all true Magnetick Hearts had long before turned 
themſelves, -whoſe Fame ariſing like a new Sun, diſperſed the Clouds of 


Fear which either our Politick Friends, or open Enemies, or the un. 


natura Factors for the firſt Monarchy, had given s ſome cauſe to ap- 
prebend ;-Tea, our Nobility, Counſellors, and Commons, whoſe & iſ- 


dom and Fidelity is 1herefore renowned, as far-as this 1ſland is ſpoken 


of, wird a general Ze.d, poſted to your Majeſt ies Subjection; not more 


incited thereunto, by the Right of your Majeſty's Deſcent and Royal © 


Blord, drawn to this fair Inheritance from the Lows of our Ancient 


Kings, iban inflam d with the Fame of your Princely. and Eminent, - 


Vertues, wberewiih, at a rich Cabinet f Precious Fewels, your 
Kingly Mind is furniſh'd, if conſtant Fame bas deliver d as a true 
Inventory of your rare Qualities : A King whoſe Touth needs no Ex- 
euſe, and whoſe Affections are ſubdued to his Reaſon : A King which 


not only does Fullrce, ( which even Tyrants do ſometimes ) but loves 
Juſtice; which Habit none but Vertuous Princes can put ons Who 


imitating the Free Bounty of the King of Kings, invites all diſtreſſed 


People to come unto him; not permitting Gehazi , to take Talents 


922 2 of Changes of Garments. - In ſome Princes, my Gracious 


ertien Lord, it is Enough that they be not Evil; but from your | 


Majejly we look for an Admirable Goodneſs, and particular Redreſs : 
So ſtrange an Exp:aation forming your Majejtie's Coming, hath 
indeſted the Minds of Good Men with Com fort, of Bad with Fear, 
And fee how bounteous Heaven bath Kren jour Kingdoms for 
Jour Majeſty's four Ae Vertues. Scotland bath tried >your 
Prudence, in "redycing thoſe things to Order in the Church and 
Commonwealth, which the Tumultuous times of your gehe 


Infancy had there ut our of Square. Ireland ſhall requir 


 Fortitnde, when neceſſary - Reaſons , of State ſhall bend your Ma- 
 jeſty's Councels to that Enterprize : But let England be the 


— 


: * 
# 
2 PF, 
- 
* \ & 
= , _ 
*« — 4 
_ 2 


Hearty Welcome, which | 


be faut Our of Square. JA Jour * 
Fuflice, which the Miniſters, I Aure not ſay that the Policies 
of Civil Wars, have there defaced; France ſhall prove © your 


Wu RAR TOR 


chool- wherein Tour Majeſty will practice your Temperance and Mo. 
deration: For Flattery will eſſay to undermine . or forte Tour Mas 
jeſtys Strongeſt Conſtancy and Integrity: Baſe Oſtenation, the Bans 
of Vertuous Princes, which like Lazarus s Dogs, licks even the 
Princes Sores 3 a Vice made ſo familiar to this Age by long uſe, that 
even Pulpits are not free this "kind of Treaſon; 4 Treaſon I 
miy juflly call it, moſt capable to poyſon the Fountain of Wiſdom and 
Fuſtice, whereat ſo many Kingdoms muſt be refreſbed: Nor can I 
be juſtly blamed ta lay open ta 4 moſt Skilful and Faithful Phyſician 
our true Grief, n, it may be to the Comfort of m Life to have 
ſpoken the Truth to my Lord the King; and with a heart as true 0 © 
Tour Majeſty as Tour own, to mate known to an uncorrapted Kine, 
the hopes and deſires of his beſt Subjects: Who, at if Tour Majeſty 
were ſent down from Heaven to renew the Golden Age, bave now 
aſſured themſelves that this Iſland, now united to Tour Majeſties 
Obedience,  ſhall- never fear the Miſchiefs and Miſ-Governments 
which other Countreys and other Times have felt: Oppreſſion ſhall 
not be here the Badge of Authority, nor Inſolence the . Mark, of Great- 
neſv. The People (hall ſit every one under his own Olive- Tree, and 
anoim themſelves with the Fat thereof: bis Face not grinded with 
Extorted Suits, nw his Marrow ſuck'd out with moſt odious and - 
unjuſs Monopolies: Unconſtionable Lawyers, and greedy Officers ſhall 
nn langer ſpin out the poor Mans ca in length to bis undoing, and 
the delay of Fuſtice ; No more ſhall Bribes blind the Eyes of the 


+1 Wiſe, nor Gold be reputed the common meaſure of Mens Mor- 
#0] thineſs ; Adulterate Gold! Which can gild a rotten Poſt, make 
Balaam 4 Biſhop, and Iſſachar be worthy of 4 Fudicial Chair, 


. where he may wickedly ſell that Fuſtice which be corruptly bought. 

„ The Money - Changers and Sellers of Doves, I mean thoſe which traf · 
, fk with the Livings of fimple and religious Paſtors, ſhall Tour 
. » Majeſty whip out of 1 Temple and Commonwealth: For no more ſhall 

Churh-Livings be par d to the quick, forcing Ambitious Chur chmen to 

| Enter in at the Windows by Simony, and Corruption, which they muſt 

4 afterwards repay with Uſury, and make up with Pluralitzes, The 

6 Ports and Havens of this Kingdoms which have long been barred, 

. yet now open the Mouths of their Rivers and the Arms of their Seas, 

to the gentle Amity, and juſt Traffick of all Nations, waſhing away 

our Reprodch of Univer], al Pirates and Sea-Wolves 3. and deriving, by 

the Exchanze of Home- bred Commodities with Foreign, into the Veins 

| . Land, that wholeſom: Blood and well. got Treaſure, which 

all ſtrengthen the Sinewe of Your Majeſtie 8 Kingdoms. The 

neglected and almoſt worn-out Nobility ſhall m as bright Diamonds 

and burning Carbuncles, a4orn Your Kingly Diaden, The too much 

contemned Clergy ſhall- hang as a precious Earing as Your Princely 

Ear; Tour. Majeſty ſtill Liſtening to their holy Counſels. The 

we tried Commons ſhall be worn as & rich Ring on Tour Royal Fin- 

ger, which Tour Majeſty with a watchful Eye will ſtill graciouſly 

lo)k upon, For we have now 4 Nin: that will hear with his own 

Ears, and be ever jeuloxr of any Truſt, which being afterwards 

bz:1m2 neceſury, may be abuſed to an Unlimited Power. They mean 

. Fl * e to 


5 


TT Tn "Foe True Secret Hiſtory of * 


to ſell the X ing to his Subjects at their own Price, and abuſe the © 


Authority of His Majeſty to their own Gain and Greatneſs, who 


People, is the way to augment his Eſtate. NY 

"Ter me neither be thougot nedious nor preſumptuous, my Gra- 
cious Soveraigh 3 for I. Counſe] wt : But whilſt your Majeſty bath 
been perhaps wearied with Complaints and inſinuationt of à par- 
ticular and private reſpect, let it be lawful, my Liege, for a 


* 4 


heart free from fear, in hope 16 ſhew your ſelf the Agues which 


keep low this great Body; whe! eof your Majeſty is the Sound 


Head. Nor are we fed with bopes of Redreſs, by Imagination, 
4 hungry Men are with a painted Banquet, but by aſſurance, on 

a certain Knowledge, drawn both out of the Obſervation of your 
Majeſties fure-paſt Action:, and from ſome Books nom freſh in every 
Mans band; being (to uſe your Majeſties own Words q the Vive 
Ideas, or Repreſentations of the Mind: Whoſe Excellent whole- 


ſame Rules your 'Majeſty will never tranſereſs, having bound your 


Princely Son by . ſuch beauy Penalties, to obſerve them after you. 
Nor doth any Man wiſh, or good Man defire, that your Majeſty 
ſhould follom any other Counſels or Examples than your own, by 
- which jour Majefty is ſo nearly bound. 


To conclude therefore, What great C auſe have we to welcome to 


the Territories of Our Cities, Tour moſt Excellent Majeſty, who 10 


make us the glorious and happy Bead 0 this Iſland, haue by your 


firſt Entrance ng: us the Addition of another Kingdom, which 
War cou'd never ſubdue : And not only jo, but your Majeſite's up. 
right Government males us Partabers of that Felicity which Di. 


vine Plato apprehended, but never ſaw (4 Kingdom whoſe Ning 


7s 4 Philoſopher ) 4 Philoſopher being our King, Receive then, 
miſt gracious Soveraign, the Loyal Welcome which our City ſengeth 
out to meet your Majeſty ; Our City, wi ich for the long Trial of 
ber Loyalty, Obedience, and faithful Readineſs upon all Occafions, 
Tour Majeſty's Royal Progenitors have intitled with the Title of 
Their Chamber: Whoſe faithful Citizens with true and well. 
approved Hearts, humbly lay at your "Royal Feet their Goods and 
Lives; which they will Sacrifice for your Majzſties Service and 
Defence; with longing Eyes, deſiring to behold your Mijeſty, and 
to receive you within their Malls, whom they hate long ſince lodged 
in th:ir Hearts: Imploring Heaven that your Mijeſty's Perſon 
may be free from all ill Practicet, Tour Soul ſafe from Flattern; 
Tour Life Extenled to the poſſibility of Nature; and. that if not 
Tour Natural Life, yet Tour Royal Line may have one period with 
the . World : Tour Princely Off-ſpring fitting upon the Throne of 
' their Fathers for evermere. And we your Majeſty's faithful 
Servants ſurrendering into Tour Majefty's bands that Authcrity 
which we hold from Tou : Wiſhing mou our Hearts, That al 


aa may. purſue bis Poſterity thai but Conſpires Tow Majeſty's 
Hanger. * Ty KEE 


There 
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Kino JAMES the Firſt, - 307 
There are many things infinvated to King James in this 
Speech, as proper for him to do; which, as if it had been 
Hebrew, His Majeſty read backward, and practic'd the ber- 
fect Reverſe of: But there is o much fulſome flattery, and 
daubing in it alſd, that it is no wonder that an honeſt plain 
Scotſman, (that had not been us'd to ſuch flattering Expreſſions 
and loud Acclamations as he was all along the Country in his 
Paſſage from Scotland) ſhould prophetically ſay, This People 
will ſpoil 4 gude King. „ ; 
Atter the Speech was Ended, the King was Attended with 
eneral Applauſe and treated with Royal Entertainment at 
bis Enterance into the Charter-#oufe in London: Yet ominouſly 
attended wich a great Plague, of three thouſand dying in a 
Week in the City. This Union gave a grand Expectation 
of Tranquility to both Kingdoms : But it proved otherways. 
For after the Kings Acceſſion to the Crown, England inſenſibly 
abated in its Reputation and' Power Abroad. The King ma- 
king no other uſe of the Riches of this Nation, than to ſup- 
ply the wants of his needy Country-Men; who like ſo many 
Horſe-Leaches ſuck d the Exchequer dry: And then Honour 


and Offices were fet to Sale, to fill the Scots Purſes, and Empty 


the Kingdom's Treaſure; And this was the occaſion of that 
By-word then ſo common amenglſt us, That the Engliſh Exche- 
quer reach d from London to Edinburgh. But this was not 


ſufficient to gorge their inſatiable Wembs, and ſatisfie their 


Importunate Cravings; but many Monopolies likewiſe were 
Erected: Inſomuch that Sir Edward Payton affirms, that he 

himſelf reported Thirty two Patents in Decimo Oct avo Facobi. 
But to Survey this Reign a little more Methodically: The 
Reigns of Edward aud Richard the Second, were call'd the 
Reigns of Favourites, but certainly that of Fames the Firſt, 
might have been call'd ſo with much more reaſon: Thoſe Prin- 

ces had indeed Two or Three a- piece, (and both they and the 
Nation found enough of them) but King Fames had a Succeſ- 
ſion of Favourites throughout his whole Reign; Thoſe Princes 
were conftaut to theirs , but King Fames ſoon, grew weary of 
his, one Favorite daily juſtling out another. The firſt of this 
ſort was Sir George Hewm, a Scots-man; a kind of Favourite; 
tho' far ſhort of thoſe that came afterward with young Faces, 
and ſmooth Chins; but one that for his Wiſdom and Gravity 
had been in ſome Secfet Counſels with is Mafter, which created 
that dearneſs between them; and the chief of thoſe Secrets vas 
that of Gowries Conſpiracy, tho' that Nation gave little Cre- 
dit to the Story, but would ſpeak both flightly and deſpiteſully 
of it; and thoſe ſome of the wiſeſt of that Nation too: Nec 
there was a weekly Commemoration of it by the Tueſdays Ser- 
mons, and an Anniyerſary Feaſt, as great as poſſible, on the Fifth 
of Augu8, for the preſervation. Upon which Day, as Sir Fob# 
Runſey, after Earl of Holderneſs, for his good Service in that 
Preſervation, was the Ce” Gueſt. ſo did the Kigg hats 
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him any Boon he would ask that Day; but had ſuch limitations 


ſet to his asking, as made his Suit as unprofitable to him, as 


that which he ask d it for, was unſerviceable to the King; and 
indeed, did make the Engliſh as little believe the Story as the 
Scots themſelves did: And yet, to ſpeak the Truth, the good 
Gentleman did in that, as a Lyar often doth, by telling a Lye 
often, he believes it to be a very Truth : If the thing was true, 
King Fames was Ingrateful, and did too little for him; if it 
was not true, he was Profuſe, and did too much; for being an 


Earl, he was in very little eſteem, either with his Maſter, or 


with the better fort of Courtiers. This Sir George Hewms, 
(the Favourite I was ſpeaking of) being the only Man that was 
the Guider of the King, and his Affairs, all the wiſer Engliſh, 
at the Kings firſt Entrance, made their Addreffes unto him; 
among whom, one of the earlieſt was Sir Robert Cecil, a very 
wiſe Man, but hated. in England, by reaſon of the freih Bleeding 


of that Uaiverſally beloved Favourite of the People, the Earl 


of Eſſex; and for that was clouded alſo in the Kings Favour. 
He came to Tork, but lay cloſe, and was unſeen, or ſcarce. 


known to be jn the City, until he knew what Entertainment 


he ſhould have from the King; for he was in all Mens Opinion, 
ſo under the Hatches, as not ever to appear above-board again : 
(Nor did any of the Counter - Faction to Eſex, beſides himſelf, 
ever attain to the Kings Favour ) but thoſe Friends raiſed by 
his Wit and Purſe, did ſo co-operate, (of which Sir Roger 
Alon, that plain Man, was Principal, for which he loſt not his 
Labour ) that Sir George Hewms and Sir Robert Cecil, had many 
Secret Meetings, and did ſo comply, that Sir Robert Cecil, to 
the Admiration of all, did publickly appear, and came out of 
bis Chamber, like a Giant, to run his Race, for the Prize of 
Honour and Fortune; So that who in ſuch Dearneſs and Priva- 
cy with the King, as Sir Robert Cecil ? As if he had been his 


faithful Servant many Years before. And indeed, if ſome have 


gueſt right, there was a Correſpondence (tho very 3 
carry d on) between Cecil and the Court at Edinburgh, in 
Queen Elizabeths time: For he once took occaſion in the 
Queen's Preſence, to glance at the King of Scots as her Suc- 
ceſſor; which made her break into a Paſſion, ſaying, Was this 
imputcd #0 Eflex for 4 Crime, and is it leſs in you ? Nay, he 
was once like to be trapt in his Correſpondencies: For the 
Queen taking the Air upon Black-Heath, by Greenwich, a Poſt 
Summon d her to enquire from what Quarter his Bu ſineſs came; 
and hearing from Scotl and, She ſtaid Her Coach to receive the 
Packet: But Sir Robert Cecil, (then Secretary) and in the 


Coach with her, being fearful that ſome of his Conveyances 


might be diſcovered, having an active Wit, calls for a Knife 
ſuddenly to epen it, left put offs and delays might beget op 
tion ; and when he came to open it. he rold the Queen it look'd 


and {melt very ill-favour'dly ; coming out of many Nafty Budg- 


ets, and was fit to be open'd and air d before ſhe ſaw it; 2 — 
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reaſon meeting with her diſaffection to ill ſcents, hinder d her 
ſmelling out his underhand Contrivances. And therefore his 


Friends, Wit, or Wealth, did not raiſe him ſo much, as the ill 


Offices done by him to this Nation; in diſcovering to the King 
how to raiſe his Prerogative ſo above the Laws, that he might 
inſlave the Nation; which has been ſince of very dangerous 
Conſequence ; for he not only caus'd a whole Cart - load of Par- 
liament Prefidents, that were Evidences of the Subjects Liber- 
ty, to be burnt; but put him into a way of raiſing Two hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds, for making Two hundred Baronets; 
telling the King he ſhow'd find His Engliſh Subjects like Aſſes, 
on whom he might lay any Burthen; and ſhould need neither 
Bit nor Bridle, but their Aſſes Ears; and when the King ſaid, 
it wou'd diſcontent the generality of the Gentry ; Tuſh Sir, 
, reply'd he, Ton want the Money, that will do you good; the Honowr 
will do them very little: And by theſe courſes he rais'd himſelf, 
Friends, and Family, to Offices, Honours, and great Poſſeſſi- 
ons; yet as a juſt Puniſhment, he liv'd long enough to have 
loft all, had not Death prevented him between the Bath and 
Lndon ; for*the Duke of Burgeyn being then there, about the 


Overture of that unfortunate Match between the Palſgrave and 


the Lady Flizabert, had ſo done his Errand, and diſcover d his 
lugling, it is moſt certain he had been ftript of all at his 
Return; which he underſtanding, it is thought, from his Friends 
at Court, did Expedite his End; but he died opportunely 
to leave his Honour and his Eſtate, for his Poſterity; 
Tho' to leave a Mark of Ignominy of bimſelf by that He- 
rodian Diſeaſe, that for all his great Honours, Poſſeſſions, 
and ſtately Houſes, he found no Place but the top of a 
Mole-hill near #arleborough, to End his Miferable Life; ſo 
that it may be ſaid of him, and truly, he died of a moſt loath- 


ſome Diſcaſe; without Houſe, without Pity, and without the 


fayour of that Maſter that had rais'd him to ſo high an Eſtate. 
And yet he muſt have that right done him, That there hath 
not been any ſince his time, that equall'd him; to fulfil 
the Proverb, Seldom comes à Better, He had great Parts, was 
very wiſe, full of Honour. and Bounty; and a great Lover 
and Rewarder of Vertue and Able Parts in others, fo they did 


not Aſpire too high in Places, or look too Narrowly. into his 


The next that came in Favour on the Publick Theater, was 
Henry Howard, a younger Son of the Duke of Norfolk, and Lord 
Thomas Howard; the one afterward Earl of Northampton, the 
other Earl of Suffolk, Lord Chamberlain, and after Lord Trea- 
ſurer; who by Selisbury's Greatneſs with that Family, rather 
than by any Merit or Wiſdom in themſelves, raiſed many 

reat Families of his Children. Northampton, tha' a great 
Clerk, yet not a wiſe Man, but the groſſeſt Flatterer in the 
World; and as Salisbury. by his Wit, fo this by bis Flattery 
raiſed himſelf: Yet one great Motive to e that 
IIS | % ? are 
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Name of Howards, was the Duke of au 4-5 ſuffering for 
the Queen of Scots, the Kings Mother: Yet did Suffolk ſo far get 

the $:4rt of Northampton, that Northampton never after loved 
kim but from the Teeth outwards; only he had ſo much 
Diſcretion as not to fall to actual Enmity, to the overthrow 
of both, and the weakning their Faction; Suffolk. alſo uſing 
him with all Submiſſive reſpect, not for any love, but hope of 
gaining his great Eftate, and ſharing it amongſt his Children; 
but Northampron's diſtaſte was ſuch, by his Loſs of the Trea- 
iurer's Place, which he had with ſuch Aſſurance promiſed to 
himſelf in his Thoughts, that except what he gave to Mr. Hen- 


1 Howard, the reſt he gave to the Earl of Arundel; who by 


his Obſervance, but more eſpecially by giving Northampton all 
his Eftate if he never return d rom Travel, had wrought him- 


ſelf ſo far into bis Affection, that he doted cn him. 


And now the Reader muſt obſerve that Salisbury having 
been advanc'd as has been already mention'd, ſhook off all 
that were great with him, and of his Faction in Queen 
Eliz beth's Days; as, Sir Malter Raleigh, Sir George Carew, 
the Lord Grey, aud the Lord Cobbam: The, three firſt of 
theſe were as able Men as any the World had; th: laſt but 
one degree from a Fool; yet ſerv'd their Turns better than 
a wiſer Man, by his greatneſs with the Queen; for they 
would put him on any thing, and make him tell any Lye 
with as great Confidence as a-Truth : Three of theſe were 


- utterly ruin d, as we ſhall ſee by and by; the fourth, Sir 


George Carew being a very wiſe Man, contented himſelt -with a 
mean place, that was worthy of a much greater; and altho 
very Active formerly, called to mind that known Saying, 
Feltx quem facient aliena pertcula Cautum; and therefore 
medled with no State Buſineſs; for he ſaw a better head- 


Piece than his own, Sir Walter Raleigh's, ſit tottering, and 
afterwards fell off, which made Sir George think it was good 


ſleeping in a whole Skin: But becauſe Sir Walter Raleigh was 
condemn'd for Treaſon, with Gray and Cobbam, &c. and yet 
none can tell what the Treaſon was; I will Endeavour (once 
for all,) to give the Reader the beft Account of it 1 


* 


. 


This Conſpiracy was as great a Myſtery as that of Gowrys 
In Scotland; made of ſo ſtrange a hodg - podg of Perſons of 
different Intereſts, that it is a wonder they ſhow'd ever a- 
gree in one Deſign: For ſome of them were Papiſts, as 
Watſon and Clark, who were Prieſts, and Parbam a Gentle- 
man; ſonie Preteſtants, as the Lord Cobham, George Brook 


his Brother, and Sir Valter Raleigh, and dne a Puritan, the 


Lord Grey of Wiiton, a very hopeful Gentleman: 'Theſe were 
certainly a ſtrange Medley to meet in one and the ſame Trea- 
ſon. The * of the Deſign was ſaid to be to ſet up 
the Lady Arabela, (a Branch Sprung from the ſame Stem 
by another Line) and to alter Religion and 3 
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(But why ſhould the Proteſtants go about to alter Religion?) 


Diſpoſing already to themſelves the Principal Places of Ho- 
nour and Profit: The Lord Grey was to get leave to tran- 
ſport 2000 Men into Holland, with whom he was to ſeize 
upon the King and the Prince: Sir Walter Raleigh was to 
treat with Count Aremberg for procuring Moneys, and 
Cobham was to go to the Arch Duke, and the King of 
Spain, to procure their Aſſiſtance: Which is all a very un- 
likely piece of Buſineſs. A 1 

The truth is, moſt of theſe were diſcontented to ſee Salis- 
bury, their old Friend, ſo high, and now to trample. on 
thoſe that had been his chief Supporters (and being ever 


of his Faction) now neglected and condemned: It was 


therefore moſt lkely ro bs. a Trick of State, to overthrow 
ſome, and diſable others, knowing their ſtrong Abilities 


might otherwiſe live to overthrow Salisbury; for they were 


intimate in all his Secret Counſels for the ruine of Eſſex ; 
eſpecially Raleigh, Gray and. Cobham : For tho' the latter 
was little better than a fool, yet he had been very ule- 
ful to them (as the Tool in the hand of the Workman. ) 
To have ſingled out theſe, without ſome Prieſts, u hich were 


Traytors by the Law, had ſmelt too rank, and been too plain 


a Trick of State, Now Salisbury in this had à double Bene- 
fit; Firſt, in getting rid of ſuch as he feared wou d have 
been Thorns in his ſides; and ſecondly, by endearigg him - 


ſelf to the King, by ſhewing his Diligence and Vigilancy 


for his Safety; ſo that it might be aid of him, as of 
Caeſar. in another Caſe, ( Inveaiam aut faciam). 1 will either 
find out a Treaſon, or make one. And this, might have 
paſt for a piece of Court-Policy , and done well enough, 
had the Deſign been only to Diſgrace; but when it reach d 


to the taking away of Life, the Jeſt was carried on too 


far; and how ſuch a Piece of Court-Policy cou'd' ſtand 
with Religion, I am afraid Cecil has too well underſtood 
long ago. And this Plot (as near as. J can tell you,) and 
I have made it my Buſineſs to ſearch into the botom of 


it, and I dare ſay, from the Private Manuſcripts and o- 
ther Papers that I have Examin'd, that I have as :thorow 


an underſtanding of it as ever any Man had) was, That 
all theſe in a diſcontented humour, had by #tſon and 
Clark, being Confeſſors, dealt with Count Areraberg, the 
Arch- Dukes Ambaſſador, to negotiate with the Arch Duke, 
to raiſe an Army, and invade Exgland, and they wou d 


raiſe another of . and Male-Contents to joyn em: 


For you muſt underſtand that the King was believed to be 
an Errant Puritan, ( c4jus contrarium verum eſt, as the Hamp- 
ton · Court Conference ſufficiently manifeſted.) Now how like - 


ly this Plot was, let the World judge: That the King of 
Spain, who had bought Peace at ſo dear a rate, and found 


it ſo adyantagious to him, by. the lamentable Etperience 


312 The True Secret Hiſtory of _ 55 
he had formerly in the Wars with this formidable Nation, 
ſhould ſeek to break it ſo ſoon: And the truth is, had it 

been a real Treaſon, the State had been bound to have 
rewarded theſe Traitors, as the beſt piece of Service done 


in England, all this Kings Reign; For it was indeed thoſe 


that made the Peace, not thoſe that Endeavour'd to break 
it, that were the Traytors, and are to be. curſed by all Po- 
Nerity. © Yet this fooliſh Plot ſerv'd well enough to take 
fome Blocks out of the way, that might otherwiſe after- 


wards have made ſome of them ſtumble, to the breaking 


of their own Necks. ip | 
They were all arraigned of Treaſon at Wincheſter, whi- 


ther the King ſent ſome, Secretly to obſerve all Paſlages ; 


| wa whoſe _true and faithful Relations of the Innocency of 
Perſons Arraigned, and the flight Proofs upon which 
they were condemned, the King would not be drawn to 
ſign any Warrant for the Execution of Raleigh, Cobham, and 
Grey; and very hardly for any of the reſt, the two Prieſts 
excepted, For Kaleigh's Defence, it was ſo brave and juſt, 
that (had he not wilfully caſt himſelf, out of very weari- 
neſs, as unwilling to detain the Company longer) no Jury 
could ever have caſt him: All the Evidence brought againſt 
bim, was Cybham's Accuſation; which he only. defir'd might 
appear (Viva Voce) and he would yield, without further 
Defence; but they knew well enough that Cobham would 
not, nor could not accuſe him: having been tamper'd with 
by Wade, then Lieutenant of the Tower, and Salisbury's great 
Creature, Wade deſir d it under his hand, but that he alſo 
refuſed; at laſt Wade got a' Trick by his Cunning to 
over - reach Cobham, who was but a weak Man; for Wads 
getting Cobbam to write his Name on a Blank Paper, 
"Wade took it up, and no queſtion writ the Accuſation above 


it, as in the Sequel will further appear. For Saligbuy 


urging Raleigh often, if Cobham had accuſed him under his 
hand, would he then yield? Raleigh reply'd he knew Cob- 
bam weak of judgment, and did not know how that Weak- 
neſs might be wrought upon; but was confident that he 
wou'd not to his Face accuſe him, and therefore wou'd 
not put his Fortune and all on that; on which Fence he 
ſtood till Nine at Night. At laſt his Fate carry'd it a- 


8 his Reaſon, and he yielded upon the Producing of 


his hand, which was inſtantiy pull'd out, and was indeed ; 


his hand, but not his Act nor Deed ; So at that preſent 
was George Brook, Watſon and Clark, Executed; Parbam 
quitted, and Sir Walter Raleigh executed many years after 


for the ſame Treaſon; as much againft all reaſon, as all 


or any Precedent ; yea, after be had been 4 General by the 

Kings Commiſſion; and had by that Power of the Lives 
- of many others; utterly againſt the Civil Law; which 
Laich, Re that hath Power of the Lives of others, ought 


— 
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ful at that time in the Engliſh Court, as that Faction could 


command the Life of any Man that might prove dange- 


rous to their Deſigns... Grey and Cobham died in their Re- 
ſtraint, the one much pitied, the other ſcorned 3 and his 
Death as baſe, ſor he died louſie for want of Apparel and 
Linnen; and had ftarved, had not a Trencher-fcraper, ſome- 


time his Servant in Court, relieved him with ſcraps, in 


whoſe . Houſe he died; being ſo poor a Houſe, as he was 
forc'd to creep up a Ladder into a little Hole, to his Cham- 
ber; which was a ſtrange , Judgment, and unpreſidented, 
that a Man of Seven thouſand pound per annum, and of a. 
Perſonal Eſtate of Thirty Thouſand pounds (of all which the 
King was cheated of what ſhould have Eſcheated to him) that 
he could not give him any Maintenance, as in all Caſes 
the King doth, unleſs out of his own Revenue of the Crown, 
which was the occaſion: of this Lord's Want. Ken, 
And now, before I leave this matter, I will demonſtrate 
to the Reader that the Great Sir Waltor Raleigh had his 
Life taken ſurreptitiouſly away, by the following true 
S REN 4s 8 I 
2 — Anne being in a. deſperate Diſeaſe, and as was 
believed incurable, - the Phyſitians having proceeded ſo far, 
that they were come to a Ne plus ultra, Sir Walter Ra- 


| leigh, being by his long Study an Admicable Chymiſt, under- 


took and performed the Cure; for which he would re- 
ceive no other Reward, but that her Majeſty wow'd pro- 
cure that certain Lords might be ſent. to Examine Cobham, 


| Whether he had accuſed Sir Walter Raleigh of Treaſon, at 


any. time under his hand? The King at the Queens Re- 


queſt (and in Juſtice he cou'd do no leſs) ſends {ix of the Coun- 
cil, which as I take it, were the Duke of Lenox, Salisbury, Wor- 
teſter, Suffolk, Sir George Carew, and Sir, Fulius Cæſar; to 


demand of Cobham, whether he had nat under his handac- 


cuſed Sir Walter Raleigh upon that Treaſon he was Arraigned 


for? Cobham did proteſt never, nor cou'd he: But, ſaid 
he, That Villian #7ade did often ſolicit me; and not pre- 
vailing, zot me by a Trick, to write my Name upon a 
piece of White Paper, which I thinking nothing, did; ſo 


that if any Charge came under my hand, it was forged by 


that Villain Wade, by writing ſomething. above. my hand, 
without my Conlent or Knowledge. Theſe ſix Lords return- 
ing to the King, made Salisbury their Spokeſman; who ſaid, 
Sir, My Lord Cobham hath made good all that ever he wrote, 
or ſaid; and fo came off by an Equivocation; for it 


was true, he made good whatever he writ, . but he never 
writ any thing to accuſe Raleigh: By which the Reader may 
fee the Baſenels of theſe Lords; the Credulity of the King; 


and the Rujne of Sir Walrer Raleigh, I appeal now to all the 


— 


World, Whether thofe Six Lords were not his Immediate 


Mur- 


. 
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a Sad Account for it. And thus I have given a true Re. 
lation of the Treaſon and Traytors, with all the Winding, 
and Turnings in it, and all Paſſages appertaining to it: By 
which may be ſeen the Slavery theſe great Men were kept 
in by Jalisbum; that none durſt teſtifie ſuch a Truth; the 
not teſtifying whereof, tis to be fear'd, has conſign d em 
to Eternal Ruine. ba e 
Having thus ſhew'd you how Sir Valter Raleigh was chea. 
ted out of his Life by the Artifice of Salisbury, I will now 
relate that which was made the occation of his Death, than 
which, nothing cou'd be more barbarouſſy done of the King; 
to whom it was that the Miſcarriage of his Weſt. India En. 
terprize was principally Owing... Sir Walter, after fourteen 

ears Impriſonment, during which time he had oblig'd the 
World with one of the beſt Hiſtories that was ever written, 


obtain'd his. Liberty: And was ſent with an Ample Com- 


miſſion (which was judg'd by our beft Lawyers Equivalent to a 
Pardon ) to diſcover and take poſſeſſion of New Countries 
and Mines in in America: One Captain Xęmiſb an old Sea- 
man and Servant of his, having ſhewed him a piece of Oar 


in the Tower of a golden Complexion (which was a glitter- 


ing Temptation to begin that Work) affuring him he cou'd 
bring him to a Mine in Guiana of the ſame Metal: Which 
gave riſe to this Enterprize. 8 
But whilft he was getting ready his Ships for this Voyage, 
the King commanded him to give him a Plan of his Deſign, 
* -and of the Place he was to Land at; and to ſet down under 
his hand beſides, the Number of his Men, the Burthen of his 


Ships, and what Ordinance every Ship carried: This provd 


the Ruine of his Enterprize: For before he cou'd get ready 
to ſail from England, the Court at Madrid had a Copr of it; 
which Sir Walter Raleigh found, to his ſad Experience, was 


gotten to America before him, and had thereby Enabled the 


Spaniard to baffle the Attempt. Therefore that | of the Poet 50M 
good Counſel: | SRI Ie eee 


. ( Clofe in thy Breſt Safe lock up thy intent; 


And cou'd Sir Walter have follow'd it, we had had a better 
Account of the Mines in Guiana; but Gondemar the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador, had got ſuch a might Aſcendant over King 
Fames, that he cou d keep nothing from him. But that the 


King ſhou'd betray his Deſign by giving his Enemies an Ac. 


count of it; and then at his coming home put him to Death 
for not Succeeeding in it, is ſuch a Piece of Treathery and 
- Baſeneſs, that no mg before was ever guilty of, nor no other 

Age could ever parallel, Sir Walter upon -the Miſcarriage of 
the Deſign coming home again, and putting in ar Plimouth, 


' Murtherers ? And no queſtion but they have been called to 
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was no ſooner aſhoxe, but he bad private Intimation given 
him of what wou d be the iſſue of his Voyage; and therefore at- 
tempted an Efcape from thence in a Bark of &ochel; but 
being apprehended; by Sir Lewis Stukely his Kinſman, ( fo un- 
natural and Servile was his Spirit) he was brought to Lon- 
don, and re- committed ro the Tower, : 

Gondemar made loud Complaints againſt him to the King, 
for what he had done in Amer ica; and look'd upon Sir Walter- 
Raleigh as a Man that had not only high Abilities, but Ani. 
molity enough to do his Maſter Milchiet (being one of thoſe 
Scourges which that old Virago (as he us d to call Queen 
Elizabeth.) uſed to Chaſtiſe the Spamards with ) and baving 
now gotten him into the Trap, laid his Baits about the King. 
There is a ftrange Virtue in this Spirit of So“? The Intenſeneis 
makes Men firm, the Ductileneſs brings them to be active: 
french Luidores were not then ſo pure nor ſo piercing as 
Spaniſh Piſtoles: Auri Sacra Fames ! quid non mortalia Pectora 
cogis, The King that lov'd his Peace, was incens'd by them 
that lov'd their Profit: And Sir Walter muſt lay down the 
Price of his Life upon the old Reckoning. He was not 
inſenſible of his own Danger, after his re- commitment, and 
therefore that he might obviate the Cries of the Spzniſp 
Ambaſſador, ſet things in a true Light, and clear his own In- 
nocence, he writ the following Letter to the King, which T 
have tranſcribd from an Original Manuſcript ; and which 
wou d have latisfy d any one but ſuch a Pufillanimous King as 
King Fames; who hated a Man that was Learned, becauſe 
he look d upon him as an Encroacher upon what he wou'd 
be thought to have -monopoliz'd himſelf; and a Man of 
Valour,g becauſe he thought ſuch a one reproachd his own 


Sir Walter Raleigh's Letter to King F AMES, at 
His Return from Guiana. 

Arx it Pleaſe Your moſt Excellent Majeſty: If in my Jour- 
M ney outwards bound, I had my Men Murthered at the Iſland, 

and yet ſpared to ate Revenge; if I did difcharge ſume Spa- 
niſh Barks taken, without Spoil; if 1 forbore all Parts of the Spa 
niſh Indies, wherein I might have taken Twenty of their Towns on 
the Sea Coaſts, and did only follow the Enter pride I undertook for 
Guiana, where without am direct ions from me, a Spaniſh Village 
was burnt, which was new ſet up within Three miles of the Mine. 
By Tour, Majeflies Favour, I find no Reaſon Vhy the Spaniſh Em- 


 baſador ſhould complain of me, If it were lawful fur the Spaniards 


10 murpher Twenty Six Engliſh Men Tying them Back to Back, and 
then cutting their Throats, when they had Traded with them 4 
whole Month, and came to them, on the Land, without ſo much as 
ome Sword, and that it may not be Lauſul for Tow Majeſtys - 

| ; hs n ee 
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jet: being charged firſt by them, to repel force with force, we 
Then juſtly ſay, O Miſerable'En 4; eV OY fo 5 719 
Parker and Metham took Compeach and other Places in the 
Hondura's, Seated in the beart of the, Spaniſh Indies, burnt Towng 
aud killed the Spaniards, and bad nothing ſaid unto them at thei, 
Return, and my Self forbore to lock into the Indies, becauſe 7 
would not offend, I may as juftly ſay, O Miſerable Walter Ra. 
leigh! 1 bave ſpent my pow Ekate, loſt my Sm, Suffered 
by Sickneſs and orberwiſe, 4 World of Miſerizs; If I bave re. 
Fed; with the manifeft hazard of my Life the Robberies and the 
Spoiles with which my Companions would have made me Rich; if 
when I was powerful, I woul.l bave made my ſelf Rich; If when | 
had gotten my Liberty, which all Men, and Nature it felf, do much 
prize, I voluntarily loſt it; if when I was ſure of my Life, I rey. 
dred it 2gain; if I might clſe-where have Sail d my Ships ant 
Goods and put 5 or 60co l. in my Purſe, and yet brought them in. 
zo England; I do beſeech Tour Majeſty to believe, that all this | 
have done, becauſe it ſhould not be ſaid unto Your Majeſty, That 
Tour Majeſly had given Liberty and Truft to a Man whoſe End wi; 
but the recovery of his Liberty, and who had betray d Your Mz 
Jeſty's Truſt, My Mutineers told me that if I returned for Eng. 
land, I ſhould be Undone : But I believed in Tour Majeſty's Goo. 
eſs, more than in all their Arguments. Sure I am, that I am the 
firſt that being free and able to enrich my Self, yet bath imbra. 
ced Poverty and Peril; and as ſure T am that my Example ſhal 
maße me the laſt. But Your Majefly's Wiſdim and Goodnefs | 
bave made my Fudges, who bave ever been, and ſhall ever be, | 


Your MATESY's 
- Moſt Humble Vaſjal, 


Walter Raleigh. 


Tho this Letter contains ſolid Reaſoning, and is both very 

Pathetical and Aﬀetting ; yet King Fames was like the deat 
Adder, who would not hear the Voice of the Charmer, tho he 
charm'd never ſo wiſely. And therefore in Michaelmas Term, 
1618, he was brought to the Kings Bench Bar, at Weſtminſter, 
where the Records of his Arraignment at Wincheſter were 
opened, and he demanded why Execution ſhould not be done 
upon him, according to the Judgment therein pronounced 
againft him? To which in way of Anſwer, he began to juſtifie 
bimſelf in the Proceedings of the late Voyage. But the Lord 
chief Juſtice wiſh'd him to ſpare that Trouble; for there was 
no other matter in queſtion but the former e nas ; which 
the K ing would have Execyted upon him, for ſome Reaſons 
beſt known to himſelf, unleſs he could ſhew good Cauſe 
to the Contrary. Sir Valter anſwer d, That he was told by 
his Counſel, that Judgment was Void, by the 22 


a 
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His Majeſty was pleaſed to give him ſince under the Great Seal 
of England, for his laſt Employment, which did give him a New 
Vigour and Life for that Service. TheLord Chief Juſtice reply'd, 
That he was deceiv'd,-and that the Opinion of the Court was 
to the Contrary. Sir Malter ſaid his Commiſſion was directed. 
Dilecto & Fideli meo Waltero Raleigh, Militi; and that he could 
not be a Traytor, and the Kings Beloved and Faithful Servant, 
at one and the ſame time. But the Court anſwer'd, That Trea- 
ſon could not be pardon'd by Implication, but by expreſs 
Words. Sir Walter ſeeing all his Pleas over-rul'd, and that the 
King was reſolv'd he ſhou'd dye, only defir'd that ſome reaſon- 


able time might be allowed him to prepare for death: But it 


was anſwer'd, that the time appointed was the next Morning; 
and it was not to be doubted but he had prepar'd himſelf for 
Death long ſince. Sir Walter finding, that in this reſpe& alſo 
the matter was determin'd, acquieſc'd in the Pleaſure of the 
Court, and ſo was convey'd to the Gate-bouſe ; and the next 
Morning, being brought upon the Scaffold, ( erected for that 
Purpoſe in the Pallace-Vard) and having a Fit of the Ague 
upon him, he felt upon the Ax, and ſaid ſmiling, This is 4 
ſharp Medicine, but it will, infallibly cure me of all Diſeaſes ;, and 
ſo it did, being beheaded while the Ague-Fit was upon him. 
He had in the Outward Man a good Preſence, in a handſome 
and we!l-compaQted Perſon ; a ftrong Natural Wit, and a bet - 
ter Judgment; for he had a general Learning, which by Dili- 
gence and Experience, ( thoſe two great Tutors) being now 
Threeſcore Years of Age, was augmented. to a great Perfe- 


Ttion, by being an indefatigable Reader, and having a very 


retentive Memory. And at the laſt Scene of his Life, when 
Death was moſt immediately preſepted to his View, he look d 
upon it without Affright ment; ſtriving to vindicate his Actions 
by taking off that Veil which falie Reports had caſt upon 
them, (elpecially the Imputation of his glorying and rejoy- 
cing in the Death of the late Earl of Eſex, which had ſtuck 
ſo. many Years in his Breaft; and this new Miſcarriage of Ke- 
miſb's, of a later Date, imputed to him.) For having prepa- 
red himſelf privately for Heaven, clearing his Accounts with 
G OD, before he came to the Scaffold ; he publickly at laſt 
reckon'd with Man, being to quit-all Scores, and ſo made an 
end. The Night before he dy'd, he ſent the following Letter 
8 his Wife, by which the Reader may ſee the Temper of his 
pi rit. > | . 


Sir Malter Raleig ls Laſt Letter to his Wife. 


Vo v ſhall receive my Dear Wife, my laſt Nds in theſe laſt 

Lines: My Love, I ſend you, that you may keep when I am 

Dead; my Counſel, that you may Remember when I am md more: 

1 would not ith my Will preſent you Sorrows, (Dear Bebs, ) let 
; N 8 1 them 
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them go to the Grave with me, and be buried in the Duſt ; and ſceitg 
that it is nt the Will of GO P, that I ſhall ſee you any more; bear 
my DeſiruFion patiently, and with an Heart like your Self. Firſt, 
T ſend you all the thanks which my Heart can conceive, or any 
words expreſs, for your many Travels and Cares for me ; which though 
they have not taken effect as you wiſhed yet my Debt to yours not 
th: leaſt 3 but pay it I never ſhall in this World. Secondly, ] beſeech 
you for the Love you bore me living, that you do not bide jour ſelf 
many days, but by your Travels ſeek to help the miſerable Fortune, 
And the Rigbtof joy poor Child: Tour mourning cannot | auail me 
that am bur Duſt. Thirdly, you ſhall underſtand, that 'my Lands 
were conveyed' ( bona fide) 10 my Child; the Writings were 
| drawn at Midſomer was Twelve Months, as divers can witneſs; 
and I truſt, my Blood will quznch their Malice who deſire my 
Slaughter; and that they will not ſeek alſo to kill you and yours 
with extream Poverty : To what Friend to direct you, I know vot; 
for all mine bave left me in the true time of Trial; moſt ſorry am 1, 
that being thus ſurpriſed by Death, 1 can leave you no better Eſtate; 
GOD hath prevemed all my Determinations, That Great GOD, 
which worketb. All in All; and if you can live free from want, care 
for no more; for the reſt is but Vanity; Love G OD, and begin 
betimes; in him, you ſhall find True, Everlaſting, and Endleſs Com- 


fort: When you have travelled ard wearied your ſelf with all ſorts of 


worldly Copitations, you ſhall fit down by ſorrow in the End, Teach 
my Son alſo to ſerve ani fear G O D whiltt be is young, that the fear 
of GO D may grow up in him. Then will GOD be an HBusband 
to vou, and a Father to bim, and a Husband and 4 Father that can 
never be taken from you. Bale oweth me 1000 l. and Arian 600 l. 
In Jernſey alſo 1 have much owing me. Dear Wife, I beſeech yu 
for my Souls ſake, Pay all Pow Men when T am Dead, no doubt you 
Nl all be much jought unto, for the World thinks I was very Rich. 
Have a cave of the fair pretences of Men, for no greater Miſery can 
befal you in this Life, than to become a prey unto the World, and 
after to be deſpiſed, Tſp:ah (GO D knows ) not 10 diſſwade you 
from Mariage, for it will be beſt for you both in reſpect of GOD and 
the World, As for me, I am no more Yours, wr you Mine; 
Death hath cut us in ſunder, ard GO D hath divided me from the 
World, and you from me. Kemember your poor Child, for his Fathers 
ſake, who loved you in his happieſt Eſtate. I ſued for my Life; But 
(GO D knows ) it was for you and yours, that I lefoed it, For 


» know it, (my Dear Wife) your Son is the Child of 4 Irue Man, 


who (in his own reſpect) defpifeth Death, and his miſhapen and 
uily Fortunes, I cannot write much, GOD knowes kow hardly I 
ſtealthis time when all ſleep. And is is alſo time to ſeparate my 
thoughts from the World, Beg my Dead Body, which living was 
denied vou; and either lay it in Sherbourn, or in Exeter Church, by 
my Father and Mother : I can ſay no mwe, Time and Death call 
me away, The Everlaſting G 0 D, Powerful, Infinite, und Inſcru- 
table, GOD Almighty, who is Goodneſs it ſelf; the True Lich 
aud Life, heet you and yours, and have mercy upon me, and for give 


* 


my 


their Intentions : For, if there be either Honour, Religion, or 


( 
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my Proſecutors and falſe Accuſers, and ſend us to meet in His Glo. 
rious Kingdom. My Dear Wife farewel. Bleſs my Boy, pray for me, 
and let my True GO D hold you both in bis Arms, 


Walter Raleigh. 


That Sir Walter Raleigh was beheaded upon the Judgment 
paſy'd upon him at Wincheſter, has been ſufficientiy declar d 
already: But if the Reader will know the True and Secret 
Cauſe of his Death, the following Paſſage will plainly inform 
him; which 1 have tranſcribed out of a Letter written by a 
great Minifter of State to Mr. Cottington, his Majefty's Agent 
then in Spain. It ſeems there had been ſome Sul picions, that 5 
the Spaniards were not ſincere in the Buſineſs of the Match; 
this Letter therefore is to ĩaſtruct Cottington how to carry him 
ſelf, ſo as to preſs t he Buſineſs forward. It begins thus: 


« Good Mr. Cottington, I doubt not but before theſe come to 
« your Hands, you will have heard of the Receipt of all your former 
Jetters: Theſe, are in Anſwer of your laſt, of the Eighth of 
© Other, wherein--you advertiſe of the Am ival of the Conde © 
“ Gundomar ar Lerma, and of his Entertainment by that Duke: 
«Jr ſeemeth unto us bere tn England, that he bath gone but very 
6. ſlowly in his Journey; and divers ( ſeeing how lonp time be bath 
« ſpent in the way) do make Conj-Aure that it proceedeth from the 
« mall Affection 1hat he judgetb to be there, towards the effefting 
© of the main Buſineſs ; ſ.ying, If the Ambaſſador were aſſured 
« that his\Mafler did ſo really deßre the ſpeedy effecting 
* thereof, as is pretended, he would have made more Haſte. 
« Homeward ; and that it hath not been ſincerely intended, 
« but meerly uſed by that State, as an Amuzement to enter- 
< tain and bufie his Majeſty withal, and for the gaining of 
“Time for their own Ends: And this is muttered bere by very 
mam. But I hope we ſhall ere long receive ſuch an Account from 
© thence, of their Proceedings, as will give ſufficient Satisfaction. 
For my own part, I muſt confeſs, 1 am not yet well perſwaded of 


% Moral Honeſty in them, the Proteſtations and Profeſſions which I 
« have ſo often beard them make, and you likewiſe, daily advertiſe 
„ hither, are ſufficiem to ferſwade a Man that will not judge 
„ them worſe than Infidels, to expect ſincere Dealing in ibe Bufneſs: 
And whenſoever 1 ſhall perceive that they go about to do other- 
„ ways, I muſt confeſs my ſelf to have keen deceiv'd, as 1 ſhall 
ever be on the like Terms, where I deal with the utmoſt Care; | 
but withal, I ſhall judge them the moſt unworthy and per fidions ' 
Feople of the World ; and the mere, for that His Majeſty bath "> 


„ given them ſo many Teſtimonies of bis ſincere Intentions towards 1 


them, which he-daily continueth; as now of late, by the cau- 
* {ing Sir Walter Ruleigb to be put to Death, c ie fly for the 
. m7 OY i us 
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* giving them Satisfaction ;_whereof His Majeſty commanded m 


* #0 advereiſe jou; and concerning whom, yon ſhall hy the next re. 


*"cerve 4 Declaration, ſbewing the Motives: which induced His 
 *© Majeſty to recall his Mercy, through which he had lived this many 
* Tears à condemn'd Man, In the mean time, I tbink it fit, that 
<< +0 the Duke of Lerma, the Confeſſor, and the Secretary af State, 
* you do repreſent His Mtjeſty's real manner of Proceedings with 
* .zhat King and State; and bow for the advancing of the great 


"© Buſineſs, be hath Endeavour d to fatisfie them in all. thing; 
letting them ſee hom in many Adlions of late, of tbat nature, his. 
% Majeſty bath ſtrained upon the Affectiont of his People; and E. 
* ſhectally in this laſt, concerning Sir Walter Raleigh, who died 


© with a great deal of Courage and Conftancy 5 and at his Death, 
moved the adam of People to much remorſe, who all attribu- 
«ted bis Death to the defire His Majeſty bad to ſatisfy Spain. Fur- 
I tber, you may let em know bow able 4 Man Sir Walter Raleigh 
* was, if be ſhould have been pleaſed to imploy him; yet to give 
*-them content, he hath not ſpared him; when by preſerving 
him he might bave given great Sati faction to His Subjects, and 
© bad at Command upon all occaſions as uſeful a Man 4s ſerved any 
t Prince in Chriſtendom, ME | 


This Letter to Cottzngzon (ets Raleigh's Death in a true. 


Light; and ſhews at the ſame time that they were not igno- 
rant of his Worth and Ahilities; which the Court of Spain 
muſt alſo have been equally ſenſible of; or otherwiſe they 
wovld never have thought his Death ſuch a piece of Service 
to'em ; as to have been ure'd by Cottington a Motive for tbe 
Advancing of the great Bufineſs. Which great Buſineſs was the 


making a Match between the Infants. of Spain, and Prince 
Charles ; which yet nevet came to any thing, as ſhall be ſheẽ]n 


hereaſter. | | 5 
Having done with Sir Valter Raleigh, I ſhall now look back, 


and take a View of ſome of King James his Favourites; 


and of theſe, Mr. Robert Carr was one of the moſt Eminent, 
both for his Riſe and Fall, the firſt as Undeſerved, as the laſt 
was Juſt. , i 


This Mr. Carr was 2 Man of mean Parentage, inhabiting in 


a Village near Edinburgh. in Scotland, and there through the 
Favqur of Friends, was perferred to be one of his Majeſty's 
Pages; for he kept Twelve ſo long as he was in Scotland, 


according to the Cuſtom of the French: Afterwards, at his 
coming into England, the Council thought it much more ho- 
| nourable, to have ſv many Foot-men to run with his Ma- 


jeſty, as Queen Elizabeth had before him. Whereupon theſe 
Youths had Cloaths put to their Backs, according to their 
Places, and Fifty Pound a piece put in their Purſes, and ſo 


were diſmiſſed the Court. This Youth amongſt the reft, 


having thus loſt his Fortunes, to repair them again, makes haſte 


into France, and there continued till he had ſpent all his 


Money. So that now being bare, in a ſtrange Countrey, 
e ; with» 
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" Vithout Friends, or hopes to obtain his Expectations, returns 
back for England, bringing nothing with him but a few French 
Faſhions, and the Language. In this Condition, by the help 
] of ſome of his Countrey«men and old Acquaintance, he was- 
ferrd to be a Page to my Lord Hayes, a Scotch-man, 


©, and a Favourite of the Kings. Not long after, his Lord (a- 
ith mongſt many other) was appointed to perform a Tilting 5 
At W who bearing an Affection for Carr, as being not only his 
3 cCountry-Man, but one of a bold Diſpoſition, and a very 
— ſmooth- fac d handſom young Man, having a Courtly preſence, 


E., he prefers him to carry his Device to the King, according to 

| p : . 5 

ied the Cuſtoms uſed in thoſe Paſtimes: But as he was going to 

E alight from his Horſe, to perform his Office, his Horſe ftarts 

bu. Wl Back, throws him down,and breaks his Leg. nis Accident being 

no leſs ſtrange than ſudden, cauſed the King to demand who 

ll it vas? And being told his Name was Carr, and remem- 

| bring that he had ſuch a Page, he caus'd him to be had into the 

the Court, and taken particular Care of; and the Triumph 

was ben ended, but the King went inſtantly to Viſit 

him; and y his daily viſiting him, mourning over him; | 

and taking all the Care imaginable for his ſpeedy Recovery, 

the Day-break of his Glory began to appear, and every Cour- 

tier -now concluded him actually a Favourite. Which was no 

ſooner diſcernd, but the great Men flock'd to ſee him, and to 

offer to his Shrine in ſuch abundance, that theKing was forc'd to 

lay a Reftraint, leſt it might retard his Recovery, by ſpending. 

his Spirits; ro facilitate the Cure, care was taken for a Choice 

Diet for himſelf and Chyrurgions, with his Attendants ; and he 

was no ſooner recovered but a Proclaimed Favourite: And 

no Suit, no Grant, no Petition, no Letter, but Mr. Carr muſt 

have a hand in it: So that great Rewards are beftow'd upon 

him by Suitors, and large Sums of Money by his Majeſty; by 

which means his Wealth increas'd with his Favour, and with | 

both, Honour : For he was not only Knighted, but made Gen- 2 9 

tleman of the Bedchamber. . REL = 
About this time Cecil fell into a dangerous Sickneſs, and 

through the t:xtremity of the Malady dies; not without ſu- 

ſpicion of Poyſon ; others ſay of a ſecret Diſeaſe; ſome na- 

turally; and others, not without the Privity of our New Fa- 

yourite Sir Robert Carr; for which they aſſign this Reaſon: 

The King having given Sir Robert Carr 20000 J. to be paid by 

the Lord Treaſurer, Sir Robert was denied it; upon which 

denial there grew. ſome difference between em: The King be- : 

ing made privy to it after this manner: Sali-bury having told 

out 5000 J. laid it in a paſſage in the Gallery in ſeveral heaps z 

and then invites the King to Breakfaſt, bringing him through 

the Gallery; The King demands whoſe that Money was? An- 

{wer was made by the Lord Treaſurer, That it was the fourth 

part of that which his Majefty had given Sir Robert Carr: The 

Kingadmiring at ſo great a Sum 5 that fourth part * * 
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pty'd, By my | Saul, but if it be fo much, 4 fourth part ſball een 
ſerve hss turn, and pray let him baue no more; for ibis is 4 great 
Gift. Sir Robert being thus croſs d in his Expectations, cou d 


never afterwards abide the Treaſurer; from wheace the afore. 


ſaid ſuſpicion aroſe. E | 

Upon Cecii's Death, one Mr. Overbury ( ſometimes a Student 
of the Law inthe middle Temple) was newly arriv'd out 
of France, and was Entertain'd into the favour of Sir Robert 
Carr, whether this proceeded from any Love towards him, or 


to the intent to make uſe of him, is uncertain ; but certain 


it is he put him in truſt with his moſt ſecret Employment, in 
which he behav'd himſelf honeſtly and diſcreetly; and by his 


prudent managment purchas'd the good Affection and Faveur - 


of Sir Robert to a very great — can, and not only of Sir 
Robert, but of others alſo. This Favour procures, Profit, and 
Profit Honour ; and Honour gave large Employments, and in 
him better Execution. So that Overbury was Knighted ; Who 
ſtill went on to perform Carr's Expectations, and accompliſh't 


more than lefs according to his Wiſhes, And tz inggptice 
L.; . 


of his diligence, he gives him an Extraordinary ce, 
uniting him into Friendſhip with himſelf, to ſhew to all the 
World the Bond was indiffoluble : Neither con'd there be 
more Friendſhip uſed, ſince there was nothing ſo ſecret, nor 
any matter fo private, but Carr imparted it to Overbury, 
And now Suffolk and Northampton made their Courts to this 
New Favourite; and finding Overbury was his chief Friend, 
His Pzthias and one without whoſe Councel and Advice he 
_ "wou'ddo nothing, they both ftrove who ſhould Engroſs him, 
and make him their Monopoly; each e Ee 
and accumulating Favours upon Overburys Kindred; the Fa- 
ther made a Judge in Wales, and himſelf offer'd an Office; 
But Overbury, who was naturally of an inſolent Spirit, which 
Was elevated by being ſo intimate with a Favourite, and 
- wholly having ingroſſed that Commodity which could not be 
retailed but by him and his Fayour ; with a kind of Scorn 


neglected their Friendſhip, yet made uſe of both. And as 


*Earr's' Honours encreas'd, ſo did Overbury's Pride. But Nor- 
thampten finding himſelt neglected by ſo mean a Fellow, caſt 
about another way; and following Balaam's Counſel, by ſend- 
ing a Midianitiſb Woman to him, which was a Daughter of 
the Earl of Suffolk s, married to the Earl of Eſex, the Train 


took, and their firſt Private Meetings were at one Coppingeßs 
Houſe, bimſelf being Bawd to their Luft. This Privacy in 
their ftol'n Pleaſures, made Coppinger a Friend to Northampton 
and Selk, tho' but a Servant to Viſcount Recheſter ; for ſo 


now was Curr dignify'd : And now had they link'd him ſo 
cloſe, as there was no breaking from them, Overbury was the 
Foln Baptift that reproved Rocheſter for the Sin of uſing the 


Euunteſs, and abuſing the young Earl of Eſſex; for which he 
would call her trumpet, her Mother and Brother Bawds, and 


— 
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12 them with ſo much Scorn, as made Rocheſter very uneaſie, 
1 withdraw his Affection from Overbury. And yet to ſa- 
| tisfie Overbury, and blot out the Name of Sin, his Love led 
him into a more deſperate way, by taking a Reſolution to. 
marry her. But Sir Thomas oppos'd this more loudly than the 
g other, as the ready way to ruine him; and ſhew'd himſelf ſo 
; warm in the Matter, as betray'd more Zeal than Diſcretion, 
For had he been more moderate in his Reproofs, and not 
have ſo openly reproach'd em, he might have perhaps pre- 
. ſerv'd both his own Life, and their Honours and Fortunes. 
A Whereas, by reaſon of his inſolent Behaviour towards them, 
5 | - * put them upon taking Counſel to put him to 
. ch. 35 . | . 
4 To effect this, they firſt plot to have him ſent a Liedger. 
5 Ambaſſador into France; which by obeying, they ſhould be 
" nd of ſo great an Eye- ſore: by diſobeying,, he incurr'd the 
4 Diſpleaſure of his Prince; a Contempt he cou'd net expect leſs 
than Impriſonment for, and by that means be ſequeſter d from 
his Friends: And thus far undoubtedly the Earl of Somerſes 
be (for ſo he was now created) was conſenting: This Stratagem 
* took; for Overbury was nominated by the Council as a fit Mam 
to be ſent Ambaſſador into the Low. Ccuntries, to the Arch- 
Duke. Overbury being acquainted herewith, and knowing the 
s er of Northampton to he his Enemy, and growing jealous of 
1 loſing the Favour of his Maſter Somerſet, by whom he expected 
th Nr way to Preferment, he ſands in doubt whether he 
hou!d accept of this Employment, or no; at laſt conſults 
Somerſet about it, who finding him at an uncertainty, it utterly 
diſſwades him from undertaking it: For ( ſaid he) your Prefers, 
ment, and your Expectatians lie not among Foreign Nations; you. 
tre now in Credit at Home, and have already made Trial of the 
Dangers of Travel: Why then fhould you hazard all upon Uncertain- 
ties, being in Peſſeſſicn (as a Man might ſay) of all that you may 
expect hy theſe Means dlready ? Theſe Words, together with 
the Truft he put in the Earl, confirm'd him in his Opinion of 
refuſing the offer d Employment: But yet t eld the Earl, it was 
no ſmall thing to oppoſe the Determination of the Council, 
and to contradict the King's Employment; for in either of 
theſe, he muſt expect the Biſpleaſtire of both. But Somerſet 
with great Proteſtations lets him know, That he had ſo much 
Experience of his Worth, and had found him ſo faithful and. 
diligent in his Employrhent, that he could as well miſs his 
right hand, as miſs him; and that in caſe any ſuch danger 
ſhould happen to him; yet neyertheleſs, if either his Word, 
Letter, Credit, or Favour, .cou'd either mittigate releaſe, 
or relieve him, it ſhould not be wanting, Sir Thomas being 
led on with theſe hopes, abſolutely reſoly'd not to go on the 
Ambaſſage to which he was appointed; and Somerſet, to 
onfirm him in his Reſolution, ſhews him much more favour 


tan he had done of late. . >. 
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The time being come that Sir Thomas ſhould: give in his 


Anſwer what he ſhould do, with reſpect to the Ambaſſage: 
He anſwer'd that he acknowledg'd himſelf much bound to his 


* 


Majeſty for many Favours that he had beſtowed upon bim; 5 
25 to prefer him to ſo great an Honour; yet knowing him. PD 
ſelf to be unworthy of ſuch a Place, unexperienc'd how to Exe- Te 


cute it, and beſides tied to many Domeſtick Buſineſes, he de. If 
fired to be Excuſed. This ſeeming ſtrange and harſh, that Sir 

Thomas ſhould withſtand his own Advancement, and by this 
means to incur the Diſpleaſure of the King, and loſe his Ex“ th 
peQations ; made his Friends wonder, and ftand as men a- 


maz'd: The iſſue of which was, That he was Committed - 
to the Tower for his Contempt, but not to be kept Cloſe WW m 


Priſoner 3 but my Lord Northampon and Somerſet being both 
of the Privy Council, and in great Favour and Court, ſent to 9 
the Lieutenant that he ſhould keep him Cloſe Priſoner. And 1 
ſoon after received Verbal Order from them by Sir Thomar 10 
Monſon, that he ſhould not ſuffer any Letters, Tokens, or 5 

. Other things to be delivered to him. | 1 
Thus far their Deſign went on Well ; Sir Thomas Or erbun 

is in the Tower, a Cloſe Priſoner; Sir Fervis Tekvis the WM x 
Lieutenant of the Tower, is Northampton's and Somerſer's f 
Creature; and one whom they can Command in any thing; 
but there muſt be a truſty Perſon to wait upon Overbury in 
the Tower; and it being deſigned by the Counteſs, Mrs. 
Turner, and Somerſet, to have him Poyſoned, a proper Perſon 
to mix the Poyſon, that ſo it may not be diſcovered, muſt be 
found out; and Mrs. Turner, the Counteſſes great Agent in 
this mat ter, names one Weſton, who had been ſomtimes Sei- 
vant to Dr. Turner, and thereby learned ſome Experience; 
Weſton was therefore ſent for, and for two hundred pounds un- 
clertakes it. The next thing is to get Weſton into Overbwy's 
Service to wait on him in the Tower. To effect this, Mrs. 
Turner, by the inftigation of the C ountels, becomes a gr.al 
Suiter to Sir Thomas Monſon, to have his Letter to prefer 
Weſton to Sir Thomas Overbury's Service; he hearing of the 
Name of the Counteſs, and underftanding of the great Af. 
fection between her and Somerſet, condeſcended, and ſent him 
with his Letter to Sir Fervis in the Tower; who ſhewed it to 
Sir Thomas Overbury ; who being willing to do any thing that 
9 might Endear him in Somerſer's Favour, with the more rex 
dineſs Entertains him; and at the fame time harbours in his 

| Poſom his own Deſtruction. ef ſg | 
. 5 There wants now but one thing more, and that is, a fit and 
Skilful Man to mix the Peyſon; for tho' Heſton is the Man 

to adminiſter it, yet he had not Skill endugh to mix it: For 

this purpoſe therefore they Employ one Franklin, a Terlſſtire 

Man, thought to be a Witch, but very dextrous at the mix- 

wg of Poyſons, the ſtrength whereof. he cou'd either mitt 

gate or iacreaſe, ſo that ſometimes the Poyſon ſhou'd be 2 

Month befcre it wou'd work: This was a fitting Tool for ſuch 

(Ark Detign, 8 | AL 
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Au things being thus got ready, it was now time to pro- 
ceed : And the Counteſs, to make a Beginning, gets a Glaſs 
of Blew Water, and ſends it by Weſton's Son to his Father 
in the Tower, and order'd him to give it according to his 
Directions: Weſton believing that the Lieutenant, Sir Fervi⸗ 
relvis, was made acquainted with the whole matter, ask d him, 
If he ſhou'd do it now ? Telvis asked him, What? Weſton at 
that, being at a ſtand, Sir Fervis perceiv'd it, and preſently 
ſaid, No, not yet: For he did believe by Weſton's Wards, 


there was ſomething to be done, more than he yet knew; he 


therefore inſtantly haſted away, into his Study, and there 
ſent for Weſton to come to him, Examining him about the 
meaning of that Queſtion which he asK'd him ; and by fair 


means and threatning gether, got out the Truth: Sir 


Fervis thenlaid before Weſton the horridneſs of the Fact, the 
Torments of Hell, and the ſmall Aſſurance he had of En- 
joying any either Reward or Favour, after the Fact was done; 
but that it muſt follow ſo many Perſonages of Honour would 
never Cabinet ſuch a Secret in his Breſt, that might ruine 


them. And at laſt made him ſo ſenſible of his Danger in this 


Life, but more of his Torments in the other, that Weſton fal- 
ling on his Knees, faid, 0 Lord, how good and gracious art thou, 
and thy mercy is above all thy works! For tois Day is Fal- 
vation come to my Soul; and 1 would not for all the Warld have 
had ſuch 4 Sin upon me: Giving the Lieutenant humble thanks, 
that had been the Inftrument of ſaving his Soul, by putting 
him off from ſo foul Intentions. The Lieutenant having 
thus, (as he ſuppoſed) renewed Grace in him, and made 
him, as he thought, a New Man, ſaid, Thou and I have a 
dangerous part to act; yet he honeft and true to me, and 
I doubt not but that we ſhall perform it well, bath before 
GOD and the World; which Wejton faithfully promiſed 
bim, and for along time as faithfully performed with him; 
the Lieutenant willed him to bring all ſuch things as were 
ſent him to give Overbury, unto him; which he accordingly 
did; and the Lieutenant always gave them to Cats and Dogs 
which he ever had by him, ready in his Study, for that puc- 
poſe : Some died preſently, ſome lay lingering, a longer 


time; all which, with the Jellies and Tarts ſent to Overbury, 


he caſt into his Privy, they diftaining the very Diſhes. 


This continued long, the Earl ever now and then ſending to 


viſit Overbury, aſſuring him he did not forget his Releaſe, which 
ſhould not be long deferred; and perhaps he really meant what 


he ſaid, tho in another ſenſe than what he wou'd have believ'd. 


But all the Poyſons that had been ſent. nor yet working the 
delired Effect; the Counteſs began to ſuſpect that Vyejton did 
not deal honeftly with her, tho' he did with Overbury z and 


therefore ſends for him, calling him Treacherous Villain; for 
tad he given thoſe things that were ſent, hs had not been 


Y 3 : no 
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now alive; and yowed ſhe wou'd be revenged on him: = 
on the very fear whereof, he afterwards gave tho 
very Poyſons ſent, without acquainting the Lieutenant: Yet 
for all this Schooling of 2 and his Aſſurance given of 

his future Fidelity, the Counteſs would not truſt him fin 

any more; but / put that other Villian Franklin, before · men. 
tioned, to go along with him. Theſe two Villians did now 
ſo ply Sir Thomas with Poyfon, that his. Salt, Sauce, Meat, 
Drink, and whatſoever he eat, was mingled with Poyſon ; 
by means whereof he began to grow extream ſickly, (having 
been heretofore accuſtomed to very good health ) 3 
that he cou'd ſcarce ſtand or go; what with the pain of 
his Body, and the heat: Yet nevertheleſs being a ſtrong 


2 


Man, he. ſtood it out along time; till at length he began. 


to grow jealous of his Man VVeſton, for his Malady increaſed 
or diminiſhed as be pleas d; and therefore deſir'd ſome Phy- 
ſick: And at laſt, not without much Importunity, and a 
gratuity beſides, one Paul de la Bell an Apothecary, by the 
Advice of Dr. Mervin, brought a Bath to cool his Body; 
with Advice to be ſpare of his Diet; for that he ſuſpected 
that his Meat was not wholeſome: And this did him much 
good, and preſerved his Life longer than was expected; in- 
ſomuch that they doubted ſome Fallacy or Fraud ſtill; and 
therefore new Letters were ſent the Lieutenant to have a 
ſpeclal care that none bur ſuch as they appointed, might be 
ſuffercd to ſee or ſpeak with him. 5 OE, 

Theſe Suſpicions of Somerſet and the Counteſs cauſed theſe 
two Villains, Franklin and Mieſton, to come into Overburies 
Chamber, where they found him in very great Torment, 
there being a ſtrong Contention. between the ftrength of 


Nature and the working of the Poyſon ; and it being very + 


like Nature had gotten the better in * that Contention, 
by the thrufting out of Boils, Batches, and Blains; and they 
fearing it might come to Light, m_o the Judgment of 
Phyſicians, that foul Play had been offered him : they con- 
ſented together to Stifle him with the Bedcloaths, which 
._ accordingly was performed; and fo they Ended his miſer- 
able Life; the Conſpirators being aſſured by them, that he died 
by Poiſon ; none thinking otherwiſe but theſe two Murtherers. 
His eruel and Bloody Fnemies that had thus taken away 
his Life, were not therewith contented, without Murthering 
his Reputetion too; and therefoie it was given out that Sir 
Themas lived a looſe kind of Life in the Tower, and not 
according to that Strictneſs that became a Priſoner, but be- 


ing ſuffered- to haye too much Liberty, he ran into Exceſs 


of Laſciviouſneſs, ſo that thereby he got the Pox, and there- 


of Died. This report went for Current amongft ſome, + 


eſpecially of the more ignorant ſort; but thoſe that narrow- 
ly ſearch'd into the matter. found it far otherwiſe. For De- 


la Bel, the Apottecary before ſpol en of, having Relation to 


IM, 


di JAMES the Erſt. 327 
him, a little before his Death, reported his Complexion 
was changed, his Body conſumed away, and full of Yellow 


Blifters ugly to look upon. And it appeared by a Letter 


that the Earl of Nortbampton writ unto Somerſet to pick Thanks, 
chat there was found upon bis Arm à Bliſter, and upon his 
Belly twelve Kernels raiſed, not like to break, each as broad _ 
as Threepence, or as big as a ſmall Button, and one Hue upon 


his Back, whereupon was 2 Plaiſter, and from his Shoulders 


downwards of a dark tawney Colour, ugly to behold; and 
he ſtunk ſo intollerably as was not to be born withal; glad 
to be thrown in a looſe Sheet into the Coffin, and buried with- 
out 33 or Privity of his Friends, upon the To. 
wer-Hill. ; e 
Thus we ſee that good Men, as well as Bad, come often- 
times to miſerable Ends; and thoſe that are Vertuous do 
ſooneſt ſuffer Diſgrace and Contempt. Sir Thomas Overbury 
before he came to Court, was brought up in Gentleman- like 
Qualities; in his Youth at Czmbridge, after in the Middle- 
Temple, and there inſtructed in thoſe Qualities that became 
a Gentleman by the Intreaty of the Lord Treaſurer Cecil, 
preferred to Court, where he found Fayour Extraordinarily, 
yet hinder'd in his Expectation by ſome of his Enemies; 
and to ſhift off Diſcontents was forced to Travel; and there - 
in ſpent not his Time as moſt do, to loſs; furniſh'd himſelf 
with things fitting a Stateſman, by Experience in Foreign 
Governments, knowledge ot the Languages, paſſages of Em- 
ployments, External Courtſhip, and good Behaviour; things 
not common to every Man. Notwithſtanding ſuch was the 
Iniquity of the Times, that he was brought into Ignominy 
and Contempt, aad all thoſe good Qualities obſcured by the Diſ- 
graceful Reproaches of a Piſſolute Woman. 
And now all, as they believed, was quiet, and in the 
depth of Security, and the Earl and Counteſs began to carry 
their Loves more openly and impydently ; for now Sir Thomas 
Overbury cou'd give em no more diſturbance; tho? the World 
began to talk very loudly and broadly of this adulterous Meet- 
ing; ſo that it muſt from that ground proceed to an adul- 
terous Marriage; as well to the wronging a voung Noble» 
man, as to the Diſhonour and ſhame of themſelves; But 1% . . 
muſt needs go, whom the Devil drives, Yet they knew not how 
handſomly to Effect this, but by making the King a Party | 
in this Bawdy Buſineſs, which was no hard matter to Effect; 
r the Kings Eye began to wander after a New Favourite; 
for Somerſet was ſo much taken up with the Countels, that 
the King began to have enough of him; and therefore 
for the Bringing this Couple to a Marriage, the Biſhops 
muft be Principal Actors, (for in what bad Action wou'd 
they be meerly Lookers on?) And the Biſhop of VVincbeſter, 


| an Excellent Civillian, and a very great Sckollar, muſt be 


1 . 
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the Principal; for which his Son got a Knighthood, and 
Title of Sir Nullity Bilſon, to -+455Y BY 
For it ſeems by a Nullity of the firſt Marriage, the Second 
was to take place. Many Meetings there were, of the Bi · 
ſhops and the prime Civillians, in which there wanted no 
Bribes from the Lord and Lady, and their Friends, to have 
this Nuility brought to paſs; wherein the Diſcourſe would 
have better befitted the Mouths of Bawds and Ruffians, 
than of grave Divines; and among them Biſhop Neal, the 
Biſhop of Rocbeſter, a C t 
of Suffolk, took up a Learned Diſcourſe in the Science of 
Bawdry, ſhewing how many degrees in that Science muft 
roduce a Nullity ; wherein were ſo many teaftly Expreſ- 
ons, as for Modefty-ſake, I will not receite, being offenſive 
to my very Thoughts and Memory: Ariſtorles Problems 
was à very modeft Diſcourſe, to his; and he appeared to 
be better ftudied in that, than in Divinity: And to wind 
up his Learned Diſcourſe, concluded all thoſe met in this 
Lord and Lady. | 
The Archbiſhop of Canterbury,” Abbot, to his everlaſting 
Fame, ftrenuouſly oppoſed. all the Procee dings, and pro- 
teſted againſt them; for which he ever after lived in diſ- 
grace, Excluded from the Council-Table ; and died in the 
Dilgrace of his King on Earth, tho' in Favour with the 
King of Heaven. . 5 
But before this Bawdy-Buſineſs was Compleated, and to Ju- 
AKike Biſhop Nea!'s Diſcourſe, that all things in the former 


Marriage conduc'd to a Nullity, a Search muſt be made, 


whether there had been a Penetration ; and a Jury of grave 
Matrons were found fit for that purpoſe, who with their 


 Spettacles ground to leſſen, and not to make the Letter lar. 
gerz after their Inſpection they gave a Verdict that ſhe was intacta 


Pirgo; which was thought very ftrange ; for the World took 


notice that her way was very near beaten ſo plain, as if 


Regia Fig; and in truth was a Common way, before Somerſet 


did ever Travel it: Beſides, the World took notice that 


they two had long liv'd in Adultery. Vet had old Kettle 
a Trick for that alſo: For the Counteſs, for Modeſty- ſake, 


makes humble Suit to the Reverend Bawdy Biſhops, ( who 


were alſo Plotters in this Stratagem ) that ſhe might not 
appear bare-fac'd, for bluſhing; but defired to be yailed, with 
a Taffaty over her Face; this was thought ſo reaſonable for 
a pretty Modeft Lady, that the Reverend Fathers, and thoſe 
pur-blind-Ladies, which had forgoten Modefty themſelves, 
Could not think it worthy the denial : This point being gain'd, 
one Mrs. Fines, a near Kinſwoman to old Kettle, was dreſs'd 

up in the Counteſſes Cloaths, and who was at that time, 
( tho' reſembling the Counteſs in Stature) too young to 
be other than Virgo intacta; tho' within two years alter, 
had the old Ladies made their Inſpection, the Orifice would 
| 4 not 
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not have appear'd fo fmall, to have deliver d ſuch a Verdict 
as they did; and a jaſt one upon their View , tho to ſome 
of their knowledge, it was not that Lady they were to give 
their Verdict upon. If any queſtion the truth of this Cun- 
ning Conveyance, I had it verbatim from the Knight, ( a 
Gentleman otherwiſe of much honour )- which. uſher'd the 
Lady into the place of Inſpection; and has told it often to 
his Friends in mirth. n | 
And the Nullity being pronounced, - her Marriage with 
Somerſes was ſoon after ſolemniz'd; ſo that now they are 
authoriz'd by Law to commit Adultry : But the whole Fa- 
mily of Suffolt, as much as they were for this Marriage, 
paid dear atterwards, and had ſowr Sauce for that ſweet Meat 
of their great Son- in law. And even Somerſet himſelf was 
the moſt unfortunate Man living in that Marriage; for it 
was the Devil of a Wife that brought all his Afﬀter-Unhap- , 
pineſs upon him: She it was that put him upon Overbury's 
Murder; of which Overbury hinſelf 4 for they were married 
while he was living) was ſo certain, that he told the Meſ- 
ſenger that brought him the News of Somerſet's being mar- 
ried to the Counteſs, He had as good have told him that to 
morrow he muſt die; for he was ſure now not to live long: 
And from that time look d upon himſelf as a loft Man; and 


the Event ſhew'd he was in the right; at the ſame time 


lamenting the unhappineſs of the Earl of Somerſer, as well 
as of himſelf. And it is obſervable that in all the time of 
this mans Favour before this Marriage, he did nothing + ob- 
noxious to the State; or any baſe thing for his private gain. 
But whether this was from his own natural Diſpoſition, _ 
that curb d him; or from the Awe he ftood in of Prince Henry, 
who was then living, it is hard to determine: Becauſe after 
2 Marriage, and the Prince's death, he did many ill 
things. ä | 
| 1 was now two years ſince Overbury's Death, and in this 
time, there began to appear the glimmering of a new Fa- 
vouritez one Mr. George Villers, a younger Son by a ſecond. 
Venter of an Ancient Knight in 1 ; his Father of 
an Ancient Family, his Mother but of a mean, being but a 


Waiting Gentlewoman whom the old Man fell in Love 


with, and married, by whom he had three Sons, all raiſed 
to Nobility, by reaſon of their Brother Favourite. This 
Gentleman was come alſo but newly from Travel, and did 
believe it a great Fortune to marry a. Daughter of Sir Ro- 
ger Aſton's; and indeed it was the height ot his Ambition, 
and for that only End was a hanger on upon the Court; 
the Gentlewoman loved him ſo well, as could all his Friends . 
have made her, for her great Fortune, but an hundred Marks 
for her Joynture, ſhe had married him preſently, in deſpite 
of all her Friends; and no queſtion would have had him 


without any Joyntyre at all. But before the cloſing 5 


85 
af r. . „ For „ 


of this Match, the King caſt a glancing Eye towards him; 


= 
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which was ſoon en by ſuch as obſery'd their Princes Hu- 


mour; and then the Match was laid aſide; ſome aſſuring 


him a greater Fortune was coming to him: Then one 
gave him his place of Cup-bearer, that he might he in the 
Kings Eye; another ſent to his Mercer and Taylor, to put 

— 1 Cloaths on him; a third to his Sempſtreſs, for Curi- 
ous Linnen; and all as Incomes to obtain Offices upon his 
Future Riſe : Others take upon them to be his Bravo's, to 
undertake his Quarrels, upon Aﬀeronts put upon him by 


Somerſer's Faction: So that all hands help'd to the piecing 


up this New Favourite. 
But the bringing in of this New Favourite, made Somer- 


ſet fret; and yet carried himſelf more proudly; as ſcorning 


that any ſhou'd pretend to more Intereſt in the King than 
himſelf. But finding Villers Countenancd by the King, he 
had ſome fore-boding thoughts. of his own. Ruine. And the 


Pulſe of his Conſcience being always beating at Sir Thomas 


Overbury's Door, Somerſet thought he had beſt to do ſome- 


. to prelerve himſelf in time. And therefore finding 
hBimſel 


f ſhaking, ( tho' there was nothing yet laid to his 


| Gharge but the Embezzeling ſome of the Crown Jewels ) 


he throws himſelf at the Kings Feet, acknowledging the 
great Truſt His Majeſty had repoſed in him, and the 
weight of Buſineſs lying on him, might cauſe him to fall 
into ſome. Miſcarriages, thro' Youth and Ignorance z he 
therefore humbly beſought His Majeſty to grant him a gc- 


neral Pardon for what was paſt; that he might not be Ex. 


poſed to the Malice of thoſe that wou'd wreſt all his Actions 
to the worſt meaning. 7 Sy Ip 

The King, that was not willing wholly to diſcard Somerſes, 
and ſo Expoſe himſelf to the Cenſure of being thought 


Changeable, gave order for the drawing up a general Par- 
don, wherein the King was made to declare, That of his own Mo- 


rion and ſpecial Favour, he did Pardon all, and all manner of Treaſons, 


Miſpriſons of Treaſons, Murders, Felonies and Outrages whatſoever, 


which by the Earl of Somerſet had been Committed, or hereafter 
Jhould be Committed, And this the King ſigned, and ſent to the 
Great Seal. But the Queen having notice of it, uſed her Power 
with . gave a ſtop to theScal till the Kings 


Coming to Town, 
broke out: For the Apothecaries Boy that gave Sir Thomas 


Overbury the Gliſter, fell ſick at Fluſbing, and revealed the 


whole matter; which Sir Ralph Wynwood by his Correſpon- 
dents had a full Relation of; which Correſpondent was 


' Thrumbal the Agent at Bruſſels: And it is ſaid that he diſ- 
covered not the Buſineſs to Vimvood, but only wrot to him 
that he had Butineſs of Conſequence to diſcover, but would 
bot ſend it, therefore deſired Licenſe to come oyer; the 


"4 
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who was then in his Progre(s in the Weſt : 
And in the mean time, the Poyſoning of Sic Thomas Overhury 
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T King would not yield te his Return, but only willed him 
Us to ſend an Expreſs; which Thrambel utterly refuſed, and I 
g | think very wiſely, not letting any thing appear under his 
2 hand, leſt the Boy ſhould die, or run away; and then him- 
E ſelf be made the Author of that, which the Courteſie of 
It another muſt have juſtified. N 2 
i- The King being of a Jonging diſpoſition, rather than 
$ not know, admitted Thrumba! to Return: And now had they 
d good Teſtimony by the Apothecary, who revealed Weſton, 
5 Mrs. Turner, and Franklin, to be Principal Agents: But this 
7 being near the time of Progreſs, was not ftirred till about 


Michaelmas ; and had hardly been ſtirr'd in at all, had not 
. there been ſuch a Claſhing between the Kings Riſing, and 
his Declining Favourite 3 which the King by all means de- 
| fird to - reconcile; and therefore Employ'd Sir Humphry 
May, with ſome Inſtructions to Somerſet, as if it came from 
| himſelf; and Villers had Orders preſently after Sir Humphry 
. May's Return, to preſent himſelf and Service to Somerſet. 
Sir Humphry accordingly goes to Somerſet, and tells him, My 
Lord, Sir George Villers will come to you to offer his Ser- 
vice, and defire to be your Creature; and therefore retuſe 
bim not; Embrace him, and your Lordſhip ſhall ftill ſtand 
a great Man, tho' not the ſole Favourite: Somerſet ſeeming 
averſe to it, Sir Humphry told him in plain terms, that he 
was ſent by the King to adviſe it; and that Villers wou'd 
come to him, to caſt himſelf into his Protection, and to 
take his Riſe under the ſhadow of his Wings. Sir Humphry 
May was not parted from my Lord half an hour, but in 
comes Sir George Pillers, and uſed theſe very words, My Lord, 
I defire to be your Servant, and your Creature, and ſhall defire 
to rake my Court-Preferment under your Favour ; and your Lord- 
ſhip ſhall find me as faithful a Servant to you, as ever ſerv'd 
you. © To which Somerſet return'd this quick and ſhort An- 
ſwer, J will have none of your Service, and you ſpall have none 
of my Favour ; I will, if I can, breab your Neck, and of that 
be confident. This was certainly a very harſh Complement, 
aud had not Somerſer been infatuated, he would never have 
given it: for after that time, breaking each others Neck 
was their Aim. For it is verily believed, had Somerſet Com- 
ply'd with Verse, Overbury's Death had till lain rak d up 
in his own Aſhes, But there was an over-ruling hand of Pro- 
vidence in it, that would not ſuffer Murder to go unpuniſh d. 
The King, in order to begin his Winter Journey, went 
from Mbite-Hall to Theobalds, and ſo to Royſton: But before 
be went to Royſton, he ſent for all the Judges, and knee- 
ling down in the midſt of them, he uſed theſe Words. 
My Lords the Judges, It is lately come to my bearing, - that 
' you have now in Examination a Buſineſs of Poyſcning : Lord, in 
what 4 muſt miſerable Condition ſhall this Kingdom be! ( the on- 
famous Nation for Hoſpirality in the World) if ow 1 
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Hall become ſuch 4 Snare, as none could eat without dan of 
Life; and that Italian Cuſtom ſhould be imroduced amon [ 
gore my Lords, I charge you, as you will anſwer it at the 
great and dreadful Day of Judgment, that you Examine it ſtriſt. 
ty, without Favour, Affection, or Partiality : And if you ſhall 
ſpare any guilty of this Crime, G O D's Curſe light on you and 
your Poſterity; and if I ſpare any that are found guilty, GO D's 
Curſe light on me and my Poſterity for Ever. But how the 
King perform'd his Word, I ſhall ſhew anon: And how 
ſeverely this dire Imprecation fell upon his Poſterity, let 
the Fate of both the Charles's, his Daughter Elizabeth, and his 
Grandion Fames the Second, be a Witneſs. . 
The King having given this Charge, leaves London for a 
time, and was accompanied with Somerſet to Royſton, where 
he had no ſooner brought him, but Somerſet took his leave 
of him, litcle imagining what a Snake there lay in the Graſs. 
Nor muſt 1 forget, on this Occaſion, to let my Reader 
know how perfect the King was in the Art of Diſſimula- 
tion; or, (as he us d to call it) King-Craft ; The Earl of 
Comer ſet never parted from him before with more ſeeming 
'( Exceſs of) Affection than at this time, when he knew 
Somerſet ſhould never ſee him more: So that ſcarce any 
that had ſeen their parting, and was not well acquainted 
with the Kings Diſſembling Tricks, but wou'd have thought 
he was rather in his growing Favour, than declining For- 
tune. For when the Earl kiffed his hand, the King hung 
about his Neck, Slabbering his Cheeks with Kiſſes; ſaying, 
For GO D's ſake, when ſhall T ſer thee again? O' my Soul, 1 
ſhall neither Eat nor Sleep, till J ſee thee' come again. The 
Earl told him on Monday, (this being Friday) For GO D's 
ſake, let me, ſaid the King: Shall 1? Shall 1? Then lolled 
about his Neck: Then, For G O D's ſake, give thy Lady this 
Kiſs for me; ſaid the King: Carreſſing him in the ſame 
manner at the Stairs Foot: And yet for all this, the Earl 


was ſcarce got into his Coach, when the King ſaid with a 


Smile, Now the Deel go with thee, I ſhall never ſee thy Face more. 
I will now appeal to my Reader, whether his Aſotto of, Qui 


neſcit Aiſſimulare, neſcit regnare, was not as well perform'd 


at this parting, as his Beati Pactfici, in the whole Courſe of 
his Life: And yer his love to the Latter, made him be bea- 


ten at his oan Weapon, in the Former, by all Princes and. 


States that had to do with him. | 


Before Somerſet came to London: his Counteſs was appre- 


hended ; and at his Arrival, himſelf; and the King being 


that Night at Supper, fail to Sir Thomas Monſon, My Lord 
Chief Fuſtice bath {ent for you, Sir Thomas asked the King when 


he ſhould wait on him again? The King replied, Tou may come 
when you can. | 


And here I cannot omit one Story which was a kind of 
prefage to ix Thomss AMorſon of what ſhould befal him: Sir 


FTT 


vance coſt him his Life. And being a Ma full of Sorrow 
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Thomas was the Kings Maſter Faulconer; and ſuch an Artift 
at it, perhaps no Prince in Chriſtendom cou'd boaſt of the like: 
For what Flights other Princes had, be would Excel them 
for his Maſter; in which one was the Kite: The French King 
ſent over his Faulconers to ſhew that Sport, his Maſter Fauþ- 
coner lay long here, but. could not kill one Kite, our Kites, 
it ſeems being more magnanimous than thoſe of the French: 
Sir Thomas Monſon deſtr'd to have that Flight in all Exqui- 
ſitenefs ; and to that End was at 1000 J. Charge in Goſ- 
Faulcons for that flight; and yet in all that Charge he 
never had but one Caſt wou'd perform it; and thoſe had 


kill'd Nine Kites, and never .mils'd one. The Earl of Pen- 


brook, with all the Lords deſir'd the King but to walk out 
of Royſton Town's: End, to ſee chat flight; which it was one 
of the moſt Stately Flights in the World, for the high Mountee : 


The King went forth, tho' unwillingly, and the Flight was 


ſhewed ; but the Kite went ſuch a Mountee, as all the Field 
loft ſight of Kite, and Hawk, and all; and neither Kite nor 
Hawk were never either ſeen or heard of more: Which made 
all the Court conjecture it a very ill Omen. But to pro- 
cœed. | 

It appears by the Kings words do Sir Thymes Manſon, That 
the Plot was ſo well laid, that all the Perfons Concern'd were 
witifin the Toyl at one inſtant, not knowing of Each other: So 

that there were now in hold, the Earl, his Counteſs, Sir 
Thomas Monſon, Mrs. Turner, (a very lewd and infamous Wo- 
man) Weſton and Franklin; beſides ſome others of Leſſor Note; 
of which, one Simon, a Servant of Sir Thomas Monſon's, who 
was Imploy'd in carrying Jellies and Tarts to the Tower, 
who upon his Examinarion, for his Pleaſant Anſwer was in- 
ſtantly dilmiſs d: For the Judge ſaying to him, Simon, Tow 


 bavehada hand in this Poyſoning Buſineſs ! No, my good Lord, {aid 


be, I had but one Finger in it, which almoſt coſt me my Life; and 


at the beſt coſt me all my hair and nails: For the Truth was, 


Simon was ſomewhat 1iquoriſh, and finding the Syrup ſwim 
trom the Top of a Tart which he carried, he did with his 
Finger Skim it off; and it was to be believed, that had he. 
known what it had been, he would not have been his Paſter 
at ſo dear a rate. 8 5 | 

And now ſtrick Juice Expects a Retribution, and requires 
Blood for Blood ; © Weſton, began the Tragedy; Mrs. Jr ger 


follow'd next, the Day of her Death being better than that . 
her Birth; for tho' ſhe had been a very wicked Woman, ſhe 


died very penitently, and ſhewed much Modeſty in the laſt 


Act of her Life. | 
©: Sir Fervis Elvis, Lieutenant of the Tower, was the third; 
Who ſuffered on Tower-Hill: A Man much plitied, being 


drawn in by the Allurements of Northampton, to be a Spectator, 
rather than an Actor, in this Bloody Tragedy; but his Conni- 


tor 


rue vecret Hijtory of 
for his. Offence, he left two Memento's or Pillars behind hin 
at his Death, for Watch-Towers to all that paſs by, in this 
Bark of frail Mortality, to prevent Shipwarck. One was, 
Not to Vow any thing to G0 P, but to perform it. The other 
was, Not to tabe 4 pride in any Parts, tho“ never ſo Extel- 
tent: For the firſt, he ſaid he was a great Gameſter and 
Joved it ; and having loft one time much Money, he ſeriouſ- 
ly. and adviſedly, between G OD and. his own Soul, clap - 
ping his hand on his Breſt, ſpake thus: ( as it were to EO D) 
If ever I play again, then let me be hanged. And breabing my 
ow, ſaid he, now GOD bath paid my Imprecation home. 
The Second was, He tek a great delight in bis Pen. And that 
Pen (to uſe his own Words) which I was fo proud of, hath 
ftruck me dead; and, like Abſalom's Hair, hath hanged me: 
For there dropt a Word or two from my Pen in a Letter to 
the Earl of Northampton, which. upon my Salvation I am not 
able to anſwer: At my Arraignment I pleaded hard for my 
Life, and proteſted mine Innocency ; but when my own Pen 
came againſt me, I was not able to ſpeak for my ſelf, but 
ſtood as one amazed, or that had no Tongue. Such Damps 
doch Guiltineſs caft upon the Spirit! RA 
The next was Franklin, a Fellow as fordid in his Death, as 
pernicious in his Liſe; who at his Arraignment confeſſed 
that Overbury was ſmothered to Death, and not Poyſoned to 
Death, tho he had Poyſon given him. And here Cook the 
Chief Juftice was a little put to it how to come fairly off; 
for Mrs. Tarner and Weſtcn were already hang'd for Lilling 
oOverbu with Poyſen ; bur he being the very Quinteſſence of 
Law, preſently inform'd the Jury, That if a Man be done to 
Death with Piſtols, Poniards, Swords, Halter. Poyſon, &c. 
So he be done to Death, the Indictment is good, if but in- 
died for any of thoſe ways; but the good Lawyers of thoſe 
Times were not of that Opinion 3 but did believe Mrs. 
Turner was as directly Murthered by my Lord Coo Law, as 
Overbury was without any Lax. 55 
— the next place came the Ccunteſs to her Trial, at whoſe 
Artaignment, as alſo at Mrs. Turners before, were ſnewed ma- 
ny Pictures aud Puppits, with ſome Exorciſms and Magick 
Spells, which made them appear more odious, as being known 
to Converſe with Witches and Wizzards; and among the 
Irinkets Foremans Books were ſhewed; This Foreman was a Fel- 
low that dwelt in Lambetb; who, tho' a very filly fellow, 
| Yet had Wit enough to cheat the Ladies and 6dther Women, 
by pretending Skill in telling their Fortunes; as, whether they 
ſhould Enjoy their Loves, or whether Maids ſhould get Hus- 
bends, or Enjoy their Servants to themſelves without Corri⸗ 
vals; as alſo whether they ſhould bury their Husbands, and 
what fecond Husbands they ſhould have: But before he would 
tell any thing, they muſt write their Names to his Alphabeti- 
cal Book, with their own hand-Writiag ;- by which Trick he 


5 kept 
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* 


en T 
kept them in awe, if they ſhould co 

as indeed he did nothing elſe : Beſides, : it was believ'd that 
ſome Aſſignations were appointed at his Houſe, and that the 


Art of Bawd was more beneficial to him than that of a Con- 
jurer; and that he was a better Artiſt in the one, than che 


other. And that a man may judge of his Skill, it was affirmed 


dy ſome that pretended to know very well, that he was himſelf 


1 but was no 
111 not pretend 


mof a higher Nature; at which words, 
out iſſued about a dozen Warders of the Tower, and took him 
from the Bar. and ſuch was Eook's Malice againſt him, that 
tho! it rain'd extreamly, and Monſon not well, he made him go 


à foot from Guild - Hail to the Tower, which almoſt coſt him 


his Life; where he lay a cloſe Cloſe Priſoner above three 
Months. I will end what I have to ſay of Monſon, with obſery- 
ing the Skill of the Lord Loreskeine, a Scotchman, who having 


long before ſeen Sir Thomas Monſon, told Sir George Marshal, 
That he ſaw by bis Phyſiognomy, that Sir Thomas Monſon wou d 


Eſcape Hanging nearer than ever any. Man did ; which was 


true; for he was twice brought to his Tryal, put himſelf. both 


mes upon his Country, yet was only indifed, never tried; 
aud yet bad he harder meaſure than ever any man had, for 4 


aphia of his abuſing them, - 


| 
| 
| 


loſt his Office, being but indifted, and not Condemned; which 


is without any Precedent. | 

But here I muſt not forget to inform the Reader, that at Sir 
Thomas Monſon's Arraignment, the Lord — 
in his Rhetorical Flouriſnes vented ſome Expreſſions, which, 
tho a wiſe Man, had better have been kept in; for in the midft 
of his Speech, falling as it were into a Rapture, he ſaid, G0 D 
knows what became of that fweet Babe, Prince Henry. Bur 1 
know ſomewhat: Intimating ( tho'not plainly ) that Sir Thomas 
Overbury's untimely remove, had ſomething in it, of Retaliati- 
on, as if he had been guilty of the ſame Crime againft Prince 
Henry; and as if the making away of Sir Thomas Overbury wou'd 
be an acceptable Service to the King, And it 1s not impro- 
bable, but that, in ſearching the Cabinets, he lighted on ſome 
Papers which ſpake plainly of that which had been always 
whiſpered ; and which had he gone on in a gentle way, would 
have fallen in of themſelyes, not to have been prevented : 
But it isto be fear'd that this ſlip of his Tongue prevented the 


full Diſcovery of that ſo foul a Murder: Which tho' he did 


not deſign ; yet did he fly ſo high, that he was taken down 
by a Court-Lure ; Sir Thomas Monſon's Trial ( as has been al- 
ready ſhew'd ) laid afide, and Sir Thomas ſoon after ſet at Li- 
berty, and the Lord Chief Juftices Wings clip'd far 
after. And it was rumour'd that the King ( hei ; 
much Paſſion by this Eruption of Sir Edward Cook's Y 

the Council-Table, and kneeling down there, deſited G O D to 
lay a Curſe upon him and his Poſterity for ever, if he were 
conſenting to Overbury's Death. But whether this were ſo or 
no, certain it is, that the ſudden ſtopping of Aonſon's Tryal, 
put ſtrange Imaginations into mens Heads; and thoſe ſeconded 
by Reports too high for private Diſcovery; their Operation 
only falling under the Common Notion. But the Lord Chief 
Juſtice, as I ſaid, was blamed by the more Judicious ſort, for 
flying out of his way; and that having enough to proſecute 
the Buſineſs, he would graſß after more, till he loft all. For 
this Poyſoning Buſineſs was thought ſecond to none but the 
Gunpowder-Plot ; that indeed would have blown up all at a 
Blow, and ſo may be call'd 4 merciſul Cruelty; and this would 


5 p 


have done the ſame by, degrees, a lingering, but as ſure a 


, way; For one by one might have been call'd out, till all Oppo- 
ſers were removed. | 
And now for the laſt AR, Enters Somerſet himſelf, on the 
Stage. Who being told, as the manner is, by the. Lieutenant, 
that he muſt provide to go the next day to Tryal abſolutely 
refus d it, and ſaid they ſhou'd carry bim in bis Bed; that the Kin 
Had aſſur d him that he ſhould not come to any Tryal ; neither Dur( 
the Xing to bring him to « Tryal, This was in a high ſtrain in- 
deed, and in a Language not well underftood by George Moore 
Lieutenant in Elways room; ſo that it made Movre _ 
9 5 | an 
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King AMES the Firft. 


and ſhake; and tho he was counted a wiſe Man, yet he was 


near at his Wits End. | | | 
Away goes Moore to Greenwich, (tho' it was then Twelve 


a Clock at Night) and bouncing at the Back- Stairs, almoſt 


like one mad, Fo, Loveſton, one of the Grooms, riſes out of 
his Bed, and enquires the reaſon of that Noiſe at lo late a 
Seaſon: Moore tells him he muft ſpeak with the King: Love- 
ſton replies he is quiet; which in the Scots Dialect, is faſt a- 
fleep: Moore told him he muſt awake him; which he does, and 18 
called in; and the Chamber being left to the King and Moore; 
he ells the King thoſe Paſſages, and deſires to be directed by 
him; for he was gone bevond bis own reaſon, to hear ſuch 
hold and undutiſul Expreſſions from a faulty Subjzct, agaiaſt 
a juſt Soveraign. The King falls into a great Paſſion of 
Tears: On my Soul, More, laid the King, I wot not what to do; 
thou art a wiſe Man, belp me in this great ſtrai and thou ſhalt 
find thou do'ft it for a thankful Mafler ; With other jad Expreſ- 
ſions. . Moore leaves the VH ing in that paſſion; but aſſurd him 


rs 80 do the utmoſt that he cou'd to ſerve his Ma- 
jeſty. 


Sir George Moore returns to Somerſet about three the next Mor- 


[1 


ning (which was the Day he was to come to his Tryal) Enters 


his Chamber, and tells him he had been with the King, and 
tound him a moſt affeQionate Maſter to him, and full of Grace 
in his Intentions towards him. But, ſaid he, to Satisfie Ju- 
ſtice, you muſt appear, altho return inſtantly again, with. 
out any turther proceeding; only you ſhall! know, your Ene- 
mies, and their Malice, though they ſhall have no Power over 


you, By this means More allay'd Somerſets Fary, and got him 
y 8 


quietly about Eight in the Morning to the Hall; yet fear'd 
his former bold Language might revert again; and being 
brought by this Trick into the "Coyle, might have more enra- 
gel him to fly out into ſome ſtrange Diſcovery z which to pre- 
vent, he plac'd two Seryants on each ſide of him, with a Cloik 
on their Arms; giving them a peremptory Order, that if 
Somerſet did any way tiy out on the King, they ſhould inſtantly 
hood-wink him with that Cloak, take him violently from the 
Bar, and carry him away; for which he would fecure them 
from any Danger, and they ſhould not want aiſo a honacitnl 
Reward : But the Earl finding himſelf over-reach'd, 'recol- 
lected a better Temper, and went on calmly in his Trial, 
where he held the Company until Seven at Night. But” they 
that ſaw the Kings reſtleſs motioa all that day, aad the greac 
Uneaſineſs h: ſeem'd to bz in, ſ-ading to every Boat he ſaw 


Landing at the Bridge, and Curſiag all that came withour 


Tidings, could not but judge all was not right; and that 
there had been ſome grounds for Somerſets boldneſs, Bat at 
laft, Moore bringing the King word that Somerſet was Con- 
demn'd, and of all the Paſſages, and how h: manag'd things; 


all waz quiet: And the King reale rewarded him with a Suit 
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worth 1500 1, And for the truth of this Secret Paſſage, 8 


can aſſure the Reader that it came from Moore's own Mouth, 
_ who told it to two-worthy Gentlemen; who yet never ſpake 
of it again till after the Kings Death. | vg 

But there were other ſtrong Inducement, to believe Somer- 
Jet knew 4hat by the King, which he deſired no other in the 
World ſhould be partaker of; and that all was not Peace 
witbin, in the Peace-maker himſelf, For he ever courted So- 


merſet to his Dying Day, and gave him 4000 J. per amum 


after he was condemned. Many believed Somerſet guilty of 
Overbury's Death; and many others thought him guilty on! 
of a Breach of Friendſhip, and that in a high Point, by Suf- 
1 Fary Impriſonment: But to ſet things in a true light, I 
have here inſerted the Speech of Sir Francis Bacon, the Kings 
Attorney General, at Semerſet's Arraignment ; wherein all the 
Footſteps taken in the Proſecution of that Murder, are ſet 
forth at large. 3 8 ER. 


Sir Francis Bacon's SPEECH, at the Arraignment 
| of the Earl of SOMERSET. 
44 | T may pleaſe your Grace, my Lord High Steward of Eng- 
0 land, and you my Lords the Peers, you have here before 
A 


you Robert Eart of Somerſet to be tried for his Life, 


concerning the procuring and - conſenting to the Poyſoning 
of Sir Thomas Overoury, then the King's Priſoner in the 
© Tower of London, as an Acceſſary before the Fact. 
I know your Honours cannot behold-this noble Man, but 
© you muſt remember the great Favours which the King hath 
< conferred on him, and muſt be ſenſible, that he is yet a Mem- 
© ber of your Body, and a Peer, as you are, ſo that you cannot 
© cut him off from your Body, but with grief, and therefore 
* you will expect from us, that give in the King's Evidence, 
found and ſufficient matter of proof to ſatisfie your Honours 
8. Conſciences. ' 3 5 5 | 
As for the manner of the Evidence, the King our Maſter, 
© who (amongſt other his Vertues, excelleth in that Vertue of 
the Imperial Throne, which is Juftice ) hath given us com- 
mand, that we ſhould not expatiate nor make inyeQives, but 
- © materially purſue the Evidence, as it conduceth to the point 
n queſtion. | 55: 2 


© A Matter, that (though we are oe of ſo good a War- 


© rant) yet we ſhuuld have done our ſelves: For far be it from 
uus by any firains of Wit or Arts, to ſeek to play Prizes or to 
© blazon our Names in Blcod, or to carry the day otherwiſe 
than upon ſure. grounds; we ſhall carry the Lanthorn of 
© Juſtice (which is the Evidence) before your Eyes upright, 
and ſo be able to ſave it from being put out with any 
greunds of evaſion or vain defence, not doubting at all, but 


A 
= 
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that 


5 * that the Evidence it ſelf will carry that force, as it ſhall need 
no advantage or aggravation. + | LT IR 
© Firſt, my Lords, The courſe that I will hold in delivering 


of that which 1 ſhall ſay (for I love order) is this 
Firſt, Iwill ſpeak ſomewhat of the Nature and Greatneſs 
« of the Offence, which is now to be tried, not to weigh down 
my Lord with the Greatneſs of it, but rather contrarywiſe ö 
* to ſhew, that a great Offence needs a good Proof. And that 
the King, howſoever he mighe eſteem this Gentleman hereto- 
fore as the Signet upon his Finger ( to'uſe the Scripture- 
6 phraſe ) yet in ſuch a caſe as this, he was to put it off, 
© Secondly, I will uſe ſome few words touching the Nature of 
h the Proofs, which, in ſuch a caſe are competent. 
p © Thirdly, I will ftate the Proof. . 
And laſtly, I will produce the Proofs, either out of Exa- 
« mination, and Matters of writing, or Witneſſes Viva Voce. 
For the Offence it ſelf, It is of Crimes, next unto High · 
' © Treaſon, the greateſt ; it is the fouleſt of felonies: It hath 8 = 
three degrees. Firſt, It is Murther by Impoyſon- -' 
ment, Secondly, It is Murther committed upon the 
King's Priſoner in the Tower. "Thirdly, I might ſay, that it _ 
is Murther under the colour of Friendſhip, but that it is a = 
* Circumftance moral, and therefore I leave that to the Evi · 9 
denceit ſelf. | II 4 - 
© For Murther my Lords, the firſt Record of ſuſtice which was vv 
in the World, was judgment upon a Murtherer, in the Perſon 4 
© of Adam's firſt- horn Cain, and though it was not puniſhed b 
© Death, but Baniſhment, and marks of Ignaminy, in reſpect 
© of the Primogenitors, or the Population of the World, yet 
there N a ſevere charge given, that it ſhould not go un- 
« puniſhed. a | 
: So it appeareth likewiſe in Scripture, that the Murther 
of Abner by Joab, though it were by David reſpited in re- 
© ſpe of great Services paſt, or reaſon of State, yet it was not . uv 
forgotten. But of this 1 will ſay no more, becauſe I will =O 
not diſcourſe, it was ever admitted and ranked in God's own | 
Tables, that Murther is of offence between Man and Man, 
* next unto High-Treaſon, and diſobedience to Authority, 
* wkich ſometimes have been referred to the firſt Table, be- 
* cauſe of the Lieutenancy of GOD in Princes, the greateft. 
For Impoyſonment, Iam ſorry it ſhould be heard of in our 
Kingdom; it is not noſtri generis, n2cſanguinis pec catum; it 
is an Italian Comſit for the Court of Rome, where that Perſon 
that intoxicateth the Xing of the Earth, is many times really 
« intoxicated and poyſoned himſelf, But it hath three Cir - 
* cumftances, which makes it grievous, bꝛyond other matters. | 
+ The firſt is, That it takes a Man away in full Peace, in | 
| 
| 
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« GOD' andthe King's Peace, that thinks no harm, but is 
« comforting of Nature with refection and food, ſo that as the 
« Scriptures ſaith, his Table is oo a Snare. _— „ 
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The ſecond is, That it is eaſily . commited, and. eaſily con. 


* cealed; and on the other ſide hardly prevented, and hardly 
* diſcovered : For Murther by violence, Princes have Guards, 
© and private Men have Houſes, Attendants and Arms, neither 
© can ſuch Murther be committed, but cam ſonitu, with ſome 
© overt and apparent acts, that may diſcover and trace the 
| 1 Offenders; but for Poyſon, the Cup it ſelf of Princes will 
© ſcarce ſerye, in regard of many Feyſens that neither diſcolour 
nor diſtaſte; it comes upon a Man when he is careleſs, and 


_ © withoutſuſpicion, and every day a Man is within the Gates of 
Death. - 


And the laſt is, becauſe it concerneth not only the Deſtru- 

* Qion of the maliced Man but of every Man, quit modo futus 
< erit? For many times the Peyſon is prepared for one, and is 
© taken by another, ſo that Men die other Mens deaths, Conci- 
die infelix- aliens vulnere, and it is as the Pſalmiſt calleth it, Sa- 


© gitta noffe volans, The Arrow that flieth by Night, that hath 


no aim nor certainty. And therefore if any Man ſhall ſay 
to himſelf, Here is great talk of Impoyſonment, but I am ſure 
* am ſuſe, for 1 have no Enemies, neither have I any thing 
* another Man ſhould long for; Why ? thatis all one, he may 
© fit next him at the Table, that is meant to be 1mpoyſoned, 
© and pledge him of his Cup: As we may ſee in the Example 
© of 21. Hen. 8. that where the purpoſe was to poyſon one 
Man, theee was poyſon put into Barm or Yeaſt, and with that 
© Barm Portage or Grewel was made, whereby ſixteen of the 
© Biſhop of Rocheſter's Servants were poyſoned ; nay, it went 
into the Alms- basket likewiſe, and the Poor at the Gate 
* were poyloned. And therefore with great Judgment did 
© the Statute made that year, touching this accident, make 

Impoyſonment High-Treaſon, becauſe it tends to the diſſolv- 
ing of humane Society, for whatſoever offence doth ſo, is in 
the nature thereof High-Treaſon. „%% de. 

* Now for the third Degree of this particular Offence, 
* which is. that it is committed upon the King's Priſoner, who 
* was out of his own defence, and meerly in the King's Pro- 
© te&ion, and for whom the King and the State were a kind of 
« reſpondent; it isatbing that aggravates the Fault much, 
© for certainly (my Lord of Somerſet ) let me tell you this, 
that Sir Thomas Overbury is the firft Man that was Murther- 
ed in the Tower of London, ſave the Murther of the two young 
Princes, by the appointment of Richard the Third. | 

Thus much of the Offence, now to the Proofs. : 

© For the matter of Proofs, you may conſider that impoy- 
© ſonment, of all Offences is moſt ſecret, even ſo ſecret, that 
© if in all caſes of Impoyſonment, you ſhould require teſtimo. 
* ny, you ſhould as good proclaim impunity. 

© Who could have impeached Livia by teſtimony, for 
© the poyſoning of her Figs upon the Tree, which her Rus- 
© tand was wont to gather with his own Hands? Who could 


have mpeached Paraſeris, for the poyloning of the one fide 
| | 3 15 0K 
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* of the Knife ſhe carried with her, and keeping the other 


Xing JAMES the Fiſh, zar 


© fide clean, fo that her ſelf did eat of the ſame piece of Meat 


that they did, whom ſhe did impoyſon? 7 


© Theſe calesar& infinite, and*need not to be ſpoken of the 
© ſecrecy of impoyſonment: ButWiſemen muſt take upon them 
in theſe ſecret Caſes, Solomon's Spirit, that when there could 
be no Witneſſes, collected the Act by the Affection: But yet 
ve axe not at our cauſe, for that which your Lordſhips are to 
try, is not the Act of Impoyſonment, for that is done to your 


| © hands; all the World by Law is concluded to ſay, that 


© Overbury was poyſoned by Weſton, but the Queſtion before 
“you is, of the Procurement only, and as the Law termeth it, 
* as accefſary before the Fact, which abbetting is no more, 


burt to do or uſe any act or means which may aid, or conduct 


. 


to the Impoyſonment. | $4 "th 
So that it is not the buying, nor the making of the Poyſon, 


d nor the preparing, nor confeting, nor commixing of it. 
nor the giving or ſendine, or laying of the Poyſon, that are 


« the only Acts that do amount unto the abbetment; but if 


© there be any other act or means done, or uſed, to give op- 
© portunity of impoyſonment, or to facilitate the execution of 


it, or to ſtop dr divert any impediments that might hin- 
« der it, and that it be with an intention to accompliſh and 
atchieve the impoyſonment; all theſe are abbetments and 
© acceſſaries before the Fact. As for example, if there be any 
Conſpiracy to Murther a Man, as he journieth on the way by 
Invitation, or dy colour of ſome Buſineſs, and another taketh 


upon him to diſſwade ſome Friend of his Company, that 


ehe is not ſtrong enough to make his defence; and another 
© hath a part to hold him in talk till the firſt blow be given; 
© all theſe, my Lords, without ſcruple, are acceſſaries to th: 
* Murther, although none of them give the blow, nor aſſiſt to 


give the blow. | 


My Lords, He is not the Hunter alone, that lets flip the 
Dog upon the Deer, but he that lodgeth him, and hunts 
* him out, or ſets a train or trap for him, that he cannot 
* eſcape, or the like, But this, my Lords, little needeth in 
* this caſe, for ſuch a chain of acts of Impoyſonment as 
* this, I think, was never heard nor ſeen. And this much of 
© tne Nature ofthe Proofs, . . EE 

© To deſcend to the Proofs themſelves, I ſhall keep this 
© courſe. 8 JJ Mis Tor tt ind 
©. Firſt, I will make a Narration of the Fact it ſelf. 

_ © Secondly, I will break and diſtribute the Proofs, as they 
concern the Priſoner. And Ee not ag 

©Thirdly, According to the diftribution, I will produce 
them, and read them, to uſe them. So that there is nothing 

that I ſhall ſay, but your Lordſhip ſhall have three thoughts 
or Cogitations to anſwer it. : | 
Firſt, When I open it, you may take your aim. 

| : 23 


Secondly, 
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-* Secondly, When I diftribute it, you may prevent your an- 

© ſwers without confuſion. And / | "oy | * 
Laſtly, When I produce the Witneſſes, or the Examina · 

* tions themſelves, you may Again ruminate, and re- adviſe to 

make your defence. - | t 


And this I do, becauſe your memory and underſtanding | 
© may not be oppreſſed or overloaden with length of Evidence, 


© or with confuſion of order; nay more, when your Lordſvip 
© ſhallmake your anſwer in your time, I will put you in mind, 
© where cauſe ſhall be, of your omiſſion. * 

Firſt therefore, Sir Thomas Overbury for a time was known 
© to have great intereſt and ftrait friendſhip with my Lord of 
© Somerſet, both in his meaner Fortunes, and after, in ſo much 
© that he wasa kind of Oracle of Dire&ion unto him, and if 
* you will believe his own vaunt (being indeed of an inſolent 
„ and Thraſonical Diſpoſition ) he took upon him that 


the Fortunes, Reputation and Underſtanding of this Gentle- 


man (who is well. known to have an able Teacher) pro- 
ceeded from his Company and Counſel, and this Friendſhip 
© refted not only in converſation, and buſineſs at Court, but 
« likewiſe in communication of Secrets of State, for my Lord 
© of Somerſet, exerciſing at that time by His Majeſty's ſpecial 
_ © favour and truſt, the Office of Secretary, did not forbear to 
© acquaint Overbury with the King's Pacquets and Diſpatches 
from all parts of Spain, France, and the Lom Coumries; and 
this not by glimpſes, or now and then rounding in the Ear 
* for a Favour, but in a ſetled manner, Pacquets were ſent, 


© ſometimes opened by my Lord, ſometimes unbroken, unto 


* Overbury ; who peruſed them, copied them, regiſtred them, made 
© table talk of them, as they thought good. So I will undertake 
the time was, when Ove: b knew more of the Secrets of State, 
then the Council. Table did; nay, they were grown to ſuch in- 
. © wardneſs, as they made à Play of all the World beſides them - 
< (elves, ſo as they had Cyphers and Furgons for the King and 
Queen, and great Men of the Realm, things ſeldom uſed, but 
either by Princes and their Confederates, or at the leaſt by ſuch 
© as practice and work againft, or at the leaſt, upon Princes. 


© But underſtand me, my Lord, I ſhall not charge you with 


© diſloyalty at this day, only I lay this for a Foundation, that 
there was great communication of Secrets hetween you and Sir 
© Thomas 'Overbury, and that it had relation to matters of State, 
© and the great cauſes of this Kingdom. 5 
But my Lor de, as it is a Principle in Nature, that the beft 
things are in their corruption the worſt, and the ſweeteſt 
Wine maketh the ſoureſt Vinegar; ſo it fell out with them, 
© that this exceſs, as I may ſay, of Friendſhip, ended in mortal 
, © hatred on my Lord of Somerſet's part, 


I have heard my Lord Steward ſay ſometimes in the Chan- 


cery, that Froſt and Fraud end foul; and I may add a third, 
© and that is, the friendſhip of ill Men, which is truly 1 1 
| | — * 


. +" * * 
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« be conſpiracy, and not 2 For it fell out ſome twelve 
months or more before Overbuy his Impriſonment in the 
* Tower, that the Earl of Somerſet fell into an unlawful love to- 
* wards that unfortunate Lady, the Counteſs of Eſſex, and to 
. proceed to a Marriage with her: This Marriage and purpoſe 
ng. 4 ad Overbury, mainly impugne, under pretence to do the true 
de, part of a Friend, for that he accounted her an unworthy 
i * Woman. But the Truth was, Overbury, who ( to ſpeak 
* plainly ) had little that was ſolid for Religion, or moral 
© Vertue, but was wholly poſſeſt with ambition, and vain- 
glory, was loth to have any Partners in the favour of my 
Lord of Somerſer, and eſpecially not any of the Houle of the 
* Howards, againſt whom he had always profeſſed hatred and 

- © oppoſition. „ 


7 


* brags, that he had won him the Love of the Lady, by his 
Letters and Induſtry; ſo far was he from caſes of Con- 
e ſcience in this point. | | . 


© of this poor Gentleman, Overbury, might ſomewhat obliterate 
© his Faults, yet becauſe we are not upon point of civility, 


© ſtate of this Cauſe, Overbury was naught and corrupt; the 
© Ballads muſt be mended for that point. 15 


But to proceed, When Overbury ſaw that he was like to be no 


more poſſeſſor of my Lord's Grace, which he had poſſeſſed ſo 


long, and by whoſe greatneſs he had promiſed himſelf to do 


* wonders, and being a Man of an unbounded and jimpadent 
© ſpirit, he began not only to diſſwade, but to deter him from 


_ © the Love of that Lady; and finding him fixed, thought to 


find a ſtrong Remedy, and ſuppoſing that he had my Lord's 
© Head under his Girdle, in reſpect of communication of Se- 
* crets of State, or as he calls them himſelf, Secrets of Nature; 
© and therefore dealt violently with him, to make him deſiſt 
* with menaces of dlſcoyery, and the like: Hereupon grew 
two fireams of hatred upon Overbury, the one from the La- 
dy, in reſpe&@ that he croſſed her love, and abuſed her name 
© ( which are furies in Women) the other of a more deep 
* Nature, from my Lord of Somerſet himſelf, who was afraid 
of Overbury Nature, and if he did break from him and fly 
out, he would wind into him and trouble his whole Fortunes; 
I might add a third Stream of the Earl of Northampton's Am- 
* bition, who. defires to be firſt in favour with my Lord of 
« Somerſet, and knowing Overbury's Malice to himſelf, and to 
* his Houſe, thought that Man muſt be removed and cut off, 
p fo 3 it was reſolyed, and decreed, that Overbury 
mu le. | | N 


— 


| "© That was too weak, and they were ſo far from giving 
e | Z4 + e 


And, my Lords, that this is no ſiniſter conſtruction, 8 
appear to you, when you ſhall hear that Overbury made his 


And certainly, my Lords, howſoever the tragical miſery 


* but to diſcover: the face of Truth, before the face of Ju - 
© ſtice, for that it is material to the true Under ſtanding of the 


4 


: 
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© way to it, as they croſſed it; there reſted but two ways of 8 
© quarrel, Aſſault and Poyſon. For that of Aſſault, after 2 
« ſome propoſition and attempt, they paſſed from it, as a ; 
thing too open and ſubje& to more variety of ſhame; that ; 
« of Poyſon likewiſe was an hazardous thing, and ſubject to : 
many preventions and caution, eſpecially to ſuch a working * ? 
and jealous Brain as Overbury had, except he was firft faſt in / 
their hands: Therefore the way was fuſt to get him into a R 
Trap, and lay him up, and: they could not mis the Mark: : 
And therefore in execution of this Plot, it concluded that he 1 
© ſhould be deſigned to ſome Honourable Imployment in Fo- 7 
© reign Parts, and ſhould underhand by my Lord of Somerſet, 
be encouraged to refuſe it; and ſo upon contempt he ſhould 
pe laid Priſoner in the Tower, and then they thought he 5 
ſhould be cloſe enough, and Death ſhould be his Bail: Yet 
© were they not at their end, for they conſidered, that if 
© there were not a fit Lieutenant of the Tower for this pur- 
© poſe, and likewiſe a fir Underkeeper of Overbury : Firſt, 
© they ſhould meet with many impediments in the giving and 
© exhibiting of the Poyſon. Secondly, they ſhould be expoſed 
to note and obſervation, that might diſcover them: And 
© thirdly, Overbury in the mean time might write clamorous 
© and furious Letters to his Friends, and to all might be dit- 
appointed. And therefore the next Link of the Chain 
was to diſplace the then Lieutenant Wade, and to place Telvis, 
. © a principal Abbettor in the Impoiſonmeat, to diſplace Cary 
t that was Underkeeper in Wades time, and to place Weſton, 
that was the Actor in the Impoyſonment. And this was | 
done in ſuch a while, that it may appear to be done as it 
< were in a Breath. | | 3 
Then when they had this poor Gentleman in the Tower, 
* Cloſe Priſoner, where he could not eſcape, nor ſtir, where he 
could not feed, but by their hands, where he could not 
< ſpeak or write, but through their Trunks, then was the 
< time to act the laſt Part of his Tragedy. 
© Then muſt Franchim, the Purveyor of the Poyſons, pro- 
cure five, ſix ſeven ſeveral Poyſons, to be ſure to hit his 
| * complexion: Then muft Mrs. Turner, the Lay-Miſtreſs. of 
N the Poyſons, adviſe what works at preſent, and what at di- 
Pp «* ftance : Then muſt Wejton be the Tormentor, and chaſe.him 
- with Poyſon atter Poyſon, Poyſon in Salt meats, Poyſon in 
1 < Sweet-meats, Poſan in Medicines and Vomits, until at laſt 
: © his Body was almoſt come by uſe of, Poyions, to the 
dState of Mibt. idates by the uſe Treac e, and Preſerva- 
tives, that the force of the Veſens was blunted upon him; 
Meſten con ſeſſing, when be was chid for not diſpatching him, 
+ that he had given him enough to poyſon twenty Men. 
And laſtly, Be cauſe all this asked time, courſes were ta- 
©* ren by Swrerjet, both to divert a'l the true means of Over- | 
* baty's delivery, and to cntertain him wih continual Letters, 
f partly 


* 


which 1 have ſummarily recited. 
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© partly with hopes and proteſtations for his delivery, and part 


ly with other Fables and Negotiations, ſomewhat like ſome 


* kind, of Perſons which keep in a Tale of Fortune-telling, 
© when they have a felonious Intent to pick their Pockets 
and Puſes. And this is the true Narration of this act, 
Now for the Diftribution of the Proofs, there are four 
© heads to prove you guilty, whereof two are precedent to 
© the Impoyſonmentr, the third is preſent, and the fourth is fol- 


© Jowing or ſubſequent; for it is in Proofs,as it is in lights, there 


* is a direct light, and there is a reflection of light, and a 
* double hght. mY 


The firft head or proof is, That there was a. root. of 


_ © Bitterneſs, a mortal Malice or hatred mixed with a deep and 


* bottomleſs Miſchief, that you had to Sir Thomas Oyerbury, 
The ſecond is, That you were the prineipal Actor, and 

©. had your hand in all thoſe acts, which did conduee to the 

© Impoyſonment, and gave opportunity to effect ir, without 

© which the Impoyſonment could never have been, and. which 

© could ſeem to tend to no other end, but to the Impoy- = 
* The third is, That your hand was in the very Impoy- 

© ſonment it elf, that you did direct Poyſon, and that you 


did deliver Poyſon, and” that you did continually hearken to 


* the Succeſs of the Impoyſonment, and that you ſpurred jt 
on, and called for diſpatch, when you thought it linger- 
"YE COR | 5 8 
And laſtly. That you did all things alter the Tmpoyſon- 
* ment which may detect a guilty Conſcience for this ſmo- 
* thering of it, and the avoiding of puniſhment for it, which 
© can be but of three kinds. a | a 

© That you ſuppreſſed, as much as in you was, teſtimony; 
that you did detace, deſtroy, clip and mildate all Writings 
© that might give light to the Impoyſonment; and you 
* did flye to the Altur of guiltineſs, which is a Pardon of 
6 * and a Pardon for your (elf, and not for your 
CL EEE ce a e . 
In this, my Lord, I convert my Speech unto you, be+ 
© cauſe I would have you alter the Points of your Charge, 
© and ſo make your defence the better. And two of , theſe 
Heads I have taken to my ſelf, and left the other to the 
* King's two Serjeants. OY ; 

© For the firſt main part, which is the mortal Malice coup- 
© led with fear, that was in you, to Sir Thomas Overbury, al- 
though vou did palliate it with a great deal Hypocriſie and 
Diſſimulation, even to the very End, I will prove it, my 
© Lord Steward, the root of this Hate, was that which coſt 
many a Man's Lite, that is, fear of dilcovering Secrets, 
* I ſay, of Secrets of a dangerous and high Nature; where- 
in the Courte that I will hold, ſhall be this, 1 


( 
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II will thew that a Breach and Malice was betwixt my 
© my Lord and Overbury, and that it burſt forth into violent 

© threats and menaces, on both ſides, . | 
© Secondly, That theſe Secrets were not of a light, but of 

* an high nature, I will give you the Elevation of the Pole, 

they were ſach, as my Lord of Somerſet had made a Vow, 

© that Overbury ſhould neither live in Court, nor Country 


that he had likewiſe opened himſelf ſo far, that either he or 


© bimſelſ muſt 4 for it: and of Overburys part he had threat- 
* ned my Lor 
© ſhould never die, but that be would leave him the moſt odious 
* Man inthe World: And further, that my Lord was like enough 
© to repent, where Overbury wrote, which was in the Tower of 
© London ; he was a Prophet in that, ſo there is the higheſt of 
© the Secret. EL pys 
© Thirdly, I will ſhew you that all the King's buſineſs. was 


by my Lord, put into Overburys Hands, ſo as there is work 


© enough for Secrets whatſoever ;, they writ them, and like 


Princes they had confederates, their Cyphers and their F. 


© ons. Ps ; 
And Laftly, I will ſhew you that it was but a Toy, to 
i * Malice was only in reſpect he ſpake diſhonourably 
of the Lady, or for doubt of breaking the Marriage, for 
© that Overbury was Coadjutor to that love, and the Lord of 


© Somerſes was as deep in ſpeaking ill of the Lady as Overbury ; 


* and again, it was too late for that Matter, for the bargin 
© of the Match was then made, and paſt ; and if it had been 
© no more than to remove Overbury for diſturbing the Match, 
it had been an eaſie matter to have landed over Overbury, 
for which they had a fair way, but that would not ſerve. 


And Laſtly, Periculum periculo vincitur, to go ſo far as an 
* Impoyſonment, muſt have a deeper malice then flaſhes, for 


© the Cauſe muſt have a Proportion to the Effect... 
For the next general Head or Proof, which. conſiſts in the 
Akts e or middle Acts, they are in eight ſeveral 
points of the Compaſs, as I may term them 
Firſt, There were divers devices and projects to ſet 
Overburys Head en work, to diſpatch him, and overthrow 
© him, plotted between the Counteſs of Eſſex, and the Earl 
© of Somerſet, and the Earl of Northampton, before they fell 


© upon the Impoyſonment, for always before Men fix upon 


© a courſe of Miſchicf, there will be ſome rejection; but dye 


he muſt, one way or other. this 
© Secondly, That my Lord of Jomerſet was principal Pra- 
< iſer, I muſt ſpeak it, in a moſt perfidious Manner; to ſet 
© a Trap and Train for Overbury, to get bim into the Tower, 
_ © without which they durft not attempt the Impoyſonment. 
* Thirdly, That the placing of the Lieutenant Telvis, one 


* ſet. = 
7 Fourth - 


* 


of the Impoyſoners, was done by my Lord of Somer. 


that whetber he did live or die, my Lord's ſbame 


ed 
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Fourthly, That the placing of Veſton the Underkeeper, 
* who was the principal Impoyſoner, and the diſplacing” of 
Cary, and the doing all this within the ſpace of fifteen Lune 
after Overbury's commitment, was by the means and coun- 
* tenance of my Lord of Somerſet: And theſe were the active 
© 1Inftruments of the Impoyſonment, and this was a Buſineſs - 
* the: Ladies power could not reach unto. _ 

© Fifthly, That becauſe there muſt be a cauſe of this Tra- 
* gedy to be act, and chiefly, becauſe they would not have 
the Poyſons work upon the ſudden, and for that the ſtrength 
of Overbury's Nature, on the very cuſtom of receiving the 
* Poyſous into his Body, did overcome the Poyſons that they 
* wrought not ſo faſt ; therefore Overbury muſt be held in 
the Tower, as well as he was laid in; and as my Lord of 
* Somerſet got him into the Trap, ſo he keeps him in, and 
* abuſeth him with continual hope of liberty, but diverted all 
the true and effectual means of his liberty, and makes light 
* of his ſickneſs and extremities, ,_ At 
Sixthly, That not only the Plot of getting 'Overbury into 

the Tower, and the Devices to hold and keep hi re, 
© but the ſtrange manner of the cloſe keeping of him, be- 
ing in but for a” Contempt, was by the device and means 
* of my Lord of Somerſet, who denied his Father to ſee him, 
denied his Servants that offered to be ſhut up cloſe Priſoners 
© with him, and in effect handled it fo, that he made him cloſe 


- *© Priſoner to all his Friends, and expoſed to all his Ene- 


mies. | LOT 
FSFeventhly, That all the Advertiſements the Lady received 
from time to time, from the Lieutenant or Wefton touching 
© Overbury's ſtate of Body and Health, were ever ſent nigh 
to the Court, though it were in progreſs, and that from 
© my Lady, ſuch a thirſt and liſtening he had to hear that 
J prog - Fr 
' © Laftly, That there was a continual Negotiation to ſet 
© Overbury's Head on work, that he ſhould make ſome to 


| « clear the Honour of the Lady, and that he fhould be a 


good Inftrument towards her, and her Friends, all which 
was but Entertainment: For your Lordſhips ſhall ſee divers 
of my Lord of Nortbampton's Letters ( whoſe Hand was deep 
in this Buſineſs) written, I muſt ſay in dark words and 
* claules, that there was one thing pretended; - and another 
thing intended. That there was areal Charge, and ſome- 
© what not real, a main drift and diſhmulation: Nay, fur- 
© ther, there be ſome paſſages which the Peers in their wi 
* doms will diſcern, to point directly at the Poyſonment. 


After this ſpeech of Sir Francis Bacon s, Somerſets Tryal 
roceeded, in which things appear'd ſo foul, that he was 
found guilty by his Peers; and received Sentence of Death : 
After which, notwithſtanding, that ſevere Imprecation a | 
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the Kings before-mentioned, ( wiſhing, That if be ſpar'd any 


that were found guilty,” That the Curſe of GO D might light on 
bim and bis Poſterity for ever) yet both the Earl and his Coun. 
teſs (after having been found guilty ). found the Kings 
Mercy; and were ( after ſome time of Impriſonment in the 
the Tower) ſet at Liberty, holding their Lives by a Leaſe 
of the Kings Will; living in a private and almoſt obſcure 
Condition : Being for many years a Living Example, That 
no Happineſs can be truly Eftabliſh'd but on the Foun- 


dation of Juſtice. For that Love that made them break 


through all oppoſitions, either by her declining to ſome New 
Object (as was the common Rumour, ) on his inclining to 
| Relutancy for the old) grew ſo weak, that it pined away, 
and they lived long after ( tho' in one Houſe) as Strangers 
one to another. (For the Earl lived Twenty Four years after, and 
ſaw his Daughter Married to the late Duke of Bedford, who was 
the Mother of many worthy Children; whereof the Great 
Lord Ruſſ-!, the Father of the preſent Duke of Bedford, who 
was beheaded in King Charles the Second's Reign, was one. ) 
The Counteſs died before the Earl. And her Death was as Infa- 
mous as her Life : His was without Fame ; the obſcurity of 
the reſt of his Life, darkning the Splendor of it. And tho' 
. the died as it were in a corner, yet the loathſomeneſs of it 
made it as Conſpicuous as on the Houſe-top.: For that part 
of her Body which had been the receptacle of her Sin, grew 
| rotten 3 and, tho ſhe never had but one Child, yet the Liga- 


ments failing, it fell down, and was caſt away in flakes, with 


2 moſt Nauſeous and putrid Savour ; which to augment, 
ſhe would raul her ſelf in her own Ordure. in her Bed, and 
took delight in it. Thus her Affections varied: For no- 
thing could be found ſweet enough to augment her Beauties at 
firſt, and nothing ſtinking enough to decipher her Loathſome- 
neſs at laſt, Let none think the Expreſſions ate too ſharp, 
for they are to illuſtrate the Glory ot. Divine Juſtice, who in 
his Juft Ballances. often makes our Puniſhments of Equal 
weight with our Sins, e ee 

As to the Earl, with repect to his Perſon. he was rather 
well compacted than tall; his Features aud Favoux comely 


and handſome, rather than Beautitul; the hair of his Head 


flaxen, that of his Face tinctur'd with Yellow, of the Sycam- 
brian Collour: In his own nature of a gentle Mind, and at- 
fable Diſpoſition; having Publick Aﬀettions till they were 


all ſwallowed up in this Gulph of Beauty, which did preci- 


pitate him into theſe dangerous Contrivances: For that which 
made his Friendſhip falſe, diverted his Publick Affections to 
his Private Intereſt; and when he found himſelt guilty of 
what he thought might ruine him, he grew covetous to heap 
that together which he thought might preſerve him. So that 
at one breach that our Corruptions make, many Miſchiefs 


follow in the Crowd. And if he had not met with ſuch a 


Woman, 


. ˙ Oo wo lr el 
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Woman, he might have been a good Man. But Trials and 
ſtrong Temptations Enhance the Price of Vertuez and the 
Rronger the Oppolition, the more Noble the Combat: But 
to de overcome, debaſeth a Man the more, by how much 
his Fall is the greater. — But we are call'd to attend the 
next New Favourite; for enough has been ſaid of Somerſet. 

 Somerſet's Fall, made way for the New Favourites riſe : 
For now Sir George Villers reigns with any Controul, riſing 


in Honour, as well as ſwelling in Pride: Breaking out of 


thoſe modeſt Bounds that formerly had impaled him, into 

the high-way of Pride and Scorn, turning out, and putting 
in, all he pleaſed : Made firſt Earl, and then Marqueſs, and 
afterwards Duke of Buckingham, as great. in Title as in Fayour : 


And lying thus in the Kings Boſom, Every Man paid Tribute 


to his Smiles: For Worceſter was bought off to make him 


Maſter of the Horſe, and Norzinzham, that famous Admiral 


againſt the Spanſh Invaſion in Eighty Eight, was bought off 
to make him Admiral: And what may not this Man have, 
who is not only Maſter of his Horſe and of his Ships, but ot 
his Heart alſo ? His Mother is created a' Counteſs by Patent ; 


| her Eldeſt Son firſt made Sir hn Villers, after Viſe um Pur- 


beck, married to the Daughter and Heir of the Lady Elizabeth 
Hatton, by Sir Edward Cook; a Lady of Tranicending Beauty, 
but accus d for wantonneſs. Purbeck not well able to look 
down from theſe great Heights, got a dizzineſs in his head, 


Wich confin'd him to a dark Room, it being given out that 


he was mad; but the matter was, That he had more Wit 


and Honeſty than all the Kindred beſide, and kept his Brother 


within ſome Bounds of Honefty and Modeſty, While he liv'd 
about him, and would ſpeak plain Engliſh to him when he ſaw 
there was occaſion ; For which Plainneſs, when they had no 
Colour to put him from his Brother, they praiſed to make 
him mad. And thought that the beſt way to bring that wick- 
ed Stratagem to effect, was by Countenancing his Wife againſt 
him, in her lewd way of Living. And hen Purbeck on a 
pretence of Madneſs was thus put from Court, none are ad- 
mitted to be great with Buckingham but Bawds and Paralites, 
and tuch as humour'd him in his unchaſte Pleaſures ; ſo 
that ſince his ficſt being a; pretty harmleſs affable Gentleman, 
he grew inſolent, cruel, and a Monſter not to be Endur'd, | His 
other Brother, was alſo firft made Sir Chriſtopher Villers, and 
afterwards created Earl of Angleſey, whoſe Honour mix'd with 
a weak Brain, cou'd not buoy him up from tinking into that di- 
ſemper that drowns the beſt Wits. His Siſter alſo oon after 


ſmnined in the ſame Sphere of Honour with his Mother, her 


Husband being from a Priva'e Gentleman made” Earl of Den- 


bigb. And ſo ſure were all his Relations of Honour and Pre- 


ferment, that happy was that Man that coud get a | inſwo. 


man; ' for it was the next way to ſome thriving Office, or 
. ſome new ſwelling Title. So that the King, who never much 


cared 
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cared for Women, ( he having other Recreations ) had his 
Court ſwarming with Buckingbam's Kindred; ſo that even 
the little ones would dance up and down the Privy Lodgings 
like Pharies; and to be ſure it was no ſmall Sap chat d 
maintain all thoſe Sukers. 1 
Take this further notable inſtance of the influence of Buck. 
ingbam in all matters: Sir Henry . Lord Chief Juſtice, 
laid down twenty thouſand pound for the Office of Lord 
Treaſurer, (for now any thing might be had for money) and 
yet notwithſtanding this great Sum, before the Year was out, 
it was conferr'd upon Sir Lionel Cranfield; the Pretence for 
chis was, that he having been a Citizen of London bred up in 
the Cuſtom-Houſe, and knowing the Secret Contrivances of 
thoſe Officers, was thought fitteſt to manage the Kings Re- 
venus: But the true reaſon of his Advancement to this Of- 
ſice was, That he had married one of Buckingham's Kinſ- 
women; which preſently after caus d him to be made Earl of 
Middleſex. But the _ Reader will perhaps wonder what Satis- 
faction was made to the Lord Chief Juftice for his twenty 
thouſand pounds ; why as to that, he was for his Money 
made a Precedent, as ſome jeſted : The King finding him a Man 
intelligent in all the great Affairs of State, made him Lord 
Preſident of the Council, Viſcount Mandevile, and Earl of 
ae and after the death of ¶ ocreſter, was Lord Privy 


But tho Buckingham in appearance acted all theſe Removes 
and Advancements, yet his Mother the Counteſs was the Se- 
cret Spring that mov'd all; for her hand was in all Tranſ- 
actions both of Church and Sate; and ſhe muſt needs know 
the Diſpoſition of all things, when ſhe had a feeling of every 
Mans Pulſe: For moſt Addreſſes were made to her firſt, and 
by her convey'd to her Son, for he looked after his Pleaſure 
more than his Profit; which made Gondemar write Joakingly 
in his Diſpatches into Spain, That there was never more hope 
of England's Conyerſion to Rowe, than now; for there were 
more Prayers and Oblations offer'd here to the Mother than 
ro the Jon. | . "4 ; 0 

Nor was it without Reaſon, for the Marquis ( for he was 
not yet made a Duke) had other Buſineſs to do; the Court- 
ing of Ladies was a great part of his Province; for as he 


was a Man of Excellent Symmetry and Proportion of Parts 


himſelf; ſo he affected Beauty where he found it; but yet 
took'd upon the whole Race of Women as inferiour things 
and uſed them as if the Sex were one, beſt pleas'd with all. 
And if his Eye culld out a wanton Beauty, he had his 
Setters that cou'd ſpread his Nets, and point a Meeting 
at ſome Ladies Houſe, where he ſhould come as by accident, 
and find Acceſs, while all his Train attended at the 
Door, as if it were an honourable Viſit. Nay, the King him- 
ſelf wou'd be ſerviceable to him in his lewd Amours; — 
| ; | t 
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that the Reader may not (peak without Book, I will inſtance 


in two Examples: Firſt, The King entertain d Sir John Crofts 


and his Daughter, a Beautiful Lais, at New Marker, cauling 
them to fit at Table with the King; which he did that Buck. 
ingham might have the better opportunity to Vitiate her. 
e Second Inftance is Mrs. D Gawdy, a rare Creature 
indeed; King James carried Buckingham to Culford, that he 
might have his Will on that Beauty: But Sir Nicholas Bacon's 
Sons, convey'd her out of a Wiadow into a Private Chamber, 
over the Leads, and ſo diiappointed the Duke of his wicked 
purpoſe. In which cleanly Conveyance, Sir Edward Peyton 
aſſiſted, from whom I had the Stor xe 1 
The Earl of Rutland, of a Noble Family, had but one 
Daughter to be the Heireſs of his great Fortune, and he 
tempts her, carries her to his Lodgings in White-Hall, keeps 
her there for ſome time, and then returns her back again 
to her Father. Upon which, the Stout Old Earl ſent him a 
threatning Meſſage, That he had too much of a Gentleman 
to ſuffer ſuch an Indignity 3 and if he did not marry his 
Daughter, to repair her Honour, no Greatneſs ſhould prote& 
him from his Juftice. Buckingham, that perhaps made it his 
Deſign to get the Fathers _ Will this way, ( being the 
greateſt Match® in the Kingdom) had no reaſon to miſlike 
the Union; therefore he quickly ſalved up the Wound, be- 
fore it grew to a Quarrel: And if this Marriage cou'd have 
ſtopt the Current of his Sins of this kind, he had had the 
leſs to anſwer for. But many other Adventures of this Na- 
ture ſhewed the contrary. Yet let us leave him a while ta 
purſue his Pleaſures ; of which Dancing was one, he bei 
an Excellent Dancer, which perhaps was one of his Chi 


| Accompliſhments 3 and which, by his frequent uſe of it, he 


brought ſo much in Faſhion, that the King allow'd of it as 


a Sabbath-Day Exerciſe, 


For ſome of the Biſhops, pretending Recreations and Liber- 
ty to Servants, and the Common People, (of which they 
were always ready to carve themſelves too much) procured 
the King to put out a Proclamation to 22 Dancing a- 
bout May- poles, Church-Ales, and ſuch debauched Exerciſes 
upon the Sabbath Day after Evening Prayer, ( being a ſpecious 
way to make the King and them acceptable to the Mobb) 
which Book or Proclamation came out with a Command En- 


joyning all Miniſters to read it to their Pariſhioners, and to 


approve of it; and thoſe that did not, were brought into the 
High-Commiſſion, impriſoned, and ſuſpended: It being in- 
deed no other than a Trap to catch Conſcientious Men, which 
they could no otherwiſe, with all their Cunning, inſnare. For 


they would preach the Goſpel in a Feol' Coat, (as ſome of 


them Expreſs d it) rather than be filenc'd for a Surplis ; nei- 
ther cou'd the Signing with the Croſs in Baptiſm, or the Cir- 
cle of the Ring in Marriage, make a well compoſed _—_ 


LOO 


before it; all times being now alike, This is matter of Fact; 


diant a Luſtre, that 


= —_— — rr 
and a ſound Conſcience ſtart at it. But when ſo frightfut 
an Apparition as the Dancing - Boot appeared, many of the moſt 
ſober and Orthodox Minifters left their Benefices rather than 
comply therewith. It was theſe and ſuch- like Machinationg 
of the Biſhops, to maintain their Temporal Greatneſs, Eaſe 
and Plenty, that made the very Stones in the Walls of their 
Palaces, and Beams in the Timber, afterwards cry out, mol- 
der away, and come to nothing: Whereas if thoſe in moſt 
Authority had not been ſo Pragmatical, but holy, prudent, 
and pious Men, (as ſome of them then were, and as moſt of 
them now ate) their Light had not then gone out as it did, 
offenſive to the Noſtrils even of the Rubbiſh of the People. 
And now as the King by his Book of Sports had recom- 
mended the Prophaning of the Sabbath to the People, ſo he 
put it in Practice himſelf, for if the Court were to remove on 
Munday, the Kings Carriages muſt go out on the Lord's Day 


for the Court being to remove toTheobalds the next Day, the Car- 
riapes went through the City of London on the Sabbath, with a 2 
great deal of Clatter and Noiſe in the time of Divine Service. | 
The Lord Mayor hearing of it, commanded them to be ſtopt: 

Upon which, the Officers of the Carriages went with a great 

deal of Violence, and loud Complaints to the Court; and the 

matter being preſented to the King with as muth Aſperity as 

Men in Authority ( crofſed in their Humours) cou'd ex- 

preſs it; It put the King into a great Rage, Swearing be thought 

there had been no more Kings in England but bimſeif; but aſter he 


Was a little cooled, he ſent a Warrant to the Lord Mayor,; com- 


manding him to let them paſs: Which the Lord Mayor obey- 
ed with this Anſwer, While it was in my Lower, 1 did my Duty; 
but that being taken away by 4 higher Power, it is my Duty 10 
But our following the Kings Favourites ſo faſt, has caus'd 
us to make too much haſte; and omit the Relation of the 
Death of Prince Henry, which happened in the year 1612. 
A Prince as Eminent in Nobleneſs of Mind, as in Blood; 
having a Spirit too full of Life and Splendor, to be ſhrouded in 


2 Cloud of Fleſh: If that which gave Life to his Life had 


been leſs, it might have happily continu'd longet: Not that 
there was too much Oyle, or that concurrent natural Bal- 
ſamum in this fair and well-compoſed Lamp, to Extinguiſh 
it ſelf : But the Light that came from it might caſt ſo ra- 

(by darkning others ) it came to.loſe the 
benefit of its own glory. Jealouſie is like a Fire that burns 
all before it, and that fire is hot enough to diflolve all 
Bonds that tends to the Diminution of a Crown. The 
Prince of Span (his Con'emporary ) Soa to Philip the Se- 
cond, not long before this, like a young Phaeton, wild 


 himſclf but one Day in his Fathers Throne, and he fell not 
long after into the hard hand of an Immature Fate, before he 


. cou'd 


4 con d ſtep into the Chariot. So. dangerous are the#Par! s "._ 
ft of Greatneſs, that the Tongue many times rouling aſide, 
t makes Men tread awry. Strange Rumours. were raisd upon 
I” this ſudden [Expiration of the Prince; a Prince that was the | 
ſe Darling of the People, and whom all Europe expected to be 1 
ir the Promoter of ſome great and Famous Action, becauſe his 1 
1. Inclination was bent to Military Affairs above bis Lears: 
ſt He alſo ſhew'd a great Maturity of Judgment, in matters of 
t. State, diſcourſing (above the rate of his Years) of the moſt 
of Arduous Affairs, and making choice of the Ableſt Company. 
d, i which he much delighted in, and of whom he would take Ad- 
Vice and Counſel. This Ripeneſs of Judgment, and Dexte - 
Ne rity in Military Aflairs, (being very expert in forming the : 
i WU Models of any fort of Battles) ftirr'd up the natural Fear | 
gl of King James, and made him think he might be ready for 41 
y the Crown, before he was willing to part with it, Some that | 
; knew the Bickerings between the Prince and the then Vi- 
r. count Kochefter, muttered qut dark Sentences, that durſt not | N 
g „look into the Light; eſpecially Sir Fames. Elpbington, who - ' = 
e. (obſerving the Prince to be one day diſcontented with the — 
$4 Viſcount ) offered to kill him; but the Prince reprovd him 
at with a Noble Spirit, ſaving, If there were Cauſe, he wou'd' do 
e it bimſelf . However it was, the Phyſicians about the Prince, | 
as gave it under their hands, that he died of a Strong Malignant | 
X Feaver, (and ſuch are all violent Diſſolutions, where Nature | 
bt | hath power of Reſiſtance } that his Liver was pale and livid, 
le dead-lixe, the Gall had no Gall, but was full of Wind, the 
Ne Spleen was unnaturally. black, and the Lungs. in many place 
* ſpotted with much Corruption, the Midriff or D:athragn4 
53 blackiſh, and the Head in ſome places full of Blood, and in 
lo ſome places full of clear Water. Thus was he Anatomized 
. to amuze the World, and clear the ſuſpition of Poyſon, as if no 
'd Venoms cou'd produce theſe Effects. He died the Sixth of 
ne i November, and was carried in a Hearſe ( Triumphing even 
2. in Death) to Veſtminſter, the ſeventh of December fol- 
; lowing; the Pomp of the Funeral being fully compleated 
in with the People's Tears and Lamentations; who truly mourn'd 
ad for the Loſs of fo brave a Prince. But tho' the People 
- mourn'd, the Court went not into Mourning, the-King-com- 
TL. 


manding the Contrary ; and he wou'd have it believ'd-'ro- 
ſh proceed from the greatneſs of his Sorrow; which was ſo in- 
tenſe, that he wou'd have nothing in his Eye to bring ſo fad 
'a Mefage to his Heart. But the ſecret and true reaſun 
ns was, That 1 wag Feaſting and, Magnificence of the Ap- 
all proac hing Chriſtmas might not be laid aſide. ; 


ne Soon after the Prince's Funeral, follow'd the Lady Eliza- 
7 beth's Wedding, who was married to the Prince Elector Pala. 
bo tine of the Rhine, with all the Pomo and Grandeur that ths ' 
0 


Court could Expreſs; tho it proved to her but a very unfor- 
he tunate Match: Of which we ſhall have (ccaſion to ſpeak 
d e, SP EE | b 
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In the year 1618. A-blazing Comet appeared in Libra, 
whole bearded Beams covered the Virgin-Sign : It began the 
18th of November, and diſ-appear'd. 16th of December follow- 
ing; making in 28 Days Motion its Circumgyration over moſt 
parts of the Known World; extending its radiant Locks (by 
the Obſeryation of Aſtronomers ) ſometimes forty five degrees 
in e. What was preſaged hereby, was variouſly con- 
jeckur d; dur certain it is they make not their Courſe in 
vain. And the common Lot of Mortality (Death) taking 
hold of Queen Anne ſoon after, the Common People, who 
naturally admire their Princes, ard place them in a Region 


above ordinary Mortals, thought this great Light in Heaven 


was ſent as a Flambeau to her. Funeral; their dark Minds 
not diſcovering that while this Blaze was burning, the Eire 


of War broke out in Bobemia, wherein many Thouſands 


periſhed. ——— As to Queen Anne, tho'-ſhe Was none of 
the moſt Celebrated Vertues, yet ſome grains of Allowance 


ought to be given her: For tho the King ſometimes gave her a 


Vitit ; yet he never _lodg'd a Night wich her for many years, 
for his faculty lay another way, being more addicted to the 
love of Men than Women; ſo that eren when his Favou- 


1 _ rites married, the beat of his Affections abated: Being 


therefore as it were left alone by the King, it is not to be 
wonder d at that ſhe Endeavour'd to give her ſelf what con · 
tent ſhe could in her own Houſe, with ſuch Recreations as 
might while away the time, and not make it ſeem tedious 


to her. And conſidering her Station, ſhe was not tempted | 


from that height ſhe ſtood on, to Embroil her Spirit with 


things below her: Nor carry on deſigns againft the Intereſt _ 
of the Nation, as her Succeſſor: did. Inſtead of which, 
Queen Anne was more addicted to her Pleaſures; But at 


ft, laying alide all thoſe Stately footings in Court-Dances 
which the had trod, her Beauty being faded, her ſtrength fai- 


ling, her Youth” metamorphes'd. to Age, and her Health to 


+ 4 


wy 


Sickneſs, 


© onto the Grav?'s dark Houſe ſhe did deſcend, 
A4ud all ber Prifline Glories bad an end, - | 


— 


Af er ber Death, the King was ſo good natur d, as to 


write the following Copy of Verſes upon her, with his own 
hand, which 1 have inſerted out of an Ancient Manu- 


Thee to invite, the Great GOD ſent bis Star; n 
upoſe Friends and nearejt Kin, good Prirces are. : - 
ho tho they run the Race of Man, and dye, 0 

Deaib ſerves but 10 refine+teir Majeſty : wy 


Fo 
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4, So ud n Qteen from hence her Court remote, 

he AA left of Earth, to be Enthron'd Above : . „ 

a She's chang, not Dead; for ſure no good: Prince dies; N 

Jis But like the Sun, does only Set, to Riſes ee. 3 
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n- We have already made mention of the Lady Elizabeth, e 
the Kings Daughter, and her being married to the Prince 


Electar Palatine; it will, nos be neceffary ro mention how 4: 5 

that Prince, by. relying on the Power and Aſſiſtance of his 
Father-in-Law, was ſhamefully ruin'd by the Cowardice of 
the King, to ſay no worſe. | Bor the better underftanding_ 
of which, tis neceſſary to acquaint the Reader with that which 
was the occaſion. thereof; which I ſhall do with as much Wm 
brevity as, the matter will admit: For tho theſe things were 1 
publickly tranſacted in the Face of the World, yet the Con- NO 

ſequences of them had a mighty influence into the Secret 


- 


Hiſtory. of this Reign, - - „ 
The Houſe of Auſtria having à long time feather'd their SY 
Mefts with the Eagle's PJumes, grew formidable to the 3 
Princes and States of Germazy : And becauſe the Popes hass 
ſhrewdly plum d-ſome of their Predeceſſors, till they had 
wreſted moſt part of Ita from t he Empire, they were con- 
tent to maintain their Grandeur by the Popes Power, and tog 
ingratiate themſelves the more with that Ponriff, became great 
Perſecutors of the Reformed Religion. . s 


— 
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A little before this time, Ferdinand,” (who was Unc'es Son 
to Mathias the Emperour) was crowned Ring of Biberia, with ., | 4 
this Reſervation, that he ſhould not Exerciſe; the Poxer of —_ 4... 
2 King, as long as the old, Emperour lived, This kind of i. 
crowning of Kings one in the life of another, was the great © © 
Cha'n, that (Link by Link ). held the Empire, and the tb. 
Kingdoiffs of Hungerie and Babemia together, in the Auſtrian > 
Family; ſo that the States of either Kingdom could not, or 1 
durſt not exert their Strength to ſhake em aſunder. The 
Emperour kept his Court at Hienns, and King Ferdinand his 
Court at Gietz in ui; ſo. that the Goverment of Babe- 
mia reſted in ſuch Counſellors as the Emperous Matthias let 


— 
* 
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tliere for the Managment of Publick Affairs. . 
| But here it is to be noted that the Bohemians at this time, 


| as well as their Anceſtors before, had ſhaken off the Popiſh . 

' Tyranny; with all the Romiſh Hereſies and Idolatries; fo ." 
that Ziſca, the famous Captain of the Followers of Fons Hufes e 
the Martyr, had about an hundred years” before, in many : Ns 
Battels ( in oppoſition to the Popiſh Tyranny ) over-thrown- -— 
the Emperour Sigiſmond. But King Ferdinand was a Zealous , - 
Maintainer of the Popiſh Supremacy and Uſurpations, in Re- 


ligion, as well as Tyranny. So that at this time theſe Coun- ” "A 3 
ſellors and Miniſters with the Archbiſhop of Prague, vie  _ © 


lently broke out, not only to demoliſh the Protcftant Churer 
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ches, ( contrary to the Liberty of "Conſcience, which was 


— 


granted them by Rodolph in the year 1609.) but by the 

help of the Jeſuites, always the bitter Enemies of the Pro- 

teſtants, ftrov2 to undermine their Religion itſelf. 
The Proteſtant States and Nobles of the Countrey, ſum- 


moning an Aſſembly, to redreſs their Grievances, were op- 


poſed. by ſome of the Emperour's Miniſters of State, the very 
day of their Meeting; which exaſperated them to ſuch a 


- height of Paſſion, (being back d with ſome Forces they brought 
with them for their Security) that they threw Slabata, the 


Emperour's Chief Juſtice, Smeſenfius, one of the Council of 
State, and Fabricius, a Pragmatical Secretary, from a high 


Window. in the Caſtle, down into the Court, though ſome 
of them took little hurt, but livd long after. I his raſh 


Action the Bohemians ſtrove to palliate by Apoloęies to the 
Emperour, but at the ſame time, to prevent the worſt, ſtrengch- 


ened themſelves with new Levies voth of Horſe and Foot, the 


better to ſecure their own Peace; baniſhing thoſe Firebrands 


the Jeſuites out of Prague, whoſe malicious and diftemper'd 
- Zeal fi: it kindled the Flame. The Emperour hearing of theſe 
Miſchiets, raiſes an Army under the Command of Count Buc- 


quy; and the Proteſtant States finding the Emperour Ex- 
aſperated, raiſe two Armies, one commanded by Count Thurn, 


the other hy Count Mansfeildt; ſome Bickerings paſt between 


the Imperial Army and the Bohemi ins, and ſome Towns ta- 


ken — ſides; but in the heat of this Stir; the old Em- 
perour dies. $a | 5 


Ferdinand, King of Hungaria and Bobemia, and adopted Heir 
of old Mutbias the Emperour, meeting (after Summons) at 
Frankford, with the three Electots of Menty, Cologn, and Tre- 


- vers, and only with the Repreſentatives of the other three 
Electors, the Church carried it for him, and he was choſen 
King of the Romans, The States of Bebomia diſclaim'd the 


Ele 


ion as invalid, becauſe he could not be an Elector him- 
ſelf, as King of Bobemia, he having never been actually 


in poſſeſſion of the Cron. And-tho' thei? diſſent cou'd 


not leſſen Ferdinands Election to the Empire, yet they pro- 
teſted by Oath never to acknowledge him for their King. 


Theſe Eruptions made a Noiſe all over Chriſtendom; and the 
moſt Judicious Men look'd on this heavenly Torch ( the late 
Comet we have before ſpoxen ct ) as fit fewel to give fire to 


CCT LN, 

King Famer, who cou'd not but fore-ſee that this Clap 
would fall heavy upon the Proreſtane Party, ſent the Viſcount 
Doncaſter, Extraordinary ambaſſador, to mediate a Reconctlt- 


© * ation, between the Emperour and the 'Bohemizns.-and" to Com- 
-- plement them into a Peace; but the Aiperity and Bitterneſs was 
too great, to be allay d by bis Sweet and Candy'd Comple- 
ments; thoſe being fi:ter for the Bojom of Lovers, than ihe 
Breſts of Armed Nen in the midft of Iproars and Tumwts. 


The 
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The Bohemians continp'd ftill to oppoſe the Election o 


Ferdinand to the Kingdom of Bobemia; and offer'd the 


Crown to Charles Duke of Savoy, tho be was a Popiſh Prince, 


as having a better Title thereco than Ferdinand; his Mo- 
ther being a younger Daughter of Maximillzan the zd. But 
he being prevail'd- upon by the Pove and Spaniſh Councils, 
refuſed it, and fo likewiſe did the Duke of Saxony. Where» 
upon they choſe Fred:rick Count Palatine, who had married 


King Fam:s his Daughter; hoping from him to receive great 


Aſſiſtance; bur found themſelves exceedingly miſtaken. For 
tho* Archbiſhop Abbor, (upon the News of this Election) 


with a Zeal worthy of him, vas Earneſt with the King to 


aſſiſt his Son · in law, and wrote a long, perſwaſive Apology 


concerning that matter; yet neither was King Fames, nor the 
reſt of the Biſhops, of the Archbiſhops Mind; for the King 
would have it that the Elec don of his Son- in law was upon 
the Score of Religion, (for which King James had no ſuch 
Extraordinary Zeal ) and not Right: And therefore he diſ- 


ſwaded him from it: However, that he might be ſaid to do 


ſomething, he ſent an Ambaſſador to Vienna; and if that 


the Earls of Tharn and Aansfeldt with a great Army ſtood. 


vou d'nt do, 3 By muſt be undone for him; for he had a 


greater kindneſs-for his affected Motto off Beari Paciſici, than 


do loſe that for the gaining of his Children a Kingdom: 


and therefore if words would net Settle his Son-in-law, 


King James wou'd go no farther, and his Son- in- law mult look 


to himſeif. | | Ps A "i. 
Frederick being thus forſaken by his Father-in law raiſed 


upon his, own Account, Ten thouſand Foot, and two thou- 


and Horſe, and Entering into Progue, was there crowned 
King on the Fourth of November 1619. and was no fooner 


Crown'd, but he laid the Foundation of his own Ruine: 


For Ferdinand having pabl ſh'd an Imperial Ban againſt Fre- 


derich, whereby he was proſcribed and his Dominions de- 


clared forfeited, the Duke of Saxony took the Field with an 
Army of twenty thouſand Men to Execute this Impert 
al Ban, and reduced moſt part of Zy{aria. But before thr, 


the ſhock of the Imperial Power in ſeveral Aſſaults; but 


when the King was eftabliſh'd in Botemia, and his Counſels, - 


manag'd by the Prince of Aubalt and the Earl of Holocb, 


then Thurn and Afamsfeide were Fclips'd by the brightneſs 
of their Power; for Anbalt muſt be General, and Zoloch 


Lieutenant General; and this diſguſting Thure and Man- 


feldt, produced unhappy Events. 


gut while they were thus grapling in Bobemia, the Mar- 


quis Spinola was forming an Army in Flanders ; upon which 


— 


the Proteſtant Princes of. Germany, Confederates to the Pala- 


tine, (calling themſelves the Princes of the Union) raiſed- 
Forces for the Defence of the Palatinate, and their own. in- 


tereſt, under the Command of the. Marquels of ' Anſpach. 
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COD But King James, tho* ſo nearly concern'd, both as to the 
Qauauſe of Religion, and the Patrimony of his Children, wou'd 
3 6 make no Preparations at all; only ſent to his Ambaſſador at 
| _ Bruſſels, commanding him to Enquire for what purpoſe Spi- 
_ = nas Army was called together, the Truce contiguing be- 
. © twixt Spain and the Low Countries; but the Ambaſſador 
= — cou'd rectys little Satisfaction, for the miſchief of it was, 
SH pinola's Commiſſion was Seal'd up; and ſo ſuhtile were the 
| Spaniards, that he had orders not to open it tilt the Army 
was ready to march. But might not any Man, of but an 
ordinary Underſtanding, apprehend that an Army of 2600 
Foot and 4000 Horſe, with all Military Proviſiong were not 
ro lie ſtill? And tho the King was not willing to believe it, : 
for all he had divers Arguments given him, plainly demonſtra- 
ting that Spinzla's Army was intended for the Palatinate, yet 
— | ſuch was the Trepedity of his Spirit, that nothing cou'd move 
3 bim to do any thing (at leaſt till it was too late) to preſerve 
3 bis Childrens Patrimony: So odious a thing did War appear 
to him, how honourable, juſt and neceſſary ſoever it was, to 
1 undertake it. 1 5 


* c For in the diſguſted State the New King ſtood in with 
_ - the Bohemians, he had with-drawn ſo great Forces out of the 
Palatinate, that he left it Expoſed to the Ravages of the 
Spaniards, who under the Command of Ambroſe Count Spindla, 
now made General of the Spaniſh Army under the Archduke 
Albert (KingFames's Renowned and Dear Brother, as he calFd. him 
in his Treaty of the ſecond year of his Reign ) made terrible 
Wars in the Palatinate. By which we may. ſee how unhappy 
"King Fames was in the Peace or Truce he procured the King 
of Spain and the Archduke to make with the Dutch, Anno. 
1609. for Twelve years: For in this Interval the Dutch did h 
not only retrieve their Cautionary Towns out of the Kings * 
WIT: Poſſeſſion ; but, the Truce ſtill continuing, the Arch Due 
mad both an Opportunity to Aſſiſt the Emperour, and to {end | 
Spinzla with an Army, to invade. the Palatinate, And the 
, Emperour having by an Imperial Ban, (as has already been aid) 
proſcribed the Kings Son-in-law, as a Traitor and a Rebel to 
the Empire, and thereapon forfeited his Electoral Djgnity 
and Eſtate; he gave it to Maximilian Duke of Bavaria; and 
committed the Execution of it to the Arch-Duke Albert, tge 
FHlector of Saxony, and Duke of Bavaria. And this was the 
Effect of king Fames his Ambaſſage to hienns, and to the 
Froyofition he made there, That his Son ſhall Ppoſſeſs the 
Crown of Bokemia ; inftead whereof, his Chi'dren's batrimony 
is now like to be loſt, And yet that it might not be ſaid 
the King Sat Ritl, and took no further Care of it, he ſent 
another Ambaſſidor to the Archduke, to Bruſſels, to expo- 
_ Rulate' the matter; and this was the utmoſt he was able to 
do; and to do even this, he was forc'd to ſtrain his Credit. 
(<«..4 ..- ot aer A, he ſuffers his good Nature to be work'd * ; 
9 » | : 3 | | 5 „ 7 - an 


\ Wide 
$ ”; 
Fd dy Þ 


Ring JAMES the Bree = | 


and left this ſhou'd not do, conſents (tho ſore againſt his | 


will; for he car'd as little for em, as any of his Sons) to call 


another Parliament; and try their Good Will in this matter. 


But here it will not be amiſs to let the Reader know what 


made the King ſo unwilling to fall out with the Spaniardsy 
Which in ſhort was, he had ſome time ago, viz. in Anng 


1617. ſent to Sir Fohn Digvy, his Leidger Ambaydor in ain, 


to treat of a Marriage between the Prince of Wales (Charles) 
and the Infanta Maria, Siſter to that King. No Wife woud 


do for his Son, but a Princeſs; and no Priaceſs but one that 
was a Catholicb, which, he he thought the Catholick King 


could beſt furniſh him with, ' And ſo ſtrangely was the Glory | 
of this Match riveted in the Kings Breft, that if he can but 


get the Infants of Spain for his Daughter-in law, he cares 
not What becomes of his on Daughter, and her Children. 
And therefore his Son in-law muſt not he aſſiſted, nor the Pala. 
tinate protetted: from the Ravages of the Duke of | Bavaria, 
to whom the Emperour had given it, left the Spaniards ſhould 


be offended, and th: Match miſcarry: For this was the De- 


ſign his Heart was ſet upon. - And though he did not ab- 
ſolutely renounce the Proteſtant Religion, and tura Papiſt, to 
effect it, yet he made ſuch large Conceſſions in their Favour, 
as is almoſt enough to pet ſwade one that he had a,mind to 
it, and been oyer-p&fwaded by the Pope, who writ to him 
on purpoſe, and Complements him to that End: And to 
read the mutual Letters that paſt on both fides between 


the Pope and the Prince of Waler, one could not judge leſs - 
than that That was the Deſign of it: Both being ſo Extra- 


ordinary , that our Secret Hiftory would not be compleat, 
ſhould we omit to inſert 'em. Tnat from the Pop: to the 
Prince, runs thus: | 


© Moſt Noble Prince, Health and Light of Divine Grace: 
© Foraſmuch as Great #ritain hath always been fruitful in 
 Vertues and Men of Merit, having filled the one and the 
other World, with the Glory of her Renowa ; ſhe doth al- 
* fo very often attract the Thoughts of the Holy Apoſto i- 


© ral Chair, to the Conſideration of her Praiſes, And in- 


© deed the Church was but then in her Infancy, when the 
* King of Kings did chooſe her for his Inheritance; and ſo 
« affectionately, that it is thought the Roman Eagles pre- 
vailed not ſo much as the Banner of the Crols; beſides 
* that many of her Kings, inſtructed in the Knowledge of 


the true Salvation, have preferred the Croſs before the 


© Royal Scepter, and the Diſcipline of Religion before Cove- 
* touſneſsz leaving Examples of Piety o other Nations, and 
ta the Ages yet to come. So as having merited the Prin- 


_ © cipal and chief Places of Bleſſedneſs in Heaven, they have 
obtained on- Earth the Triumphant Ornaments of true 
+ Holineſs. And tho now the State of the Englijþ Crank 
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© be alter'd, yet we ſee the Court of Great Brita adorned 
* and furniſhed with Moral Vertues, ' which mi 
* ſupport the Charity that we bear unto her, and be an Or- 
*.nament to the Name of Chriftanity ; if withal ſhe could 
* have for her Defence and Protection the Oribodox and Cathu- 


lick Truth; Wherefore by how much the Glory of your 
_ © moſt Noble 


| ather, and the Apprehenſion of your Royal 
*-Difpoſition delights us, with ſo much, more . Zeal we de- 
© fire that the Gates of the Heavenly Kingdom might be 
* opened unto you; and that you might purchaſe. to your 
* ſelf the Love of the Univerſal Church. _ Moreover, it be- 


ing certain that Gregory the Great of moſt ble ſſed Memory, 
bath introduced to the Engliſh People, and taught their 


Kings the Law of the Goſpe), and the reſpe& to Apoſtolical 
Authority; We, as inferiour to him, in Holineſs and Vertue- 
but Equal in Name and Degree of Dignity, it is very rea- 
* ſonable that We following his. bleſſed Steps, ſhould endea- 
© your the Salvation of thoſe Provinces z eſpecially at this 
time, when your Happy Deſign, moſt Noble Prince, Ele- 
© vates us to the hope of an Extraordinary Advantag. And 


Las You have taken a Journey into Spain, to the Catlolick 


King, with deſire to ally your ſelf to the Houſe of Auſiria, 
© ſo we docommend your Deſign 3 and indeed go teſtifie openly in 
this preſent Buſineſs, That you are He that tabes Principal Care of 
* our Prelacy : For ſeeing that you deſire to take in Marriage the 


Daughter of Spain, We may eafily frem thence conjecture that 


the Antient Seeds of Chriftian Piety, which have ſo happily 
© flouriſhed in the Hearts of the Kings of Great Britain, 


may ( GOD proſpering them) revive again in your 


Soul. And indeed, 7r 7s not to be believed that he tha loves 
« ſuch an Alliance, ſhould hate the Catholick R ligion, and de- 


light to oppreſs the holy Chair. Jo that purpoſe we have 
* commanded. to make continually moſt humble Prayers to 
* the Father of Lights, That he would be pleatel to put 


© you as a fair flower of Chriſtendom, and the only Hope of 
Great Britain, in poſſeſſion of that moſt Noble Heritage 
© that your Anceſtors have purchaſed for you, to defend the 


Authority of the Severaign High Prieſt, and to fight againſt . 
© the Monſters of Hereſie. Remember the Days of Old, En- 


* quire of your Fathers, and they will tell you the way that 
leads to Heaven, and what way Temporal Princes have 


_ * taken, to gain an Eternal Kingdom. Behold the Gates of 
Heaven opened, the moſt holy. Kings of England (who 
© came from England to Rome, accompanied with Angels) 


did come to Honour and do Homage to the Lord of Lords, 
* and to the Prince of the Apoſtles, in the Apoſtolical 


Chair: Their Actions and Examples being as to many 


Voices of GOD, ſpeaking and Exhorting you to follow 


* the Courſe of the Lives of thoſe to whole Empire you 
* ſhall one day attain, e 


* 


t ſerve to 
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| *.1s it poſſible that you can ſuffer Hereticks ſhould hold 
them for impious, aad condemn: thoſe whom the Faith of 


the Church teſtifies to reign in Heaven with Jeſus Chriſt, 
and have Command and Authority over all Principali- 


ties and Emperours of the Earth? Behold, how they tender 


yon the hand of the Catholick K ing; And now deſire to 
* bring you back again into the Boſom of the Roman Church: 


_ © Beſfeeching; with unſpeakable Sighs and Groans, the GO D, 


of all Mercy for your Salvation, and do ſtretch out to you, 
the Arms of the Apoſtolical Charity, ts Embrace you with 
all Chriſtian Affectiun; even you that are her deſired Son, 
in ſhewing you the happy Hope of the Kingdom of | Hea- 
ven. And indeed you cannot give a greater Conſolation to 
all the People of the Chriſtian World, than to put the 
Apoſtles in the Poſſe ſſion of your moſt Noble Iſland, whoſe 
Authority hath been he'd ſo long in the Kingdom of Bri. 
tain for the Defence of Kingdoms, and for a Divine Ora- 


Royal Name, and that which makes us defire chat you and 
your Royal Father might be Stiled with the Name of De- 


of Great Britain, This is it we hope for, truſting in the 
Goodneſs of 60 D, in whoſe hands are the hearts or 


ceive Healing; to whom we will always labour with all our 


© Interim take notice by theſe Letters of the Care of our 
© Charity, which is no other than to procure.your Happineſs ; 
and it will never grieve us to have written them, if the 
leading of them ſtir hut the leaſt Sparkof Catholick Faith 
© inthe heart of ſo great a Prince, whom we with to be filled 


with long continuance of Joy, and flouriſhing in the Glo- 
ry of all Vertues. Given at Rome, in the Palace of St. 
Peter, the 20th of April, 1623. in the third year of our 


5 Popedome. | <A p 


In this Letter the Pope ſooths up the Prince of Wales to 
bring him to his Lure; and he thought he had ſome Reaſon 
for it; and that of himſelf he was coming towards him: For to 

k the truth, as he rightly ſays, Ir is not to be believd that he 
that loves ſuch an Alliance, ſhould hate the Roman Catholick Religien. 


But whether the Prince was inclining that way or not, Wis 


following Letter to the Pope, will further inform us. 


cle; the which will eafily arrive, and without Difficulty, 

if you open your heart to the Lord that knocks; upon 
which «depends all the Happineſs of that Kingdom. It is 
trom our great Charity, that we cheriſh the Praiſes of the 


liverers and Reſtorers of the Ancient and Paternal Religion 


Kings; an4 who cavſeth the People of the Earth to per- 


powers, to render you graciaus- and favourable. In the 
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« tent, and with that reſ which the Piety and Care 
b herewith your Holineſs writes, doth require. It was an 
© unſpeakable Pleaſure to me to read the Generous Exploits 
© of the Kings my Predeceſſors, to whoſe Memory Poſterity hath 
© not given thole Praiſes & Elogies of Honour that were due to 
*them. I do believe that your Holineſs hath ſet their Examples 
© before my Eyes, to the End that I might imitate them in 
© all my Actions; for in truth they have often Expoſed their 
Eſtates and Lives for the Exaltation of the Holy Chair: 


And the Courage with which they have aſſaulted the Ene. 
m mine of the Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt, hath not been leſs 


than the Care and thought which I have; to the End that 
the Peace an i Intelligence, which hath hitherto been wanting 
© ja Ch iſtendom, might be bound with a Bond of true Con- 
cord: For like as the Common Enemy of Peace watcheth 
* always to put Hatred and Diſſention between Chriſtian 


Princes, ſo I believe that the Glory of G OD requires 


that we ſhould Endeavour to Unite them. And IT do not 
© efteem it a greater Honour to be deſcended from ſo great 
Princes, than to imitate them in the Zeal of their Piety. 
© In which it helps me very much to have known the Mind 
Wand Will of our Thrice Honoured Lord and Father, and 
£ the holy Intentions of his Catholick Majefty, to give a hap- 


_ © py Concurrence te ſo laudable a Deſign : For it grieves 
bim Extreamly to ſee the great Evil that grows from the 
© Divifion of Chriſtian Princes, which the Wiſdom of your 

* Holineſs fore-ſaw, when it judged the Marriage ' which you 


* plez{2d to deſign between the Infante of Spain and my 
* ſelf, to be neceſſary to procure ſo great a Good; For 
© *cis very certain that I ſhonld never be 10 Extreamly af- 
© fetionate to any thing im the World, as to Endeavour 
© an Allyance with a Prince that heth the ſame apprebenſion of 
© the true Religion with my ſelf. Therefore I intreat vour Ho- 
« lineſs to believe that I bave. been always far from Encouraging 
« Nyvelties, or to be 4 Partizan of any Faction againſt the Ca- 
© tholick' Apoſtolicæ Roman Religion. But on the Contrary, 
„ have ſought all occaſions to take away the ſuſpicion that 
© might reſt upon me; and that 1 will Employ my (elf for 
© the time to come, to have but Oae Religion; and One 
Faith, ſeeing that we all believe in One Jeſus Chrift, 
Having reſolbed in my ſelf to ſpare nothing that I may 
© haye in the World, and to ſuffer all manner of Diſcom- 
<modities, even to the hazarding of my Eftate and Life, for . 
thing ſo pleaſing to GOD. It refts only that I thank your 
© Holineſs for the permiſſion that you have been pleasd ta 
afford me; and that I may pray GON to give mw a 


< bleffed Health here, and his Glory, after ſo much travel 


* 


* which your Holineſs takes within his Church. | 
CHARLES STUART. 


This Letter of the Prince leaves-Us no rootn to doubt of 


what he deſign'd; ſince he plainly tells the Pope, ( whom with: 


a profound Veneration he. is pleas'd to ſtile MOST HO- 
LY FATHER) that he bas been always far from Encourage- 
ing Novelties ; and if you wou'd know, what he means by that, 
he tells you Expreſly, it was from being 4 Partiſan of any Fa- 


Aion againſt the Catholick Apoſtolick Roman Keligion, © And 


this it ſeems he was ſo reſolv'd upon, that to effect it he wou'd 
ſpare nothing he had in the World, and wou'd ſuffer all man- 
ner of Diſcommadities, even 10 the hazerdrng of; his Eſlate and 
Life. And, now, Reader, I cannot but make this ſhort Reflection 
upon this Letter of the Prince to the Pope: Either he was 
in good Earneft- when, he writ, it, or in Jeſt : If he was in 
Earneſt, nothing can be more clear than that he was a Papiſt 
in his heart, and deligg'd to introduce the Publick Proſeſſion 
of it as ſoon. as he could; and then this gives us a + clear 
Idea of what he drove at in his Conteſt with his Parliaments, 
and in the laſt Civil Wars; nor need we wonder at the I- 


ſve of it, as we ſhall have occaſion to ſhew more at large in 


his Reign. But if he was in Jeſt, and that he intended it 
only as a Complement to the Pope, I. will only ſay, It is i 
Feſting with Fdge Tools; For it ſcems, however he inten- 
ded it, Divine Juſtice took him at his Word; for he did in- 
deed ſuffer all Diſcommodities, not only to the bazard, but 
alſo to the loſs of bis Life and Eftate, dr the Promoting of 
that Intereſt, But enough of the Son at preſent, Let us 
now return to the Father, who for the ſake of this Match 


- ( which at laſt came to nothing) bad quite forgot the Gun- 


powder Treaſon, and was willing, if it had been in his-Pow- 
er to have granted a, free Toleration to Popery. And to 
ſhew. you that I don't ſpeak without Book, I will ſnew you 


be Articles he was willing to agree to, for the Conſum- 


mation of the Match; which tho it fail'd, was yet lo near, 
as that the Pope (charm'd with the Prince's Letter, and his 
good Affection to the Reman See) thought fit to grant a 


Diſpenſation for it; tho it had ſuch a Bob at the Tail of 


it, as ſufficiently ſhew'd what was aim'd at by it; which was, 
That the King of Great Britain and the Prince his Son, ſhould 
give Caution to perform what was ſtipulated bstween them 
and the King of Spain; Eſpecially in thoſe Articles which 
were in favour of the Aman Catholichs in England, and ot her 
his Majeſty's Dominions; requiring at leaſt ſome Soveraign 
Calbulick Prince ſnould Engage for them by Oath; and this 
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Vas to hind em fafter ſtill. But this made ſome little demur, 
for being ſent into Exgland, the King, anſwered, That he could 


give no-other Caution but his own and the Princes Royal 
Vords and Oaths, confirmed by his Council of State, and 
Exemplified under the great Seal of England. But this would 
not Satisfie. Therefore the King of Spain undertook: it: 
And indeed it was thought a Spaniſh Device at firft, that the 
Spaniard, by undertaking ſuch an Engagement,” might not on- 
Iy Endear himſelf the more to the King of Great Britain 

reby, and allo to the Prince his Brother, but have a more 


Colourable pretext to make War againft Englazd, if the Ro- 


man Catbolicht there had not full Satisfaction and Freedom 


according to the Articles; and the King of Spain knowing, 


or aſſuring bimſelſ, that no Carbolick* Prince wou'd take ſuch 


an Oath, offered himſelf to Satisfie the Pope: And a Com. 


mittee of Ecleſiaſticks in Spain, were appointed to debate the 


— 


Cale, in relation to the Kings Conſcience, whether he might 
take ſuch an Oath for them? And they ( having learn'd 
their Leſſon before-hand) conclude the matter in the Affir - 
mative; and reſolved that if the King and Prince of Great 


Britain ſhould fail in the Performance of theſe Capitulations, 


the King of Spain might notwithſtanding ſave his Oath, by 


_ vindicating the Breach: thereof upon them with his Sword, 


And this monſtrous Difficulty being thus overcome by the 
Spaniſh Bravery, at the very ſame time the, Articles that 
King Fames and his Son Prince Charles had fign'd, were ſent into 


England for the King and his Privy Council to ſoear 


to, ſo that now England was once more in a fair way to be 
over - run with Popery; which that the Reader may the bet- 


ter be ſatisfied in, 1 will here ſet down thoſe Articles that 
relate to the Toleration of the Roman Catholick Religion in 
England, as I have already promiſe. | 


The Fourth Article is, That as well the gracious Infant, 


zs all her Servants and Family, ſhall have the free uſe an 


' Servams of the 'moſt Gracious T-fanta, and their Servants, 


publick. Exerciſe of the Roman Catholick Religion, 


Ihe Fifth Article is, Thar ſhe ſhall have an Oratory and 
| Decent Chappel in her Palace, where at the Pleaſure of the 


moft gracious Infama, Maſſes may be celebrated, and in like 
manner ſhe ſhall have in London. or whereſoever ſhe ſhall make 


her abode, a Puhlick and Capacious Church, near her 


Palace; wherein all Duties may be folemaly celebrated, and 


all other things neceſſary for the Publick Preaching of GOD's 
Word, the Celebration and Adminiſtration of all the Sacra- 
ments of the Catbolick Roman Church, and for Burial of the 
Dread, and Baptizing of Children. That the ſaid Oratory, 
Chappel, and Church, ſkall be adorned with ſuch Decency as 
fſhall ſeem convenient to the moſt Gracious Infanta. | 


The Sixth Atticle is, That the Men Seryants and Maid- 


Children and Deſcendants, and al} their Families, of =_ 
„ Ce Eons” TOUS ne "MOT 


+. . 


 , celhon to the Kingdom of England. 


Wa JAMES then.” 
fort foever, ſerving her Highneſs, may he freely and Pub- 
lickly Catholicks. N VVV 

I be Seventh Article relates to the Spaciouſmeſs of herChap- 
pel, that it ſhall be hig enough to contain her ſelf and all her 
Servants, with a Publick Door for them, and à Private Door 
for her ſelf. . „ EE OE 

The Eighth Article provides that it ſhall be beautiſied with 
Altars, Images, &. according to the Cuſtom of the Holy 
Church, G. „ OY F 

The Ninth Provides that the Care and Cuſtody of this 
Church and Chappel, ſhall be committed to ſuch as the Ir. 

Fanta ſhall appoinunt. . 

The Tenth Article is, That to the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments and to ſerve in the Chappel and Church afore- 
as there ſhall be four and twenty Prieſts and Affi ſtants, 


The Eleventh, is, That there be one ſuperiour Miniſter or 2 
Biſhop, with neceſſary ' Authority upon all occaſions which _ 


ſhall happen belonging to Religion; and for want of a Bi. 
Hop that his Vicar may haye his 'Authority and Juriſ- 
, TR ED on od pal 1 


Z 


The Twelfth S. That the Biſhop or Supericur Miniſter may = 


Correct and Chaſtiſe all Komen Catbolicks who ſhall off 
The Fifteenth is, That the Laws which are or ſhall be in 
England againſt Religion, ſhall not take hold of the Jnfants's 
Servants ; and only the forefaid Superiour Eecleſiaſtical Catbo- 
lick may proceed againſt Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as have been 
accuſtomed by Catholrcks,* And if any Secular Judge ſhalt 
apprehend any Eccleſiaftical Perſon. for any Offence, he ſhall 
forthwith cauſe him to be deliver'd to the Superiouc Eecle- 
ſiaſtick who ſhall proceed againſt him according to the Ca- 
The Twentieth Article is, That the Sons and Daughters 


which ſhall be born of this Marriage, thall be brought up Rp 
till the 


* 


the Company of the moſt Excellent Infama, at lea | 
Age of Ten years, and ſhall freely Enjoy the Right of Suc- 


- 


Theſe were ſome of the Pablick Articles, wherein the Bea- 
der may obſerve, That the Infanta and her Servants were to 
have the Publick Exerciſe of the Roman Catholick Religion; arid 
not only a Chappel for hen ſelf in the Palace, but a -Publick 
and capacious Church in London: And that not only the Infanta 
and her Servants, but alſo that their Servants,” Chilchen, and 
Deſcendants whatſoever, and all their Families of what lort 
ſo ever, may be freely and publickly Roman Cathol ies; and 
chat for the ſupplying of theſe, ſhe ſhall have no Jeſs than 
four and twenty Frieſts and Ai fans. And 4 Biſhop beſides, to 
Exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical juridiction over them. And that in 
order to provide us a Popiſh Succeſſor, che Sons and Daugh- 
85 5 „ © ters 
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2, Siſter of the moſt, Renowned. Prince, and Our well 
_ '® beloved Brother, Philip. the Fourth King of Spain, it is 


2 The True Seoret Hiſtory of 5 


— 


the Privy Council, as well as by the King and Prince: But 
befides theſe, there were private Artictes alſo, which. were 


the main Inducement of. the $p-nz4r7ds and the Court of Rome 


to the Match; and for the bringing theſe to bear, a longer 


* 


ing co thew you: , 
« FI 4: . ö 


time was to be allow'd; and what thele were, I am now go- 


Private Articles Sworn to by the King in favour of 


a 
* 


Flea 2 the Roman Catholicks. 3 
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46 
| «7 King, Defender of the Faith, Oe, To all whom this 


preſent Writing ſhall come, Greeting: Inaſmuch as a. 
& mong many other things which are contained within the 


4 Treaty of Marriage, between our moſt dear Son, charles 


u Prince of Wales, and the moſt Renowned a Donna Ma. 


and Our well- 


agreed that We by Our Oath ſhall Approve the Articles 
as under · Expreſſed, tO a word IS" 4 ht wy 


I. That particular Laws made againſt Romen Carbolicks, 


under which other Vaſſals of our Realm, are not compre» - 


<« hended; and to.whoſe Obſervation all 8 are not 
-<*- obliged ; as likewiſe general Laws, under which all are 


* equally compriz d, if ſo be they are ſuch which are re- 


t pugnant to the Romiſh Religion, ſhall not at any time here» 


< after, by any means or Chance whatſoever, he directly or 


* inqiredtiy commanded to be put into Execution againſt the 
* ſaid Roman Catbolicks: And we will Cauſe: that our Council 


4 ſhalk take the ſame, Oath; as far as it pertains to them, 


“ and their Minifters is to be Exerciſed. ON 
4 II. That no other Laws ſhall hereafter be made new 


<- and belongs to the Execution which by the hand of them 


4 againft the ſaid Roman Catholicks ; but that there [ball be 4 
'« perpetusl Jolerat ion of the Roman Catholick Religion, with 


„ in private Houſes, throughout all our Realms and Domi- 
„ ions; Which we will have to be underſtood as well of 
gur Kingdom of Scotland and Ireland, as in England, which 
„ ſhall. be granted to them in manner and form as is Capitu- 


© lated, Decreed, and Granted in the Articles of the Treaty 


. - 


concerning the Marriage. 


II. That neither by Us, nor any other interpoſed Perſon 
H. whatſoever, directly or indirectly, privately or -poblickly, 
vin we treat or attempt any thing with the moſt Renown- 
ſhall be repugnant 
| e 


* ed Lady Infants, Donna Maris, which 
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ters that ſhall be born of this Marriage ſhall. be brought ud in 
, the Company of the Infanta (that is, in the Popiſh Religion) un- 
. til they be at leoft Ten years of Ae. But after all, theſe were 
but the Public Articles, which were to be ſworn to by all 
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© to the Reman C bolick Religion : Neither will ve by any means 
* Ws her that ſhe ſhould ever renounce" or relinquiſh 


Fr JAMES theft. "08 
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* the ſame, in ſubſtance or form; or that ſhe ſhall de any 


- 


<« thing repugnant. or contrary to thoſe things which are 
e contained inthe Treaty of Matrimony. © + 


W. That We and the Prince of Wales will interpoſe. our 
ce Authority, and will do as much as in us ſhall lie, that the 


„ Parliameng ſhall Approve, Confirm and Ratiſie all and ſin- 3 
1 14 — Articles in favour of the Roman: Catbolicks, capitulated . 


between the moſt :Renowned: Kings by reaſon of this Mar- 


<« riage: And that the ſaid Parliament ſhall Revoke and Abro= 


= 57”. 


gate particular Laws, made againft the ſaid Nan Catholicks, 
„to Whole Mbſervance allo the reſt of our Subjects and 
« Yaſſals are not obliged: As likewiſe the general Laws un- 


der which all are equally comprehended ; to wit, as to. 
% the Roman Catbolicks; if they be ſuch as is foreſaid, which 


© are repuguant to the Roman. Catbolieb Religion 5 and that 


4 ghereafter we will not conſent that the ſaid Parliament 


8 


© ſhould ever at.any time Enatt or write any other new Laws 
« apainlt Reman Cs öl b u. 


By theſe Secret Articles King Tames promiſes as much as he 


is capable to do; and perhaps ſomething morę; In the ſe- 


cond Article be is poſitive, not only that no other Laws ſhall be 


made new againſt the Roman Garbolicks,” but alſo that ther ſha 


bes prperudt Teleratien.of theRowal, Catholic ee ee 
ont al h 


his Realms and Dominians; and what any Man cou'd ſay, 


or they deſire more, I know not. And in the third Article 


0 
* 


he promiſes that neither he himſelf will Endeavour, not ſuf- 
fer any one elſe, to perſwade the Infanta to relinguiſn che Ps. 


piſh Religin 3 Which how much it Qhevs of Sirene in 8 


Proteſtant King, to the Religion he profeſſes, Lwill leave the 


Reader to judge; and Eſpecially how ill it muſt needs took in 
King Fames, who had both written and diſputed againſt Po- 
perry, and tbld the World that it was Super ſtitious, Idolatr amt, 
Aud Deteſtable. But by what follows, vou will ſee that the 


Son was as Zealous 4 Proteftant as the Father. 


Moreover 1 Charles Prince of. Wales, Engage my Jelf, (and 
Promiſe that the moſt Illuſtricus King ef Gteat Britain, my mojt ho- k 


noured Lord and Father, ſhall do the fame, both by word and writing) 
That all thoſe things that are comained in the foregiing- Articles 


and concern 4s well the Suſpenſion as the Abrogation of all LW 
_ againſt the Roman Catholicks#ſbe!I within three years infalliblyß 
tale Effect, and ſooner, if it be poſſible ; which we will have to lie 
uon our Conſcieme ard Riyal Honour. That I will imertele with 
the moſt Illuſtrious King of Great Britain ) Father, that the 
Ten gears of the Education of the Children which ſhall be born of 


this Marriage, with the moſt [iluſiriovs Lady Infanta their 'Motber 


| „ « D I ; 
accorded in the 2cth Article, ( which term the Pope of Rome e. 
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Expreſfive ot a Mans defires and Intentions, I know not. 
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elbe hear) may be ley 


* 
os 


freely,” and of my own Accord, and (wear, 
That if it ſo happen that the intire power 7 diſpoſing of this ew, 

be devolvel- to me, I will alſo grant and approve the ſai d Term. 
Furthermore, I Prince of Wales oblige my ſelf upon my Faith to 
often ar the moſt Tiluſtrious Lady In- 


. Fanta ſhall require; that Ar give Ear to Divines, or otbers whom 
ber Higbneſi 1 
_ ©. tholick Religion, I will bearken to them M illingiy without" all dif 


Ile pleaſed to Employ in matter of the Roman Ca. 


Fauth, and laing afide_ at] Excuſe, An for further Caution, in 
poi of uhe Free Exerciſe of the Catholick Religion, and the . Suſe 
en bon of the Law above nimed, 1 Charles Prince of Wales, pro- 


7 miſe and take upon me in the word of 4 King, that the rings above 


Promiſed and Treated concerning theſe matters, ſhall wake Effect, and 


| B this Proteftation and Promiſe of the Prince, the Reader 
way (ee he was in Earneft in what he writ to the Pope; and 


on and Abrogation of all the Laws againſt Popery, effect. 


— 
wethened zo the | 


— 
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be put in Execution as well in the Kingdoms of Scotland and Ireland, 


-  » that he only wanted an Opportunity to declare himſelf : And 
tems ſo reſolv'd in his i that he Engages to have the 


nally and infallibiy brought about in three years time, And tho 


"the Articles of Marriage mentions but Ien ge ars for the Chil- 


lieving that bythar time they might be as thorowh grounded in the 
his Popiſb Mor fer, Mary of France. And tho the Father had pro- 
mis d that neither himſelf nor any one elſe ſhou d Endeavour 
to bring the Infants to relinquiſn che Popiſh, yet the Son willing. 
ly offers himſelf to be perverted from the Proteſtant Religion; 


and that he will withour all Difficuiy, and laying aſide alt Excuſe, 


. hcarken to thoſe that ſhall do it. And what words can be more 
not. But 
ſure T-am; theſe were no ſigns that he wou d ever die a Martyr 


dren of this Marriage to be under the Tuition of their Mother, 
et the Prince, when it ſhail be in his Power, Promiſes to En- 
— it to Twelve, according to the dre of ibe Pope: As be- 


tor the Proteſtant Religion. But to ſpeak a little more of this 


* Popiſh Spaniſy Match. 


- 


; F Whilſt theſe things were in Motion in Spain, ( whither the | 


1 


| Popiſh Re/lgion, as his late Son James the Second prov'd to be by. | | 


Prince himſelf was gone, attended by Buckingham, to make up 


the Match) they were very much regretted, and very ill reſented 


by the generality of the Nation; às tending only to the Sub. 


85 verſion of the Proteſtant Religion, and the introducing of Po- 


pery amongſt us: And therefore it was that the Spirit of tbe 


whole Nation u as averſe to this Union; which made many vent 
their Paſſions by their Pens, as well as by their Tongues: A- 


mong hom, the honeft Archbiſhop of Canter buy, Dr. Abbor, 4 


* 
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* NN IAMEs the Fr, 369 
had the Badge of a Puritas clapt upon him) thought it better 
8 to diſcharge his Conſcience, tho he hazarded all, rather than 8 
be ſilent in a Cauſe where the Glory of G O D, and the God 
of the Kingdom were fo highly concern'd. And therefore 
he writ the following Letter to the King. 1225 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 7h , | 
T Have been too long filent, and am afraid by my filence — 
_w_ wh I bave neglected the Duty of the Place. it hath plea - 
a ſed GOD to call me unto, andYour Majeſty to place me 
in. And now Ihumbly crave leave I may diſcharge my Du- 
ty towards G O D, and my Conſcience to Your Majeſty 
And therefore I beſeech Your Majefty give me leave free- 
ly to deliver my ſelf, and then let Your Majeſty do with 
me What you pleaſe : Your Majeſty hath propounded 4 To- 
< eration of Religion; I beſeech You, Sir, take into Your con- 
ſideration what the AQ is, next what the Conlequence may 
*© be: By Your Act, Yon Labour to ſet up that moſt Dam- 
4% nable and Heretical Doctrine of the Church of Rome, the Whore = 
* of Babylon. How hateful will it be to GOD, and grie- . 
* Fous to Your Good Subjects, the true Profeſſors of the = 
« Goſpel, That Your Majeſty, who had often diſputed, and 
« Learnedly written againſt thoſe wicked Hereſies, ſhould . 
© now ſhew Your Self a Patron of thoſe Doctrines, which 1 
{ 


= 
* 


« Your Pen hath told the World, and Your Conſcience tells 
« Your Self, are Superftitious, Idolatrous, and Deteſtable * Add 
«© hereunto, what You have done in ſending the Prince into 
* Spain, without the Conſent of Your Council, the Privity 
* and Approbation of Your People. And tho' Sir, You have _—_ 
* a large Intereſt in the Prince, as the Son of Your Fleſh, = 
« Yet have the People a greater, as the Son of the Kingdom 3 
4 upon whom, next after Your Majeſty, their Eyes are fixed, 
* and welfare depends. And ſo tenderly is his going appre- 
© hendedFas believe it, Sir, however his Return may be Safe, 
“ yet the Drawers of him to that Action, ſo Dangerous to 
"Ba Himſelf, ſo Deſperate to the Kingdom, will not paſs away 
% Unqueſtion'd and Unpuniſh'd. Beſides, this Toleration 
„ which You Endeavour to ſet up by Proclamation, cannot be 
done without a Parliament, unleſs Your Majeſty would let x 
_ © Your Subjects ſee, That You will take unto Your Self a =_ 
„ Liberty to throw. down the Laws of the Land at Your Plea- . = 
© ſure : And what dreadful Conſequences theſe things may 
« draw after them, I beſeech Your Majeſty to conſider. And _ 
e above all, left by this Toleration, and Dlſcontinuance of the „ 
* Profeſſion of the Goſpel, whereby G O D hath Bleſſed Us,  —- 
„and under which this Kingdom hath for many Years Floy- 
_ * riſhed, Your Majeſty do not draiy upon the Kingdom ig 
general, and Your Seif in particular, G0 D's heavy 
FE 5 Bb Wrath 
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ue True Secret Hiſtery ef 
Wrath and Indignation. Thus in Dicharge of my Duty 
© towards GO D, and Your Majeſty, and the Place of my 
% Calling, I have taken humble Boldneſs to deliver my Coa- 
* ſcience. And now, Sir, do with me what You pleaſe. 


Thus was the King warned by the good Archviſhop ; but to 


no purpoſe; for he was ſo reſolutely bent upon this Match 


for his Son, that after the Pope had ſent his Diſpenſation, and 
the King of Spain had offered his Engagement to the Pope by 
Oath, That he and the Prince his Son ſhould keep the Articles 
Stipulated between them; he was ſo much affected therewith, 
that he thereupon invited the Ambaſſadors to a Royal Feaſt at 
White-Hall ; and after Dinner retired into the Council Cham; 
ber, where he took a private Oath to obſerve the Secret Ar- 
ticles before mentioned; in favour of the Roman Catholichs, for 
the free Exerciſe of their Religion in all his Dominions; pro- 
tefting to do what in him lay, that the Parliament ſhou'd con- 
firm the ſame. And then, being tranſported with an Aſſu- 
rance of the Match, he was heard to ſay, Now all the: Devils 
in Fell cannot hinder it. So ſecure was he of it in his on. O- 
inion ! But one that heard him, ſaid to ſome others ftanding 


That there was never a Devil nom left in Hell, for they were 


n gone into Spain to mabe up the Match, © ET 
As ſoon as the Articles the King had ſealed, and ſworn to 
obſerye, were come to Spain, and the: Prince had ratified and 


confirmed them there, the two Kingdoms of England and Spain 


ſhook hands to the Agreement; the Infants took upon-her the 
Title of, The Princeſs of England; and in fine, there ſeem'd to 


be ſuch a Union between the two Crowns, that it might well 


be fail, That Philip and ꝓacob made but one Holy-day. 


But as near as this Union was, this Match was never made 


in Heaven, and therefore ſhall never be conſummated on 
Earth: For whilſt the Spaniards were willing to keep the In · 
fanta there all the Winter, and the Prince was for returning 
home preſently, Pope Gregory the 15th, (that h granted 
the Diſpenſation) dies; and thereupon the Diſpenſation was 
judg'd invalid; yet to keep up the Spirit of the Prince, it 
was promis d it ſhou'd be no hinderance to the Match, for che 
New Pope wou'd inftantly do it; if not, it ſhou'd be diſ- 
patch'd by the Dean of the Cardinals; and the King of Spain 


aſſured the Prince, that if he wou'd fray till Chiſtmas, the 


Match ſhould be really celebrated then. But the'e Delays 
made the Prince ſo impatient, that he began to abate in his 


fervour for the Match. To which the Trick put vp9.1 . 


ham by the Conde Olivares, contributed not a little. For Buck- 
ing bam, to ſpeak the truth, (both to the Shame of his M1fter, and 


£ of the Engliſh Nation) carried himſelf very lafcivioudy there; 


Beauty, the Lady and her Husband put a Trick upen Bucking- 


And thinking to put a Trick upon the Conde Olivares, by De- 
bauching his Counteſs, which was a Lady of Extraordinary # 


bam, 


- 


ad. CEO TR 1 
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2 Daughter of France left yet to give life to a . 0 6: 
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han, by Supplying. the: Lady's Place with: that of a Notorious 
Stow ; which did ſo pepper him with the Pox, that it coſt him. 
all the Hair of his Head, and put him to the Pier: So that it 
was no wonder that after this, he became e the 
Spaniards, and ſo very much inclin d to the Frentz. 


3 


And juſt in the Nick, when this Tetrical Humour had made 


Buckingham diſlike all the Spaniſh Proceedings, the Queen of 
Bohemia, by a private Meſſage, gave him ſome Intimation that 
ſhe. and her Children were to be thought on; inviting him ta 


be a Witneſs to weren of one of them; which came fit ta 
his Acceptation; not fo much out of Affection to the one Party, 


as in Oppoſition to the Other: And what diſ-reliſhed with - 


1 
A 
- 
56 


him, gave an ill ſavour to the King, who having cauſe enou 
to dillike the Spazzb Delays, and finding the hearts of 
People dent againſt the Match, and having now ſome hopes. 


his heat began to cool, and his Edge to be takey of | 
he. writ to. Buchiagham, That be cauld nat Expect, after ſo long 
A ſt in Spain, and ſo littie done, that they bed an Cordial Inten- 
tion te perfeſt the Treaty ; and therefore conjured him to bring bis 
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bon back with all Speed ; bus if bis Sons Teuthful Follies ſhould» 


tie bim 10-4 long Expect ation, he chargeth him by his Allegiance, ts 


come away. and leave him there. This Letter the Duke ſhewed 


to the Prince, and it wrought ſo upon lim, that he forthe 
with: ee e en e 


But the Spaniſh Grazdees were. not at all, pleasd with, this 


Reſolution of the Prince, who would have willingly detain d 


him there all Winter, hoping thereby nat only to have turn d 
him to their Religion (to which” he ſeem'd forward enough) 


but alſo to have marry d him to the Infants, that there might 
have been à Co- Haion between them; and that ſhe being 


with Child before the Spring, they might have kept her there 
till ſhe had been delivered; chat ſo the Child 1 15 have 
been bred up, and na turaliz d a Spaniard both in Affe 


theirs, in matters of Religion. The Duke anſwer d there had 


been ſdme already: with him, but the Prince was ſo well ſet- 


tled in Reli jon, hat he was not to be further alter d. But 
Olivaret replied; You gave me ſome Aſſurance and hope, of 
the Princes turning Catholic; but the Duke told him it wag 


en bred up, ur: \#-tion and 
Religion; which this ſudden Re olution hindering, it ſomewhat: - 
ſtartled them. olivares told Buckingbam, that he had promis d 
the Prince, ſnonld admit of Communicaon with ſome Feſuites ok 


n ; which put the Conde in a great rage: And had like to 


ve had ſo bad an Effect, not only upon che Duke, but the 


Prince too, that he begun to deſpair not only of Enjoying his 


* 


Lady, but of his Return: Which caus d him to write 4 : 
Letter to his Father, containing theſe Melancholy Expreflionsz 
Tou muſt now, Fir, look upon my Siſter and ber Children, forges 7 
1 you ever bud ſugh a Son, and "20 
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never thinking mare of me. 
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_ (And indeed, 'tho' the Prince's Entertainment was as great 
= _ _ asthat State coud poſſibly afford, yet were his Addreſſes to 
$ and with the Lady, fuch, as render'd him mean, and a private i 

I Perſon, rather than a Prince of that State that had former- 

—_ ly made Spain feel the weight of their Anger and Power; tir 

2 and was more like a Servant than a Suitor ; for he never was 

= admitted hut to ſtand bare-headed in her preſence ; nor to talk 

1 with her, but in a full Audience, with much Company.) Now 

=_ tho' King Fames had a peculiar Knack at Difſembling, and 

=  ' therefore ſhewd muchoutward ſorrow ; ( as he did for Prince 

| , Henry's Death,) yet ſomething was diſcerned, which made 

his Court believe little grief came near his heart 5 for that 

hatred he bore to Buckingham, as being ſatiated with him, and 
for his adoring the riſing Sun, and not looking after the Sun 
ſetting, made the Word believe he would think it no ill Bar- 

gain, tho” he loſt his Son, ſo as Buckingham might be loſt alſo: 

3 For had he not been weary of Buckingham, he wou'd never have 

5 ad ventur d him in ſuch a Journey, as all his Courtiers knew 

=_ very well. But for a further illuſtration of his Wearineſs of - 

- Buckingham, it appeared in the Parliament before, when the 

| *King gave ſo much way to his Ruine, that Buckingham Chal- 

_ I-ngd the King that he ſought his Ruine; and he was gene- 
rally held a loſt Man; but then the King to make it appear 
it was not ſo, and that he durft not avow his own Act, brought 
him off from that Parliament. But tho? the King brought him 

= - off, yet the apprehenſion that Buckingham had of his Danger, 

- made him hate the King ever after. 5 

3 | And here let me tell the Reader, that I ſhould do wrong 

to our Secret Hiftory, if I did not acquaint him with two 

= things, both which are Court-Secretsz the one is, how the 
= King came firft to have a hatred againft Buckingham, and the 

YH bother, what the ground of Buckingham's hatred to the King 

was ; for what has been already mention'd, were but acciden- 
tal things that afterwards fell out, and increas'd the Origi - 

nal hatred on both fides Fr n 

== For the firſt, The Reader muſt know, that there was one 

—_ Inoioſa, a Spaniſh Ambaſſador Extraordinary here, who being 

= an old Soldier, and a brave Fellow, thought Bucking- 

bam did'nt give that reſpect to him, which was due to his 
own Perſon, or the Perfon of fo great a King as he whom 

he repreſented ; for which reaſon Inetoſs did as much flight. 

Buckingham and the Prince, whom he found wholly govern'd 
by Buckingham, For when Buckingham had found by ſeveral 
Paſſages the King's Deſire to be rid of him, he made Court 
to the Prince, and fo wrought himſelf into bis Affection, 

that Damon and Pyibias were never more dear each other; 
which the old King cou'd by no means away with; nor indeed 
did anyother like or approve of the Prince's: poor Spirit, fear- 
ing it foretold his future Inclination, that could ever endure 

any Familiatity with ſuch an one as had put ſuch foul 1 1 
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and Affronts upon him, in his time of : greatneſs with the Fa- 
ther; eſpecially calling to mind the 'Brayery:of his Brother» 
who hated the whole Family for their general Baſeneis, alto 
none of em had ever offended him in particularz as this Man 
had done the Prince at two ſeveral times, before a numerous 


Concourſe, by bidding him in plain terms Kiſs his A- ſe once, 


and a ſecond time offering to ſtrike him; ſaying, in moſt un- 
dutiful terms, By 5 d ii ſhall not be ſo, nor you ſhall not haus is; 
lifting up his hand over his Head with a Ballon · Braſſer; that 
the Prince ſaid, Phat, my Lord, I think jau intead to firike me 
The firſt of theſe was at Royſton, the ſecond at Greenwich, he- 
fore about Four hundred People. Theſe Affronts were not to 
be endur'd by a private Perſon ; but by a Prince from a private 
Perſon, ſhew'd certainly a much leſs ſpirit than ſhou'd have 


been inherent to a Prince; and after thns,: to be ſo dear with 


him, as to be govern'd by him all his Life-time, more than 
his Father was in the prime of his Affection, I can give it no 
Title mean enough. It bad been indeed worthy the Noble 
Mind of a Prince, to have forgotten ſuch Injuries, ſo as never 
to have revenged them when he had been King; but never to 
have ſuffered him to come near his Court, to upbraid him with 
the ſight of ſo much ſcorn; and that publickly offer d him be- 
fore. But from that meanneſs of ſpirit in the Prince, there 
were ſome Court. Crĩticks that gave too great a guels at his fu. 
ture Deſtiny. But, to return again to Inoiaſa, who being a 
brave daring Gentlzman, uſed ſome ſpeeches in the derogation 
both of the Prince and Buckingham, às if they were dangerous 
to the old King. Nay, Inoioſa ſent one Padro Maceſiria, aspa- 
aiſh Jeſuit, and a great Stateſ- man, to King James, to let him 
know, that he, under Confeſſion, bad found the King was to 
- be kill'd, either by Buckingham, or by his Procurement; but 
1 8 by Poyſon, Piftol, Dagger, Cc. that he could not 


The King, after hearing of this, was extream Melancholy, 
and in that Paſſion was found by Buckingbam at his Return to 
him: The King, as ſoon as ever he eſpy'd him, ſaid, 4 Sten- 
ny, Stenny, (for ſo he ever calld him, in familiarity) Mili thou 
kill me? At which the Duke ſtarted, and ſaid, Who, Sir, hath 
fo abu d you? At which the King ſat ſilent. Out went Buckzng- 
bam, fretting and fuming, and ask d who had been with the Kin 
iu his Abſence? It was told him Padro Meceſtria, Then, ſai 
he, Who brought him to the King? It was reply d, the Earl of 
Kely. Then he to ei and ask d him, How he durſt 
bring any one to the King in his Abſence, and without his Li- 
cenſe ? But Reih ſtood up cloſe to him; (for you muſt know, 
Kelly was the trueſt Alarm, to give warning of the downfal of 
2 favourite, of any in the Court) and knew his Power cou d 
do him no hurt with the King in Preſent; altho it utterly caſt 
him out of all Fayour from the King that ſucceeded in futuro. 
Then Buckingham queſtion d Padro Meceſtrig; which Quargel 
Ie | „ noi ſa 
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3% The True Setret Hiſtoryof | 
" Tnoioſa' undertock, and told him he wow'd maintain 'bim- 
* Traytor, and tho his Maſter's Perſpn were not on him, yet he 
1 Was a Chevalier, and better than himſelf; and he would make 
| - ie good upon him with his Sword. Then was the Prince, by 
-Buckingham, made to write a Letter of Complaint to the King 
of Sparn, for Moioſa's abuſing him and Buckingham. But the 
King of spain teturnd the Letter in a kind of Scorn to Inoi- 
e not as blaming him, but rather commending him: And 
oicſa in Scorn ſent it to the Prince; as if he ſhould fay, 
There is our Letter, to wipe , which is all it is fit for. 
But chis Story of Padre Maceſtrias to the King, working up- 
on his fearful Nature, made him both fear and hate the 
5 5 0 of Buckingbam ever after, cho he durſt never Publick- 
: 22ͤĩ 37:7 2 10-5 1; e 
Having thus ſhew'd! uchy the King hated Burqingbam, I am 


next tolſhew/ the reaſon of Buikinghamn's Extream hatred to 
"the: King which" was firongly bellevid to be the Cauſe of 
Bis Tpeedy: Exit from this Stage of Mortality. retiverton, a 
"Faithful Servant to the King, aud his Attorney. General, had 
ſnewed himſelf no leſs affectionate to Somerſet, being former - 
I raifed by him, witbout any ſeeking of his, or fo much as 
Within his thought; inſomuch as to Expreſs his Love to So- 
mf ſet; he deſired to: lay down that great Place, rather than 
-'aggravare;'as his 0 required, 'againft kim. This Man, a8 
well our of his Faithfulneſs, as Affection to Semerſet, was 
made choice of to work cke ddwnfall of Buckingham; in which 
-the-apparently ſhewed himſelf. But Buchingbam, as I told yu 
-+before;" (ont of che Kings fear, that durſt not maintain his own — |. 
Deſign, but left his Inſtruments to the mercy of uc hing bam's | 
2 being once gotten out of this Toil, ke a chaled 
_ 21Boar;'*foamed and bit at all that came nsar him; and a- 
wongſt them, firſt faſtened on Telberten, put him out of 
his Place, and committed him cloſe Priſoner to the Tower; 
». . Yelverion' having ſhew ahi mſelf ſd falchful co his Maſter and 
„bi Maſter ſo Unfairhful toc him, to leave him to undergo 
the hole Burden of Buck ingbams Fury, flew out iato fome 
E- »»paſſror} before Balfore, chen Lientenant of the Tower, and 
1 buchung s great Creature. And Balfore telling the Duke of 
een dad in hit Veſſion, the Duke: one Nipht about 


0 


6 : theide a Clock, c, ind Digue. nd with the Lien snant 
1 nl Hut ed Never tons Lodging: rabernn ac firſt ſight ſtar · 


3 ted, Welti believing he dame jncthat manner to Mucther 
1 bin; pet at hiſt tedohscted Hn¹α, and laid, Ay. Load, have 
dies the Kings Wham for hit? The Duke Anſwerd, No: 
muen ſaid Tele h A ν ut ou Ente & Cloſe: Frits ners 

Talg 7 75 is at nu n., Lia north And aſſure y bu 
e, . Lieutenant, zb Rau Hall tm of this, un you muft 
2 uwe 77.5! To'whidvthe Duke reply'\4;! ce 10 %% A 
1 end, it's feiner I torifeſs, upon Juſt cauſe, zoun Mortal Ene. 
euer lauen ane 1 
3M 92 . , £ 4 1 | a : | 
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will reſ lde me, 7 "vow to be 4 greater Friend to Jou, * ever 
It & Trete | egd can and will rater you fon fuld.” Then Tel 


verten tei him, It they were ſuch as he might, he would. 
The fir he asked was, What w donn he had ever done him 


that he ſo gretdily thirſted after h Blood? Telvertonreply'd; 
Never” a.; Pat wer. ah en to d what 1 did; by 4 Power 1 
could net n bland. en the Duke askd him, by whom 
tbe * "your * mee fart relverton; who hates-you mare 
than 4% Hig 147 20 55 cb yen might well underſtand,” when in 
big $$2279 id dee biet, he ſaid, He would not ſpare any 3 
no, bot 257 chat were deareſt to him, or lay in his Boſom ; 
by 7 935 pointed. them to you. Well, ſaid Buckingham, J. ſee 
$6 NEVE 
eg, 68 1-51 as by this: Give me you hand, which he did; 
« Hi::c:f:rth Aid he, you are my Friend, aul Ian Jure and 
will e 1M, bigher than I have caſt you down, "Which he 


Rc 


nad male 85 9, had Telverton liv'd : For he was inftantly re. | 


cas, g ths next Preferment had 2 Judges Place; and 
3:19 had had the Keeping of the Great Seal, had fo not Death Seal'd 
upon his Eves, and fo prevented it. And if there were no 
other Regſon, but thi; Change, from à mortal Eneny to ſo 
firm à Friend, it were ſiifficient to confirm the truth of 
this Story, ut the Por r{\;n from whom T had this Relation, 
had it from Teds own Mouth. And theſe were the true 
Cauſes of Brckz77hans hatred to the King, and the King's to 
Enckinzham 5 The King incerd had the moſt Power to revenge, 
but had the leſs Sure 72; eres Buckingham, who bad the 
leaſt Power, hai he mos Courage, ſharpened with Revenge. 
Aud. however the. \\ orid did believe the Kings Inclination 
Was cut os g Be; 5 7 Ground, tht he might not Revenge; 
vet it eos go. och er but a Corrardly” Diſpoſition, that durſt 
not alen is dur tho” the King 10k his 6p! ney oh. 

a BJ: cu. Plüffer⸗ end Peder, 5 ſhew'd Buck- 


Bt; gh? - % . he Pat 


ing. 75 loſt Na: it kb n che Kitg 1 an Alte; that it was 


no E. Gian, Eat. a, Real! ity "Ghiew : 2070 Macejtrid'l had former- | 


» 1 


Ji; told the King 


And. now to Tetutn, from this Bio reffion, ( 8 * beſides | 


that ir is a great Secret, has not been altogether impertinent 
the Prince returts e Sein, and throws” off the Span 
* Matxh, When 15.35. 551 concluded; being in the laſt 
Scene, ch en ih the s Spantards, for as they had "Had the King, 
long in Tai. % $i che Treaty, "without any Deſign of bring- 
; ing it to ec. Cl , abe the Pritee came into p, and they 
thonzht be des lil to, bit n # Roman Carbatick, and thereupon 
began to be in Earneft, tl; Prince returns into England again, 
and turns it all feel ;For tho' when he left A Proxy, or 


v5 Na Confnm mation ef the Mar- 


Proc ati on with, D r 
ricgge, 75 ſoon 5 6185 5810 enfation” £2) Le from! Rome, which 


tig Tce Phe, Sea d "an fen to ; 8 the 
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waited to carry him to England, he poſted one Clark, a creature 
of the Dukes, back to Madrid, to command the Earl of Briſtol 
not to deliver the Procuration for the Eſpouſal, till he had fur- 
ther Order from England. And when the Prince and the Duke 
were arrived in England, and had given the King a plauſible 
account of the op Delays and-infincerity, and alſo of Bri- 
Hol's Miſcarriages, for whom the Duke had no kindneſs; which 
Account the King took upon the Prince's word, being back'd by 
the Dukes, without any ſtrict Examination into the matter; it 
was thereupon reſolved, by way of Retaliation for the Spaniards 
former delays, to have it delay'd on our fide by degrees, and 
not to break off all at once: Upon which an Abſolute Com- 
mand from the King to the Earl of Briſtel, was ſent to Madrid, 
with all ſpecd, to ſuſpend: the delivery of the Proxies, till Chrift- 
mas, tho the Diſpenſition came. In which Letter Briſtol had 
Inſtructions (that the King of Spain might ſee that the edge of 
their eagerneſs was now taken off) to demand the Reſtitution 
of the Palatinate and Electoral Dignity: (Which had been both 
waved and neglected in the Concluſion of the Treaty.) The 
King giving this as a reaſon for it, That it wou'd be a great Diſ- 
proportion for him to receive one Daughter with Foy and Content- 
nt, and to leave anorher at the ſame time in Sighs and Tears ; 
Which indeed was ſo good a Reaſon, that it ought to have 
been remembred much ſooner. | | SR 
But for the greater Affront to the Spaniard, this Power given 
to Briflol, to defer the Eſpouſals till Chriſtmas, was to be feſer - 
ved to himſelf, and not to be made Publick, till the Diſpen- 
ſation ſhould come to diſcover it. For in the Procuration left 
by the Prince, there was a Clauſe that the Power therein grant- 
ed, ſhou'd be in force but till Chriſtmas, and then to Expire : So 
that by this Order to Briſtol, the Execution of it was to be ſu-- 
pended, till it was altogether invalid. Which the Spaniards 
not knowing, made all Proviſion ready for it. And the 
truth is, it will be a little diverſion to the Reader, to let him 
know what a deal of do was made to no Lars, and which 
Briſſol knew wou d be fo, yet was not to diſcover it. For the 
King of Shai ſent into England Don Mendoza de Alcorcana, to 
King Fames, to Congratulate the Prince's happy Voyage into 
Spain, and his ſafe Return into England 3 and from thence he 
had Inſtructions to go into Flanders, Germany, and Itah, to 
make known to all Princes and Potentates, Allies to the King of 
Spain, how near the Treaty of Marriage between the Prince 
of England and the Infanta of Spain, was, to be conſummated. 
Inſomuch that the Polonian Ambaſſador at Madrid, that Sollici- 
ted to have the Infanta for the Prince of Poland, when he ſaw 
| ſuch Preparations for the Match with England, fainted in his 
hopes, and return'd home, And as ſoon as the Diſpenſation 
came from the New Pope (which was in the beginning of De- 
tember, Ponefires were made throughout all Spain, for joy; and 
_ the great Ordnance every where Thunder d out the Noiſe of 
2 Ky FN > It, 
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it. The Ninth of the Month was prefix d for the Marriage- | 
Day, a Tarras being erected between the Court, and the next 
Church, almoſt a Quarter of a Mile in length, cover d With 
Tapeſtry for the greater Magnificence ; and all things appointed 
in the higheſt State for ſo great a Solemnity. Preſents were 
provided in the Court of Spain for the King and Prince; thy 
nfanta's Family (to take into England) was ſettled and efta 
bliſhed : She had uled her beſt Skill among the Sweets of Speiy 
as one of the Principal of them, to cloath her Lord and Hu 
band with ſome Suits of perfumed Amber-Leather, ſome ei 
broider'd with Pearl, and ſome with Gold; ſhe had alſo pi 
Kis d the Engliſh Tongue, to make it Natural, by the helpf 
her two Jeſuite Tutors, Wadſworth and Boniface 3 and bega 
draw the Letters which ſhe intended to have written, the 
of her Eſpouſals, to the Prince her Husband, and tbe King 
Eather-in-law : Her Journey into England being reſoly'd n 
abour the Beginning of March. 1 : 
In this State of Readineſs for the Conſummation of the 
riage, were the Affairs of Spain, when King Fames's 
mands, like a Cloud, over-ſhadow'd the Brightneſs of em 
Briſtol had freſh Orders ſent him to declare poſitively to 
King of Spain, That without the Reſtitution of the Palatinate, b 


the Electoral Dignity, the Treaty ſbou d proceed no further, And 
was back d by Four Meſſengers one after another; Which rais 
| ſuch a Duſt of Diſcontent among the People at Madrid, th 
they wiſh'd they had broken their Necks by the way ; the Com 
monalty of Spain being as much for the Match as thoſe in os 
land were againſt it. And if the Commonalty there were d\ 
diſturbed at the Influence of this Cloudy Meſſage, no doubt | | 
but the King and the Infanta were much more ſo ; the one to 
loſe. her Lover, and the other to loſe his Honour: For if the 
Infanta was difturb'd , becauſe her Heart was affected; the 
King was no leſs ſo, becauſe he found himſelf affronted. But 
the King's Anſwer to Briſtol, was, That the Palatinate wes none | 
of his to give, and the Electorate was in the Power of another; |= 
but if the Emperor and the Duke of Bavaria would not yield io Rea» 
ſon, be would arm himſelf on the King's Part againſt them. But | 
this wou'd not do; for now fair Promiſes had loſt their Vertue. 
Which the king of Spain perceiving, ſent to the Earl of Briſtol, 
to demand no more Audience of him, nor deliver any more 
Letters to the Infanta; and gave Command, That none ſhould 
hereafter call her Princeſs of England. And thus ended the 
| Spaniſh Treaty, which had been of above Seven Years length: h 
In which, for all the Subtilties of Olivares and Gundamore, the 
King at laſt came off a Conqueror, and paid the Spaniards in 
their own Coin, tho' with the Breach of his Oath and loſs: of 
his Honour. it Ne HE 
But that the Prince ſhou'd go into Spain privately, and with 
ſo much Hazard, te bring this Spaniſo Match about, and there 
| having made ſuch large Conceſhous to all the Spaniards De- | 
mands, and with the King of Spain had ſolemaly ſworn to ac-. 
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| bay King of Spain, and parting with ſo. much Satisfaction, 


with reſpect to the King and the Lady Infanta; the King 


Selling him, 7bet nothing. in the World could more oblige bim than 
ie Confidence he bad of bim, 10 put bimſelf into his Hands, * 
4 


ä uumſual with Princes : But he that valud his Honour aboue 


Earthly things, was the more endeared to bim, in that be gave 
bim, by this Acceſs, an Opportunity to expreſs it; and proteſted, he 
earneſuly d:fired -4 nearer Conjunition of Brotherl ect ian with 
bam, for the more entire Unity betwixt them ; And the Prince re- 
Aying to him again, Thar be was very ſenſible of thoſe high Fa- 


| The True Secret Hiſtory of | 
| compliſ the Marriage; having alſo been. ſo Royally treated 


= 


wars he bad found during bis Abode in. bis Court and Preſence; 


hich bad ſet ſuch an Fſrimarion upm bis Worth, that be knew 1: 


a to value it; but he wauld leave a Mediatrix that ſhou'd maße 


ood bis Deſects, if be would do bim the Honour, and make him jo 
laphy, 4s to preſerve bim in the good Opinion of ber, his moſt Fair, 
y moſe Dear Miſtreſs, And yet after ſuch a Parting as this, 
at che Prince ſhould ſend a Private Inſtruction to the Earl of 
vito, to ſtay the Delivery of the Proxy, till further Order, 
en before he was got out of Spain, does not only manifeſt 
K e Diſſimulation of the Prince, but his Want 


Wiſdom. alſo. And ſince there was no other Reaſon. for 


nis, but the Breach between he Duke and Oliuares, it 700 evi- 
dently makifeſts the great Aſcendant that the Duke had over 


the Prince: And not only over the Prince, but over the King 
too, ſince he cou d fo eaſily turn him from the Spauj Match, 


upon which his Heart was ſo fixed, that he himſcii ceclar'd, 


That lil the higheſt Orb, it carried all his Raccalta's 2/0x8 with it. 


Which, ſince I have mention d, it will not be amiſs to tell you 


* the. Occaſion of his ſaying it; it being. beſides, to the preſent 


The Prince's going into Spain, was not only kept Secret from 
King James s Council, but from the Lord Keeper Williams too; 


tho' the King confided in his Abilities above all the other of his 
Council: hut when it had taken vent, the King ask d the 
Keeper, Whether he thought the Knight-Errant's Pilgrimage, (mean- 


Ing the Prince's) mend prove Luckey to 71 the Spaniſh Lady, and 


uu ber ine England? Tes, Sir, (aner d my. Lord-Keep- 
— a2 4 the Marguis (for Buckingham was no more when he 
went 


| x into Stain, the Title of Duke being ſent thither after 
him, to ſet him on a Level with Duke dlivares) will give Ho. 
nur to Conde Duke Olivares, and remember be is the Favourite of 
Spain; or if Olivares will e Hurourame Civility to my Lord 


' Marquis, and remember he is 1 F:uovrite of England; the Wooing 
may be proſpereus : But if my 1 ord M i, fhowd forget ere Ee 


was, and not fioop to Qlivares; ur if Viivares, fo gettin what 


- Gueſt he þ:th receiv'd with the Prince, tear bimjelf baughoif, and 
dike 4 Caſtilian, ro my Lon Marquis 3 ihe Trmotation may be darge- 


vous to creſi jor” Mus good Intenti ung end pray God (con- 


din d he) War zaltter he on nor the Other run inte A 


- 
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| This Anſwer of the Keeper tod ſuch an Impreſſion upon the 
King, that he asked the Keeper, If be had wriz to bis Son and 1 

Marquis clearly, and upon what Ground be \ſhould ſtand? Ter, 


ſaid the Ke=per, and to that Purpoſe I have diſpatched ſome Pas- 


guete. Then ccntinne, ſaid the King, to help me and them in theſe 
Difficulties, with your belt Powers and Abilities, and'ſerve me faith» 
fuly in this Motion; which, like the higheſt orb, carries all my 
Race alta s, my Counſels at preſent, and Proſpets upon the future, 
"with it, and I will never part with ou. 
But notwithftanding all the Advice that the Lord-Keeper 
gave to the Duke, yet he ſplit the whole Buſineſs upon this ve- 
ry Rock which he bad been fore-warn'd of, both bv the King 
and the Lord. Keeper; and at laſt of all (as the Detector of 
the Four laſt Reigns well obſerves, diſcover d his Temper and 
Diſſimulation, u ſo ſtrange a manner, at his taking leave of 
Olivares, as is without all Example, as well as without the leaſt 
Care of the Prince's Safety: For the Duke told him, alter he 
had deliver'd the Inſtrument to ſtay the Delivery of the Proxy, 
That he was obliged to the King, Qucen, and Infama, in an Eternal 
Tie of Gratitude and that he won d be en Everlaſting Servant to 
em, and endeavour 10 do the beſt Offices for concluding the Match, 
and ſtrengthning the Amity berween' the Two Crowns's But is fir 
himſelf (Olivares) be had ſo diſoblig d him, that be cou 'i not, with» 
out Flartery, make the leaſt Profeſſion of F rientlſhip vo bm. 
Tis true, when the King underſtood that the Heats an 
Contraventions of the Duke with Oliv, and B., Mas ike 
to make a Rupture in the Treaty, he then began to conſider 
with himſelf the fickle State he ſtood in, both at Home amd 
Abroad, if the Marriage ſucceedea not; for all the Two Sub- 
ſidies he had granted him by the Parliament, and the Benevo- 
Hence he had Tais d afterwards upon the People by his own Au- 
-thority, was expended, and a great Debt contracted beſdes; 
and, which was more, be ftood but vpon il Terms with his 
Subjects, for petitioning him againſt this very Match, sud Al- 
ſerting their Privileges; for which, after he had diſolv'gd the 


Parliament, he impriſon'd ſeveral of them; the lie whereof 


was never done before by any of his Predeceſſors. Ani vt. 


For all this, now Buckingham had fo violentlv cauſed a Ruyrure of 


the Match, wherein, he plac'd his ſole Felicity, he had net Co. 


rage ſo much as to frown upon him; may, ſo wich as 1s 


-over-awed by him, that notwithſtanding the Doe had DIP 


A dhe Rate Ats of bis Counſels, und the Froſpest f his fi (haps 
Cele which he had placed in this Match; yet kb: ire the 
Duke's Advocate herein, and magnifies his Fidelity, Cor Hey, 
ond Conduct, in breaking it off: And aftecrwhrits cnc back the 
Earl of Briſtol um cbm 


the Bake had difobtig'd ihe K ing therebs, yt he nom began 
to value himſelf ſo much upon it, that he ſets uo för a HHH ot 
upon the Credit thereof, and Hothing dels Wil berve biut than 
As 5 | to 
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rol rom coming to the Parlament, tha he might 
not ſpoilithe fine Tale the Duke had told chere. For however | 
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to be the Darling of the Commons; for finding how much the 
People were againſt the Match, as we. have before noted, the 
Duke makes, what he at firſt did only out of Spight to 0lvares 
- and Briſtol, become now the Means of his own Safety; and in 
the Banqueting-Houſe at M bite - ball, before the King and both 
. Houſes of Parliament, aſcribes to himſelf the ſole Glory of 
breaking the Spaniſh Match. 
It will now be high time to have done with this Match; on- 
ly let me obſerve Two things more from it, which ſhew the 
King's both want of Care and Infincerity : The Firſt is, That 
to propagate this Match, he left his Son-in-law to conteſt with 
Powerful Enemies, without aſſiſting him; whereby he not onl 
loſt the Kingdom of Bohemia, expoſing the Proteſtant Intere 
there, to Ruine and Deſtruction; but alſo ſuffer d the Palati- 
| nate, his Hereditary Patrimony, and the Electoral Dignity, to 
; be raviſh'd both from him and his Children; whilſt by only 
11 | ſending Ambaſſadors, he made himſelf and the Exgliſb Nation 
> _ ridiculous all over Europe: So that in the King of Spain's own 
Tons, even whilft the Treaty was on foot, they preſented in 
their Comedies, Meſſengers bringing News in haſte, That the 
| Palatinate was likely to have a very numerous Army on Foot, 
for the King of Denmarh would furniſh him with a Thoutand 
Pickle-Herrings, the Hollandert with a Hundred thouſand But- 
ter- Boxes, and England with a Hundred thouſand Ambaſiadors ; 
picturing the King in one place, with a Scabbard without a 
Sword; and in another place, with a Sword that no body cou'd 
draw, tho divers Perſons ſtood pulling at it. In Bruffe/s they 
painted him with his Pockets hanging out, and never a Penny 
in them; and his Purſe turn'd up-fide down. And in Antwerp 
they pictur'd the Queen of Bobema like a poor Hhiſh Mant ler, 
b with her Hair hanging about her Ears, and her Child at her 
. Back, with the King her Father carrying the Cradle after her: 
B And every one of theſe Pictures had ſeveral Motto's, expreſ- 
5 . {ing their Malice; ſuch Scorns and Contempts were put upon 
5 the King, and in him upon the whole Nation. And all this 
while the King pretended that this Spaniſh Match was the only 
way to preſerve the Palatinate, Kh ſo he was perſwaded by 
Gondamer) tho' during the Time of the Treaty, it was actuall7 
taken away. ' | | // 3 8 5 57857 2411 
The Second thing I have to obſerve, is, I hat tho the Oc. 
caſion taken to break this Match (after it was ſo ſolemnly 
=. agreed upon, and ſworn to by both Kings and the Prince, and 
= that the Marriage ſhould be conſummate within Ten Days after 
2 the Diſpenſation came from Rome, which it did about the Begin- 
* ning of December, 1624.) was the Reſtitution of the Palatinate, 
nnd the Reſtoring the Palatine to the Electoral Dignity; yet 
in all the Treaty for this Match, the Reftitution of the Palati- 
nate was laid aſide: For the Earl of ' Briſtol, in his Defence 
_ + againſt the Duke's Charge, ſays, That his Inſtructions from 
King Fames, bearing Pate the 14th: of March, 1621, 7 


— 
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N That be ſbonld not make the Buſineſs of tbe Palatinate a Con». © 

dition of the Marriage: And that he had other Letters from the . 

| King, fully to the ſame Effect: And yet after all was conclu- —_- 

ded and folemnly ſworn to, all muſt be daſh'd again, without | = 

the Reſtitution of the Palatine to his Countrey and Electoral = 

Dignity ; which being perplex'd with ſuch Variety of Intereſts, | 

| as the Duke of Bavarar's having poſſeſs d himſelf of the Upper 2 

Palatinate, and the Reftitution of the Palatine being an Att cf : | | 
| the Emperor and Empire, was not in the King of Spain's Power : 
Nay, the Proxies left with the Earl, would not ſo much as ad- 
mit of a further Treaty, for the Marriage was to be conſum- 
mate within Ten Days after the Arrival of the Diſpenſation 

from Rome. This certainly argu'd the greateſt Inſincerity in | 

the King, of any thing in the World ; and made it appear to all . 
thinking Perſons, to ; only a Sham Pretence to come off with 
a little Credit at laſt: Notwithſtanding the Flouriſh the Duke 
makes in his Narrative to the Parliament, wherein he tells em, 

© It is fit. to obſerve. this Paſſage, which is the Thing whereupon | 

© all bis Highneſs's the Prince's ſubſequent Actions did depend? wo 

He had never ftay'd a Sennight longer in Spain; he had never . == 

© left any Proxy with Briſtol; he had never taken the Oath at the 4 


T 


© Eſcurial ; nor ever fo much as have written a Letter of Com- 
* plement to the Lady, but that he had ftill before his Eyes, as 
© his Cynoſure, the Promiſe made by the Conde, for the Reſtitu- 
© tion of the Palatinate. But if the Reſtitution of the Palatinate 
were the Foundation upon which the whole Treaty moved. 
why was it not ſo much as mention'd iu all the Treaty, ſo ſo- 
8 ſworn to by both Kings, the Prince, and Buckingbam 
himſelf? Nay, why ſhould King Fames, by two ſeveral Ex- 
preſſes to the Earl of Briſtol, command him, that he ſhou'd not 
make the Buſineſs of the Palatinate a Condition of the Mar- 
riage ? The plain Truth of the Matter, after all, is only this: 
When the King writ to Briſtol, he was afraid the Buſineſs of the 
Palatinate wou d have ſpoil'd the Match; but when the Match 
was to be broken off, he knew, that to inſiſt upon the Reſtitu - 2 
tion of the Palatinate was the ready way to do it. 4 
But there muſt be a Match however; only the Bride muſt now | 
be had nearer home; but ſhe muſt be a Catholick ſtill : So that 
the Proteftant Religion is like to get nothing by it, but a Queen 
that will govern her Husband, bring up her Children Papiſts, 
and Embroil the State; and this was Henrietta Maria, the * 
youngeſt Daughter of Henry the Fourth of France; but this 
Match went on more ſmoothly ; for Lewis the 13th was as ear- 
neſt for it as King Fames, telling my Lord Kenfington, That he 
took it for an Honour that he ſought his Siſter for the ſole Son 
of ſo Illuſtrious a King, his Neighbour and Ally; only he de- 
fired that he might (end to Rome to have the Pope's conſent for 
the better ſatisfaction of his Conſcience. Cardinal Ricbhlieu, 
was now Chief Minifter in France, and ſat at the Helm of 
Affairs there, managing all Tranſadions with a ſupreme Dill. 
8 | AR e 25-woniine; 
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torſhip; being a quite other Miniſter of State than 01;uares was 
in Spain. | Richlieu ( for all the French King's Fondneſs for this 
Match) had his Eyes in evry Corner of the Court of Eng- 
lend; and very well knew how eager the King was to have this 
| < ip, > 9p and he Ee. as well likewiſe, how much he 
uas an over-match for Buckingbaw, who was to have the Tran - 
@Qing of it, and therefore how much ſoever it was deſired in 
France, yet in the Treaty Richlieu was reſoly'd to make the 
Engliſh Court to lower their Topſail, and bring em to his Bow, 
To which end, he inſiſted upon the fame. Articles of Religion,” 
and Liberty ſor Popiſh Recufants, which were granted in Sh,j? 
= and was fo tar from abating an Iota of them, that hz rais'd *em 
6 higher ; for he alledged, that it was not fit that his Maſter, - 
_—_ uho was the Eldeſt Son of the Church, ſhould abate anything 
| of what was granted to the Catholick King. And yet for all 
theſe high Terms, her Portion was but Eight hundred thous 
* ſand Crowns, (which was not one Jenth of what che Infantas 
= Portion was) Altho'yet the Conſideration of it mult be Eighteen 
1 thouſand Pounds per amum Joynture; which (as if it was not 
half enough) her Son afterwards increas'd it to Fourty thous 
J fand: Beſides which, the King was to give ber Fifty thouſynd 
= - pounds in Jewels whereof ſhe was to have the Property, as much 
3 as of thoſe ſhe ſhou'd bring from £rance. King James was allo | 
obliged to maintain her and herHouſe; and ſhe was alſo to enjoy 
her Dowry and Joynture, which was to be Affign'd in Lands, 
Caſtles, and Houſes, whereof ane was to be furniſh'd, and fit 
for Habitation : and the ſaid Joynture to be paid her where- 
ever ſhe ſhouid defire to reſide: She was alſo to have the free 
Dilpolal of all the Benefices and Offices belonging to the ſaid 
Lands; whereof one was to be a Dutchy or County. And in 
Caſe ſhe ſurvive her Husband, her Dowry was to be return d 
to her intirely, whether ſhe lived in England, or not, And in 
Caſe ſhe dy d before her Husband without Children, the Moi - 
ety of her Portion to to be return d. And yet after all theſe 
large Proviſions, her Portion, ſuch as it was, muſt be paid 
bur one half the year after the Marriage, and the other half 
| tte year after that. Theſe were the Temporal Articles for 
* tis Frencb Match. It will now be worth our while to ſee what 
* was agreed to in thoſe which referr'd to Religion, © 


The Articles of Marriage of the King of Great 
Britain, with Madam Henrietta Maria of France, 


« THis Negotiation was fo happy, that it cauſed the King to ; 
& conſent to all the Articles demanded for the Catholicks, * 
8 and that His Majefty gave charge to His Ambaſſadors to ; 
$ agree them; which they Signed with the Cardinal at Pars; 
* the 10th of November, 1624. With theſe Conſiderations... 
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& purpoſe 4 25 in all the Royal Houſes, and 4 Biſhop withTwen. | 
s 


the muri ſped and brought up 


. ſhould be French Canbolicbs, choſen by the moſt Cb illtan Ne; 


8 70 t the King of Great Britain, and the Prince of Wa 


ten zeer “; and even the Pope defired the time to be enlat» 


- are to be nouriſhed by their Mother, and inſtructed in the . 


Expe cted from this Match, will appear from the Deputation 


n 


_ 
* 


That Madam, the King's Siſter, ſbould bave all ſwtof Len, il 
in the Exerciſe of the Catholick Apoſtalick Roman Religion; _ | 
4 A her Officers and ber Children: And that they ſhould have for this 


4 ty eight Prieffs to adminiſter the Sacraments, and the Word of GOD, © 

&« And to do all their Offices, © | VE | 
y Mefdan in the Catbolick Relipim un. | 

& rj] the Age of Thirteen year. |" 
„ That all t Domeſtichs which they ſhould carry inio En: nd, 


and when they died, ſhe ſhould rake other French Cethdlicks inheir 
& Places, but nevertheleſs by the coxſem ef the Ning of 
4 Britain. | | 


ce Son, ſhould oblige themſelves by 0th, not te atiempr, by way 


© whatſoever, iu make ber Change ber Religion, or t) force ber to // 1 


thing that might be contr ary itcreunto: And ſpould promiſe by 
e ting on the Faith and Word of 2 Ning and Prince, to gice Ord 
&« that the Catbolicks, as well Eeclefaſtical as Secular, whobeve be, 
7 rw Gun ſince the laſt Edit againſt them, ſhould be ſet arL\ 
"bor, FTT LITE. | 
F hat the Engliſh Cetbelichs ſhou'd be nv more Enquired 
ce their ogg nor ja wed ye take the Oath, Able Yer fe 
t ſomething contrary te the Catholick Religions: That their Good, 
pe von bye bern jeized fiace the laſt Edict, ſhould be reſtored 10 
_ 4 N. YR | | | 3 | 
Aud generally, that they ſhould receive more Liberty and Graces \ 
c in fauour. of this Ali nce with France, then had been promiſed | 
* them in cinfideration of that of Spain. e EZ 


I have fail before that Richlieu was fo far from abating the | 
leaft Iota of the Sparifh Articles, that he raisd em higher; 
and the before-recited Articles ſufficientl/ ' makes it out; 

For ia the Spaziſh Articles the Inf ante was to have but 24, 
Prieſts and Aﬀiftancs; but the French Lady is to have 28. 

In the Spaniſh Treaty the Children which ſhould be born of | 
that Marriage were to be brovght up by the Iſante only + _ 


gc only to Twelve years; but in this French Treaty, they 
Cu holick Religion, till the ge of Thirthen. - And what Pro- 
ficients they were in the Poptſh Religion by being ſo early 
and ſo long brought up in it; the two laſt Reigns has fuf- 
Hciently ſhewn us. And what Fruit the Roman Carbolicky - 
of Father Berule, Superiour Genera} of the Oratory, to his 
Holineſs, to obtain the Diſpenſation for the aforeſaid Mar- 


n The 


—— 


Tele uſtructions which were given to Father de Berule, 
| were, “ To render himſelf with all diligence at Rome, to ob- 
/ © tainthe Popes Diſpenſation; and to this effect, to repre- 
/ * ſent to his Holineſs, That the King of Great Britain ha - 
| © ving demanded of the King, his Siſter : His Majeſty hear- 
| "© kered more willingly to this Propoſition, in that he Eſteem'd 
| © it fery profitable towards the Converſion of the Engliſh, 
as heretofore a French Princeſs married into England, had 
* E jnuced them to Embrace Chriſtianity; but the Honour 
1 | .. wich he had vowed to the holy See, and particularly to 
9 «* hj Holineſs, who baptized: him in the Name of. Pope 
2% 75 % Cment the Eighth, did not permit him to Execute the 
IN '_ - © Teaty without having obtained his Diſpenſation. That 
«1 775 is Marriage ought to be look d upon, not only for the 
2% 3 efit of the Engliſb Catholicks, but of all Chriſtendom, © 
1 ho would thereby receive great Advantage: That there 
1 « /as nothing to be hazarded for in Madam, ſeeing that ſhe 
. %s as firm in the Faith, and in Piety, as he could defire: 
$3 hat the had a Biſhop and 28 Prieſts to do their Duties: 
«That ſhe had not a Domeſtick that was not Catbolick; and 
that the King of Great Britain, and the Prince of Wales, 
would * themſelves by Writing and by Oath, not to 
i ſolicit her directly or indirectly, neither by themſelves, nor 
- 4 by Perſons interpoſed, to change her Religion: On the 
5 contrary, having nothing to fear for her, he had great 
| Cauſe to hope that ſhe being dearly beloved of the King, 
© who was already well enough diſpoſed to be a Catholick: 
« and of the Prince of Wales, ſhe might by ſo much the 
4 more contribute to their Converſion ; as Women have won- 
© dexful Power over their Husbands, and their Fathers-in- 
„Law, when love hath given them the Aſcendant over 
t their Spirits: That ſhe was ſo Zealous in Religion, that 
there was no doubt but ſhe wou'd Employ in this Pious 
4 Deſign, all that depended upon her Induſtry: And that 
| * if GOD ſhou'd not bleſs her Intentions in the Perſon of 
T9 King Fames, and of the Prince of Wales, it was apparent 
4 that their Children would be the Reftorers of the Faith, 
* which their Anceſtors had deftroyedsy ſecing ſhe wou'd 
4 have the Charge to Educate them in the Belief, and in the 
« Exerciſe of the Catholick Religion, till the Age of Thir- 
| © teen years; and that theſe firft Seeds of Piety being laid in 
4 their Souls, cultivated with care at the time where the 
4 ſhould be more ſuſceptible of Inſtructions, would infallibl 
* produce ſtable and permanent Fruits; that is toſay, a Faith 
| 14 f firm, that it might not be ſhaken by Hereſie in a riper 
* Age. That after all, the Catholicks of England would receive 
* no ſmall profit at preſent, ſince the King of Great Britain, 
* and the Prince of Wales, wou'd both oblige themſelves upon 
their Faith, and by Writing, no more to Eaquire after them, 
nor Puniſh them when they ſhould be diſcovered: To En- 
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tte Fourth, then King of Navarre. All theſe things ſpoke 


preſſing of the Proteſtant Religion, 
: Prince was poſitive in, both for himſelf and his 
Father, that he would Rally bring it abont in three years; 


227 for the Jole ration of the Roman Religion, ar futeh a G 0D. 
Dull judee bim, be ne: er thought nor meant, nor never in werde 
Expreſſed anjubing that re of it. The very reading” of 

 whech, is enough to make'one tremble !' That any one ſhou'd, - 

| de ſo given ver to a reprobate ſenſe, as to declare with ſuch 
. Alfeverations, what his own Con ciene, as well as bis Actions, 

+  - eeftified to him, was a Lye! If Religion, Truth, and uſtice, 
Supports the Thrones of Princes, what ſhall we think of 


3 8 
1 x 


_ Thoſe: that having wholly abandon'd theſe Vertnes, ſeek to 


 Eftabliſh/ themſelves by Falſehood, Lying and Deceit !"Sar&he 

kat reflects upon theſe things, and conſiders the woful Cäta- 

ſtrophe that befel bis Unfortunate. Family, cannot but own, 

chat as there is a Reward for the Righteous, ſo there” is a 

- BW _ GOD that Judgech in the Earth. For whatever Aﬀſeverati. _ 
| ons the King made to the Contrary, it plainly” appear d 

- ſoon (after, what | diſmal Effects this French Marriage . 

bor ilhe Proteſtants in France were ruin d by the King's len- 

ding the French King his Fleet. In recompence whereof 

tie French were to permit TER who had fais d an Army, 

my bf 18000 Fo6t, and 2000 Horſe in England, to land at Calais, 
wee eee ene r 
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386 Tue True Secret Hiſtory 7, ;. 
where che French ſhould joyn him with another Body of 

| Horſe and Foot, for the Recovery of the Palatinate: Which 
was only a Jeſuitical contrivance. to render thole Forces of 
no uſe, as the ſequel made evident: For this Army being | 

_ſhipt at Dover, and put over to Calais, were there deny 
| Entrance ; and having no other Inſtructions, and wanting 
1 Proviſions, they lay neglected at Sea; and in this diftreſs, 
1 a Peſtilence raged among them, ſo that they were forcd + 
to ſail to Zealand; where having no Orders, they were de- 
 - - _ nied Landing there; and this being the moſt terribl e ſeaſon 
1 of the year, in December, what by Hunger, Cold and Pefti- 
| lence, above two thirds of them peri before leave could 
be obtained to land them in Holland: So that they never 
did the King of Spain ſo much hurt, as they had done in 
Elacland before they were ſhipt, living upon Plunder and Free- 
quarter. And this was the firſt Fruits of our Treaty with 
France, and a Specimen how well Lewis the thirteenth wou'd 
make good his Promiſe to King James, to render him all 
good Offices in his own Perſon, whenſoever King Famer 

wou'd deſire him. 6 1 
But tho theſe. were ſad Preſages of what might be ex- 

pected from the deſigned Marriage, yet theſe things no ways 

= diſcompos'd the quiet Repoſe of our Pacifick King: Who if 

0 he could but ſee his only Son married to a Daughter of 
Face, it was all he defird; nor did he trouble himſelf 

with what might be the Conſequenge : Which yet he ne- 

ver liy d to ſee; for the thread of his Life was ſpun out be- 


fore the Marriage was conſummated. „„ 
The King, according to his wonted Cuſtom, going his 
Hunting Tourney,” which he always ended in Len, was ſei- 
zed on by an Ordinary Tertian Aue: Which at that Seaſon, 
1 the Proverb, was Phyſ«t for a King; but it prov'd - 
_ Otherwiſe to him; for what was but Phyſick to any other, 
was made mortal to him, Vet, to ſpeak the truth, the 
Ague was not that which prov'd ſo fatal to him: For the 
Duke of . Buckinebam did upon Monday the 2 iſt of March, 
(when in the Judgment of the Phyſitians the Ague was in 
its Declination ) apply a Plaifter to rhe Wriſts and Stomach _ 
of the King, and did allo deliver ſeveral quantities of Drink. 
to_the King, contrary. to the will of his Phyſicians, who re- 
fuſed to meddle farther with the King till the ſaid Plaifter 
yah removed: And that the King himſelf, as patieat as he 
as.in bis Sickneſs, fear'd ſome foul play, appears by what 
aid to a Servant of his, who. cried, Courage, Sir, this 
e ku e ſmall Fit, the next will be none: 45 all; at which the 
King. looking Earacfily on him, ſaid, Ab 7. it is not the Ague 
x ei me, byt the black Plaifler and Powder . grven me by 
Buckingham, and leid io my Sromach : And in truth the +Plat- 
fer ſo termented him; chat he was glad to have it pulfd 
fl, which yet covid? not be dene withcur bringing away 
3 | | ff 
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the Skin alſo. Nor was it indeed fair dealing, to bring in 
an Emperick: to apply any Medicines while the Phyſicians 
appointed to attend him were at Dinner: This was (ſich = 
2 Daring as was not Inſtiſiable; and ſome of the Kings 
Pbyſitians mutter d againſt it; others made à great Neiſe, 
and were forc'd to fly for it; and tho the Rilt voice was 
quickly ſilenc d by the Dukes Power, yet the Clamorous made 
ſuch deep impreſſions, that bis fetended Innocence cou d 
never wear em out. And King Famer was ſo afraid of foul 
Play, that he wou'd often ſay to Moatgomery,(whon he truſtedd 
Fo all Men in his Sickneſs) Vor G'0D's ſake lool I have 
Now that which made the King ſo afraid of foul Play 
from Buckingham, was a Letter that he had teceisd from 
 innoſa, which Buckingham had writ to the Queen of Babemis 
with his on hand, in anſwer . to 2 Letter writ” to him by 
that Queen, deſiring him to take care of her Intereſt in 
the : Freneb Treaty of Marriage, which was then going for- 
ward: In which Letter of Buckingham s to that Queen, theres 
was theſe words, Madam, Be confident thut mhutſoever bath mt 
been compaſs'd in Moſey's time, may be perfeſteũ in Joſhua's; 
altbo nn in the Old Man's Days. Which Letter by à ftrange 
Facality was intercepted before it got over, and was carried 
in to the Marquels Inoioſas hand, who found means to im- 
port it to King ꝓames: Now altho what he ' receiv'd from 
Inioſa by Padro Macejlrio, was that which gave him very 
much Diſturbance at firſt, yet upon  Buckingham's pleading 
his Innocence, he began to be pretty well Natisſied again; 
but this Letter was the thing that ſtuck with the King, as 
being matter of fact. It was alſo generally thought that the 
Duke had dealt ill with the King, or elſe be had never 
been tax'd ſo home by one of the King's Servants as he wass? 
For Buckingham ng into the King's Bed. Chamber, even when 
he was at the point of Death, an honeſt Servant of rhe Kings, 
Cried out, Ah! my Lord you have undime un, «ll bit peor 
Servants ;- tho you ure ſo well provided, you need not care, 
At which Bucbingbam kick d at him; but he caught him by the 
py > pag head come to the 2 D ee . 
zngbam preſently rifng, r un to the dying King's Bed 
Fre "20d dares Juſtice Sir, I am Abuſed by Taur Servants, 
and, wrongfully: accuſed: At uhich, the poor King *Mournfal- 
1y. fred his Eyes upon him, as who wonld ſay; Not wrongfully : 
For after the Application of that Plaiſter, aud the Drink 
that was twice given him by the Duke's own hand, (ane 
which he refuſed to take the third time) he ſaund himſek 
- much worſe and that a Drought, Raving, Faineing, ahd _ 
23 latermitting Pulſe, - follow!d thereupon? And When the 
i thy btizns; 26; comfort him, told him, That this feat . 
mairigg-of/ bis Health proceeded” irony, Cold, or ne ger. 
aal, Ne: ws ſaid: the King, i. N n „ 
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bad from Bukcingham. And for this, the Duke was Im- 

peach'd by the Commons in the Reign of his Son: And if 
dy ſay, This was but à Charge; 1 acknowledge it; but 
fa withal, It was a Charge by the Commons in Parliament; 
Who cho they may be miſ- inform'd, yet they ſeldom accuſe. 


. ny upon a_ falſe Rumor, or bare Suggeſtion ; and there- 
4 e it 


will be a hard Task for a Man” to excuſe his Suc- 
,  cefſor for diſſolving that Parliament, to preſerve one that 
was accus'd for Poyſoning his Father: And there is ons ; 
thing more, which makes it next to a poſitive Proof; and 
that is; That tho that Parliament bad voted him four Sub- 
ſidies, and four Fifteenths, yet as much as the King wan- 
ted Money, rather than this Charge ſhould be brought 
to an iſſue, he diſſolv'd the Parliament, before it was pals 4 
into an Act, and thereby loſt the Mony. 
But however: that was, a little before his Death, he call - 
ed for the Prince his Son, who riſing out of his Bed ſome- 
thing before Day, and preſenting himſelf before him, the 
King rouzed up his Spirits, and raiſed himſelf up, as if he 
meant to have ſpoke to him; but Nature being Exhauſt- 
ed, his ſtrength was not ſufficient to Expreſs what he in- 
tendedy but ſoon after. Expired, dying on 'Sunday-Morning, 
March 27. 1625. at Theobalds, in the Nine and Fifteenth 
_ Year of his Age, and the 22th Year of his Reign compleat. 
And was buried at Weſtminſter the 7th of May following, 
. ſ% ᷣ ho Re 0G, 
This King was. the firſt of the Name of Famer that ever 
rul'd in England, and it had been well for the Nation if 
he had been the laſt of it too; it being the opinion of ma- 
num, that it had been much better if there had been neither 
Firſt nor Second: For as the firſt came in with a Plague 
upon our Bodies, ſo the laſt went out for Endeavouring to 


* bring a Plague upon our Souls. | But as to Fumes the firſt, 
„238 de incourag'd Flatterers, ſo they Encouragd him to 


thiak bimſelt more than he ought, by Stiling him what he 
knew he was not, that is, Sacred; nay, Moſt Sacred; an Ap- 
pellation ſcarce ever given to any of our Kings before him: 
He was alſo oſten Stiled the Solomon of his Age; tho' with- 
. oat! the leaſt. Shadow of Reaſon; for never were two Kings 
more unlike, unleſs it were in their Sons, Reboboam and Charles ; 
for Jolamen died the Richeſt of all the Kings in the World, 
and King games the Pooreſt: Solomon exce lled above all other 


3 Kings for Wisdom; being divinely inſpired, and "his Pro- 


Verbs gere ſo many Divine Sentences. for the Improvement 
of Vertue and Morality; whereas this Kings Learning was 
not on witrout Wiſdom; (tho“ ſo much boaſted in by him- 

ſelf auc Flatterers) but was alſo a Scandal to his Crown; 

and wanted moſt what: Sclomem was moſt ſolicitous for, to 
nuit; Wien to gevern his People: Addictiag himſelf moſt 


to Senſval Pleaſures, whlft ke neglected boch the Foreign 
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and Domeſtick Affairs of his Kingdom: Being /only—Greae, 
in making himſelf Little; at Home, not belov'd 4 and A- 

btoad, Contemptible: A Prince who Squanderd away he 
ſacred Patrimony of the Crown amonęſt his Flatterers and 


Favourites; and thereby became unable to ſupport the Ho- 


Nour of the Nation Abroad; and negletting the increaſe and 


repair - of his Ngvy Royal, not only render'd the Nation in an 
unſettled and dangerous Peace at home, hut notwithſtanding 


the Treaty with the Duteb for Licenſe tofiſh upon the Coaſts 


of England and Scotland, he ſuffer d them with Men of War 
to guard their 'Fiſheries, and do it Whether he wou d or no: 


A Prince that treated his Parliaments like School Boys, and 
made greater Invaftons upon their Freedom and Priviledges 


even in the firſt Parliament that he Call'd, than many of bis 
Predeceſſors had done in their whole Reigus: And how the 


Laus and Liberties of the People of England; and the pri- 


viledges of Parliaments, were intrench'd upon in the begin- 


ing of his Reign, wül beſt appear by tuo Remonſtrances 
made by two of his Parliaments, one in the Second, the 
other in the Seventh year of his Reign, to which 1 refer 


the Reader. He introduced alſo an Unpreſidented way of 
etting the Judges to make Laws to his Humour, when the 


Parliament would not: For tho the Parliament rejeſted the 
Union between the two Kingdoms; and that the Judges could 
not pretend to go ſo high as to do that, yet they could Na- 


turalize a whole Nation at once, as in the Caſe of the Poſt 
Nati: So that the King had ſome Experienee of the Truth 
of that ſaying of his, Let me mehe what Judges Iwill, and what 
at Goſpel I will. 
But in the Twelfth year of his Reign, ſome of his 
Courtiers pretended to have ſuch an Intereſt in every County: 
and Burrough. as to procure Returns of ſuch Members 36 


| ſhou'd do what the King pleas d z but they found themfelres 


miſtaken; for inſtead of Contributing to the King's Wants, 


which was all the King wanted, they laid open his Profuſenes, 
and enquir'd into the Cauſes of the unexpected increaſe of _ 


Popiſh Recuſants tince the Gunpowder Plot, and into many other 


Miſcarriages of Government: Which the King willing to have. - 
conceal'd, not only ftop'd their Courſe by a Diffolution, but 


alſo afterwards committed ſuch of them as were moſt ad, 


for the Publick Good, to the Tower and other Priſons; and 


then to ſupply his Neceſſities, ſet on foot a Benevoſegee, 
by which he got a very little Money, and loſt a great deal ef 


| Love and Affection. But certain it is. that cha his Ertrag. 
vagance was inſupportable, yet becauſe the Parliament” Ras 


backward in furniſning him witk Money to squander away as 


be pleas d. that he coneeiv'd a great Avetſion to Parliaments, 
and had thoughts, if poſſible, to lay them aſide for ever: And 
as certain it is alſo, that the fame Ave yſion to Pat liaments de- 


ended upon his Of- ſpring, who proſecuted the ſame Deſigu 
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| ff - Auling- without Parliaments, as was ſufficiently Evident 
from that Twelve years Receſs fromParlaments: which was 
id bis Sons Reign; of which we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
© afterwards, Nor is it any wonder that thoſe Princes who 
© are fond of Arbitrary Fower, and for advancing; their oon 
Prerogatives, ſuould be Jealous of Parliaments, which are the 
only Bulwarks of the People's Liperties; and by which Eng- 
land has ſtill preſervd theirs: When as almoIt all the reſt of 
Europe is over run wich abſolute and Deſpotick Power, — 
But to return again to Ming Fame s Character. 
die was a Prince that wou d make a great deal too bold 
with 60 in his * curſing and dien, and ſome- 
times even verging on Blaſphemy z yet in his better temper 
would ſay, be hopd GO D wou'd pardon him, and not 
impute them to him, becaule they proceeded. from Paſſion : 
But 1 chink he had need of great Aſſurance, rather than 
Hope, that would dayly make fo bold with GOD: Eſpes 
ciallys ſeeing by his diſſolute Life and prophane Converſation, 
be debauched and Effeminited the Genius of the Engliſh 
- - Nation: Whereby it became more ſeandalir d for Swearing 
and Drinking, than in any Age before. He was a Prince, 
that inſtead of going on where his Predeceſſor left off, broke 
All the meaſures by which ſhe and her Father became the | 
. _ Arbitrators: of Chriſtendom, & Prince fearful of all his Ene- 
2 mies abroad, to that degree, that he wou'd rather ſuffer 
tie Loſsof an thing, thin contend with em for it. And 
bene ie was chat he quietly paſt by the Barbarous Uſage 
of his Subjects at Anboina by the Dutch, who durſt never 
have done what they did, had England had a Martial Prince: 
But they knew well enough who they had to deal wichal: 
ie das only great, by Exerciſing a Tyrannical Arbitrary 
Power over his Parliament and People at Home: He only 
ſſood looking on, while the French in a manner ſuppreſs'd 
ſtthoſe of the Reformed Religion in France; and ſuffered Fer- 
din und the Second to overrun and almoſt ſubdue the pro- 


= 


fore; and tho he dy'd before it was conſummated, N 0 
or the 


e ine be das ingag d in a Foreign War, yet the Mo- 
dies given by che Parliament for the Carryin 


his Favourite, agai 
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| pate Will and Pleaſure, and his Son's own Honour and In- 


tereſt ; which doubtleſs; was a great mortification to him ; 
and which he often complain'd of, but had not the Cou- 
rage to redreſs : And ſo ongly was this Favourite poſ- 
ſel of his Power over the Prince, in the King's Life, 
that the Son little minded his Father's Precepts, or the 
Counſels of any elſe, after his Death; whereby he in- 


creaſed the Feuds, Jealouſies and Animoſities of the King- 


dom; which at laſt ended in a ſad Cataſtrophe, both of the 
Favourite and the King: All which might have been 
prevented, had he but made a timely uſe of one of his 

own Apothegws; which was, Let. that Prince which would 


beqvare of Conſpiracies, be rather jealous of ſuch whom bis Ex- 


traordinary Favours have advanc d, than of thoſe whom his Diſ- 
pleaſure bath diſcontented ; Theſe want means to Execute their 
Pleaſure, but they have means at Pleaſure to execute their 
Deſires : For Ambition to vule, is more vehement than Malice to 
revenge · This ſhews he had good Notions in Conception, 


but cou'd bring few of em into Action, tho' they ten- 


ded to his own Preſervation. Before his Death, his 
Daughter with her Husband and her many Chil- 
dren, were driven into Exile and Poverty, in the 
Dominion of the States of the United Netherlands : Where 


they were more relieved by the States, the Prince of 


Orange, and ſome Biſhops and Noblemen of England, than 
either by their Father, or his Son, King Charles the Firſt : 
The True Secret Hiſtory of whoſe Reign, is next to be 
conſider'd by us. | | 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 
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Bilſon, Bp. of Wincheſter, a Promoter of the Marriage betwixe 


the E. of Somerſet and the Congeels of Eſex, 27. Wh 
Son Was call'd Sir _— i i # 1378 
eign, 


Biſhops, in Q. Elixabeth t Perſeitods, 317. _ 
that in the next Reign Fn, Learning and 1 


Anke. the Troubles in that Kingdom, ; — 5 
Boſworth Fight, 144, 158 
Bothwell, his Murder of the K. of Scots, 290. His Marriage to 

Mary 2 « of, Scots, 2925 301. His Flight, 292. Impriſonment 


in 


298 
Bramber, Nicki As, Lord Mayor of London, bang d, 94 
Briſtol, a fatal Place to haſty Favourites, : 100 


301 
Buckingham, Duke of, his Riſe, 297, 329, 349. His Competi- 

tion with the E. of Somerſer, 331. His Character, 350, 371. 
His Hatred to K. James I. 372, 374, Oc. Rudeneſs to Pr. 
Charles, 373. His Aſcendant over both the Father and Son; 


3578, 391. His Conference with Telverton a Prifoner in the 


Tower, 374. His Impeachment in Parliament, 388. His Uſe 
of a certain Plaiſter and Powder, 297. He is ſtabb d, ib. 


. Prophecy ausn, 1675 164 
Caligula made Edicts to be obſerved, but not to be read, 5 


2 Cardinal, his Arrival in Toglend, 187. Return to 


- Rome, 


| 191 
Cardar's Character of Edward vi. | | - OG 
Carew, Sir George, an Account of him, 310, 311 


| Carliſle, Bp. of, his 8 h on Henry IVth's Acceſſion; C440 
x Rwy, Sir Robert . E. of Somerſet) his Riſe, 320, &c. 


His Quarrel with Cecil, 321. . His Intrigue with the Counteſs 
of Eſſex, 322 to 329. What was the Cauſe of his Ruin, 329. 
His Pardon, 330. His Inſolence to George Villiers; 331. His 
and his Counteſs's Impriſonment, 332. His Arrai 2 
336, 337. Six Francis Bacon s Speech upon it, 338. is 
Countels s miſerable Death, and his own Charadter, 348 
Caterpillars of the Court deſtrib'd, ot 

Catherine, Wife to Henry \ VIII. her Reflection upon. her Mar- 
riage, - 173 
Cecil, Sir Robert (aterwards E. of alu) his 5 Hiſtory 2 — 
6 99 
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og, 311, Se. Suſpicious Death, 321. He prefsd Q. Eli- 
. 9 rs declare — Succeſſor, » N Js 20 
| Charles, Prince, (afterwards K. Charles I.) his Treaty of Mar- 
riage with the-Infanta of Spain, and the Pope's Letter to him 
3 "7708 —_ it, 3 it, 375. His Anfwer, 362. Remarks on them, 363. 
; | the Marriage Treaty, with Remarks, 364, &c. 

wo 17 Fed. The Progress and Ruin of the ſaid Treaty, 359, 
to 371. 375 to 377. 380, 381. His Marriage Treaty with 


8 Henrietta Maria of France, 581. Diſmal Effects of it, 38 95 
| | 3 
i | Chancer, G 55 bis Death, 107 
| _ Clergy, their Selfiſhneſs and Tyranny, 23, 28. Compliiits a- 
gainſt them, 26. Always ready to lend a Crutch to a lame 
| 2 108. Why they were ſo Tn employed by NT 
| 77, 7 
Clifford, Sir Roger, executed, © | if7 
bham, Lord, an Account of him, 34, 311,313 
0 Collingborn hang'd for a Diſtich on moO_ md Miniſters, 
„ 
cen a great one in 1618. | 35+ 
Conſtant ine s Prohibition againſt deforming the * = 
Cook, Sir Edward, bis Malice againft Sir Tho. Mon „ Ai. 
Cranmer, A-Bp, his Conduct in the Divorce 
from Catherine, 191. His Opinion of Thomas” eee. 
204. His Suffcrings, | 252 to 266 
creſſj Battle, 74 
Cromwell, Thomas, his Riſe, "9h: . Fall 204 to 206. Ex- 
D. 


Ty , Lord Henry, his Charagtr, 289, 290, 300. His 
Marriage to Mary Q. of Scots, Jealouſy of her, and 
Murder of her Secretary, 28 9. His own Cataſtrophe, 29 b 


301 i 
David, K. of Scots, taken Priſoner by the Engliſh, and ranſom'd, 


6 74 

| Daviſon fin'd and impriſon'd for his Diſpatch in the G ; 
ſion for executing Mary Q. of Scots, 310, 315, 317. His 
_ - Apology to Malſingham, :\= a6 
Delaware. Sir Perer, (Speaker of the Houſe of Commons) 
committed Priſoner for Life, at the Suit of oe 1 


Concubine, | „ 
Delays, the Danger of them, 8 
Drake, Sir Francis, his Circuit round the world,” „„ 
Dy and Empſon ſet up to oppreſs the People, 1 i686; 16g: "Their 

Fate, 177 813g. 
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IN D E X. 
Ja Dune, why calbd Crouchback, 


| "IM 108 
EDwaRD I, his Reign, 54. Why ſurnam'd Leng-ſhanks, 
' #6. His Wars and Victory in Scotland, ib. His ſecret Defigns 
all along for arbitrary Power, from 55 to 59. The Bravery 
of his virtuous Queen to fave; his Life, when he was poyſon d 
in the Holy-Lavd, 55. He clips the Power of the Clergy by 

_ ſeveral Statutes, 55 to 57. He ſummons the Temporal 
Lords to go to the Wars of Gaſcoigne, which they refuſe, - and 
he therefore threatens to hang up the Earl Marſhal, which 
he defies, 57. The Grievances of his Subjects ſent to him in 
a Roll, which he promis d to redreſs, 58. His Revenge upon 
the diſcontented Nobility, 59. His Preſent to the Pope to 
-  abſolve him from his Oath to his Subjects, 29. He liv'd to 
- . fee and reform his Error, 60. His Sickneſs, Death and 
; Character, no 5 a . ib. | 
Epward II. his Reign, 61. Why ſurnam'd Caernarvan, ib. 
His Coronation and Character, 16, 62, 65,73. His Fondneſs 
for Gapeſton, 61 to 865. He arreſts the Biſhop of Cheſter for 
the Reproof he gave him in his Father's Life-time,-62. His 
Defeat by. Robert Bruce in Scotland, 61. His Queen invades 
his Dominions, and forces him to fly, 69. Takes him Pri- 
ſoner, 50. He is depos d, ib. His Reſignation of the Crown 
to his Son, 71, 72. He is impriſon d, and murder d, 72, 73 
EpwarD III. his Reign, 74. His Birth, Election, Coronation 
and Marriage, 16, Character, 75, 83. His Surrender of the 
-. Sovereignty of Scotland, 76. He confirms Magna Charta 
twelve times, and breaks it as often, ib. His Wars in France, 
16. Truce, 77. Why he employ'd Clergy for moſt part in 
Places of Truſt, 77, 78. A-Bp. of Canterbury's Advice to 
him, 78, 79. He is govern'd by his Concubine, 80, 81. 1. 
1 


he was abandon d at his Death, ib. His numerous Iſſue, 75. 
Fate of his Poſterit / | 

EpwaRD the Black Prince, his Victorys, Death and Character, 

J outbound contends 74. 75. do 
EpwanD IV. his Reign, 124. His Victory at Mortimer Croſs, 
1323: His Declaration of his Title, 125. How he ingratia- 

ted himſelf with the City of London, 126. His Character, 16. 
127. His Marriage, 126. His Injuſtice and Cruelty, 127. 
His Veracity, 138. His Chaſtity, 76. 129. Character of his 
„Laneubines 129. His Death and Iſſue, 1324,29 
Epward V. his Reign, 130. The ſecret Steps by which he 
Was deprived of his Crown and Life, 130 to 143, 144, 
- 147. Verſes on the Deeth of him and his Brother, 147 
Faw4re, Prince, Son to Henry VI. his Murder, 134, 127 
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IND E x. 


. Ebwanp VI. his Reign, 213. His Progreſs in the Reforma- 
tion, 216. Quarrel between his Uncies, 217. Their Cha- 
l—acter, ib. Their Ruin, 218 to 224, His Sorrow forthe 
Death of his Uncle the Duke of Somerſet, 226. His Sickneſs 
ſuppos d to be the Effect of Poiſon, 227, 232. His Settle- 
ment of the Succeſſion, 230. His Death, Interment, laſt 
Prayer and Character, | 115, 233 to 235 
Elector Palatine, ruin d by the Cowardice of K. James I. 355, 
c. And by his Zeal for the Spaniſh March, 359,381 
ELIz aB ETER, Queen, her Reign and Character, 268, 269. Her 
Caution at firſt to diſoblige the Popiſh Party, 269. Her Co4 
ronation refuſed to be perform'd by the A-Bp. of York, 270. 
She is courted in Marriage by Admiral Seymour, 217, 218. 
By her Siſter's Husband, as of Spain, 270. Her go 
Opinion of him, ib. Her Reaſons for refuſing him, 27 1. 
She is courred by the Arch-Duke Charles, 287. She brings 
on a Change of Religion by Degrees, 273. Her Right re. 
cognis'd by Parliament, ib. Why. the Act paſs'd by her Father 
for excluding her was not repeaPd, is. Her Tenaciouſneſs of 
her Title, 36. The Reaſon of her implacable Diſlike to Ma- 
1 Q. of Scots, 274, 6c. 277, Oc. 285. And of her com- 
mitting the Earl and Counteſs of Hertford ro the Tower, 
274. 275. ne her Difference with Mary Queen 
of Scots, 275, tc. 284. Her Advantage over the Q. of Scots, 
278. She refuſes to guarantee her Paſſage from France to 
Scotland, 279. Her Ambaſſador Throckmorton's Diſcourſe 
with her in France, 279 ro 284. She did not care to hear 
mention made of her Succeſſor, 285, 286. Her violent Suſ- 
picions of Mary Q. of Scots, 286. Her amicable Propoſal to 
| E about a Husband, 287, 288. She oppoſes her Match witli 
Lord Darnley, and recommends the E. of Leiceſter, 288, 289. 
Her Ingratitude if not Injuſtice to Mary Q. of Scots, 294 to | 
£96, 307. Her Concern upon the News of her Execution, 
314. The Blemiſhes of her Reign, 317. Her Concern for 
the Execution of the E. of Eſſex, 319. Her own Sickneſs 


and Death, | 269,319, 320 
Elizabeth, Princeſs, Daughter to K. Fames I. her | Marriage, 
| 353 
Elvis, Sir Fervis, his Execution, 333. His Caution to Poſteri- 
3 ty. | 82 8 334 
En hen and Dudley ſet up to oppreſs the People, 161, 169. 
Their Fate, + : | 177,212 
Engliſh, when they were a Terror to the Spaniards, 268 
*Eſſex, Earl, his Character and Story, 5 1b. 318 
Exchequer, how far it reach d once, "> "Rap 
Exton, Sir Pierce, his Murder of Richard IE. on 
Dey: i 1 Wi, 


v8 
"8 
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Heir- male, an odd Definition of it; 


Henxy I. his Reign, 15. Why ſurnam'd Beauclerc, ib. His 
Virtues and Vices, 16, 19, 20. His haſte to get into the 
Throne before his elder Brother's Return from the Holy- 


Land, 16, 17. His — him, 17, 18. He firſt gives | 
him 
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Ace, Human, contend * Regard to . 5 10 * 
Faukirk Battle in Scotla : 54 
Favourites, Court, what they feed upon, | 87 


Feckuam, Dean of St. PauPs, ſent to 22 Lady Jane Gray 
to Popery, 


249 
Fogge flies to the Sanctuary at Weſtminſter, and i is baden. 145 
Foxley, a Pot-maker, fleeps 14 Days, 240 


r Diſcovery of the North-Eaſt Paſldge, 269 


G. 


Arter, Order, by whom inſtituted, © 74 
Gaveſton, Pierce, his Character, ic mit Fare, 6 1 to 


65 

Glendoure's Rebellion, 105 to 115 
Glouceſter, (Thomas D. of ) Uncle to Richard 1. his Hiſtory and 
Fate, 3g) to 96 
Glouceſter, (Humphrey D. of) his Murder, 112 


- God d--1 me, Who is recorded to be the firſt chat us d that 


Curſe, 166 


CSondbmar, the Spaniſh Ambaſſador, his Aſcendant over K. a—_ 


314. His Malice to Sir Walter Raleigh, 315. Wy 
to call Q. Elizabeth, a 5 


. Gower, Sir John, the famous Poet, his Death, 


Gowry, Earl of, his Murder, 302. Commemoratida of Gem) 8 
Conſpiracy, 307 

Gray, Lady Jane, her Marriage, 228. Character, 230, 238, 
251. She is proclaim'd Queen, 238. Diveſted of her Roy- 
alty, 239, 240. Dean of St. Paul's ſent to reconcile her to 
Popery, 249. Her Execution, 


| - © ag" 
. Lord, an Account of Hig), 310,311,313 


Harlot, the Origin a that Name, 1 


| Harold, his Breach of his Oath to William he Conqueror, Fs 4 


Puniſhment for it, 


Haſtings Battle, | | 3. 6 
Haſtings, Lord, his Impriſonment 1 139, 140 
Heart of Man, never fatisfy'd, an Inſtance of it, 25 


r 
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him an Annuity, then wheedles him out of it; and laſt of all 
s to Normandy, where he defeats him, and brings him 
. Priſoner, 15, 17, 18. Retakes him after his 1 
and 


and puts out his Eyes, 19. His Laws, and the Curſe 
noune d againſt them by the Pope, 28. His Leachery 
Baſtards, 20. The Difference betwixt his Incontinency and 
that of K. William II. 20. His Death, CC 
HENRY II. his Reign, 24. Why he was called Short-mantle, 
ib. His Valour, Dominions and Stile, and his Coronation 
three times, ib. He robs his Brother of the. Dutchy of 
Anjou, 25. How he ſmarted for it all his Days, 26. His 
Methods to reduce the lawleſs Power of the Clergy, and his 
Controverſy with Becket, 24, 26, c. His Mean- piritedneſs 
in viſiting his Tomb, 24, 30. His Wickedneſs, 30,31. His 
Concubine Roſamond her Fate, ib. Another of his Concu- 
bines, 31. His Peace with Lewis of France, 24, 25. He 
cauſes his eldeſt Son to be crown'd K. of England in his own 
Life-time, 24. His Conqueſt of Ireland, 25. His Death, 


Hzxnx III. his Reign, 45. The longeſt of any King of England, A, 
35.46. He grants the Charter of the Forreſts, and then an- 
nuls it, 47. Nobility force him to reſtore it, ib. His Pre- 
ferment. of Foreigners reſented by his Subjects, 48 to 51. 

His many Violations of their Liberties, 46,49. Throws the 

Odium Te all upon his Miniſters, 47. His fruitleſs Voyage 

to France, ib. 48. He ſends for Foreigners to aſſiſt him a- 

gainſt his Barons, 49. Is defeated by them, 50. He pro- 

claims Ourlawries againſt the Barons, and gives their Eſtates 

to Foreigners, 49, 50. The Biſhops Advice to him in Parlia- 
ment, 1. He reſtores the Lords, and removes the Foreign- 

ers, ib. Meets with divers Affronts, 52. The Solemnity of 

his Oath to obſerve the Laws, and his Violation of it, 53. 

His Sale of Normandy and Anjou, ib. His Death, Interment 

and Character, 1 f — 

Henry TV. his Reign, 107. His Title falſe and far-fetch'd, 

108. Foundation of it, 109. Ceremonies of his Coronation, a» 
| ib. Bp. of Carliſle's Speech on his Acceſſion to the Throne, = 
— 110. Abbot of Miſtminſters Grudge againſt this King for | 

his Diſreſpect to the Clergy, 111. Combination of the Lords 
againſt him, 107,112,114. Articles drawn up againſt him, 
115,116, He defeats the Rebellion, 107, 116. His own 
Opinion of his Title to the Crown, 117. His Death, Iſſue 
and Character, | 108, 117 
Heney V. his Reign, and why. calld Henry of Monmouth, 118, 
119. His Character, ib. He is declar'd Heir to the Crown 
of France, 118. His Death and Iſſue, 5 


C Henry 


nn , 
| u 
Hemrx VI. his Reign and Character, 120. The Government 

during his Minority, 121. His Coronation in England and 

France, 120. His Defeat and Loſſes in both Kingdoms, 120. 

His Retirement to Scotland, 121. His Murder, 123,124, 
22 5 1 127, 1209 

Henxy VII. his Arrival in England, and Defeat of K. Richard - 

Boſworth, 158, 159. His Reign, 161. His Birth, 1 
and Marriage, ib. 1657. Inquiry into his Title, 161, 162. He 
declares it to be threefold, 164. Why he had an Averſion to 
the Title by his Wife, 165. His Coronation, and Repeal of 
the Attainder againſt himſelf and his Party, 166, Mock 
Princes ſet up againſt him, 167,168. His Character, 170, 
173. Notorious Inſtances of his Avarice and Cruelty, 170, 
172. His Religion and good Works juſt before his Death, 
173. Why he was cry'd up as a ſecond Solomon, 172. His 
Death and Burial, PT 3 
Henzy VIII. his Reign, 175. Title to the Crown, 176. Di- 
vorce from Q. Catherine, 179 to 197. His Speech to the 
Nobility on that Occaſion, 18 1, &. Her's to the King, 184. 
And to the Cardinal Legates, 189. The Depoſitions about 
Her and Pr. Arthur, 186. His Rupture with the Court of 
Rome, 196. His Marriage to Anne Bolen, 197. Commitment 
of her to the Tower, 198. Her Letter to him, ih. Her 
Execution and Dying- Speech, 201, 202. His Paſſion for 
Lady Jane Seymour, 197, 200. Marriage to her, 202. Her 
Death, 206. Why he encourag'd the Reformation, 204. 
His Marriage to Anne of Cleve, and Divorce from her, 205. 
His Marriage to Catherine Howard, and her Execution for A- 
dultery, 205,206. Letter from the D. of Norfolk, gc. there- 
upon to Pagit Ambaſſador in France, 207. The Execution 
of certain Perſons for concealing and countenancing her 
Crime, 210. His Marriage to Lady Catherine Parr, and his 
Commitment of her to the Tower, 211. He executes both 
Papiſts and Proteſtants, 211, 212. His Bloody-mindedneſs, 
212,213. More of his Character, | 


* + # 


Ly | 214 
. Henry, Prince, Son to K. James I. his Birth, 302. Suppos d 
1 to be poiſon d, 293, 353. His Death and Character. ib. 3572, 
.« 1 0 | = 2803 
Howards, the Riſe of that Family, 309, 310 


Hubert de Burgh, Chief Juſtice to Henry III. his Removal, Im- 
peachment and Troubles, 438, 53 
Hume, Sir George, a Favourite of K. James I. 307, 308 


I. 


5 
AMES I. King, his Reign, 289. His Character, 290, Cc. 
J 388, 389, s.4 Extraction, 289, 291, 297. A Letter of 
his to the Parliament, 296, His Vices, particularly his In- 
_. :. „„ gratitude, 
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gratitude, 290 to 299, 303. His Grand- father and Mother; 
299, 300. Why he mighr be called a ſecond Solomon, 301, 
388. His Coronation in Scotland, and Tutor, 301. His Re- 
Hgnation of all Scotland to his Tutor, 301.” His Marriage, 
302. His Jealouſy and Revenge on Mr. Stuart, 302. His 
Ingratitude to the E. of Orkney, who mortgag'd his Eſtate 
to raiſe Money for the Chriſtning of Pr. Henry, 303. His 
Concern for his Mother's Death, ib. His Proclamation in 
England. ib. Speech to him by Mr. Martin of the Temple, 
16. His Prophecy of the People of England, 307. His En- 
tertainment at his Arrival, zh. His Reign compar'd with 5 
thoſe of Edward and Richard II. on account of his Favou- = 
rites, ib. His baſe Treachery to Sir Valter ' Raleigh, 314. 
His Hatred of Men of Learning and Valour, 315. His 
Speech on his Knees to the Judges, when he deprecated a 
Curſe, on himſelf and Pofterity, if he did not revenge the 9 2 
Murder of Sir Tho. Overbury, 294, 331, 332. How well nge 
perform'd his Word, 348. His King-Craft, 291, 332. His 
Uneaſineſs during Somerſets Trial, 337. His Favour to 


him after Condemnation, 338. His Aſſiſtance to the ; 
s Duke of Bucks in his lewd Amours, 350, 351. His Licence 


for Sports and Paſtimes on the Sabbath-Day, 351,352. His 
Epitaph upon his Queen, 354. His Averſion to War, 357, 
358. His Conceſſions to the Pepiſts in the Affair of the 
Spaniſh Match for his Son Pr. Charles, 359. The private Ar- 
ticles he ſwore to in favour of the R. Catbolicks, 366, 370. 
His Hatred to the Duke of Bucks, 372. Pictures and Paint- 
ings made in Holland and Flanders to ridicule him, 380. His 
groſs Diſſimulation, 385. His Sickneſs, 386, 387. Death, 


2 388. Iſſue, | 290 
| Few, a (mart Anſwer of one juſt converted to Chriſtianity, 
when William Rufus preſs'd him to renounce it, 11 
John, King of France, and the Dauphin, taken Priſoners by the | 
Engliſh, and ranſom'd, . 1 74 | 1 
ohn a Chambers, his Rebellion againſt Henry VII. . 4 
Jos, King, his Reign, 40. Character and Title, 76.41, 44. 1 


Undone by his Victory in France, 41. Suſpected to have 
poiſon'd his Nephew Pr. Arthur, 40,41. Always followed 
by a Curſe, ib. His Impolitions upon the Nation, 41. Se- 
cret Grounds of his Quarrel with the Barons, 42, 43. His 
Cruelty and Incontinence, 43. He poiſons a Lady for not Y 
conſenting to his Luſt, and hangs up 28 Children of the beſt "- 
Families in the Kingdom, 43. Loſs of his Dominions in | 1 
France, 42. His Atheiſtical Expreſſion upon the Opening 
of a fat Buck. 44. His Death by Poiſon, 40 

| T/abel, Counteſs Dowager of Arundel, her bold Addreſs to 
Henry III. CE TREES F. 
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YO K. 
L, (Edmond, Earl of) his the ſecond Royal Blood of 
England fned upon a Scaffold, 75,76 
Kings, a Saying of a Spaniſh Fryar about them, 214 
Kites, ours greater Highflyers than the French, 333 
| Knights Baronets, by whom firſt created, and why, 289 
Ancaſter, (Thomas Earl of) his the firſt Royal Blood of 
England ſhed upon a Scaffold, 7.70 


Lancaſter, (Duke) Uncle to Richard II. his ſecret Practices, 84, 
85. How cruelly an honeſt Fryar was puniſhed for accu- 
ſing him of a Deſign to uſurp the Crown, ' 13. 

Lanfranc, A-By. of Canterbury, his Character, b 

Latimer, Bp, cenſur d for being too officious, | 219 

iceſter, (Earl of) courts Mary Q. of Scots, and accuſes Lord 

Keeper Bacon to her, 10 , ee 
Loſers ſhowdi have leave to ſpeak, that Saying verify'd, 17 

Luke, (St.) his Face the conſtant Oath of one of our Kings, 12 

Lyon, a condemn'd Perſon faves his Life by engaging to teach 
the King's Lyon to ſpeak good Engliſhin 7 Years time, 101 


1756; | | 

Agna Charta, by whom obtain d and ratify'd, 42. Con- 

fir md. 12 times, and as often broke, in one Reign, 76 

Manx, Queen, her Reign, 236. The Snare laid for her by the 
D. of Northumberland, ib. Her Proclamation, 239. Her Gra- 
titude to the Norfolk and Suffolk Men, 238. Her bloody Ex- 
ecutions, 242, 261. Marriage with Philip of Spain, and Rea- 
ſons for it, 243, 253, 254. 259. Her Speech to the Com- 
mons at Guildhall, upon Wyat's Rebellion, 246. Her Reſto- 
ration of Popery by Parliamentary Authority, 257. Her vain 
Attempt to have her Husband crown d, and the Church- Lands 
reſtor d, 258. Her falſe Conception, and the Collect appoint- 
ed for that Occaſion, 259, 260. Her Conduct compar d with 
that of Mary Wife to K. James II. 251. Her Grief for the 
Loſs of Calais, 266, 267. Her Death and Character. 267 
Maxr Q of Scots, inſtigated by the French Court, to aſſume the 
Title and Arms of Q. Elizabeth, 296. Sir Winſtan Churchills 
Character of her, 277. Her Advantage over Q. Elizabeth, 278. 
She refuſes to ratify the Treaty with Elizabeth, ib. Her Rea- 
ſons for it, 284. Her Diſcourſe with her Ambaſſador Throck- 
morton, 279 to 284. Her Arrival in Scotland, 285. Her. 
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